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T0rux 
KfGHT RESPECTABLE 

MY ANCIENT AND WEtL-BELOVEP PATRON, 

THE PUBLIC. 



"Wht don't yo« dedicate to Mr. Pitt?" 
Becaofe, Sir, I would nther set forth my own talent* 
Uuui tjlie Tiitoes and the praises of the best man upon 
earth. I love to say tiling that no one else ever thought 
of, extraordinary, quite out of the common way. I neom 
to echo the voice of every fellow that goes the road* 
Whether the vessel of the commonwealth sbaJU sink or 
swim; what is it to mel I am but a passenger. 

**Bnt, then, there is a manner in doing things, you 



ow.*» 



*^ No, Sir, it is no business of mine. Mr. Pitt is the pat- 
\f^ ron of my patron, let my patron then dedicate to him, 
^g^ and wejkome, dedicate statues, temples, monuments as 
^^ lasting as the benefits conferred! It is nothing to me; 
^1^ iMittier Will I say a syllable more about the matter. 
Msy it please your B^spectableness, 
TnoroH the Dedication is the shortest pai-t of a 
J^ookf and held by all readers to be tlie vilest and most 
contemptible; yet the writer and his patron, the Dedica- 
tor and the Dedicatee, have a different way of thinking: 
the latter, on account of the incense that it breathes, and 
the tbm^tf , on account of the profit that i^ brings, look ' 
Uptm it us the most impo^rtant pert of the performance. 
Alas! how little £ontider«A\Qu \a \&t\^ti>\ >^i^\^k.^ ^V 
Vol, 1. A. 
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writers, among the race of readers, especially cm this 
chapter of Dedications. 

Your Respectableness, perhaps, hath not duly perpend- 
ed the travail, the toU, the marvellous drudgery, the muck 
that Dedicators are obliged to pass through, and the 
fences of tnith over which they must break, in order to 
cull, select, and suUimate an offering fit to lay upon the 
altar of adulation. 

Through what a world of weeds do they range to 
gather their little nose-gays; from what a profusion of 
offences do they extract their perfumes; and how, many 
nights do they watch, to concentre and realize a single 
mouthM of moonshine for the gratification of their pat- 
rons. 

The trades also, incumbent upon them, are manifold, 
such as of painting, patching, and plastering; of embroi- 
dering, shaping, and shaving; and of tyring, trimming 
and tailoring; in order to smooth and garnish the man 
''whom it delighteth them to honour,'* and to furnish him 
with a Aill suit of praises. 

But your Respectableness, I humbly hope, would not 
wish me to be at all tliis trouble; for indeed trouble is a 
thing that I do not aflfect There is also a kind of deli- 
cacy requisite in tickling the ribs of vanity. I am, at 
best, but a downright sort of a fellow; and should I awk- 
wardly presume to dash your merits full into the chops „ 
of your modesty, I might deserve but ill at the hands of |i 
your Respectableness. ^ ^ 

My grandmother, peace be with her! I remember one ,J 
thing among the many good advices which she gave,^^ 
and I forgot. "Never disgrace yourself,'* quoth she, "iiif^ 
order to do honour to any one breathing." Think nol^ 
therefore, my most respectable patron, that I will eithtk 
debase myself by cajoling you to your face, or do violenci 
to truth, by any kind of paneg)'ric, when your backshtl^ 
be turned. ^ 

That I have received many favours from your gt/ 
ness, and have a competent sense of gratitude for 
same, is most certain. It is also true, that all my 

wdi^bQwn li$ye li^n appUed for your wrvicQ, uid 
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I wished no other death than that of laying down myh'fe 
for youT sake. Yet, with all my love for you' person, 
and endeavours for your prosperity, I qannotfind about 
mie the smallest scantling of veneration for youi virtues. 

You have, however, the satisfaction to be quite easy 
upon this score, and no way to be m6rtii:ed a any Sen- 
timents to your di^dvantage. Your fund of good 
humour on such occasions is inexhaustible; and you have 
often joined with me in reproving and ridiculing your 
own vices and folliies, which at all times you take mere 
pleasure -to rally, than, I apprehend, you will at any time 
take pains to amciid. 

I remember, that, in my youth, I was a great builder 
of castles, and, having your interest always at beart and 
seldom out of my head, I employed my tinffe in forming 
a thoiisand roifiantic and airy schemes for your advantage. 

I once proposed to build your happiness on religion, 
on Christian piety, and a deep sense of duty; but having 
in vain sought a foundation whereon I migh! lay the 
first stone, the su];)erstructure vanished like the clouds ot 
last September. 

I then attempted to plan Uie establishment of your 
liberty and renown, upon the ancient and approved prin- 
ciples of the Spartaw poverty. As this had been barely 
a heathen virtue; as it had raised and supported that great 
and glorious people thi-ough many succeeding centuries, 
Sn ah uninterrupted enjoyment of freedom, power, and 
prosperity; and as nothing appeared to be wanting to the 
accomplishment of this scheme, save a few simple articles, 
such as moderation, content, self-denial, and so forth^ I 
made no doubt of your embracing the terms with joy. 

On pajring my first visit, your Respectableness was 
just come from a Corporation-auction, where I was told 
you had set your own mother up to sale; but your dignity 
was so drunk at the cost of the bidders, that I chose to 
defer matters to a more sober opportunity. 

On my next address, I understood that th% equipage 
of your Res];)ectableness was in waiting; for it is not with 
ydu now as in the days of Queen Bern. X^^Ok ^^\^ 

hufiening to see theilt»U«n pup^«\r%\v^'N ^ K»\^<c^:^3>^'^ 
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to pay my respects, I was daxzled by the ornamants wi^ 
wlwch you had gloriaed your person, all the product of 
fbraigii lootDs, and of fereign labours; your linen of the 
Netherlands, your point of Spain, your ruffles of Dresden, 
with a i\ill euit in the cut of France, and trimmed like 
that of the thred brothers in a Tale of a Tub. )n short, 
yott were wo satislMt, so wrapt, so ftill of your finery, 
you ooaM then attend to nothing, save the contemplation 
oi your fair self. 

I had still patience. I watched my time. I attended 
you late on a Sunday evening, when I thought you at 
leisure from the fervour of your devotions. B ut how was 
I struck of a heap, when your footman informed me, that 
aoine noblemen and ladies of the most fashionable div- 
tinctien, had engaged you for the afternoon, at the 

Soon after, I was apprised, that, what with spending 
your time and money, in running to raree-ehows; in play- 
ing four cbrners and a fool; in drinking, dressing, drab- 
tMiig; and in gormandizing and gambling; the finances 
of your Respectableness were considerably sunk. It 
also came to my ear, that you were hugely fond of Cock- 
MATCH Ks, tho' you kept them as far as possible from 
your own dunghill; that it was your custom to bet on 
one side and Uien to bet on t'other side, and to lose your 
^loney on all sides; and that by these and the former 
means your Respectableness was dipt so up to the ears 
fii debt, it was thought your yearly income would, in 
time, b^ely answer the interest of what you owed. 

It was now confidently affirmed, may it please your 
liespectableness, that you yourself were apprehensive 
<if being reduced to sudden indigence; and I eagerly 
et(llzed this occasion of waiting upon you, in order, as I 
misted, to reconcile you to your fate, and possibly, to 
lielight you with the prospect of your approaching 
])0verty. For I sighed when I reflected on your intem^- 
perate and unbounded thirst after riches, that death to 
national nature, which had proved the mortal poison of 
Greece and Rooae, and of all the people who tasted it, 
JtwB tbs beginning of tM® worl4 to this present good day* 
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ftdng Rhown to your apartment, I percdi^red your 
greatness seated in a moody kind of attitude. But^ 
having formerly had the honour of being known to you, 
I ttyk a chair without ceremony; and chatting with you 
a while about the weather, the news of the day, and such 
like ponderous matters, as sage ministers and sage poli<* 
ticians are wont to do, I began to introduce and open th« 
business. 

Pray, mister, said your dignity, (^mewhat short) 
have you any particular business with roe at this timel 
I am come, may it please you, said I, to propose a speedy 
And effectual method for the supply of all your wants. 
At these agreeable tidings, all the ears your Respectable- 
ness had, were pricked up and opened to audience. ■ ; 
Go on, my good mend, despatch, in Heaven's name. 

May it please you, added I, it was the custom of an 
the seers and sages of ancient days, to introduce truth 
and wisdom under the corerihg of faUe; and this coverang 
was as a nut-shell; if your teeth were able to crack it, you 
had the kernel for your pains.. Permit me then, at least 
fo imitate their manner; for, tho' the matter should hap* 
pen to drop by the way, the first traveller wbo takes it op 
may be bettered tliereby. 

Once upon a time, for so says my story, a hotiseholder, 
wfth his fomily, was cast on a certain isiaiTd, where, 
through a process of years, they propagated till they bis- 
came a little nation. ~ The soil was exceedingly fortila, 
but there was neither river nor spring in all Uie land. 
Nature, however, had provided for this defect, by a kind 
of fruit that perfectly allayed the thirst; it was bitter to 
the taste, but left an agreeable flavour in the mouth, and 
gate health, spirits, and vigour to the whole constitution; 
and it was called by a name which, in our language, sig^ 
nifies, as neaxly as I can render it, Thb tftviT of Ah* 
anvEncs. 

There were also other fruits, of a specioa wholly the 
reverse of the former, for the flavour of these was extreme- 
ly delicious; but then they inflamed the thirst, enervated 
ttie fturae, and were called by a name that signified the 
Fmjit of IinmiiffKircB. 
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Ae almost all people made this latter fhiit a part ol 
their daily food; tbe national thirst, in time, became sc 
great, ibst the liturgy of their churclrwas altogether com- 
posed of prayers for rain. O Jupiter, some water, a littk 
water, dear Mister Jupiter, water, water, water, we ]Jiray 
for nothing but water! sink us, plunge us, drown us, 
overwhelm us with water! 

On the decline of every sun, several families spread 
out the fleeces of their flocks, as also their, sheets and 
' blankets, for the receiving and retaining of the nightly 
dew. Others furnished themselves with small alembica 
for distilling the urine, of their household. Some took a 
twelvemonth's voyage to bring back as much liquid as 
they might subsist on for a few weeks; and the g^iiUses 
of the nation employed themselves iit various projects, 
such as the chemical extraction of moisture from biscuit 
and old fiddles; as also tlie hanging nets of a peculiar tex- 
ture on poles of due elevation, for catching the clouds. 

Your Respectableness has my tale. — Can make nothing 
of it, say youl — Suppose the thirst of this people an em- 
blem of their avarice, and wealth to be represented by 
water, in the fable. — 

In fthort, may it please your dignity, I have brought 
you (he.re it is) a refinement on the institutions of the 
great Lyccirgus. Could I, like the legislator of Lacede- 
mon, prevaiJl upon you barely to abridge your desires, 
you would finvl yourself wholly a stranger to want. You 
would thereby a«?quire the wealth of greatness, goodness, 
gloriousness; that j)eace, that solidity of sublunaiy en- 
joyment, which can only be found in a voluntaiy po- 

TKRTT. 

Scarce had I pronoujnced the last fktal word, when 
your Respectableness started up in a passion. You asked 
me if I had not seen the leyee of duns at your gate, an4 
the catch-poles that lurked fbr you at every comer. You 
consigned me with a very goodwill to the devil; and de- 
sired, that the next time I presumed to turn state-quaek, 
I should not prescribe drink to a drowning man. 

As I retired under the greatest dejection of spirits,-f 
JffoJ ron cried, honest fHendl Mr. what do they cr 
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y<m ? com« back ! Y( u, who scatter your money as 
fast as your words ; ^s profVise of your purse as you are 
of your opinions ; you who always run a mile before your 
rentSyUnd live upon the harvest of the next year's sickle; 
are you not also a poor devil, one of the Diogenical gen- 
tlemen, as very an emperor of the Tub as myself 1 

Preach up poverty, \^ ith a pox! first get wherewithal to 
pay your own debts. The ready runners! my boy, the 
passable pictures! the royal pages! the sparklers! the 
portable! the potiible! Ay marry, this would do, this 
would fortify your argument, this would mould me to 
your form, and x>ersuade me to your faith. It is this, 
my little lad, that would shut to Uie door on all manner 
of temptations, and kick the corruptions you have so 
often complained of into the kennel. Come, cast me the 
nativity of this bright son of Phoebus, draw me a scheme 
for raising this Egyptian fi-om the deep; and you shall be 
my darling, my bardling, my hourly oracle, my Apollo 
of Delphos; and what not? 

Was your Respectableness, said h ever told your for- 
tune? perhaps it might beer some resemblance to my 
own. I was a boy, when the cunning man, peering 
earnestly into my palm, uttered a sentence, which I shall 
remember the longest day I have to live. You will al- 
ways, said he, be getting a power of money; and, take 
my word, you will never be worth a groat. 

Indeed, could I have prevailed ux>on your Respectable- 
ness to be contented with poverty, I was in hopes you 
would have enriched your monitor for his pains; but, in 
truth, I'm a very ass at this business of getting money 
either for you or myself; and as for the keeping it when 
I have got it, I have ' long since given up all thoughts of 
the matter. I will however, do my best to add to the 
glories,- to tha virtues, aa I may say, of your Respecta- 
bleness, in a manner more acceptable than my present 
plan has proved. 

I am your dignity's most devoted, and wish you a 
mighty good evening. 

Hatiito thereafter consigned txk^ \«to «R!c^\&!t V» 
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Baken and Barben» md to all the vilest appUMtloMoC 
waste paper, I sat A(>wn to study and provide a teMedy 
fior that feverish kind of conaampticm, under wlifeh your 
Bespectableneas apparently laboured during our latecon- 
ftbolation. 
j I was sMisible at the same time, that your diatemper 

was common to many other countries, and that It waa no 
where held to be dangerous, forasmuch as it ondy ciw- 
sisted of two articles^ the sensuality of the body, and tMi 
u corruption of the mind. 

I I also knew, that, in former ages, a great number of 

i, pubHca had been affected with the very malady^ that nqivt 
\ i possesses your RespectableneBs, and yet had lived nnurtif 
under it to th^r dying day. 

I wished, however, to keep that day at some otiita&ee 
iOrom your greatness; and, with long and intense labour, 
and at the cost of many a candle during my ntghtiy lu*. 
cnbrations, I compounded a medicine of approved atld 
in&Uible efficacy, consisting, for the nonce, of a qoanturii 
sufficit of the Tempsraitck and Pathiottsm of the pri- 
mitive Romans. - » 

I knew that the cure would follow; but how to pre- 
vail upon jrour Respectableness to swallow the preaerip- 
tion, Wks a small matter of diiBcuIty that yet remained. 
Far, it is a misfortune peculiar to tiiose who are bit by 
love, avarice, ambition, pride, and such passions, that 
they detest the thoughts of a restorative; and art so ena- 
moured of their distemper, they would rather see the devH 
than Dr. Apollo himself at the door. 

I, again, had the honour of being admitted to tn an* 
dience. I called up and exhausted all the poweM of 
oratory on that capital occasion. I demonstrated to your 
RespectaUeness, that the whole weight and elevation of 
the Roman state, rested simply on two pillars of Trmpk- 
SAiroB and PATRioTTsx,on which it rose, fnerensed, and 
stood supported thro' many ages; till, those pillara bein^ 
gradually sapped, the mighty structure, trith its said 
foundation, decayed, grew ruinous, and feB eonfounded 
together: That temperance is necessary to the strength 
0fa man, mb patriotiim is necessary to the Btrength of a 
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]MN)|^«; That each Roman, thuR nerved and t>owetfal 
apart, was 5ret strens^iened, a hundred thousand Md^ by 
an invisible chord, which run from man to man, and 
united aO air one in the Lovs of CovxTnr. And that 
hence sprang the Helicon of their abundant inspiration 
to toil, industry, f¥u.^tfty, valour, conquest, and glory. 
They were swallowed, like so many drops, in this ocean 
of patriotism; they were lost to every care and sensation 
€^ Sttv; and were only found, where they laboured, 
fought, bled, or expired for their Couittrt! 

While, warmed and somewhat raised by the elevation 
of my subject, I thus reasoned on NationeS power, on 
human excellende, oh virtue, on temperance, on patriot- 
ism, and glory; I shall never forget the kind concern 
which your Respectableness expressed for me, in the 
evident alarm and compassion of your countenance, as 
for a person whose fit you feared was approaching. 

Being both of us more composed, your greatness was 
^ pleased to demand, whether this romanee was wholly of 
my own invention; or, if I had lately been fishing the 
well, where truth was formerly drowned, for an Ens Ra- 
tionis of some speculating philosopher? Where, you 
cried, in the name of wonder, have you been able to 
gather together such an old fashioned bundlement of 
scientific balderdash? You shall bring me to the practice, 
exactly at the period that the hogs shall be brought to 
feed along with the herrings: or at the time of the appear* 
ance of the comet with the three ^tails; or on the week of 
the four Fridays, so long looked for by astrologians. — 
Here! exclaimed your Respectableness, who waits? All 
you, my Printers, Editors, and other porters who attend 
at the gate of the public! should this fellow come any 
more with these his preachments of piety, and poverty, 
and patriotism, and stuff, I command ye to shut my 
doors directly in his face. 

May it please your Respectableness! I am but a very 
little man, and of a very lowly temper; and yet I could not 
but be piqued at the severity of this treatihent. I was as 
a trodden worm, and turned upon your greatneaa wVt)tv«^ 
reeentment that, po8i9ibly> did not \)ecoTQA m«. 
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May your dignity, I replied, continue to be blessed 
with writers duly levelled to the taste of the reader; with 
the politics of court-hirelings, the poetry of laureats, the 
divinity of a H — y; with bawdry fronfl the fleet, with 
fragments firom the kennel of Grubstreet, with strumpet 
biography, with W upon Grace, with Treaties on 



-, and Episcopal Essays on Spirit! 



I trust that my patron, in recompense for a long life 
spent in his service, will pardon me the dropping of one 
observation. — Nay, don't look disgusted,— 'it is no mat- 
ter of great offence, it is nothing more than this: that the 
nose of your Respectableness hath ever been a ready 
handle for the leading of a Fool, and a Fool shall ac- 
cordingly attend you on my next visit. 
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I hate Prefaces. I never read them/ and why should 
I write themi They stand like pales about a park ; I 
always overleap them» if I am told there is any thing 
within worth seeing. But what can I do? I am likely 
to lead a fine life with this performance, when people 
begin to quarrel with me, upon reading the first word of 
the first page of n^ work. 

This friend, and that friend, and t'other friend ask me, 
and here sits another, who'is mighty curious to know 
why I entitle my hero the Fool of Quautt. 

Pray, was it not more decent to impute folly to one 
ilian, than to mankind, if I found myself under the ne- 
cessity of doing the one or the other 1 

Perhaps I call him a fool, in complaisance to a world 
that will, certainly, honour him with the same title, 
when they find his wisdom of a size not suited to their 
own — " Why, pray, what is wisdom 1" — TeU me, first, 
what is foUy. I will then tell you what Is wisdom, if I 
find any smattering of it in your definition. 

** I wonder, was there ever an age of wisdom, or a 
land of wisdom?" — Look about you: the world will 
answer for itself. Does not every age and nation grow 
wiser and wiser ? And have not all fathers, from the 
flood downward, been accounted no better than fools, 
by their posterity ?-^I wish I had not been bom for 
some centuries to come. What a prodigy, of wisdom 
should I then be, in comparison of what I am, at this 
day! 

** Indeed, I should b& glad to be wise, if I thought I 
could get any thing by it" Bight, that is all the use 
that the world makes of it : it is the very end, purpose, 
goal, and business of all the wisdom >rBioiv««3[9i}k—^ "^ 
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man hai length enough of sense to outrea6h all about 
him, by a yard and a half; he is, by a yard and a half 
Wiser than aJl his neighbours. 

** But was not Solomon then a fool to neglect riclies, 
which he might have had with a wish ; and to ask for 
wisdom, whose only use is the obtaining of riches 1 
Was not this wishing to mend a roundabout road, when 
a quarter of an hour would have carried him, by a shorter 
cut, to the end of his journey 1*' I ftincy/ my dear 
friend, it would be no great matter of additional burd^i 
to take the folly of Solomon upon your own shoulders. 

For, in case he had taken the riches, how should he 
keep tiiem, while any neighbouring power was wiser 
than himself 1 

Paris was not 0ve years youn?er than Solomon, when 
he, also, might hate chosen either riches orwisdora; and 
yet pfeft s rred a pr#tty wench to the one and to the other. 
I am not so young as Paris, by five times five jrears, Aiid 
Would therefore prefer the one or the other to tile weneh. 
<^ You then allow th*t Parts was a blockfaead in the pre- 
sent case ;*' — ^Sir, I allow any man to be so, in every 
^ase, where hehapptens to differ in opinion frommyself : 
^ Why pray, sage sir, have y«a got aU Hie wisdom of 
the Wotid to yoursetf, or wlmt quantity thereof, think 
you, may there be upon earth V^ — ^Less by five scruirfes, 
titan any man in judiciary robes and AiIl bottomed wig, 
conceives to have Mien to hjs own shant. " But thBy 
you take to be supplied and various :"— Of two sorts, 
^oth an eminent .autiior, that which bekmgs to the 
writer^ wid fbit which beloiigs to the rettder of these 
works. 

<^8ir» this fs wild diseoarae, and very wide from tm 
plMrposOb Let me tell you the warM waa nev«r eo wise 
at turns it is filled with men of deep eruditiem and 
aeienee." True, my 8Kmitor> bat are they a jot tiie 
wiser for aU their knowledge 1 

«• At the rate that yoa talk, ia Ae tines of andent ig- 
noiBiKe, there anight have been a oompetmt modievm' 
of wtes fidlk in the world :''«-PoaBibia-*-« And by tiie 
rtU0, in tlww o«Mr anlfsliteMd daya ofcomioiassnr- 
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«bip Md eraditidn, nearly ftU our Ui«rati may turn out 
£hi]9 ;*'-^iQ0r9 tbsiT prdbable—'' T^^ese arc ricUUep** — 
|h%t might Ue 9o)Ted — " Explain them, I beseech you:" 
•—Not at preaent I will tell you a story, an<t pray 
listen. It is worth the hearing. 

Fifty and five pilgrims met, one evening, at a great 
inn, that led to more roads than there are points in the 
comp9a». They supped merrily together in a large hall ; 
and found upon inquiry, that they were all bouiid to tb# 
castle ot fin^ Kepose, appointed for the reception of the 
sons of science. When the cloth waa removed, Gentle- 
men, qUoth the pilgrim who first entered, I rejoice to be 
joined by so much good company, on these my honour- 
able travels ; and I am still better pleased to have it in 
my power to conduct every man of ye, the shortest and 
surest way to your journey's end. Here, gentlemen, 
here is my map of infallible directions ; the most accu- 
rate extract that ever was taken, of all inquiries, observ- 
ations, and informations for the purpose. Pardon me 
brother, said the pilgrim who sat next, your map must 
be erroneous by at least five degrees ; by five did I sayt 
, by seven, as I hope to get to my journey's end. Look 
here at tfgr map, and believe your^own eyes. I'll ba 
damned, cried a third pilgrim, (peering over the maps 
of his neighbours, and taking out his own parchment) 
111 be damn'bd if the geographers wh4 designed the cfnt 
or th^ other, were any better than adventurers ; they 
never reached the place of destination, I'll hff 8worn« 
Gentlemen, said a fourth, vrith wonderllil good temper, 
I do not swear ; but I have, criticafly, remarked all ttte 
charts produced. There's a blind begjgai in our town, 
who is led by his dog, and if he does Hot arrive at the 
place we are bound to, with better speed, and greater 
certainty, than any of you three, I give myself, do y 
. see, and all my goods, to the devil, save a small perpi»> 
tqity, in remainder^ to my son. That may be, etdum- 
*ed a fifth; but look ye here, my ftjenda, here are the 
■ quotations^ b»re are the authorfties. Anthoifties ! quoth 
a sixth, a ilddleatick fisr a hobby ! areihey unqnestiena- 
ble, tmaaaailabler ttl^ thaM>lii 10!! ^t^«9E^'^ t;\E»A\K<9^R:l 
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I man's chart, throughout the fifty and five, was, like the 
^ band of the son of Hagar, against^the chart of every 
J other man. Each insisted on being accompanied in his 
own way, as a matter of mere charity to all the rest 
They set out the next morning, on as many different 
road as there were persons at tattle ; and yet no one of 
them ever arrived at the place proposed, if any de« 
pendence may be had on those customary posts, whom 
the world, from age to age, has paid fur intelligence. 

** I do not clearly apprehend the application of your 
story," — ^If that is not your fault, it must be my own. 
It is at least a dozen of ihe twelve labours, to beat any 
thing into the head of some people. — I will give you 
the chance of another tale. 

A certain prince sent an invitation to two distant per- 
sonages to come to his court He further sent such 
directions as could not be mistaken by any one living, 
who was willing to find the way. And he, lastly, sent 
" a written promise, signed, and sealed by the seal royal, 
of the most happy accommodations upon their arrivaL 
The one of the parties invited was a purblind raai 
who barely saw sufficient to discern his road. He, 
cordingly, was fearful of error. He cautiously held 
his way ; and thereby reached his journey's 
the place of happy destination to which he was 
pointed. ' 

The other was a man who had all his eyes about 
but he was a genius, had vast invention, and thought j 
disparagement to tread in any path that had been 
en by others. He was for contriving short cuts | 
opening new discoveries. He made excursions of 
hands. He grew impatient of the accommodal 
appointed and reserved fbr him at , the court cm 
prince. He expected them on his journey, and at 
fbr them at every turn. He found them not He f 
fore travelled and strayed this way, and that y^ 
search of them. This led him still Airthev 
fnrther from his road. Till, maimed by accideij 
Btiff with pgCf ^ pew equally ashamed and }xoi 
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« As plain as my nose."— Tou can the readier 4bl- 
low. But talk to me no more about the world and its 
wisdom. I detest wisdom. I avoid it, I would not be 
bit by it It is the Tarantula^ that^pins a web whereby 
innocence is entangled. It is a politician, who opens a 
gulph for the swallowing up of the people. It is a law- 
yer, who digs a grave for the burial of equity. It is the 
science of hocus pocus, that bids happiness come and 
pass, by the virtue of cups and balls. It is a syllabub 
of fasting spittle for the fattening of the virtuosi. It is 
a robe with a pompous train. A wig spread to the 
rump. A beard lengthened to the girdle. It is a ditch 
of puddle, with a hoary mantle, that will not be moved 
to merriment by any wind that blows. It is an ass in 
a sumpter-cloth. An owl, solemnly perched, amidst 
solemn ruins, on a solemn night. 

Descend to me, sweet Folly ! if thou hast not, as I 
suspect, been my constant companion. Be thou my 
sister, my play-fellow, thou kitten of the solemn cats of 
state and learning. But no. Thou never wertthe oflT- 
spring of such stupid progenitors. Thou art ever joy- 
ous, ever young, although coeval in paradise with our 
first parents, ere they wished for the knowledge of good 
and evil. Pride pretends to spurn thee : science affects 
to look down upon thee ; but they sigh for thee when no 
one sees : they have frowned thee away, and when they 
seek they shall not find thee. Come, Folly ! for even thy 
petulance and litUe Wickednesses become delightful, 
when thou incitest the yeanling kids and cooing turtles * 
to combat Thou art not captious, thou art not testy ; 
they laugh at thee, and thtu laughest with them for 
company. The hours dance before thee, the graces 
smile in thy train. Thou art a companion for con- 
querors, a playfellow for crowned heads. But alas! 
thou art not respected as heretofore — when the monarch 
of aU Asia sent his ambassadors to wait upon thee, they 
came, with a mighty train, even from PersepoUs unto 
Laconia, to see thee riding upon switches, with Agesi- 
)aus and his little son. 

** iQdeed, my pleaamX friend, Uiovi ^lintfs^ '^ts<q^^ 
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HM to l« ft IM, daring tbe Teautiiite of my pilgtiiiiftge 
inwifii tlM wisdom of thii worid. But is then no bqcIi 
tiimg as tiiM iffisdom ia nature 1**— Sir, I haye writteB 
a wimla chapter upon the subject, but it lias a great way 
on, towards the end of my book ; mnd you have much 
folly to wade through before you come at it '< GiTe me 
a peep, I beaeech you." No sir, you shall not aBtiei' 
pate. Do you want to be in port without making any Toy* 
age 1 — ^** If I must win my way to Wisdom, inch by 
inch, let mo set out directly.** Hare then, be^in. And 
pray, let mo have your remarks, unpremeditated, as you 
proeeod. I will answer you, as whim or judgment shaU 
hhppefi to dietalB. 
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CHAPTER U 

Richard, the grandfather of our hero, was ennobled 
by James the first He married a lovely girl of the an- 
cient family of the Goodallsin the county of Surry, and, 
at sevea years distance, hadtvvo sons, Richard and Hen- 
ry; but dying early in the reign of Charles the First, ho 
bequeathed £12000 to his youngest, and nW £20000 
annual income to his eldest son; not in any personal 
preference to his brother, but as one who was to suppott 
the name and honours of the family. He appointed his 
.brother-in-law executor and guardian, who,educating the 
children agreeable to their different fortunes and pros- 
pects in life, in about seven years after the death of their 
mther, sent Richard with a tutor to take the tour of Eu- 
rope, and bound Henry apprentice to a considerable Lon- 
don merchant 

During the travels of one and the apprenticeship of 
the other, the troubles happened; and Cromwell assumed 
the regency, before the fortune of the Morelands could ba 
forfeited or endangered, by siding with the crown or the 
commonwealth. 

Richard returned to England a short time before the 
restoration; and being- too gay and too dissolute for the 

Slodding and hypocrisy of Cromwell and his fanatics 
e withdrew to the mansion house of his foT«(^t.V>ft\%« 
On his landui^:, he had enq\i\|eCito«\iA&>3tQ'^v(Y^<tsox*| 
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but hearing that he was lately married, and wholly ab- 
sorbed in matters of merchandise, as he had the utmost 
contempt for all cits and traders, he took no further notiee 
of him. 

In the country, he atnused himself with his bottle, 
hounds, hawks, race horses, kc, and in debauching the 
persons of the neighbouring wenches, and corrupting the 
moralv of the neighbouring squirea; But, oci t^ reftora- 
tion of his majesty, of pleasurable memory, he hastened 
to court, where he rollea away and shone as in his native 
sphere. He was always of the party of the king, Rodies* 
ter, &c, where virtue was laughed out of countenance, 
and where all manner of dissoluteness became amiable 
and recommendable by the bursts of merriment and zest 
of wit But toward the latter end of this droll reign, earl 
Richard, being advanced in age, and being still older in 
constitution ttian years, began to think of providing an 
heir to his estate; and, as ne had taken vast pains to 
impair it, he married a citizen's daughter who wanted a 
title, fllTid with her got a portion of one hundred thousand 
pounds, which was equally wanting on his part. 

With his lady he, again, retreated to the country; where 
in less than a year, she made him the exulting fatlier of a 
fine boy, whom he called Richard. 

Richard, speedily, became the sole centre of all his 
mother's solicitudes and affections. And though, within 
the space of the two succeeding: years, she was delivered 
of a second boy, yet, as his infant aspect was less pro- 
mising and more uninformed tlian his brother's, she sent 
him forth to be nursed by the robust wife of a neighbour- 
ing farmer, where, for the space of upwards of four years, 
he was honoured with no token from father or mother, 
save some casual messages, to know from time to time if 
tlie child was in health. 

This boy was called Henry, after his uncle by the fa- 
ther's side. The earl had lately sent to I^ondon, to make 
enauiry after his brother, but could learn no manner ot 
Udmgs concerning him. 

Meanwhile, the education of the two children was ex- 
tremely contrasted. Richard, who was alreaay entitl*^ 
my little lord, was not permitted to breathe the rudeness 
of the wind. On his lighteKt indisposition', the whole 
house was in alarms; his passions had full scopo in all 
their infant irregularities; his f:cnius was put ir>to a hot 
Lbed, by the warmth of applaut?es,Tiven to every flight of liis 
m>ening fancy; and the whole family conspired, from the 
highest to the lowest, to the ruin of promising talents, and 
a Benevolent heart. 

Young Harry, on the other hand,Jiad every member 
as well as feature exposed to all weathers; would run 
about, mother-naked, for near an hour, in a frosty morn- 
ifigf w$9 neither physicked into delicacy* iiqi Aattared 
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inld pride; seaioe felt the convemeQce, and much less un- 
derstood the vanity of dothing ; and was daily occupied 
in playins and wrestling with the pigs and two mongrel 
epaniels on the dungbiU; or in kissing, scratching, or oox« 
ingwitb tile cliildren of the village. 

wlien Harry had passed his flftn year, his iatlier, on a 
festival day, humbly proposed to send for him at his 
nurse's, in order to observe how the boy might turn out; 
and my Isidy, in a fit of good humour, assented. Nurse, 
ACCQrdmgly»decked him out in his hohday petticoats, ana 
walked with our hero to the great house, as they ogtlled 
it. 

A Vrilliant cpncourse of the neighbouring gentry were 
met in a vast parlour, that appeared to be executed after 
the model of w estminster Hall. 

There was Sir Christopher Cloudy, who knew much 
but said nothing; with his very conversable iady, who 
scarce knew by oalves, but spoke by wholesale. In the^ 
same range was Sir Standish Stately, who in iDI compa- 
nies held the ^rst place, in his own esteem. Next to him 
sat lady Childish: it was at least thirty years since these 
follies might have become her, which appeared so very 
ridiculous at the age of fifty-five. By her side were the 
two Stiltons; a blind man would swear that the one was 
a clown, and Uie other a gentleman, by the tones of their 
voices. • Next to these were two pair of very ill-mated 
turtles; Mr. Gentle, who sacrificed his fine sense and 
afiiuent fortune to the vanity and bad temper of a siily 
and turbulent wife; and Squire Sulkey, a brutal fool, who 
tyrannized over the most sensible and most amiable of her 
sex. 

On the opposite side was lord Pnm, who evidently la^ 
boured hard to be easy in conversation; and next to him 
was lord Flippant, who spoke nonsense with great laci- 
lity. By his side sat the fair but dejected Miss Willow; 
she had lately discovered what a misfortune it was to b^ 
bom to wit, Deauty, and afiiuence, the three capital qua- 
lifications that lead, the scje to calamity. Next to her was 
Colonel Jolly, with a heart ever tuned to merriment and 
lungs to laughter; had he known how to time his fits, the 
laugh might have grown catchin*. Below him was 
fteated Mrs. Mirror, a widow lady, industriously accom- 
plished in the feults of people or fashion. And below 
her sat the beloved and respected Mr. Meekly, who always 
sought to hide behind the merits of the company. Next 
to mm was Major SettJe; no o»c spoke with more impor- 
tance on things of no signification. And beside him sat 
Miss Lovely, who looked Apntiroent, and, while she was 
silent, inspired others with, sense and virtue. 

These were the principal characters. The rest could 
not be said to be of any character at all. The cloth had 
wm l»t«ly removed, and a A<»t of glasiet «tx4 ^<t^\w\Avi 
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I. 

I glowed on the table, when in comes young Harry, esoort- 
t { ed by his nurse. 

AU the eyes of the company were, instantly, drawn 
upon him; out he advanced, with a vacant and unobser- 
ying physiognomy, and thought no higher vOf the assembly 
than as of so many peasants at a country wake. 

Dicky, my dear, says my lady, go ana welcome your 
brother ; whereat Dick went up, took Harry by the hand, 
and kissed him with much affection. Harry thereupon 
having eyed his brother, I don't know you, said he blunt- 
ly, but at the same time held up his little mouth to kiss 
him again. , 

Dick, says my lady, put your laced hat upon Harry, 
that we may see how it becomes him, which he imme- 
diately did: but Harry, feeling an unusual incumbrance 
on his head, took off the hat, and having for some time 
looked contemptuously at it, he cast it fYom him with a 
sudden and agile jerk, as he used to cast flat stones, to 
make ducks and drakes in the mill pond. The hat took 
the gla&ses and decanters in full careen smash go the 
glasses, abroa(f pours the wine on circling laces, dresden 
aprons, silvered silks, and rich brocades ; female screams 
fill the parlour; the rout is equal to the uproar, and it was 
long ere most of them could oe composed to their places, 
lu the meanwhile, Harry tookno kmd of interest m their 
outcries or distresses: but spyin? a large Spanish pointer, 
that lust then came from under the table, he sprung at 
him like lightning, seized him by the collar, and vaulted 
on his back with inconceivable agility. The dog, wholly 
disconcerted by so unaccustomed a Burden, capered and 
p!unged about in a violent manner; but Harry was a 
Dettrr horseman than to be so easily dismounted: where- 
on the dog grew outrageous, and rushing into a group of 
little misses and masters, the children of the visitants, he 
overthrew them like nine-pins; thencr prrnseeding with 
equal rapidity, between the legs of Mrs. Dowdy, a very 
fat and eldelrly lady, she instantly fell backward with a 
violent shriek, and, in her fall, unfortunately overthrew 
Frank the foxhunter, who overthrew Andrew the angler; 
who overthrew Bob the beau, who closed the catastrophe. 

Our hero, meantime, was happily dismounted by the 
intercepting petticoats, and fairly laid, without damage, 
in the fallen lady's lap. From thence he arose at his 
leisure, and strolled about the room; with as unconcern- 
ed an aspect as if nothing had happened amiss, and as 
though he had neither art nor part in this frightfUl dis- 
comfiture. 

When matters were once more, in some measure, set 

to rights, My heavens ! exclaimed my lady, I shall faint, 

the boy is positively an idiot; he has no apprehension 

or conception of persons or things. Come hither, sirrah, 

f/ff crwawith m angry toive; but, instead of oomplying, 
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Harry cast on ber a look of resentment, and sidled over 
towards his nurse. Dicky, my dear, said my lady, go, 
and pretend to beat his foster-mother, that we may try 
if the child has any kind of ideas. Here her ladyship, by 
ill fortune^ was as much unadvised as her favourite was 
unhappy in the execution of her orders; for while Dick 
struck at the nurse with a counterfeited passion, Harry, 
instantly, reddened, and gave his brother such a sudden 
nush in the face, that his nose and mouth gushed out with 
Diood. Dick-set up the roar ; my lady screamed out, and 
rising and running at Harry with all imaginable fury, she 
caught him up as a falcon would ^truss a robin, turned 
over his petticoats, and chastised him with all the violence 
of which her delicacy was capable. Our hero, however, 
neither uttered cry nor dropt a tear ; but being set down, 
he turned on the company an eye of indignation, then 
cried. Come away, mammy, and issued from the asseih- 
bly. 

Harry had scarce made his exit when his mother ex- 
claimed after him. Ay, ay, take him away, nurse, take 
him away, the little devil, and never let me see his face 
more. 

I shall not detain my reader with a tedious detail of 
the many and differing opinions that the remaining com* 
pany expressed with regard to our hero ; let it sumce to 
observe, that they generally agreed that, though tlie boy 
did not appear to be endowed by nature with a single 
fiicultyof the Animal rationale j he might nevertheless 
be rendered capable^ in time, of many places of very ho- 
nourable and lucrative employment. 

Mr. Meekly alone, though so gentle and complying at 
other timesr now presumed to disftent from the sense of 
the company. I rather hold, said he, that this infant is the 
promise of the greatest philosopher and hero that our age 
IS likeljr to produce. By refusing his respect to those 
superficial distinctions^ which fashion has inadequately 
substituted as expressions of human greatness, he ap- 
proves himself the philosopher ; and by the quickness of 
his feelings for injured innocence, and his ooldness in 
defending those to whom his heart is attached, he ap- 
proves himself at once the hero and the man, 

Harry had now remained six months more with nurse, 
engaged in his customary exercises and occupations. 
He was already, by his courage, his strength, ana action, 
become tremendous to all the little boys of the village ; 
they had all things to fear from his sudden resentment, 
but nothing from his memory or recollection of a wrong ; 
and this also was imputed to his native stupidity. The 
two mon^el dogs were his inseparable playfellows; they 
were all tied together in the strictest bonds of friendship, 
and caressed each other with the most warm and un- 
feigned affection. 
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I On a guTnmer*8 day as he strolled ftrtb with thete hitf 

*^ fkithfUI attendants, and rambled into a park whose gate 
he saw open, he perceived, in a little eopae that boraer- 
ed on a fish-pond, a stranger seated on a l)ench of tort 
Harry drew near with his usual intrepidity, till he ofaaerv- 
ed that the man had a reverend beard that spread OTer his 
breast, that he held something in his hancf on which h» 
gazed with a fixed attention, and that the tears rolled down 
nis cheeks, without ceasing, and in silence, except the 
half-suppressed ^bs that often broke from his baeook 
Harry stood, a while, immovable, his httle heart was 
affected, he approached the old man with a gentle rave- 
rence, and looking up in his face, and seating himself l^r 
his side, the muscles of his infant aspect began to lelax^ 
and he wept and sobbed as ikst as his companion. 
Frieki). — ^Pray, who is this ancient stranger 1 I have a 

freat curiosity to know. Is he necessary to your story ? Is 
e to have any Aiture connection with the child! how 
came he by the long beard ? beards were not the fiuhion 
in those days. Tliere must be some extraordinary rea- 
son for it, ir there is any reason at all. Is his stoiy long ? 
do you begin upon it directly 1 it is a great fault in au« 
thors, to hold tneir^ readers in suspense; our curiosity 
erows languid ; twenty to one it is vanished, before yoa 
begin to give it any kind Of satisfaction. Who in the 
world is he 1 what business has he h&ee 1 

AuTHOB. — Sir, you see he is a stranger ; I luwe men- 
tioned him as such. If he chooses to continue so^ for 
some time longer, I know of no right that I have to di»> 
cover him. ^ Perhaps I am the I only person breathing, 
whohd he has entrusted with the' secret of his affiiirs : I 
am upon honour not to betray him; you must pardon 
me — pray proceed. 



CHAPTER II. 

Tm old gentleman turned and gazed at the child, as 
on some sudden appairUon. His tears stopped. He 
returned the picture, which he held, into his bosom. And 
lifted up his eyes. Great Power, he cried, is this the one, 
of all the worfd^ who has any feeling for me ? Is it this 
babe, this sucklmg, whom thou has sent to be a partaker 
in my grie<l», and the sharer in my afflictions 1 Welcome, 
then, my little firiend, said he. tenderly turning and ca- 
ressing the child ; ^will live the longer for thy sake, and 
endeavour to repay the tears thou hast shed in my be- 
half. 

' The language of true love is understood by aU crea- 

UareB, and was that of which Harry had, almost, the only 

perception. He returned his friend'a caresses with on- 
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affected ardour, and no two could be more highly gratified 
in the endearments of each' other. 

What is your name, my dear? said the old gentleman.- 
Harry Clinton, Sir. Harry Clinton! repeated the old 
man, and'started. And pray who is your father? The 
child then looking tenderly at him, replied, 1*11 have you' 
for a father, if you please. Sir. The stranger then caught 
him ^p in his arms, and passionately exclaimed, You 
shall, you shaU, my darlino*, ibr the tenderest of rathers, 
never to be torn asunder, till death shall part us. 

Then asking him where he Uved, and Harry pointing 
to the town before them, they both got up atid went to- 
wards it. Our hero was now again all glee, all action ; 
he sprung from and to his friend, and played and gam- 
boled about him, like a young spaniel in the morning, 
just loosed from his chain, and admitted to accompany 
nis master to the field. As his two dogs frisked about 
him, he would now mount upon one, then bound upon 
t'other, and each pranced and paraded under him as de- 
lighted with the burden. The old gentleman beheld all 
with a pleasure that had long been a stranger to bis 
breast, and shared in the joys of his young associate. 

Being arrived near the rarm-house, nurse, who stood 
at the door, saw tbem approaching, and cried out. Gaffer, 
Gaffer, here comes our Harry with the dumb gentleman. 
When they were come up, good peoplc,^ says the 
stranger, is this your child 1 No, no, sir, answered the 
nurse, we are his fosterers. And pray, who is his fa- 
ther? He is second son, sir, to the earl of Moreland. 
The earl of Moreland ! you amaze me greatly ; is this all 
the notice and care they take of such a treasure? Sir, 
replied the nurse, they never ^ent for him but once ; 
thpy don't mind him. they take him for a fool. For a 
foot ! cried he, and shook his head in token of dissent ;' 
I am sure he has the wisest of all human hearts. I 
wish it may be so, sir, said the nurse, but he behaved 
very sadly, some time ago, at the great house. She then 
made a recital of all our young hero's adventures in the 
mansion parlour ; whereat the old gentleman inwardly 
chuckled, and for the first time of some years, permitted 
his features to relax into a smile of cheerfulness. 

Nurse, said he, every thing that I hear and see of this 
child serves the more to endear and bind me to him. 
Pray, be so good as to accompany us to my house, we 
will try to equip him better both as to person and under- 
standing. • 

As this stranger's seat made part of the village, they 
were soon there. He first whispered Iris old domestic, 
who then looked upon the child with surprise and plea* 
sure. The footman was next sent to bring the tailor, 
and some Bght stufife from the town shop, sl'^to^vi^ \a>* 
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log tliiu defpAtched, with respect to our hero's flrat coat 
MM breecued, nurse was kept to dinner ; and afler this 
gentleman had entertained his young guest with a varie- 
ty of little tricks, childish plays, and other fooleries^ to- 
wards evening he dismissed hira and his nurse, with a 
recioest that she would send him every day, and a pro- 
mise that be should be returned every night if she de- 
sired it 

Harry being thus furnished with the extemaKtokens 
of a man-child having been born into the world, became 
an inseparable iViend and play-fellow to his patron. At 
times or relaxation, the old gentleman, with the most win- 
ning and insinuating address, endeavoured to open his 
mind and cultivate his morals, by a thousand little fables, 
sucli as of bold sparrows, and naughty kids, that were Car- 
ried away by the hawk, or devoured by the wolf; and of 
good robins and innocent Iambs, that the very hawks 
and wolves themselves were fond of: for he never pro- 

gosed any encouragement or reward to the heart of our 
ero, save that of the love and approbation of others. 
At the timas of such instruction, Harry, who knew no 
other dependence, and beheld his patron as his father and 
his God, would hang upon his knee, look up to his face 
delighted, and greedily imbibe the sweetness of those 
lessons whose impressions neither age, nor any occur- 
rence, could ever after erase ; so prevalent are the dic- 
tates of lips that are beloved ! 

At other times, the stranger would enter with our hero 
into all his little frolics ana childish vagaries, would run 
and wrestle with him, ride the rods, roll down the slope, 
and never felt such sweet sensations and inward delignt, 
as when he ;i^as engaged in such recreations. 

There was a cock at Harry's nurse's, the lord of the 
dunghill, between whom and our hero a very particu- 
lar intimacy and friendship had been contracted. Har- 
ry's hand was his daily caterer ; and Dick, for the cock 
was so called, would hop into the child's lap and pick his 
clothes, and rub his feathers against him, and court Har- 
ry to tickle and stroke and play with him. 

Upoa Shrove Tuesday, while Harry was on his road 
trom his patron's,- intending a short visit to his nurse and 
foster-father, a lad came t& the door and offered Gaffer a 
double price for Dick ; the bargain was quickly made, the 
lad bore off his prize in triumph, and Gaffer withdrew 
to the manuring of a back neld. Just at that crisis 
Harry came up, and inquired of the tnaid for his daddy 
and mammy, but was answered that neither of them 
was within. He then asked after his favourite cock, but 
was told that his daddy had, that minute, sold him to' 
yonder man, who was almost out of sight. 

Away sprung our hero like an arrow from a bow, and 
Juid the man in Yiew till he saw him enter a great 
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erovrd at the upper end of the street Up he comet, at 
last, quite out or breath; and making way through the 
assembly, peceived his cock, at some distance, tied to a 
short stake, and a lad preparing to throw at him with a 
stick. Forward he rushed again, and stopped resolutely 
before the bird, to ward (he blow with his own person, at 
the instant that the stick had taken its flight, and that all 
the people cried out. Hold ! hold ! One end of the stick 
took Harry on the left shoulder, and bruised him sorely ; 
but not xegardiug that, he instantly stooped, delivered his 
captive favourite, whipt him under . his arm, caught up 
the stick, flourished it as in defiance of aU opponent, 
made homeward through the crowd, and was followed by 
the acclamations of the whole assembly. 

The old gentleman was standing before his court door 
when his favourite anived all in a sweat : What's the 
matter, my dear, says he, what made you put yourself 
into such a heati what cock is that you have under 
your arm 1 In answer to these several questions, Harry 
mgenuously confessed the whole affair; and when his 
patron with some warmth cried. Why, my love, did you 
venture your life for a silly cock 1 Why did I, repeated 
the child, why sir, because he loved me. The stranger 
then stepping back and gazing upon him with eyes of 
tender admiration ; May neaven forever bless thee, my 
little angel, he exclaimed, and continue to utter from 
thy lips the sentiments that it insi)ires ! Then catching 
him up in his arms, he bathed him with his tears, and 
almost stifled him with his caresses. 

In a few days our hero was again restored by frequent 
fomentations to the use of his arm ; and his dada 
as he called him, and he, returned to their v old recrea- 
tions. 

As Harry *s ideas began to open a^id expand, he erew 
ambitious of greater power and knowledge. He wished 
for the strength of that bull, and for the swiftness of 
yonder horse ; and on the close of a solemn and serene 
summer's evening, while he and his patron walked in 
the garden, he wished fbrwings, that he mi^ht fly up 
and see what the sky, and the stars, and the rising moon 
were made of. 

In order to reform this inordinancy of his dipsires, his 
patron addressed him in the following manner. 

I will tell you a story, my Harry. On the other side 
of yonder hill there runs "a mighty dear river ; and in 
that river, on a time, there lived three silver trouts, the 
prettiest little fishes that any one ever saw. Now God 
took a great liking and love to these pretty silver trouts, 
and he let them want for nothing that such little fishes 
could have occasion for. But two of them new sad 
and discontented ; and the one wished for this things 
and the other wished for that thing, «aOiik!&VCQ«t <)i^^m 
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could lake plMsure in any thing that they bad, becati90^ 
they were always longing for something that they had 
not. 

Now, Harry, you must know that all'this was very 
naughty in those iWo Uttle troats ; for God had been ex- 
ceedingly kind to them ; he had given them every thing 
that was Attest for them ; and he never grudged them 
any thing that was tor their good : but instead of thank- 
ing him for all bis care and his kindness, .they blamed 
him in their own minds for reAising them any thing that 
their silly fancies were set up<m. In short, there was 
no end of their wishing, and longing, and quarrdling in 
their hearts, for this thmg and t'other. 

At last God was so provoked, that he resolved to 
punish their naughtiness by granting their desires, and 
to make the folly of those two little stubborn trouts an 
example to all tlie fo(^ish fish in the whole world. 

For this purpose he called out to the three little silver 
trouts, and told them they should have whatever they 
wished for. 

Now the eldest of these trouts was a very proud little 
ftsh, and wanted, forsooth, to be set up above all othor little 
fishes. May it please your greatness, says he, I must 
be free to tell you that 1 do not, at all, like the way in 
which you have placed me. Here you have put me mto 
a poor, narrow, and troublesome river, where' I am 
straitened on the rieht side, and straitened on the 
leit side, and can neither get down into the ground nor 
up into the air, nor go where, nor do any one thing I 
have, a mind to. I am not so blind, for all, but that I 
can see well enough, how mighty kind and bountiful 
you can be to others. There are your fkvourite little 
birds, who fiy this way and that way» and mount tip to 
the very^ lieavens, and^o whatever they please^ and have 
every tnin^ at command, because you have given them 
wings. Give me such wings also as you have given to 
them, and then I shall have something for which I 
ought to thank you. 

No sooner asK than have, lie folt the wings he wished 
for growing from either side, and in a minute, he spread 
them abroad, and rose out of the water. At first he 
felt a wonderAil pleasure in finding himself able to fly. 
He mounted high into the air, above the very doudii, 
and he looked down wiih sccMrn on all the fishes in the 
world. 

He now resolved to travel, and to take his diversion 
ikr and wide. He flew over, rivers, and meadows, and 
woods, and mountains, till, growing Ikint with hunger 
and thirst, his wings began to fail him, and he thought it 
best to come down to get some'refireshment 

The little fool did not consider that he was now in a 
jftfMDffe country, and many a mite ftom the sweet river 



XHS POOL OY QtTALtTT. d9 

Wkcie Me wm tMMm and bred, and had received all liia 
HoiiiiafaineBt. So, when he came down, he happened to 
alight among dry sands and rocks, where there was not 
a hit to eat, nor a drop of water to drink ; «nd so there 
he lay ftint and tired, and unable to rise, gasping and 
fluttering, and heating himself against the stones, tiU at 
k&gth lie died in great pain and misery. 

Now the second simr trout, though he was not so 
bii^HBoinded as the first little proud trout, yet he did not 
want for conceit enough ; and he was moreover a nar- 
low-iieaited and very selfish little trout, and provided he 
himself was snug and safe, he did not care what 
became of all the fishes in ^ world. So he says to 
God: 

May it please your Honour. I don't wish, not I, for 
wings to ny out of the water, and to ramble into strange 

Ehuxa, where I don't know what may become of me. I 
ved contented and happy enough till the other day, 
when as I got under a cool bank from the heat of the 
sun, I saw a great rope coming down into the water, and 
H ftuitened itself, I don't know how, about the gills of a 
little fish that was basking beside me, and he was lifted 
out of the water, struggling and working in great pain, 
tiU he was carried, I know not where, quite out of my si^t: 
s6 I thought in my own mind, that this evil some time 
or other, may happen to myself and my heart trembled 
within me, and I have been very sad and discontented 
ever since. Now, all I desire of you is, that you woqld 
teU me the meaning of this, and of all the other dangers 
to which you have subjected us poor little mortal fishes ; 
Ibr then I shall have sense enough, to take care of my 
own safisty, and I am very well able to provide for my 
own living, I warrant you. 

No sooner said than done. God immediately opened 
his understanding ; and he knew the nature and mean- 
ing of snares, nets, hooks, and lines, and of all the 
di^gere to wmch.such little trouts could be liable. 

At first he greatly rejoiced in this his knowledge ; and 
be said to himself, now surely I shall be the ham>ie8t of all 
fishes ^ for as I understand and am forewarned of every 
mischief that can come near me, I'm sure I love myself 
too well not to keep out of harm's way. 

From this time forward he took care not to go into 
any deep holes, for fear that a pike or some other huge 
fisB^ might be there, who would make nothing of swal- 
lowing nim up at one gulph. He also kept away ftom 
the shallow places, especially in hot weather, lest the 
sun should ^ry them up, and not leave him water 
enough to swim in. When he saw the shadow of a 
doudcoming and moving- upon the river. Aha! said he 
to himself, here are the nshermen with their nets ; and 
immediately he got on one side «nd cAL\)3)Lft^^QS:w<\«t ^^da 
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banks, where he kept trembling in his skin till the dotid 
was past Again, when he saw a fly skimming on the 
water, or a worm coming down the stream, he did not 
dare to bite, however hungry he might be : No no, said 
he to them, my honest friends, I am not such a fool as 
that comes to neither ; go your ways and tempt those 
who know no better, who are not aware that you may 
serve as baits to some treacherous hook, that lies hid for 
the destrhction of those ignorant and silly trouts that are 
not on their guard. 

Thus this overcarefiil trout kept himself in continual 
frights and alarms, and could neither eat, nor drink, nor 
sleep in peace, lest some mischief should be at hand, or 
that he might be taken napping. He daily grew poorer 
and poorer, and sadder and sadder, for he pined away 
with hunger, and sighed himself to skin and bone ; till, 
wasted almost to nothing with care and melancholy, he 
at last died for fear of dying, the most miserable of all 
deaths. 

Now when God came to the youngest silver trout, and 
asked him what he wished for; Alas ! said this darhng 
little trout, you know, may it please your worship, that I 
am but a very foolish and good for nothing little fish; and I 
don't know, not I, what is good for me, or what is bad 
for me ; and I wonder how I came to be worth bringing 
into the world, or what you could see in me to take any 
thought about me. But if I must wish for something, 
it is that you would do with me whatsoever you think 
best ; and that I should be pleased to live or die, even 
just as you would have me. 

Now, as soon as this precious trout made this prayer 
in his good and humble little heart, God took such a 
liking and a love to him, as the like was never known. 
And God found it in his own heart, that he could not 
but take ^reat care, of this sweet little trout, who had 
trusted himself so wholly to his love and good pleasure : 
and God went wheresoever he went,. and was always 
with him, and about him, and was to him as a father and 
friend and companion : and he put contentment into his 
mind, and j03r into his heart: and so this little trout 
slept always in peace, and wakened in gladness ; and 
whether he was full or hungry, whatever happened to 
him, he was still pleased and thankful ; and he was the 
happiest of all fishes that ever swam in any water. 

Harry, at the close of this fable, looked down and 
grew tlioughtful, and his patron left him to himself to 
^ruminate on what he had heard. Now Harry had often 
heard talk of God^^nd had some general though con- 
fused notions of his power. 

The next day he requested his patron to repeat the 

story of the three little silver trouts. When he had 

ended, dada, saya Harry, I believe I begin to guess a 
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little at what you mean. You would not have me wish 
for any thing, but leave every thing to God ; and if I 
thought that God loved me half as well as you love me, 
I would leave every thing to himself, like the good little 
trout. He does, my Harry, he loves you a thousand 
times better than I love you, nay a thousand times bet- 
ter than you love yourself. God is all love ; it is he whd 
made every thing, and he loves every thing that he has 
made. Ay, but, dadaj I can't, for the heart of me, help 
pitjring tiie two poor little naughty trouts. If God loves 
every thin^, why did he make any thing to die? You 
begin to think too deeply, Harry ; we will speak more 
of these matters another time. For the present, let it 
suffice to know, that, as he can kill, he can also make 
alive again, at his own i)leasure. 

Harry had now remained about twelve months with. 
his patron, when it was intimated to the earl and his 
lady, Uiat the dumb man had taken a fancy to their 
child, and that he was almost constantly resident at 
his house. Alarmed at this news, and apprehending 
that this man might be some impostor or kidnapper, 
they once more sent orders to the nurse to bring the 
boy home. \ 

Nurse ran in a hurry to the stranger's, and having in- 
formed him of the necessity she was under to take 
away the child, many mutual tears were shed at part- 
ing ; but Harry was the sooner paciSed when nurse told 
him 4hat it was but for a short visit, as before. 

When they came to the castle, there was no company 
jn the parloar, but the earl arifl his lady, with Lord Ricli- 
ard and some other masters of quality, about his age 
and size. Harry, however, looked about with a brow of 
disgust; and when my lady desired him to come and 
kiss her. May be youMI whip me, he answered suddenly. 
No, she replied, if you don't strike your brother Dicky 
any more. I wont beat him, says Harry, if he wont 
beat mammy. Come then and kiss me, my dear, said 
my lady ; whereon Harry advanced with a slow caution, 
and held up his little mouth to receive her salute. He 
was then kissed by his father, his brother, and the little 
masters, and all things promised future reconcilement 
and amity. 

A number of glittering toys wc.rc then presented to 
Harry on all sides ; he received thenij indeed, in good 
part, but laid them all aside again, as things of whose 
use he yet was not wise cnou!?h to be apprehensive. 

F HI Elf p. Is it not too early for your hero to show a 
contempt for toys 1 * . 

AuTHOH. My lady, as you will see, imputed it to 
his folly, not to his philosophy., - 

Fr. But children have a i}atural fondness for fine 
ihings, , 
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AvT. How so ? is tbeD9 « natural value in Unua 1 

F». No. But 

AuT. Education, indeed, baa made the fondneaa next 
to natural: the coral and bella teach infiuita on the 
breast to be delighted with sound and glitter. Has. the 
child of an inhabitant of Monomotapa a natorai iooi^ 
ness for garbage ? 
Fb. I think not 

AuT. But when lie is instructed to prize thenit and 
sees it to be the Cushion to be adorned with such Uung& 
he prefers them to the glitter of gold and pearl. Tell 
me. was it the folly or philosophy, of the cock in tba 
&ble, that spurned the oiamona and wished tot the bar* 
ley-corn. 

Fr. The moral sa^s it was his fi>lly, that did not 
know how to make a right estimate of things. 

AuT. A wiser moral would say it was his philosophyt 
that did know how to make a ri^ht estimate ot 
things ; for of what use could the diamond be to the 
cock 1 In the age of acomjui, antecedent to Ceres and the 
royal ploughmain Triptolemus, a single barley-corn had 
been of more value to mankind, than all the diamonds 
that glowed in the mines o( India. 

Fb. You see, however, that age, reflection, and phi- 
losophy, can hardly wean people from their early fondness 
for show. 

AvT. I see, on the contrary, that the older they grow, 
and the wiser they think themselves, the more they be- 
come attached to trifles. What would you think of a 
sa^e minister of state, who should make it the utmost 
height of his wishes and ambition to be mounted on a 
hobby-horse 1 

Fa* You can't be serious for the soul of you. 
AuT. It has been seriously, and truly, and UteraUy 
the fact: for Haman being asked by the greatest 
monarch upon earth, what should be done most desira- 
ble for the man whom the king delighted to honour 1 he 
answered, (in the persuasion that ne himself was Uie 
person,) " Let the royal apparel be brought, and let him 
be eurrayed therewith, and let him be put upon the horse 
that the king useth to ride, and let him be brou^tri; 
through the street, and have it proclaimed before him« 
thus shall it be done to the man whoin the kingdelight- 
eth to honour." What shall we say here 1 could the 
sa^e and amotions Haman think of nothing better than 
what would have suited the request of a child of five 
years oldl Or was it that the emperor of Asia, or this 
world itself, had nothing more valuable to bestow*, than 
^ a fine coat and a hobby-horse ? 

Fr. How many volumes do you expect this woi^ 
wil} contain 1 
AvT. Sir^ a book may be compared to itk% UhQ( 
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ymu iMighlMur. If it be giM>d, it cannot last too long ; 
U bad, you cannot get rid of it too early. 

Fn. But ]h)w Imag, I aay, do you propoae to makB 
your story? 

AuT. My good fiiendf the leader may maka it m 
aboit as be jdeases. 



CHAPTER III. 

Mt lady piqued tbereat UAd the ear! that she re- 
solTed once more to prove the wits of the youngster in 
breeches ; and whispering to Dicky, he imiMdiately 
went out and took with him his companions. Soon 
after, Dick returns without his shoes, and with a pitifVil 
face, cries, brother Harry. I want a pair of shoes sadly, 
will you give roe yours t Yes, I will, said Harry, and 
instantly strips and presents them to him. Then en- 
tered another boy and demanded his stockings in the 
like petitioning manner; another beeged his hat, an- 
other his coat, another his waistccMit, all of which he be- 
stowed without hesitation ; but when the last boy came 
in and petitioned for hiis shirt, No, I wont, said Harry, 
a little moody, I want a ^rt myself. My lady tlien 
exclaimed, Upon my conscience, there is but the thick- 
ness of a bit. of linen between this child and a down- 
right fool. But my lord rose up« took Harry in his 
arms, and having tenderly embraced him, God bless 
thee, my boy, he cried, and make thee an honour tu 
Old England! 

Dinn^, soon after, was ordered up. and Harry per- 
mitted his nurse to retire peaceably to the kitchen during 
the interval, as he and all the masters were then on 'terms 
ot amity. 

My lady placed Harry next herself at table, but no 
peer ever paid such a price at Pontac's, as our distressed 
tiero did that day for his ordinary : for he must sit up 
just so, and hold his knife and fork just so, and cut his 
meat, and open his mouth, and swallow his victuals, 
just so and so and so. And tlien, between every two 
words, there was to be so many my lords and my ladies, 
and I thank you sir, and I thank you madam, and mas- 
ter this, and master that, that poor Harry, no longer able 
to contain himself, cried, I wish I was with my mammy 
in the kitchen. 

After dinner the children were set to questions and 
commands ; but here our hero was beaten noUow, as lie 
was afterwards at draw-glove and shuffle the slipper. 
They next came to hot-cockles, and Harry, being the 
first down, had his left hand well warmed for near a 

qutfter of $n horfr, till, more by (m<1 Vv:X ^SBAxwvsi^ 
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grood policy, he fixed upon a delicate little genUeman, 
toe son and heir of lord and lady Toilet, who lay down 
accordingly, when Harry^ endeavouring to sum all the 
fovour he had received m ''one payment, gave master 
such a whirrick, that his cries instantly sounded the ne 
plus ultra to such kind of diversions. But Harry being 
chidden for his rudeness, and obliged to ask pardon, all 
was soon whole again. ^ 

Now, throughout these several amusements, though 
this group of little quality behaved themselves with 
^at good manaers towards our hero, yet, as my lady's 
judgment of his intellects became current through the 
country, and that all took him to be little removed from 
a natural ; these small gentry also held him in the low- 
est contempt and gave themselves secret credit for the 
decency of their conduct in his behalf. 

>Two or three of them, however, having maliciously 
contrived to set him in a ridiculous light, prevailed upon 
his brother to join in the plot. The^ accordingly pro- 
posed a play, wherein Harry was enjoined to stand jn 
the centre for so many minutes, and without motion or re- 
sentment, let his companions do what they would about 
him. 

Our hero, consequently, fixed himself to a postilre 
and countenance altogether determined, when the 
attack instantly began ; some grinned, some pointed, 
some jeered and flouted at him, some t*vitched tiim by 
the hair, some pinched him by the breech, one tweaked 
him by the nose, and another spirted water full in bis 
fhce ; but Harry bore all with the firmness and resigna- 
tion of a stoic philosopher.; till my lady, quite im]^ent, 
cried out, Did you ever see the like ? such a stock of a 
child, such a statue! why, he has no kind of feeling 
either of body or mind. 

While she was pronouncing these words, young 
Skinker, eldest son to a wealthy 'squire, achubbed un- 
lucky boy, about the oge of lord Richard, put one hand 
withm the other, and desired Harry to strike thereon, 
which he did accordingly; but feeling unusual smi^rt 
and fired at the treachery that ho justly conceived was in 
the case, Harry gave him such asudden fist in the temple 
as drove him staggering backward several steps. Skinker, 
wholly enraged, and conscious of superior strength, im- 
mediately returned, and with all his might gave Harry a 
stroke on the head, which compliment he returned by 
a pinch in the eye as rapid as lightning. All the boys 
stood aloof and amaised at the combat. My lady vehe- 
mently cried out to part them ; but my lord rose, and 
peremptorily commanded fair play. Meanwhile young 
Skinker, wholly desperate to be foiled by one so much 
his inferior in strength and understanding, flew on Harry 
//Jce 9 tUry, and fastened the nails of both bis hands ia 
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Iiii fiioe, from Tvbicli ^ipe our hero as quickly diMn^&|E^«fl 
innlseft by darting his tread into the nose and mouth of 
his adversary^ who was instantly covered i;frith bidod, 
tlKKtgh his passion would not permit him to attend to 
the pain ; for exerting his last enort, he closed in on out 
little diampion, and detennined, at once, to finish the 
comliat, by lifting and dashing him against the ground ; 
but Harry, finding hiiaself going, nimbly put one fdOl 
behind, and hit Skinker in the ham, and at the same 
time pushing forward with all his forcf», prone fell the 
urifbrtunate Skinker, precipitated by the double weieht 
iff himself and his antagonist, and his head rebounded 
against the floor, while -up sprung Harry, aitd With 
a punch in the stomach of Skinker, piit a period to the 
fravi 

All dismayed, and wlioUy discomforted, Skinker 
slowly arose, and beg:an to cry most piteously. Jlis- 
companions Oien gathered about him, and compassion- 
ating his plight, turned an eye of indignation lipon" 
the victm* ; all promiscuously exclaimed, O fie, master 
Harry, lam quite ashaiiied, master Harry, you gave the 
first blow ; it was you tliat gave the first dIoWj tmister 
Harry; to all which reproaches, Harry surlily replied, 
If I gave first blow, he gav« first hurt. 

Come, come, said my hird, there must he something 
more in this affair than we are yet acquainted with. 
Come hither master Skinker, tell me the truth, my dedr; 
v^hat was it you did to Hnffy that provoked him to 
strike you f Indeed, sir, said sifinker, I did not intend 
to hurt him so much. When I gave him one hand to 
strike, I h^ld a ^in within side in the other, but the pin 
run up firfher than 1 thought for. GO, go, said my 
lord, ycm deserve what you have got. You are an 
iH-iicarted boy, and shall not come here to play any 
mote. 

My lady then cdllcd Harry, desired to look at his 
hsrid; and found the palm covered with blood. This 
she washed away« and having found the wound, she put 
a small bit of black sticking silk to the orifice, And Hdrty 
instantly held himself as sound a man as ev^r^ 

It was theny timt indtead of exulting or crowing over 
his adversary, he began to relax into mejancholy and de* 
jectton, aind sidehng over towards Skinker, and looking- 
Wistfully In his face. If, Said Harfy, tfrfth a trembling llpj 
if you will kiss and be friends with me, I'll neirer be«t 
you any more. To this overture Skinker was, i»i%h * 
slllleh reltictahce,' persuaded by his companions; dhd 
fkatA that momeht, the victor began to gain ground in 
tke mrt and godd gnfces both of fkther and mother. 

Ififlitn^aiw tfpproicihed^ the eandleA 7}«ti&>\^\»\\^ 
tmd the children took a short an^ a\\gYv\T«'^%s^« VV.'Mfiubx 
Dicky then privately whisperlnK \a Tu% m%3toBa»^^'w»^ 
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fear not to ba MgbteDed al nhtt ihA might r«, tnd im- 
iDMlittelr withdrew. In a than time be returned, and 
'SUberinc all his little componions into a Rtoup in ttu 
eentra of the parlour, held lliem awhile in chat; when 
I O tremendeua^ a back door flew open, and in glided a 
.' moat lerril^lng and horrihle apparidan; the body and 
limb* from the necli donnwanis were al^ wrapt in i 
I windiDs iheel; and the head, (houeh fear could uot at 
U&d to ila foim, appeared wholly illuminated tvilti 
/ flamea, that gtaced tlirougli the eyea, mou^i, &nd nos- 

f At eight hereof, master Dicky apiKarini; the Oral t« 

I ba frighted, acrsamed out and ran behind hiH mainmn't 

I chair, aa it were Ru protection : the panic grew inetantly 

' ccmlagiiHU, and all this lioat of little gentry, who were 

Iheceafter to ftgnn our senalea and bi lead our amiifq. 

ran, Atlekinc and ahi*ering, lo hide themeelvea in holei 

and to tremble in comers. 

Onr hero, alone, stood undaunled, thmiEh concerned ; 
uid lilie an aMronomer who, with equal dread and at 
ten tidk, conlem plates some sudden phenomenon in the 
beaTcns, which he aKirehends (o be sent as an en»if(ii 
DT forerunner to the (iill of mighty fitates, or dispeopling 
of nuiona, ao Harry, with bent 'anil apprehensive 
brows, beheld and considered the approsching spectre. 

He had never heard nor formed any idi'a of ghosts oi 
bobgoblina, he therefore Mood to delilierate what he had 

yet budged : when his brother cried out, from behim 
my ladpa chair. Beat it, Harry, beat it. un the inatatf 
Barry flew bacli lo Uie corner next Iho hall, and calchW 
up hi» atair, the trophy of Sbrove-Tuesday, he return* 
UptKk the spectre, and aiming a noble blow at tile illuW 
Dated econee, he at once BiHushrd the outward lanlhiif 
drove the candle, flame and all into Ilie month of U 
who held it ; and opened hie upper lip from tiie ii( 
to the teeth. Out spouted the blood as from a spifl 
The ghoat clapped all (he hands that he had tq7 
mouth, and alunk away to show to his ftionds in' 
Ulcban, bow he had been baflSed and mauled by h 
bill of aeven aumtners. n 

Heavan preeerve ub, cried my lady ! we shall ,' 
DOtbing but broils and bloodshed in the house whilj 
child li among ua. Indeed, my deer, replied thf 

bwdnesb it was the fault of your &iouiitii Diclcf 
deaiied tlw lioy to strike. i 

By thia time, the httle gentry came, sU tioig 
Imwng-holes, though yet pale and nnaaaiirecL 
whalaivr contempt they might have for the Intel 
Bairyi they tiad now a very aioceie v. 
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Bed time now approaching, and all being agam set- 
tted, Harry, says my lord, you bave been a very good 
Itojr to-day, and have joined with your companiotis in all 
their little plays : now, if you have any piays to show 
them, 1 am sure they will have the good manners to do 
as you desire. What say you, Harry ? have you any 
play to shovi( them ? Yes, Sir, said Harry, I have a many 
of them ; there's ikst, leap frog, and thrush a thrush. 
To it, then, Harry, says my lord * and pray, all you little 
gentlemen, do you observe his directions. 

No sooner said than done. Harry took his compan- 
ions one by one, and causing them to stoop, with their 
heads towards the ground in a long line, and at certain 
distances each before the other, he returned to the tail, 
and taking the advantage of a short run to quicken his 
motion, he laid his hands on the rump of the hindmost, 
and vaulting lightly over him, he, with amazing rapidity, 
flew along the whole line, clearing a man at every mo- 
tion, tin he alighted before, the foremost, and down he 
popt in the ftosture of those behind. 

My lady, in utter astonishment, lifting up her hands and 
eyes, exclaimed, O the fine creature, O the graceful crea- 
ture ! if there was but a mind to match that body, there 
would not be such another boy in the universe. 

Lord Richard, being now hmdmost, was the next who 
adventured, and, with action enough, cleared his two first 
meii; but then having lost the advantage of his run, and 
his foreman, being of more than ordinary size, lie first 
struck upon his rump, and pitching thence, broke his 
forehead against the noor. He ^ot up however with a 
pleasant countenance, and runnmg along side the line, 
■et himself in his former posture before his brother. TI o 
hindmost then, and then tlie next, and the next, and so 
onward, took their turns, in succession, without any bet- 
ter success. The one bruised his shoulder, another 
sprained his- finger, another bumped his head, anoUicr 
broke his nose, &c. kc. So that, in less than five minutes, 
my lady had got an hospital of her own, though not al- 
together consisting of incurables. 

Now, spirits and vinegar, brown paper, black plaster, 
&c. were called for in a hurry; and the several stupes 
and dressings being skilfully applied, the children were 
ordered to their respective beds ; and nurse was prevail- 
ed upon to continue with Harry, till he should be recon- 
ciled to his new iriends and associates. 

Harry was now become a favourite, especially among 
the servants, who, in a manner, adored him, since the ac^ 
Venture of the box and the hobgoblin. 

Fbibnd. — Hobgoblin : in good time. — Nothing amazes 
me so much as the terrifymg apprehensions that tJ^ 
world, firom the beginning, h&B uavNei&«\V^ e\:^\\»x:cw<^^ 
of ghosts and spectresw 
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Ainraoli. — ^Do you fear thetb'? 

Fr.— bNo — I can't say — not much^ — something of this 
formerly. I should not like, even now, to lie alone, in 
ft remote chamber of a ruinous casUe said to b^ haunt- 
ed, and have my curtains, at midnight opened suddenly 
by a death's head and bloody bones. All nonsense I 
know it; the early prejudices of a dastardly fancy— ^I 
fear, while 1 am convinced there is nothing to be fear* 
ed. — Do you think there is any such thing in nature as 
a spirit 1 

AuT.— fknow not that there is ajiy such thing in na- 
ture as matter. 

Fr. — Not know there is any such thing as matter 1 — 
You love to puzzle — to throw lets into the road of com- 
mon sense. — What else do you know 1 From what e^ 
tan you form any kind of ideas! 

AuT. — The room is warm enouj^h, more heat is need- 
leas. — I know that thoughla and conceptions are raised 
in my mind : but, how they are raised, or that they are 
adequate images of tilings supposed to be represented, 
I know not What if this something, or this nothing, 
called matter, shoyild be a shadow, a vacuum, in respect 
of spirit, wholly resistless to it and pervadeable by it T Or 
what if it be no other than a various; manifestation of tlie 
several good and evil qualities of spirit? If one infinite 
spirit, as is said, fills the universe, all other existence 
tnuii be but as tpe space v/hercin he essentially abides 
and exists ; indeed, they could not be produced, or con- 
tinued for a moment, but by his existing omnipotently, 
ifidivisibly. entirely, in and throughout every part. 

Fr, — This is new, very new — but I will not batter 
my brains against your castlp. — According to your 
tliesis, when a man is apprehensive ofa spirit or spectre, 
it is not of sluidow but of substance that he is afraid. 

AuT. — Certainly; his principal apprehension arises 
flrom his believing it more sutt!c:ent, mure powerful and 
more formidable, than iiimself. 

Fr. — Excuse me, there arc more tremendous reasons. 
On the supposition of an engagementi those sort of irivi- 
athle gentry have many advantages over us. They give 
si man no nmnner of fair ptay. They nave you here, 
and have you there, ant! your best watch and ward is no 
better than fencing against an invisible iTail. — But, se- 
riously, do you tiiink we have any innate fears of those 
matters ? 

AtJT. — All our fears arise from the sense of our own 
weakness, and of Che power and inclination that others 
may have to hurt us. 

FB, — If our horror of apparitions ia not innate, haw 

Smes it to pass, that solaier^, that general officers, who 
re alt other danger, that heroes, who, like Brutus, Kave 
g^/rea death to themselves, pr who have t>eeh led to exe« 
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tfldwk wHhotit a chfttiffing elMek | htve yet dtewM to Ui 
uone, or to be left in the dark I 

AvT. — We all see that a spirit ha« taflt |Mmef * No* 
thing else in truth can have any power at all. We per* 
eeive, by ourselves and others, with what ease it CAti Agk 
ttppn wiiat 'we call matter ; how it moves, how it lifta It 
PMaps, were our spirits detached Arom this distempered 
prison, to which the de^eheraeyof our ftillen nature hae 
eoiMned them, they might more easily whirl a mountiun 
thro' the atmosphere, than they can now cast a pebble 
into the air. The conskleration of tnis poWef, when 
joined to malevolence, as is generally the case, Mcoisee 
^ery tremendous. The stories told by nurses and jToe- 
siM about a vrinter's dre, when tne young auditofi 
vibnch closer and closer together, and dare not look 
about fbr fear of what may be tehind them, leave in^ 
pressione that no subsequent reason or religion can 
eShce. The ideas of an apparition on these occasions, 
are eotineeted with all the horror, of which infant imagi- 
nations can be susceptible; fangs, horns, a threatening 
tnien, saucer eyes, a naming breath, and a deadly aspect. 
When children are told of fairicfi, who carry off people Ur 
dwell with them under ground; and of evil spirits, who 
snatch away soul and body together, to be their asso- 
ciates in regions of darkness and woe; the fear of such 
evils greatly surpasses those of death, as it weds misery 
to existence beyond the grave. — On the contrary side, 
had ftpiHts been originally represented to infants, as 
beings of an amiable appearance, and as guardians bene- 
volent and beneficent to man ; had they further deigned 
lo vist us under such representations, and, had we ex- 
perienced the advantage of their instructions and good 
effices, we should have met them with transport, and 
have parted with regret 

Fr. — I observe that, as our female antiouarifins drop 
off, our fkith in spectres perceptibly decays. We have 
not the fiftieth story either propagated or believed, that 
was credited as gospel when I was a bey. What think 
you ; is it for or against religion, that such fubles should' 
get fboting among mankind 1 

Airr. — I never could think it for the interest of reli- 
gion, that the providence of God should be elbowed, ae 
tt were, quite out of the world by a system of deBmonism. 
On the other hand, I take the Devu to be a personage 
ef much more prudence, than to frighten his ihvouritee 
from him by assuming such horrid and disgusting ap« 
pearances. He rather chooses, to lurk behind temptation, 
in the allurement of beauty, tne deceitftilness or smiles, 
the glozing ot compliments, in revel and banqnetting, ii| 
titlee and honours, m the glitter of ornament, and in the 
pomp of state. When God sends his spirits on mean%e^ 
|o m9^f ^^^i'^frp is a nieaoing of impoi\iBititeVii\!Eft «it«fcA» 
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' Sadl WW that ot bit angel to Hanoah, Tar the deUvery 
, of a people ; and to Zacluria* and tbe bleawd virtcin. nt 

the redemption of haman kind. But, wben tbe di 



jnbat 

» driveller. 

J never yet heard of one of theae miaaioni that conid ba 
GonaCnied to any intention of cunning or cominan «□■«. 
I therefore Iiold the lf«ende of Ms EboeUy Tisiution to be 
•llmether apocryphd. 

Fk, — Every man of conunon aense miut be of the 



yet, have you known any per« 
') prejudicee, who made no dtatini;' 
:a] article, between ditkneaa and 



■ wholly free from such prejudices, who made 



mid-day, between a lonely cham^hoUHi and a 

Ax^. — I have ; but they Were men of exceeding 
strong nerves : as alio of exceeding deal or exceeding 

equally met tbr the same purpose on Uda occaaion. 

Two travellers, the ooe a nun of piety, tbe other a 
piaDigale. met at a Fountty inn just as night came upon 
Uieni. It was Halon tide-Eve, l>- ••• — -■ — 



For want of better company our travellera made up u 
scquaintsnee, and ftirther cemented it by a jug of goat 
liquor. The night wss dark. The girls of the hou« 
had new waahed their amocka, to be hung to the fl|i 
and turned by the ghoetly reeemblances of their Bwe9 
hearts; and Che conversation, in the kilolien, ran on maa 
an authentic narrative of spectres, and, patliculuiy, ( 
tbe inwa in gibbets who huog by the road, and who if 
reported, Ljetween twelve and one at oudnight, to ■ 
■cend Irom tile gallows, and take just threa turns ab* 

my orthi 
t what t. . ... , . 
companion ; I And all the world in tbe same at 

Set, as the saying is, I never saw anylhini 
dI than myself. As tor my share, aaid ■*' 

deed I should be glad to have a little c\ . ._. . ._ 

Pntleman. Kloutas you are, rejtHned hi* comp* 
will lay you a bet of Ave crowns that you i^- 
werm a porringer ot broth, and go, and oBer it 
there, to tba man in gibbets. I will depend 
bonoor for performance of arliclea. 'Tia done, _. 
other. The bets were produced, and respectft 
poaited ia tbe hsnda of my landlady. , 

Out pioar traveiler, who now bessA Vi^ ttoa 
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his wager, 9tole slily oat, while his companion was bih 
fied in heating the broth. He made up to the place 
where the deceased malefsctor was taking the ftesn air. 
The gallows was low, and, by the advantage of a bank 
behind and his own agility, fie leaped up, and fastening 
his arms about the shoulders of the corpse, so that they 
both appeared but as one body. 

He had just fixed himself to nis mind, when up comee 
his companion with the porringer and a stool. He di- 
rectly mounted the stool, and reaching up a spoonAiI ot 
broth to the mouth of the dead, with a firm and bo|d 
voice he cried, Sup man! why don't you sup 1 

Scarce had these words been uttered, when, fearful to 
hear ! with a tone deep as hell and dismal as the gr^ve. 

the man in gibbets replied ^It i — is too ho— t And 

damn you, why don't you blow it then 1 rejoined the 
other. 

Fr. — My nerves will not admit of this for ftict The 
tale indeed is good, though such an instance of intrepth* 
dity in any mortal may be disputable. But» shall we 
never return to our story again 7 

AuT. — It matters not how far we travel from it. lince 
the magic of a wish can bring us back in a twinklmg. 



CHAPTER IV. 

RvFTLED hnen, laced hat, silk stockings, kc, had now 
been ordered for Harry, with a new suit of cloUiea, trim- 
med Irke those of your beau-insects, vulgarly called but- 
terflies. They were tried on, in the presence of his pa- 
rents, and hiehly approved by all, except Harry himseli^ 
who seemed oy his ndgctings, to be somewhat disgust- 
ed at this new kind of incumbrance. Harry, says my 
lord, puts me in mind of the son of Jesse in the armour 
of Saul, he has not yet proved them. ' Well Harry, how 
do you like yourself! I don't know, not I, says fiarry. 
But, papa, can you tell me what these things are fori 
In truth, Harry, you pose me. Wont people love me 
better. Sir ? Not a whit indeed, Harry, replied my lord. 
Lord help that little fool's I>ead of thine, mterpoesd my 
lady ! if j)eople wont love thee, they'll respect thee the 
more. Fool'a head ! repeated my lord, upon my soaI» 
the child has more sense than half our nobility. 

Harry had been now near a month with his parents^ 
and as his nurse had not yet parted, he was tolerably 
amenable to quality government. However, he pined in 
the absence of his dada, as he called him, and daily im- 
portuned my lord and lady to be permitted to go and see 
nim: for, as Harry's heart told him that his bearded 
dada loved him better than «U the vroM, «^ Bm?| Vs^^ 
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^^ Y^l^ ^n tbree workit : for be was 9ver ^tmtpti§Qi 
gQini tbfejB times as far, in affitctlon ^nd good otBjxB, as 
Miy one went for him. 

^t length he obtained consent, and was conducted, 
by his nur^, in all his finery, on a visit to his ^ar 
aada. 

Their meeting was accompanied by tears of joy on 
bpth sides ; when the old gentleman, struck with concern 
at the garb in which he saw his darling, cried out. And 
who, my dear, put this fool's coat upon my cUUd 1 Fool's 
coat, Sir, says rlarry I Yes, my love, it is worse than 
aH that; they were very naughty doctors who have en- 
deayoured to poison my boy; There is not a bit of all 
this lace and ruffling, that is not full of rank poisons. I 
l«rill tell you a story, my Harry. 

There was once upon a time, a very good and a very 
clever boy called Hercules. As he grew up, besides his 
prayerfi and his book, he was taught to run» and leap ; 
to ride« F^'csUe^ ^nd cudgel ; and tnough he was able to 
beat all the boys in the parish, he never used to hurt or 
quarrel with any ot them. He did not matter cold, nor 
hunger, nor what he eat, nor what he drank ; nor now, 
nor yrmxe l\e lay ; and he went always dressed in tha 
skin of a wild beast, that could bear alt winds and wea- 
thers, and that he could put on or off at pleasure ; for 
he knew that his dress was no part of himself, and could 
neither add to him nor take away any thing from him. 

When this brave boy came to man's estate, he went 
^out the worlc}, doing good in all places ; helping the 
weak) and feeding the nungry^ ana clot)iing the naked, 
and comforting those that cried, and beating all those 
that did hurt or wrong to others ; and aU good pieople 
loved him with their whole heart, and all naughty people 
feared him terribly. 

But, O sad and dismal ! a lady, whom he had saved 
from great hurt and shame, made him a present of a new 
coat, which was called a shirt in those days, as they wore 
it next the skin. And now, my Harry, take notice. The 
lady had covered his coat, all over, with laces, and with 
rumfngs, and with beads of glass, and such other fooler- 
ies ; so that poor Hercules looked just as fine as you do 
now. And ne turned him to 'this side, and he turned 
him to that sid^, and he began to think more and better 
of hiniself, because he had got this fool's coat upon him. 
And the poison of it entered into his body and into his 
xnind, ^d brought weakness and distempers upon the 
one an4 the other. And he grew so fond of it, that be 
could not bear to have it put off: for he thought that, 
to part with it, would be to part with liis fiesh firom hi9 
bones. Neither wonld he venture out in the rain, any 
mere ; nor box nor wrestle with any body, for fyai oi 
fippiime ^ 4i2e coat So iM ia tm§ h^ \oa^ (he l<yv9 
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tad the pnisee of every body; and all people scorned 
him, and pointed at him for a fool and a coxcomb, as h0 
went by. 

-For some time after the old gentleman had finished 
his story, the child continued to gaze at him, with fixed 
eyes and open mouth, as fearfiil of losine any sylliible 
that he miglit utter ; till, recollecting himself, he criiea out, 
O, this is a verv sad case, indeed ; I wish my coat wa^ 
burnt, so I do ; but don't fear for me, dada. Wh% hoW 
then, Harry T replied his patron. Why, I may nnd a 
trick for all this^ dada ; I warrant you never see me in 
this ugly coat again. 

After this ana some other instructions and mutual en- 
dearments, nurse pressed to be gone ; and these two fbnd 
friends were competed to sunder, with a promise, on 
Harry's part, of a speedy return. 

For some time atier his arrival at the mansion house, 
Harry- appeared thoughtful, and ^atly dejected, which 
they ascribed to his parting with his old friend ; but Harry 
had schemes in his head that they were little able to 
Aithom or guess at Halving peeped about for some time, 
he found a knife in a window, which he instantly seized 
upon, and then stole up, with all possible privacy, to his 
apartment. 

There he stript himself in a hurry, and falling as 
auicklx to work, began to cut and rip and rend away 
me facings of his suit without sparing cloth or seam. 
While he was thus in the heat and verv middle of his 
business, he heard himself repeatedly called on tlie stairs, 
and huriying on his clothes to obey tlie summons, he 
ran down stairs to the parlour, witii half the trimmings 
han^ring in fritters and tatters about him. 

The droll and very extraordinary figure that hd cut, 
struck all the compamy In utter amazement. Having 
f^azed on him, for some time, in a kind ^f silent stupor. 
Why Harry, cried my lady, what's all this for 1 who 
abused you, my child, who put you in this pickle? 
Come hither ana tell me, vidio spoiled your clothes ? I 
did, madam> You did, sirrah, cried my lady, giving him 
a shake, and how dare you spoil them ? Why, because 
they wanted to spoil me, saia Harry. And who told you 
they would spoil you sirrah ? I wont tell, said Harry. I'll 
lay a wager, criea my lady, it was that old rogue with the 
beard; but I'll have him whipt fot a fool and a knave out 
of the pariah. Pray, my dear, be patient a little, said 
his lor^hip. Come here, Harry, and tell me ihe truth, 
stoutly, and no harm shall happen to you or your dada 
with the beard. Come, Erpeatr, what fault did he find 
with your clothes 1 Why, Sir, he said, as how they would 
poison me. Poison you, my dear ; pray how was that ? 
Why, Sir, he told me as how there was a little mastfti 
«9lled Her^ile«» and fts how he wm a m\^\iV^ ^<(^^\iQ^> 
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and was cold and bunny, and almost naked, and did 
not matter, so as he coiua do good to everybody ; and as 
bow every body loved bim witb all tbeir heart. And 
tt^n, be told me, as how be got a mighty fine coat, and 
looked here and looked there, and minded nothing but 
his coat ; and as how his coat poisoned him, and would 
not let him do any more good ; and as bow all the boys 
they bated him, and pissed upon him. Sir — and as how 
I believe that's all, Sb.— 

Here my lord and lady took such a chink of laughing, 
that it was some time before they could recover ; while 
Harry looked abashed and disconcerted. But my lord, 
recollecting himself, took the child on his knee, and 
warmly pressing him to his bosom, I ihiist tell you, my 
Harry, said he, as how you are a mighty good boy, aiid 
as how your dada with a beard is a mighty good aa^ 
and has told you all that is ri^ht and true ; and that I wilt 
go myself, one of these days, and thank bim in person. 
Thank you. Sir, says Harry. 

Well, Harry, said my lord, I promise that no one shall 
poison you any more, veith my consent Whereu])on 
another new suit was immediately appointed, of a kind 
that should fear no weather, nor, in case of ^irt or da- 
mage, draw upon Harry the resentment or admonitions 
of his mamma. 

Just as dinner was served up, Mr. Meekly entered and 
took his seat. He came in order to conciliate a late dif- 
ference between the earl and Sir Standish Stately ; and 
in this he found no manner of difiicul^, as my lord was, 
by nature, of a kindly disposition, and required no more 
tnan a first advance to be reconciled to any man. 

During the entertainment, Harry kept nis eyes fixed 
on Mr. Meekly ; and as soon as the doth was q£E^ be 
rose, went over to him, looked fondly in his iace, and 
took hold of his hand with the fiuniliarity of an old ac- 
quaintance. 

Mr. Meekly, said my lord, my son Harry pays you a 
very particular and very deserved compliment ; he puts 
me in mind of that sort of instinct, by which a strange 
dog is always sure to discover, and to apply to the most 
benevolent person at table. Indeed, my lord, said Mr. 
Meekly, (caressing the child) I know not, whether by 
instinct, or by what other name to call my own feelings ; 
but certain it is that, the first moment I saw bim in nis 
little peasant petticoats, I found my heart strongly affected 
toward him. 

In a short time my lady retired, witb the children, and 
led the earl and Mr. Meekly, over a temperate bottle. 
Mr. Meekly, said my lord, (taking him cordially by the 
hand) I rejoice at the advantage of our late acquaint- 
ance, or rather I repine that it was not earlier. I am 
ereaUy interested, Sir, in asking you a few questions, ii 
/ thought I m^bt do it witboift otSexvie, Kim ^qi>\ an^ 
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wiy straitened in your drcumstances 1 — No, my lord.— 
But would you not wish them more affluent, would you 
not wish, that your power of doing: good were more ex- 
tensive, more answerable to the benevolence of your 
own inclinations 1 — I cannot say that I would, my lord. 
I have upwards of seven hundred a year clear income ; 
and that is considerably more than I have occasion to 
expend. — It would be mdelicate, replied the earl, very 
indelicate to own, that I am sorry for your prosperity ; 
and yet I find that I should have been happy in your 
distress, in the power it would have given me to serve, 
to oblige you. I want a friend, I want just such a friend 
as Mr. Meekly ; and I know of no price at which I would 




to your particular attachment, I am content to be taken 
into the general circle of your benevolence. 

The world, Mr. Meekly, think me the happiest of 
men ; blessed in my family, in my friends ; witli health, 
honours, affluence ; with the power of gratifying every 
wish that human fancy can form ! but alas ! my sensa- 
tions are very far from affirming their Judgment of these 
matters ; and I will deserve your advice, your consolation 
if you can afford it, by unbosoming myself to you with- 
out reserve. 

When I reflect on my past life, I look on jnany parts 
of it with repentance, and on the whole with regret. Not 
that I wish the return of pleasures, that I now despise, 
or of years spent in a manner that virtue and common 
sense must eoualiy disapprove ; but I am arrived at my 
evening of life, like a sportsman, who, having been in 
pursuit of game all the day, returns homeward, sorrow- 
ful, fatigued^ and disappointed. With every advantage 
ttMit could gratify either my vanity or my appetites, I 
cannot affirm that I ever tasted of true enjoyment 5 and 
I now well perceive, that I was kept from being misera- 
ble, merely oy amusement and dissipation. 

As I had the misfortune to be bom to a title and a vast 
estate, all people respected, in me, the possession of those 
objects wnioh they themselves were in pursuit of. I 
was consequently beset with sycophants and deceivers 
of all sorts, and thereby trained, from my infancy, to 
unavoidable prejudices, errors, and false estimates of 
every thing. I was not naturally ill-disposed, but I was 
perpetually seduced from all my better tendencies. 

Both tay parents died, before I arrived at those years 
wherein our laws allow of any title to discretipn. i had 
but one brother. that dear brother, how many sighs 
he has cost me : I was older tlian him by about seven 
yean ; and this disparity of our age, to%eV\vct m>&v >^<fc 
pievatiag aoUon of my birthright, gave Toaa \}afe ^\i\5as)t>X^ 
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tli« aira of ■ fbther, willMiit s Gither's (endenMia Urn 
atda him. Thii mutually prevNited ilnt coffHalily, tbt 
BympHlhy. >s I may SRy, by nhich biathen mould De a 
menteit together durinn tlveir minority. And when oo 
(iiaTdiaii, as I then judged, had so far betrayed Ms tnial 
BB to bind mv bratlier apprentice to a trader, and then 
him of an title to icenliliiy, I looked upon 



f^an 



...m an B^ranch cut off ftom the ftimily-tree ; aqd as my 
thdughls about him vrere accompaniM by coldneaa or 



J (bitore to make any enquiry concemii^ him. 
I am apt to think, however, that he was not equaHr 
unnatural on hie part ; but hearinp of the dJHotule lifb 1 



_, __, .._ TiiKlit jutrtly d< 

unworthy of his acquaintance or notice. 

During the time of my intimacy with his lata majeetr, 
and the miniaters of his pleaHures and policy, a Mrram 
bnnlicbt me n«d, that a genllemBn, attended by a num- 
ber of the principal citilena, waited for me in my anli- 
chamhar; whereupon I gave orders for Uulr immediate 
tnlfod action. 

On their siitrnnco, I was awAilly struck with the pte- 
aence of their principal, with the elegance of hi- "-'— 
. ^ ... ^ ofliia aspr-' — -" "■ -' "■'- 



and I fblt myself dinwn to him by a sudden Und of ie- 
■tinctive attachment. 

My lord, says be, we come to wait upon yon in tile 
name of the very respectabls body of the citltens of 
London : some infrineements have been lately made on 
their city charter, and their flixt application is to your 
lordship, as they wish, above all olbere, to be obliged (A 

They have been Tory discreet, sr'-" —"-■--■—= ' 

an adtoeale. Their demands n ._ 

they fail oF saccess while you are their aoliellor. 
■ J Iw, ■ 



ipeale. Their demands must b 

iil oF saccess while you are their i 
-," paper, proceeded he, contains a clear detail ( 
righta'and the encrqacliinents that have been mad 



This paper, proceeded he, contains a clear detail at 

.;. .;.i... „j|j t]]g encruBchinenta that have been madf 
rhcy are sensible of your lordahip'B interest 
iBJesty and the ministry^ and they hnmbty 



petitiim for your tkvour end happy infloence In their be- 
Without papers, I replied, or any inducement aare 

that of your own request, let me but know vthat I em to 

do, and I shall think myself truly honoured and oUiged 

by your commands. 

My lord, he rejoined, I do not wlrfi to betray yon into 

any mistaken or unmerited comnlajsonce. I am bat k 
, trader, a citizen of the lower order. 

t now felt myselt blosh with shame and disappr^nl- 

ment ; I resented by being decnved by the digniqr of his 

appearance ; and I wea more particularly piqued by the 
MrcaaOcat kind of smile with which he doeeA Mn iv3a^ 

tWum, AJl ceofctBed, I looked doim, •»&' imMwMLta- 



* 
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» ariir the iMiper, in order to etiiii time fbr 
|[ wMiftStiftB- HitTing, at intervals, muttetea a few words, 
~ te tbarters, ^nts, privileges, immunities, arid so 
^,^ I ftitt not, said I, an enemy to the lower ranks of 
tel;J>oor people must live, and their service, as well as 
fBbot<miatioiL.is necessary to society ; but I conf^tta I wf» 
flhvttys fotid of those sumptuary laws, that confined the 
de^e^ of men to their respective depirtments. and pre- 
linfed mechanics from confounding tliemselvcs with 
gfeDtiemen, 

My lord, says he, with the roost easy afid provoking 
mcoAcem, when you shall be p eased to look down 
fiom the raperiority of your station^ and to consider 
fl^gs ana persons according to their merits, you will 
not ae^nse some, merely for oeing of use to others. The 
ir^iltb, prosperity, and importance of all this world, are 
feanded ana erected on three living pillars, the TitLKR 
qfihe ground, the MANUFAr,TiTRii:R,and the Mkhciiant. 
Of thcSse the tiller is supposed to be the least respretable, 
as he requires the least of genius, invention, or address ; 
•hd yet Ui6 ploughman Tfiptolemus was Worshipped as 
s gOQ ; and the ploughmain Clnciiinatus is still held in as 
Qigh esteem as any peer of any realm, save tliat of Great 
Bntaiti. 

I have Kniow'ni said I, a mob of such gods and dicla- 
tOTS somewhat cfangerous at times. I must he free to 
feD you, mister, that hratters are much cfian^ed since 
tnincesses kept sheep, and the sons of kings were cow- 
Eerds. . 

The ranks and orders of men are now appointed and 
tnow^, and one department must not presume to break 
in upon another. My baker, barber, brewer, butcher, 
batter, nosier, and tailor, are, unquestionably, of use, 
^ougn T hate not the honour of being acquaints with 
one of them; and, hitlu?rto, I have deemed it sufficient 
to send toy servants to entertain and pay them their bills, 
witiioot admitting them to a tt^tc-a-tete, as tft present. 

tie how rejoined, with a little warmth, My lord, we 
^rdon your indeUcacy, in consideration of your error. 
t3<c venerabte body, now present, might be admitted to 
St tete-a-tete with the first estate ot^this^ kingdom, without 
any cohoescension on the purt of majesty. And would 
ton allow yourijelf to 6e duly informed, t should soon 
msuife you sensible jthat we Have actually done you tire 
Ijumotir which we intended by this visit. 

Pe^tnit ttie to repeat, tliat the wealth, prosperity, arrd 
mvporiance of every thing upon earth arises from the 
TiiAxtf the M ANUFACTU««ii, and the Mkhciiawt ; and 
Mt, Q» iioiUne is truly estimable, salve in proportion to 
08 uGKty, |be^ are. cotisemientlv, very fear ftoxn hefttg 
^m ekatttcierf* The tiner euppti^ the monu* 
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the merchant sapplies the world with all its wealth, tt 
is thus that industry is promoted, arts invented and im- 

S roved, commerce extended, superfluities mutually ven- 
ed, wants mutually supplied ; that each man becomes 
a useful member of society ; that societies become further 
of advantage to each other ; and that states are enabled 
to pay and dignify their upper servants with titles, rich 
revenues, principalities and crowns. 

The merchant, above all, is extensive, con8ideral)le, 
and respectable by his occupation. It is he who fur- 
nishes every comfort, convenience, and elegance of life; 
who carries off every redundance, who fitls up every 
want ; wlu) ties country to country, and clime to clime, 
and brings the remotest regions to neighbourhood ana 
converse ; who makes man to be literally the lord of the 
creation, and gives him an interest in whatever is done 
upon earth ; who furnishes to each the product of all 
lands, and the labours of all nations: and thus knits into 
one family, and weaves into bne web, the affinity and 
brotherhood of all mankind. 

I have no quarrel, I cried, to the high and mighty my 
lords the merchants, if each could be humbly content 
with the profits of his profession, without forming them- 
selves intt) companies, exclusive of their brethren, our 
itinerant merchants and pedlars. I confess myself an 
enemy to the monopolies of your chartered companies 
and city corporations ; and I can perceive no evil conse- 
quence to the public or the state, if all such associations 
were fliis instant dissolved. 

Permit me, lie mildly replied, once for all, to set your 
lordship right in this matter. I am sensible that the gen- 
tlemen of large landed properties are apt to look upon 
themselves as the pillars of the state, and to consider 
their interests and the interests of the nation, as very lit- 
tle beholden to or dependent on trade : though the fact 
is, that those very gcnUemea would lose nine parts in 
ten of their yearly returns, and the nation nirie tenths of 
her yearly revenues,' if industry and the arts, (promoted 
as I said by commerce) did not raise the products of 
lands to tenfold their natural value. The manufacturer, 
on the other hand, depends on the landed interest for 
nothing save the materials of his craft ; and the mer- 
chant is wholly independent of all -lands, or rather he is 
the general patron thereof. I must further observe to 
your lordship, that tliis beneficent profession is by no 
means confined to individuals as you would have it 
Large societies of men, nay mighty nations, may and 
have been merchants. When societies incoiporate for 
such a worthy purpose, they are formed as a fcetus with- 
in the womb or the mother, a constitution within the ge- 
neral state or constitution ; their particular laws and re- 
gulatiouB ought, always, to be conformable to those of 
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the national system : and in that case, siijch corporations 

EeatJy conduce to the peace and good order of cities and 
rge towns, and to the general power and prosperity of 
the nation. 

A nation that is a merchant has no need of an ex- 
tent of lands, aa it can derive to itself subsistence from all- 
parts of the globe. Tyre was situated in a small island 
on the coast of Phoenicia, and yet that single city con- 
tained the most flourishing, opulent, and powerful nation 
in the universe ; a nation that long withstood the united 
forces of the three first monarchies, brought against her 
by Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander the Great. The 
seven United Provinces do not contain land sufficient 
for the subsistence of one-third of their inhabitants j but 
they are. a nation of merchants; the world furnishes 
them with an abundance of all good things; by.coni- 
meroe, they have ^rived at empire ; they have assumed 
to themselves the' principality of the ocean; and by 
being lords of the ocean, are in a measure become the 
proprietors of all lands. 

Should England ever open heir eyes to her own inte- 
'^est, she will follow the same prosperous and ennobling 
profession : she will conform to the consequences of her 
situation. She will see that, without a naval pre-emi- 
nence, she cannot be safe ; and that, without trade, her 
naval power cannot be supported. Her glory will also 
flow from this source of her interests, and a sail-yard 
will become the highest sceptre of her dignity. She 
will then find that a single triumph of her flag will be 
more available for her prosperity, than the conquest of 
the four continents ; that her pre-eminence by sea will 
carry and diffuse her influence over all lands ; and that 
universal influence is universal donainion. 

Avarice, my lord, may pile; robbery may plunder; 
new mines may be opened ; hidden treasures may be 
ctiscovered ; gamesters may win cash ; conquerors may 
win kingdoms ; but all such means of acquiring riches 
are transient and determinable : while industry and 
commerce are the natural, the living, the never-failing 
fountain, from whence the wealth of this world can alone 
be taught to flow. 

Ana can you, cried I, have the effrontery to insinuate 
a preference^ of yourself and your fellow cits, to our 
British nobles ana princes, who derive their powers and 
dignities i)*ora the steadfast extent of their landed pos- 
sessions 1 Was it by barter and bargain that our Ed- 
wards and Henrys achieved their conquests on the con- 
tinent 1 or was it by pedlars and mecnanics, think you, 
that the fields of Cressi, of Poictiers. and Agtncourt, are 
rendered immortall 60, 1 continued, seek elsewhere for 
redress of your insignificent grievances ; we give little 
to sturdy beggari, hut nothing to saucy rivals, 
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Wholly kindled by this invective, he cast o^-^ J 
fierce atid menacing regard : and witli a severe ^^stf 
and a side glance that shot fire, When courtiei-^i /# 
he) acquire common sense, and lords shall have X^aJf 
to behave themselves like gentlemen, I nuay do ga0 
one the honour to acknowledge him for. a brothe:rv t 

Your brother ! exclaimed Mr. Meekly, your brQ0 

my lord! — Yes, Mr. Meekly, ray brother, my ai^^ 

ble, niy very amiable and honourable brother,, indt^ 
But turning contemptuously fron^ me, he instantly 
parted With his attending citizens. 

I ought to have followed, I ought to have stayed Ir ^ 
I ghould have fallen Upon his neck : with my tears ^^ -^sw 
care^es I should have wrung a pardon from him, and :^^^ 
have su(Tered him to leave me till by mv submissions I Tmux 
obtaitiea full forgiveness. This, inaeed, was my first 
ernotion ; but tlie recollection of my'long and unnatu- 
ral neglect^ my utlcr disregard of his person and con- 
C4»rns, now aggravated by my late insults, persuaded me 
that a reconciliation on his part was impossible. 

I remained disconcerted, and greatly disturbed. I 
felt with what pride and transpoit I should now have 
acknowledged, have courted, hav^ clasped this brother 
to my bosom: but my fancy represented him as ice in 
my arms, as stirinking and turning from me withdiisgust 
and disdain. At Times, I formed a hundred schemes to- 
Wiirds recovering Iiis affections j but again rejecting 
these as ineffectual, t endeavoured to console myself for 
his loss, by considering his Isttc demeanour as cxceitding 
faulty, and expressive of a disposition insuffefaMy 

J)roud and overbearing. My heart, indeed, acknow- 
edged how very lovely he was in bis person ; but the 
superiority of his talents and the retinement of his 
manners, gave him a distinction that was not altogether 
so grafcftil. 

All day I kept my apartmient, in displeasure at my 
brother, myself, and the world. The next morning I 
was informed, that the moment he left me, he went* to 
the minister, who engaged, at his instance, to have every 
grievance that he complained of, redressed to its extent; 
that the minister had afterwards introduced hira to his 
maiesty in fuQ levee, tiiat the king held him in long and 
familiar conversation, and that all the covert was profuse 
of their admiration and priiises of Mr. Clinton. 

'thh also was fresh mattef of triumph to htm, and 
mortification to me. It was now -evident that my bro- 
(hers application to me was intended, merely to do me 
peculiar nonour ; and in return, said I to myseflf, i hav^ 
^deairourcd to cover him with confusion and disgraee. 
T6t^ when I understood that he baa disdained to dkseh 
^bn me OB biB firother^ or of nif btood^l tVno <K:mt^«d%Bi 
derive JuMtte ftoni 6ny claim ot wftuVVl '^wtw \«sa.\ 



THE FOOL OF QUALITY^ 51 

and I further felt that I,could not for^ve him the re* 
proaches which he constrained me to give myself in his 
behalf. 

From that time I took great pains to dissipate or sup- 
press those uneasy sensations which the remembrance 
of him gave me. But after I had married and retired 
from the glare and bustle of the world ; and more par- 
ticularly on th& birth of my first child, Vhen my heart 
had entered into a new sphere of domestic feelings, this 
dear brother returned with double weight upon my 
mind. Yet his idea was no longer accompanied by envv 
or resentment, but by an affectionate ana sweet, thotign 
paining remorse. 

I wrote him a letter full of penitential submissions, 
and of tender and atoning prayers for pardon and re- 
concilement. But, alas, my messenger returned with 
tidings, that some years past, he had withdrawn, from 
trade, had retired to France or Holland, had dropped all 
correspondence, and that no one in England knew whe- 
ther he was dead or alive. 

Ah, my brotlier, my dear brother ! (I would often re- 
peat to myself) has any reverse of fortune happened to 
you, my brother 1 some domestic calamity, some heavy 
distress, perhaps ! and no brother at hand to conisole or 
share your afflictions. Return to me, divide my heart, 
divide my fortune with me and mine ! Alas, wretch 
that I am, you know not that you have a brother, one 
deserving of that name. You know not that this bosom 
of flint IS now humanized, and melted down in the 
fcrvoutof affection towards you. You hate me, you de- 
spise me, my amiable brother! How now shall I make 
you sensible that mv he^rt is full of your imago, of 
esteem, of tcnderest love for my lovely Harry Clinton. 

I again sent ntlier messengers in search of intelli- 
gence, and procured letters to the bankers and merchants 
of principal note c broad: but all my solicitudes and 
inquiries were equalljr fruitless. 

Tlie grief that this occasioned first taught me to 
reflect, and cast a shade over the lustre of every object 
about me. The world no more appeared as that world, 
which formerly, had held cut happmess to either hand. 
1 no longer beheld it through the perspectives of curiosity 
or youthful desire ; I had worn out all its gaieties; I had 
exhausted all its delights ; for me it had nothing more to 
promise, or bestow ; and yet I saw no better prosi>ect, 
no other resource. ,. , , 

Sliould 1 turn to religion, a little observation taught 
me, that the devotees themselves were warm in pursuit 
of objects of which I was tired ; that they were still subject 
to the passions and desires of the world ; and were no 
way to be distinguished from other men, save by an Utt* 
sociable regerve. or gicomv cwt of countenance. 

Vol. h l> 



M THE FOOL OF QUALITY. 

Ma; I ventare to confew to yoa Mr. Meekly, that, it 

tinM army despondf ncp, 1 dared to call tiie ju^ice and 
wiadom of Oranigot«n™ into queslion. Tate thie world, 

Snjd I to myself) consider it en it seemB to aland, in- 
apendent of any other, and no one liviiw can aasiEn 
a single end or purpose for whirh it could 1>e mad>^. 
Men are even as their fhtlow it)£firt>i; they rise to lifr, 
eiert their lineament", and flutter abroad during Ilie 
summer of their little aeason : then drDop, die nway, arid 
are mcceeded and succeeded in nil insi^nineant rotation. 
UsenttieflrmeBtlLuinan establighmente, the best laboured 
i^iteaia of poliry, ran scarce boast a nobler fiita or a 
lOBgec duration ; the mightiest states and nations perish 
like individuals ; in one leaf we read their history, we 



their achievements, iva are irtlerested in their «i 
but, proceed to the next, and j\p more than a 
is leil: the ninevehs and Babylims of Asia are 
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alien; the Sparta and 



promised to endure to etnnJtjr 
■XV vnBDu »nc uiB uLiruiil of Mnd t*hich, yestcrday, the 
cbHdren cast up on the shore. 

When I behold thi> ttupenduus expanse, >o aumptu- 
ixitig furoiahed with a promaioQ of planets and lumma- 
riea, revolving in appointed couises, and diversifying the 
■easona; I aee a work that is atlogeuier worthy of a 
God. Again, when 1 descend to earth, and look abroad 
upon the irflnile prodnrliona of nature, upon pnniriDR* 
■o amply answering to the wants of every-Uvmi bong, 
and on Objects and organs so Qnely fitted to each otfaer. 
I trace a complicated matte of wisdom, bounty and bene- 
Tolcoce 1 But when I see all the^ beauties and beneflla 
counteracted by some adverse anil destructive principle; 
iriiea the licavens gather theirctouda and roll thtsit thun- 
4er> above, and the earth begins to quake and open be- 
aeathua; when the air, that sw^med so late to be the 
breath and bahn of life, groivs pregnant with a variri* 
^ pests, plagues and poisona; when litb itself ia found 
to lie no olhei than the store hotise or habitation of death, 
and that all vegetable andanimnl syatema include, nithiu 
«i«ir ftame, the prinriples of inevitable distemper and 
die9ohition ; when, additional to all these natural nuF- 
chiefs, 1 conaider the eitent and empire of mornt eril '' 

a ion earth ; when I behold the wretched, perishable, 
art-lived animal, catted man, for the value of eome 
matter of property, as transient as hiinsrif, induatrious, 
and atudiousof the destruction ofhis species ; when, not 
content with the evils that nature haa entailed upon him 
oian oerts all his talents Ibr multiplying and speeding 
Ote means of perdition to man : when I see half tba 
iforM employed in pushing the other half from the verge 
irf-fxietence, and then dropping atUt in an, et\a\«» »3» 
^iMuaanf ja*l«y^mix ana iniaeij, I caKoMvoi^ftftj i*» 
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feoneile such contrasts and contradietiens to ther A^6Aey, 
or even i)ennission. of the one over-bailing prinaple oi 
goodness called God. ' 

Could not Omniscience foresee soch conseqUeneea aril 
creation 1 Unquestionably, said Mr. Meekly. 

Might he not nave ordered matters so as to have pr^' 
vented the possibility of any degree of natural or mimd 
evil in his universe 1 — I think he might my lord. — 
Why did he not then prevent them I ta^hat end could 
he permit such multiplied malevolence and misery 
among his creatures 1 For ends, wsrtainly, my lord, in- 
finitely worthy both of his wisdom and his goodness. I 
am desirous it should be so ; Aut cannot conceive, can- 
not reach the way or mea"^ of compassing such an in- 
tention. 

Can you not suppose, said Mr. Meekly, that evil may ' 
be admitted for accomplishing the greater and more • 
abundant good ? ^^y i^ot partial and temporary male- 
volence and misery be finally pi^oductine of universal,, 
durable, and unchangeable beatitude? May not the ' 
universe, even now, be in the pangs of travail, of labour 
for such a birth, such a blessed consummation '? 

It were, rejoined the earl, as our Shakspeare says, it 
were indeed a consummation devoutly to be wished ! 
But might ,not Omnipotence have brought about a con- 
summation equally good, without any intervention of 
preceding evill Had that been possible, my lord, it 
would unquestionably have been effected. But if cer- 
tain relations arise between God and his creatures, and' 
between man and man, wliich could not arise save on s 
previous supposition of evil, without which, indeed, 
neither the attributes of God himself, nor the insufh- 
eiencv, dependence, or obligation of the creature could 
have "tMseri duly discoverable throughout eternity ; tlien 
temporary evil becomes indispensably necessary to tL» 
consequence and consummation of the greatest good. 

Your notion, exclaimed the earl, is great, amazing, 
truly glorious ; and every way wortliy of a God who, iii 
sudn a cascv would be infinitely worthy of all worship ! 
Is this the reason Mr. Meekly, that what we all so 
earnestly seek for, is no wher^ to be found; thatnopoT- 
tion or taste of happiness is to be had upon earth 1 

I do not say so, my lord ; I think that a man, even on / 
earth, may be occasionally, nay diirably, and exceed-/ 

What, happy? durably, exceedingly happy, repeateq 
the earl. I was told that the experience Of ages, thaf 
philosophy and even divinity had agreed with Solomr^if 
in this, that all upon earth was vanity and vexation of spil 
rit.. If any man may enjoy happiness on this side of tW 
great consummation that you spealc of, I am persuad^* 
Mr. Meekly, that you yourself are th« maxv* X^wx VS^x 
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indeed, say nothing of the matter; but neither youi 
<eyes iioc your aspect can restrain the expression o 
«ome extiaordinary peace that abides within. O, say 
then, my dear, my estimable friend, whence, how, b} 
what means, may a man arrive at happiness? — Bj 
ii/Jttfns out of himself, my lord. 

Out .'^f himself, Mr. Meekly T you astonish me great 
Jhr. A coT^tradiction in terms, unnatural, impossible !— 
iSod, himselj' my lord, cannot make a man happy in anj 
other way, eitti^"'" here or hereafter. 

It is, said the e^^h an established maxim among al: 
thinking men, whei'*^r divines or philosophers, thai 
Self-lovb is the motive to all human actions. Virtue 
forbid, exclaimed Mr. Mec^^ily. All actions are justly 
held good or evil, base or hGi:*>urabie, detestable or ami- 
able, merely according to their niotives: but if the mo- 
tive is the same to all, there is an *-nd, at once, (o th€ 
possibility of virtue ; the cruel and thJ kind, the faithful 
and the perfidious, the pfostitute and ^he patriot, are 
confounded together. 

Do not all men, returned the earl, act agreeable to 
their own propensities and inclinations 1 do they not 
act so or so, merely because it pleases them so to actl 
and IS not this pleasure the same motive in all! By no 
means, my lord, it never was nor never can be thf? motive 
in any. We must go a question deeper to discover the 
secret principle or spring of action. One man is 
pileased to do good, another is pleased to do evil; now 
\f hence is it that each is pleased with purposes in their 
nature so opposite and irreconcileable 1 Because, my 
U rd, the propensities or moti\'es ta action in each, are 
tvi opposite and irreconcileable as the actions them- 
8i)lves: the one is promi)ted» and therefore pleased with 
liis purpose of doing evil to others, through some base 
piOijpect of interest redounding to himself; the other is 
prompted and spurred, and therefore pleased with his 

J)urpose of endangering his person, or suffering in his 
brtune, through the benevolent prospect of the good 
that flhall thereby redound to others. 

Pleasure is, itself, an effect, and cannot le the cause, 
or principle, or motive to any tiling ; it is an agreeable 
sensation that arises in any animal^ on its meeting or 
contemplating an object that is suited to its nature. As 
f vr as the nature of such an animal is evil, evil objeds 
can alone affect it with pleasure; as far as the nature of 
6 jch an animal is good, the objects must be good where« 
I by its pleasures are excited. 

When Damon was sentenced by Dionysius of Syij 
c Tuse, to die on such a day ; he prayed pef mission 
t be interim, to retire to his own country, to set 
8 ^airs of his disconsolate family in order. This 
if^ f^t jjstended most peremptonly to refuso) by 

\ 
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ing it, as he conceived, on the impossible condition of 
his procuring sorae one to remain as hostage for his 
return^ under equal fdrfeiture of life. Pythias heard the 
condition, and aid not wait for ah application on the 
part of Damon ; he instantly offered himself to durance 
m the place of his friend and Damoii was accordingly 
set at linerty. 

The king and all his courtiers were astonished at this 
action, as they could not account for it on any allowed 
principles. Self-interest, |n their judgment, was the sole 
mover of human affairs ; and they looked on virtue, 
friendship, benevolence, love of country, and the like, as 
terms invented by the wise to impose upon the weak. 
They, therefore, imputed this act of Pythias to the ex- 
travagance of his roily ; to the defect of head, merely, 
and no way to any virtue or good quality of heart. 

When the day of the destined execution drew near, 
the tyrant had the curiosity to visit Pythias in his dun- 
geon. Having reproached nim for the romantic stupidi*- 
ty of his conduct, and rallied him, some time, on hi(« 
madness, in presuming that Damon by his return, would'. 
pr£>ve as great a fool as himself; My lord, said Pythias, 
with »: firm voice and noble aspect. I would it were pos" 
sible that J might suffer a thousand deaths, rather vbam 
my friend shi;r'd fail in any article of his honour. .He 
cannot fail therci':?. my lord. I am as confident of«h:6 
virtue as I am of niy ^wn existence. But I pray, I be- 
seech the Gods to preserve the life and integrity of my 
Damon together. Oppose i»jn,ye winds! prevent the 
eagerness and impatience of his fionourable endeavours ! 
and suffer him not to arrive till, by my death, I have n?- 
deemed a life, a thousand times of mot'f .consequence, 
more estimation, than my own, more esi»jnablc to hip 
l«3vely Wife, to his predous Uttle innocents, to t's firiends, 
t-'his country ! O, leave me not to die the V'orst (rf 
deMhs in my Damon ! 

Dionysius was confounded and awed by the digiiity 
of these sentiments, and by the manner (still more se?ir 
timental) in which they were uttered ; he felt his heait 
struck by a slight sense of invading truths but it served 
rather to perplex than to undeceive him. He hesitated, 
he would have spoken, but he looked down, and retired 
in silence. 

The fatal day arrived. Pjthias was brought forth, and 
walked amidst the guard, with a serious but saL'sfied air, 
to the place of execution. 

Dionysius was already there. He was exall':?d on 
a moving throne that was drawn by six white htvses, 
and sat pensive and attentive to the demeanor ot' the 
prisoner. 

Pythias came. He vaulted lightly on the scaffoi^d; 
and beholding for some time the apparatus of his deaiAi 
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he tumeA with a pleased countenance and addresMd the 

a nawuftfl y, 

liSv TprtLyen are heard, he cried, the gods are propi- 
tdouJB 1 Yom know, my firiends, that the winds have been 
Mcdtitrary tiU yei^terday ; Damon could not come, he 
^cOUld not conquer impossibilities : he will be here to- 
'morrow, and the blood which is shed to-day shall have 
ransomed the life of my Mend. O, could I erase from 
your bosoms eyery doubt, every mean suspicion of the 
nonour of the man for whom I am about to suffer r I 
should go to mjT death even as I would to my bridal! 
Be 4t sufficient, in the mean time, that my friend will be 
IfdQnd noble, that his truth is unimpeachable, that he 
Svill speedili^ approve it, that he is now on his way, hur- 
rying oa, Aocusmg himself, the adverse elements, and the 
f*odft. Gat I haste to prevent his speed; executioner ! 
to ycfst office. 

As he pronounced the last words, a buzz began to 
ianse among the remotest of the people. A distant voice 
■was heard. The crowd caught the words, and, 
Stop, stop the execution ! was repeated by the whole " 
assembly. 

A man came at f\ill speed. The throng gave way to 
his approach. He was mounted on a steed of foam, 
in an mstant he was off his horse and on the scaffold, 
and heUl Pythias straiUy embraced. 

Yon ure safe, he cried, you are safe, my friend, my be- 
loved^ the gods be praised, you are safe ! I now have 
nothmg but death to suffer! and I am delivered from 
tlie 'Anguish of those reproaches which I gave my- 
«aX^Tor having endangered a life so much .dearer than 
mrfown. 

Pale, cold, and half speechless in the arms of his Da- 
mon, Pythias replied, in broken accents, — Fatal haste ! 
•cruel impatience ! — what envious powers have wrought 
impossibilities in your fkvour 1 But I will not be whoa^y 
•disappointed — since I cannot die to save, I will not sur- 
^ve you ! 

Dionysius heard, beheld, and considered all with 
astonishment His heart was inched; his eyes were p 
opened; and he could no longer refuse his assent to.r'' 
ifcruUis so incontestibJy approved by their facts. ' 

He descended from his throne. He ascended tf 
scaffold. Live,*live, ye incomparable pair ! he exda"" 
ed. Ye have home unquestionable testimony to the 
ceUence of virtue, and that virtue equally evinces 
certainty of the existence of a God to reward it. 
happy, live renowned ! and, O, form me by your, 
cepB, as ye have invited me by your example 
worthy of tiie participation of so sacred a friencf 

You bring your arguments quite home, IvAr. 
ami ^ earl; the unde^tanding cannot reject 
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heart so sensibly Jseb. My soul deeply ackaowie^(«i 
tbe existence of virtue, with its essential and inberant 
difiference from vice : and this difference I acknowledire, 
must as necessarily oe founded in the difference of the 
principles from whence they proceed : but what those 
principles are I know not; and I am equally a atranger 
tDwhat you intend by a man's p:etting out of himself in 
order to happiness. What am I to understand by the 
term s£Lr, Mr. Meekly ? 

Every particle of matter, my lord, has a self, or distinct 
identify, masmuch as it cannot be any other particle of 
matter. Now, while it continues in this, its state of sxxp- 
isHisrEss or absolute distinction^ it is utterly useless and 
insignificant, and is to the universe as though it were 
not It has, however, a principle of attraction (analo- 
gous or answerable to desire in the mind) whereby it 
endeavours to derive to itself the powers and advantages 
of all other portions of .matter. But when the divme 
intelligence bath harmonized certain quantites of such 
distinct particles into certain animal or vegetable systems, 
this principle of attraction in each is overcome, for eacli 
becomes attracted and drawn as it were from self; 
each Yields up its powers to the benefit of tbe whole ; 
and tnen,. and then only, becomes capable and produc- 
tive of siiape, colouring, beauty, flowers, fragrance and 
firuit. 

Be pleased noW to ol)serve, my lord, that this operao 
tion in matter is no other than a manifestation of the 
like process in mind ; and that no soul was ever capable 
of aity degree of virtue or happiness, save so frtr as 
it is drawn away in its affections from hxIf ; save so fkr as 
it is eogaged in wishing, contriving, endeavouring, 
promoting, and rejoiping in the welfare and happiness 
of others. 

It is, therefore, that the kingdom of heaven is most 
aptly and inost beautifully, compared ' to a tree bearing 
firuit and diff'using odours, whose root is the principle 
of infinite benevolence, and whose branches are the 
blessed members, receiving consummate beatitude from 
the act of communication. 

I think, Indeed, said the earl, that I can form some 
sort of a notion of such a society in heaven. But it 
would pose you, Mr. Meekly, to exemplify your 
position from any body of men that ever were upon 
earth. 

Pray pardon me, my lord ; the states of Sparta and 
Rome derived their lustre and power, their whole pre- 
eminence and praise, from this principle of communica- 
tion, which, in them, was called love of country. Bu| 
this beautifying principle was still more eminently in* 
stanced in the society of the, church of Jerusalem, who 
jiad all things i^ common ; who imparted their posses- 
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•ions to all men, as every man had' need ; and thence 
did eat their common bread with gladness and sinisrleness 
of' heart, praising God, and having favour with all 
people. 

YOU say, my lord that you can form a notion of some 
such excellence in heaven^ but I can form po notion of 
any excellence mortf edmurable, in heaven itself, than 
when a man, in his present state of frail and depraved 
nature, overbears his personal fears of pa':n and mortali- 
ty, and yields up his body to assured perdition, for pub- 
he good, or for the sake of those whom it delighteth him 
to preserve. 

I shall pass over the instances of the Roman Re^ulus 
and the Decii, as also that of Leonidas and his thnte 
hundred Spartans, who devoted their lives for the liber- 
ties of Greece : was that candidate less a hero, who, being 
rejected from being of these self-devoted, exclaimed, 
Tne gods be praised that thenc are thtec hundred in 
Sparta, better men than myself! But I c >me nearer our 
own times and our own nation, to exemplify this disre- 
gard of SELF, the vital soured and principle of every 
virtue, in mechanics orcraftmen in the city of Calais. 

Edward the Third, after tJie battle of Cressy, laid 
seige to Calais. He had fortified liis camp in so impreg- 
nable a manner, that all the efforts of France, proved in- 
effectual to raise the seige, or throw succours into the 
city. The citizens, however^ under the conduct of Count 
Vienne, their gallant governor, made an admirable de- 
fence. Day after day, the Bullish effected many a 
breach, which they repeatedly expected to storm by morn- 
ing ; but, when morning appeared, they wondered to be- 
hold new ramparts raised, nightly erected, out of th^ 
ruins which the day had made. 

France had now put the sickle into her second harvest 
since Edward with his victorious army had sat down be- 
fore the town. The eyes of all Europe were intent on the 
issue. , The English made their approaches and attacks 
without remission ; but the citizens were as obstinate in 
repelling all their efforts. 

At length famine did more for Edward than arms. 
After the citizens had devoured the I^an carcasses of 
their starved cattle, they tore up old foundations and 
rubbish in search of vermin. They fed on boiled lea- 
ther, and the weeds of exhausted gardens ; und a 
morsel of damaged corn was accounted matter of 
luxury. 

In this extremity they resolved to attempt the ene- 
my's camp. They boldly sallied forth ; the English 
jomed battle, and after a long and desperate engagement. 
Count Viei^ne was taken prisoner ; and the citizens who 
survived the slaughter retired within their gates. ^ 

On the captivity of the governor, the command 
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Yohred upon Eustace St. Pierre, the mayor of the town, 
a man of mean birth but of exalted virtue. 

Eustace now found himself under the necessit]^ oi 
capitulatmg, and offered to deliver to Edward, the city, 
with all the possessions and wealth of the inhabitanUu 
provided he i>ermitted them to depart with life and 
liberty. 

As Edward had long since expected to ascend the 
throne of France, he was exasperated to the last deeree, 
against these people, whose sole valour had defeatecf his % 
warmest hopes ; ne therefore determined to take an ex- 
emplary revenge, though he wished to avoid the impu- 
tation of cruelly. He answered, by Sir Walter Mauny, 
that they all deserved capital punishment, as obstinate 
traitors to him, their true and natural sovereign : that 
however, in his wonted clemency, he consented to par- 
don the bulk of the plebeians, provided they would deliver 
up to him six of their principal citizens, with halters 
about their necks, as victims of du,e atonement for that 
spirit of rebellion with which they bad inflamed the vul- 
gar herd. 

All the remains of this desolate city were convened in 
the great square, and like men arraigned at a tribunal 
from whence there was no appeal, expected with beating 
hearts the sentence of the cdnqueror. 

When Sir Walter had declared his message, conster- 
nation and pale dismay was impressed on every face. 
Each looked upon death as his own inevitable lot : for. 
how should they desire to be saved at the price proposed t 
whom had they to deliver, save parents, brothers, kin- 
dred or valiant neighbours, who had so often exposed 
tfieir lives in their defence 1 To a long and dead silence, 
deep sighs and groans succeeded; till Eustace St. Pierre, 
getting up to a little eminence, thus addressed the 
assembly : 

" My Friends, we are brought to great straits this day. 
We must either submit to the terms of our cruel and en- 
snaring conqueror, or yield up our tender infarlts, our 
wives, and chaste daughters, lo the bloody and brutal 
lusts of the violating soldiery. 

"We well know what the tyrant intends^ by his pre- 
cious oilers of mercy. It will not satiate his vengeance 
to make us merely miserable, he would also make us 
criminal, he would make us contemptible ; he will grant 
118 life on no condition, save that of our being unwor- 
thy of it 

** Look about you, my fHends, and fix your eyes on 
the persons, whom you wish to deliver up as the victims 
of your own safety. Which of these would ye appoint 
to the raek, the axe, or the halter? Is there any here 
who has not watched for you, who has not' fought for 
you, who has not bled for you? who, through the Lea^th. 
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of. IMS ioTetente 8iei:e, baa boI soflferod tkUgueeand 
miseries a thousand limes worse than death, that i^oa and 
yours might survive to days of peace and prosperity.'? Is 
it your preservers, then, whom you would destine to de- 
stiruction? you will not, you cannot do it. Justice, 
honour, humanity, make such a treason impossible. 

'* Where then is our resource 1 Is there any expedient 
left whereby we ma^ avoid guilt and infamy on the one 
hand, or the desolation and horrors of a sacked city on 
the other 1 There is, my friends, there is one expedient 
left ; a gracious, an excellent, a God-like expedient ! Is 
(bere any here to whom virtue is dearer tnan life 1 let 
him offer himsielf an oblation for the safety of his peo- 

Ple ! he shall not fail of a blessed approbation from that 
ower, who offered up his only Son- for the salvation of 
mankind.'* 

He spoke — but an universal silence ensued. Each 
man looked ttround for the example of that, virtue and 
magnanimity in others, which all wished to approve in 
themselves, though they wanted the resolution. 

At length St. Pierre resumed^-" It had been basd in 
me, my fellow citizens, to propose a matter of damage 
to otiiers, which I myself had not been willing to under- 
go in my own person. But I held it ungenerous to de- 
prive any man of that preference and estimation, which 
might attend a first offer on so signal an occasion. For 
I doubt not there are many here as ready, nay more 
zealous of this martyrdom than I can l>e, however 
miiesty and the tear of imputed ostentation may with- 
hold tliem from being foremost in exhibiting their 
merits. 

" Indeed, the station to which the captivity of Lord 
Vienne has unhappily raised me, imparts a right to be 
the first in sivinp: my life for your sakefl. I give it ftrcely, 
_ I give it cheerfully — who comes next V 

Your son ! exclaimed a youth, notjret come to matu- 
rity, '"Ah, my child! cried St Pierre, I am, then, 

twice sacrificed. But no— I have rather begotten thee 
a second time. Thy years are few but full, my son ; the 
victim of virtue has reached the utmost purpose and 
goal of mortality. Wiio next, my friends 1 This is the 
hour of heroes !" — Your kinsman, cried John de Aire ! 
your kinsman, cried James Wiisant! your kinsman, 

cried Peter Wissant! Ah; exclaimed Sir Walter 

Mauny, bursting into tears, why was not I a citizen o(' 
Calais 1 /^ 

The sixth victim was still wanting, but was quid 
supplied, by lot, from numbers who were now.emuloij 
of so ennobling an example. 

The keys of the city were then delivered to Sir Wall 
He took the six prisoners into his custody. He on 
(Ae ^atea to be o|)ened, and gave charge |o.hia at 
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ttits to oondoct the remainingdiizeiM, with their ftmiliM, 
tmoash the camp of the English. 

Before they departed^ howeyer, they desired pinmiis- 
sion to take their fast adieu of their deliverers. — Wht^t a 
parting, what a scene ! They crowded with their wives 
and children about St Pierre and his ftllow-prisoners ; 
they embraced, they clung around, they fell prostrate be- 
fore them ; they groaned, they wept aloud ; and the joint 
clamour of their mourning passed the gates of the city, 
and was heard throughout the camp. 

The English, by this time, were apprised of what pass- 
ed within Calais. They heard the voice of lamentatioB, 
and their souls were touched with compassion ; each ot 
the soldiers prepared a portion of his own victuals to 
welcome and entertain the half famished inhabitants; and 
they loaded them with as much as their present weakness 
was able to bear, in order to supply them with suste- 
nance by the ^ay. 

At length St Pierre and his fellow victims appeared 
under the conduct of Sir Walter and a guard. All the 
tents of the English were instantly emptied. The sol- 
diers pooled from all parts and arranged themselves on 
each side, to behold, to contemplate, to admire this little 
band of patriots, as they passca. They bowed down to 
them on all sides; they murmured their applause of that 
virtue which they couta not but revere, even in enemies <; 
and they regarded those ropes which they had voluntas 
rily assumed about their necks, as ensigns of greater dig- 
nity than that of the British garter. 

As soon as they had reached the presence. Mauny ! 
says th'^ !i) ^narch, are tiiese the principal inhabitants of 
Calais 1 1 iiey are, says Mauny : they are not only the 
principal men of Calais, they are the principal men of 
France, my lord, if virtue has any share in the act of en- 
nobling. Were they delivered peaceably ? says Edward : 
was there no resistance, no commotioiv among the peo- 
p!n 1 Not in the least, my lord ; the people would aU have 
perished, rather than have delivered tne least of these to 
your majesty. They are self-delivered, self-devoted, 
aird come to offer up their inestimable heads as an ample 
equivalent for the ransom of thousands. 

Edward was secretly piqued at this reply of Sir Wal- 
ter ; but he knew the privilege of a British subject, and 
suppressed his resentment. Experience, says he., hath 
ever shown, that lenity only serves to invite people to 
new crimes. Severity, at times, is indispensably neces- 
sary, to^ deter subjects into submission by punishment 
f^nd example. Go, he cried to an officer, lead these men 
to execution ! Your rebellion, continued he, addressing 
himself to St. Pierre, your rebellion against me, the natu- 
re heir of the crown, is highly aggravated by your pre- 
isent preaumption and afflront of my power, we bnye no- 
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thing to ask of your majesty, said Eustace, save what you 
cannot ref^ise us. — ^What is that T—Your esteem, my lord, 
said Eustace, and went out with his companions. 

At this instant a sound of triumph was heard through- 
out the camp. The queen had just arrived, with a pow- 
erful reinforcement of those gallant soldiers, at the Iiead 
of whom she had conquered Scotlahd, and taken the 
king captive. 

Sir Walter Mauny flew to receive her majestv, and 
briefly informed her of the particulars respecting the six 
victims. 

As soon as she had been welcomed by Edward and 
his icourt, she desired a private audience. My lord, said 
she, the question I am to enter upon, is not touching the 
lives of a few mechanics: it respects a matter, more esti- 
mable than the lives of all the natives of France ; it re- 
spects the honour of the English nation, it respects the 
glory of my Edward, my husband, my king. 

YOU think you have sentenced six of your enemies to 
death. No, my lord, they have sentenced them^lves ; 
and their execution would be the execution of their own 
orders, not the orders of Edward. 

They have behaved themselves worthily ; they have be- 
haved themselves greatly ; I cannot but respect, while I 
envy, while I hate them, for leaving us no share in the 
Ifbnour of this action, save that of grafting a poor, an 
indispensable pardon. 

I admit they have deserved everything that is evil at 
your hands. They have proved the most inveterate and 
efficacious of your enehiies. They alone have withstood 
the rapid course of your conquests, and haye withheld 
' from you the crown to which you were bom. Is -it 
therefore that you would reward them? that you would 
g^ratify their desires, that you would indulge their ambi- 
tion, and enwreath them with everlasting glory and ap- 
plause. 

But; if such a death would exalt mechanics Over the 
fame of the most illustrious heroes, how would the name 
of my Edward, with all his triumphs and honours, be 
tarnished thereby ! Would it not be said, that magna- 
nimity and virtue are grown odious in the eyes of the 
monarch of Britain ? and that the objects, whom he des- 
tines to the punishment of felons, ar&the very men who 
deserve the praise and esteem of mankind. The stage 
on which they would suffer, would be to them a stage ot 
honour ; but a stage of shame to Edward, a rci)roach to 
his conquests, a dark and indelible disgrace to his name ! 

ISlOj my lord ; let us rather dissapoint the saucy ambi- 
tion of these burghers, who wish to invest themselves 
with gloiy at our expense. We cannot, indeed, wholly 
deprive them of the merit of a sacrifice so nobly intend- 
ed; bat we may cut them short of their desires : in the 



'^ ^ f^ Foot OF (ilTALtfY. ^3 

place of that death by which their glory would be con* 
samiDate, let us bury them under gifts, let us put them 
to shame with praises ; we shall thereby defeat them of 
that popular opinion, which never fails to attend those 
who suffer in the cause of virtue. 

I am convinced ; you have prevailed ; be it so, cried 

Edward prevent the execution ; have them instantly 

before us ! 

They came ; when the queen with an aspect and ac- 
cents diffusing sweetness, thus bespoke them. 

Natives of France, and inhabitants of Calais ! ye have 
put us to vast expense of blood and treasure in the reco^ 
very of our just and natural inheritance ; but you acted 
up to the best of an erroneous judgment ; and we admire 
and honour in you that valour and virtue by which we 
are so long kept out of our rightful possessions. 

You noble burghers, you excellent citizens! though 
you were tenfold the eneniies of our person and our 
throne, we can feer nothing on our part, save respect and 
aflecUon for you. Yeu have been sufliciently tested. 
We L>ose yout chains, we snatch you from the scaffold; 
and we thank you for that lesson of humiliation which 
you teach us, when you show us that excellence is not of 
blood, of title, or station ; that virtue gives a dignity su- 
perior to that of kings ; and that those whom the Al- 
mighty informs with sentiments like yours, are justly, 
and eminenUy raised above all human distinctions. 

You are now free to depart to your kinsfolks, your 
countrymen, to all those whose lives and liberties you 
have so nobly redeemed, provided you reftise not to carry 
with you the due tokens of our esteem. 

Yet, we would rather bind you, to ourselves, by every 
endearing obligation ; and for this purpose, we offer to 
you your choice of the gifts and honours that £dward 
has to bestow. Rivals for fame, but always friends to 
virtue, we wish that England were entitled to call you 
her sons. 

Ah, my country ! exclaimed St Pierre, it is now that 
I tremble for you. Edward could only win your cities, 
but PhUIippa conquers hearts. 

Brave St. Pierre, said the queen, wherefore look ye so_ 
dejected ? — Ah, madam ! replied St. Pierre, when I meet 
with such another opportunity of dying, I shall not re- 
gret that I survived this day. 

Here a long pause ensued. At length the earl recol- 
lected himself. Mr. Meekly, said he, you have now prov- 
ed to me your position more effectually, more convinc- 
ingly, than all the powers of ratiocination could possibly 
do. While you related the story of these divine citizens, 
) was imperceptibly stolen away, and won entirely from 
v^t, I entered into all their interests, their passionS) and 
pS^ens \ m^ wa« wrapt, 88 it were, into «, u«7( ^^i^tW 
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of delightftil ■eniiibilities. I9 this what you call virtue, 
what yoli call happiness 1 

• A ^ood deal of it, mv lord. There are in nature but 
two kinds of self ; in other words there are but two sorts 
of will in the universe ; the will of infinite wisdom, of in- 
finite benevolence, going forth in beauty and beatitude 
oh all creatures ; and the will of the creature, desiring, 
attracting, envying, converting, and rending aU things 
from all, to its own interest aUd advantage. In the f^n^t 
will subsists all possible good ;.from the second arises aU 
possible evil : aad did not the first will, in some measure, 
inform and meUorate the second, the will of every crea- 
ture would be an Ishmael. his hand would be against 
every one, and every one's hand against him ; and there 
would be nothing but strife and distraction, hatred, hor- 
ror, and misery, throtighout the creation. 

Hence it follows, that, as there is but one will from 
eternity, infinitely wise to discern what is best through- 
out the universe, infinitely good to desire the accomplish- 
ment of what is best, and infinitely powerful to put What 
is beat in execution ; every will \mt is not informed by 
this oars will, must of necessity act in ignorance, in 
bhndness, and error. I will further afiirm, that every 
act of every will, that is not Informed by the om; will 
of ooonifEKSs, must, of equal necessity, be the act of 
malevolence. 

I do not see the necessity of Uiat^ replied the earL^ I 
Dl^ll perceive that God ran give to intelligent beings an 
existence or identiiv distinct from himselt, fur I see that 
he has done it. What should therefore prevent him 
from giving qualities as distinct i¥om himself as Uie es- 
sence ! why might he not impart to any limited degree, ^ 
capacity, discernment, power, wisdom and goodnefs? 
Mii^ht not such a being instantly perceive, to a vast ex- 
tent, the relaticni of things, with Uieir severaL fitnesses 
and disagreements ? would he not conseauently be ena- 
moured of what was right and beautiful ! would he not 
act agreeable ito such a just approbation ? and would not, 
such acts be fitly accounted the acts of virtue 1 

Attliis instatit a messenger arrived on the spur.' He 
brought word to Mr. Meekly, Uiat his friend Mr Hus- 
bands was taken suddenly ill, and earnestly requested to 
see him directly ; whereupon Mr. Meekly, who preferred 
any matter of charity to all other considerations, imme-p^ 
diately got up, made a silent bow, and vanished. 

To return to our hero. As soon as he was new-ri 
ged, he pressed for another visit to his patron, who 
ceived him with accustomed tenderness, but greatly w( 
d^red at his peasant-dress. Nurse then recited to I 
tlie whole adventure of the firittered robings : whereat 
o/d g-enthm^n in a n^ai^ner devoured him wi^ the 
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When Nurse and Harry were departed, he called ^ 
him his old domestic. James, said he, with a tear yet 
standing^ in his eye, I cai^ no longer live without the 
company of this dear child ; hasten, therefore, the oVdera 
I have already given you, and let all things-be in readi- 
ness for the tfn$t opportunity. The domestic, who had 
caught the silent habit of his master, with a bow, assent* 
ed, and retired. 

Autumn wafi now advanced, and lord Pieky, with his 
brother, a number of little associates, and an attending 
footman, got leave to go to the copse a nutting. As the 
children were perfectly a(:quaintea with the way, the ser- 
vant desired to stay behiiid a while, in order to provide 
hooks for pulling down the branches. This was granted, 
and fortii they all issued in high chat and spirits. 

The cop»e lay at some distance, on one side of the 
park beliind the mansion-house; but when they had 
nearly approached the place of their destination, Harry 
missed a garter, and promising speedily to rejoin hia 
companions, wentbackto seek it 

In the meantime his associates, on entering the. wood, 
met with another little posse of the vilkige fry, who were 
on their return, one or whom carried a bag of nuts that 
seemed bulkier than the bearer. So gentlemen, daj'a 
lord Dicky, whee are you going 1 Why, home— ^wh( re 
should we f^ol says a little boor sullenly. And pray, 
what have you been doing, savs the lordl Gufss, savs 
the boor, ta it nuts that you have got in that bag, q|- 
manded the lord 1 Ask, to-morrow ; answered tlie boor. 
Sirrah, says Dicky, a little provoked, how dare you to 
come and mill nuts here without our leave 1 Why, as for 
that, Mr. Dicky, replied the other, I know yt.u well 
enough, and 1 wouldn't ask your leave, nn* ydb were 
twenty lords, not T. Sirrah, says Dicky, I have a great 
mind to take your nuls fironr you, and to give you as 

{rood a beating into the bargain, as ever you got in }'our 
ife. As for that. Mr. Dicky, coolly answered the villa- 
ger, you mu>:t do bother neither. Here I lay down my 
nuts between us ; and now come any two of your wnter- 
gruel regiment, one down t'other come on ; and if I don't 
give ye your bcHys-fuUjwhy, then take my nuts and wel- 
come, to make op the want. 

This gailank mvitation was accepted on the spot. 
Lord Richard chose his companion in arms, and both 
apT>eared quite (lush and confident of victory : for though 
neither of them had been versed in the gymnastic cxerci- 
6es, they did not want courage ; and they knew that the 
challenger was tiieir inferior in strength and in years. 

But unhappily for these two companions or quality, 
Tojc.my Truck their adversary, had,, like Harry, been a 
bruiser from two y^ara old and upward, and was heklin 
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veneration, as th^r leader and their chief, by many who 
were his superiOTs in age and stature. 

Lord Richard began to assault, but was down in a 
twinkling. To him liis friend succeeded, but .with no 
better fortune. A swing or trip of Tommy's sent them 
instantly, as Alcidessent Antffius, to gather strength from 
their motl\pr earth. And though these summer heroes, 
like the young Roman nobility at the battle of Pharsalia, 
were solely intent on defending their pretty faces from 
annbyance, yet Tommy, at the third turn, had bloodied 
them both. 

Harry, who was now on his return^ perceived the en- 
gagement ;and running up, and rushing in between the 
combatants, interposed with a voice of authority, and 
parted the fray. 

Having enquired, and duly informed himself of the me- 
rits of the case, he first turned him to Lord Richard, and 
said. O Brother Dicky, brother Dicky, you oUght not to 
hinder poor boys from pulling a few dirty nuts — what 
signifies 'em 1 Then, turning to the challenger, his old 
acquaintance. Tommy, says he, did you know that Dicky 
was my brother 1 Yes, says Tommy, rudely ; and what, 
thoua^h if I did 1 O, nothing at all, says Harry ; but I 
want to speak with you. Tommy. Whereupon he took 
the conqueror under the arm, and walked away with 
him, very lovingly in all appearance, looking about to 
.take care that none of the boys followed him. 

Meantime the little gentry threw out their invectives 
ill profusion against our departed hero. I think, says 
one, that master Harry had as much to blame in Tom- 
my as lord Dicky. Ay, says another, one would think 
he might as well have taken his brother's part, as that 
blackguard's. Indeed, it was very naughty of him, says 
a third. For my part says a fourth, 1 will never have 
any thing more to say to him. 

While thns they vilified their late friend, he and his 
fellow champion walked arm in arm, in a sullen and un- 
interrupted silence, till coming to a smaU opening, in a 
secret part of the wood, Harry quitted his companion, 
desired him to strip, and instantly cast aside his own hRt, 
.coat, and waistcoaL Why should I strip, says Tommy ? 
To box, says Harry. Wtiy should you box with me, 
Harry 1 sure I didn't strike you, says Tom. Yes, Eir, 
replied our hero, you struck me wlien you struck Dicky, 
and knew that he was my brother. Nay, Harry, cried 
Tom, if its fight you are for, I'll give you enough of it, I 
warrant yon. 

Tom was about eight months older than Harry, his 
equal in the practicd of arms, and n^uch the stronger. 
But Harry was f\ill as till, and his motions, quicker than 
thought, prevented t!ie ward of the most ^pcrienced ad« 
wvrwry. 
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Tiig^ther they rusted like two little tigers. At once 
tliey struck and parried, and watching every openinf , 
they darted ,their little fists, like engines, at each other. 
But Tom, marking the auickness, and feeling the smarts 
of Harry's strokes^ suddenly leapt within his arms, bore 
him down to the earth, aha ^umphantly gave hkn the 
first rising blow. 

Harry rose, ihdignant, btit warned, by the strength 
of his advers^^, to better caution. He now fought more 
aloof; and as Tom pressed upon him, he at once guard* 
ed, struck, and wheeled, like ah experienced cock, wilii- 
out quitting the pit of honour. 

Tom finding nimself wholly foiled b]^ this Parthian 
method of combat, i^ain rushed upon his enemy, who 
was now aware of the shock. They closed, they grappled, 
they caught each other by the shoulders, joined head to 
head, and bireast to breast, and stood lixe two pillars 
merely supported by their bearing against one another. 
Again they shifted the left arm, caught each other about 
the neck, and culled and punched iat face and stomach, 
without mercy or remission ; till Tom, impatient of this 
length of battle, gave Harry a side sWing, and Harry 
giving Tom a trip at the' same time, they fell side by side 
together dpon the earth. 

They rose said retreated, to draw breath, as by mutual 
consent. They glared on one another with an eye of 
vindictive apprehension. For neither of them could now 
boast of niore optics than Polyphemus ; and from their 
forehead to their shoes, they were in one gore of bldod. 

Again they flew upon each other, again they struck, 
foined, and defended, and alternately pressed on and re- 
treated in turns, till Harry spying an opening, darted his 
fist like a shot, into the remaining eye of his enemy. 
Tom, finding himself in utter darkness, instantly sprung 
upon his foe, and endeavoured to grapple ; but Harry, 
with equal agility, avoided the shock, and traversing 
here and there, beat his adversary at pleasure; till Tom 
cried out, I yield, I yield, Harry, for I can't see to fight 
any more. 

Then Harry took Tom by the hand and led him to his 
clothes, and having assisted him to dress, he next did the 
same friendly office to himself. Then anh in arm, they 
returned much more loving, in reality, tharv they set out, 
having been beaten into a true reject and affection for 
each other. 

Some time belbte this, tlte footman had joined his 
young lord, with the several implements requisite for 
nutting. They had already pulled down great quanti- 
ti^HB ; the young quality had stufi'ed thdr pocl^ts; and 
the Uttte plebeians whd had as^sted were now permitted 
to be busy in gutt^ag up the tefvm* When all turn- 

Vol. I. . E 
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in^ at the cry of There is Harry, there is Tom, they per- 
ceived our two champions advancing leisurely, but band 
in hand, as friends and brothers. 

They had left their clothes unbuttoned for the benefit* 
of the cooling air ; and as they approached, their com- ^ 
Danions were' frozen into astonishment, at the sight of 
their two friends all covered with crimson. 

They were neither able to advance to meet them, nor 
to speak when they arrived. Till lord Dicky first en- 
quired into thisblooay catastrophe, and Harry remaining 
wholly silent on ^he subject, olind Tommy cried out, 
Why, master IJicky, the truth is, that Harry beat me, be r 
cause I beat you. Then Dicky, fbeling a sudden gush 
of gratitude and affection rising up in his bosom, looked 
wistfully on his brother, and said, with a plaintive voire. 
O brother Harry, brother Harry, you are sadly hurt; and 
t iming about, he began to weep most bitterly. But 
Harry said. Pshaw ! brother Dicky, dontcry Ynan, T dont 
matter it of the head of a brass pin. Then turning to 
the footman, with Tom still in his hand, he cried. Here, 
John, take that hae of nuts and poorhlind Tommy to my 
mammy's, and tell dadda that I desire him to see them 
both safCxhome. 

TniEwn.— Sir, your hero is indeed a hero, he must be 
every twdy's hero. - 

Author. — Sir, you do me vast honour ; and I should 
be proud of your further instructions toward his support- 
i ig the dignity of the. character you give him. Pray, 
what are the ingredient qualitirsof which a hero is com- 
p)unded? vdiat idea have you formed of such a person- 
ace ? tell me, I beseech you, what is a hero, my g,o«l 
friend ? 

Fh. — Pshaw ! — what a question .'—-every fool knowp 
that. — A hero is — as though one should say — a man of 
high achievement — -who performs famous exploits — 
who does things that are heroical — and in all his ncttons 
and demeanour, is a hero indeed. — Why do yo\i lau^h 1 
— T vnll give you the instances approved throughout the 
world ; recorded and duly celebrated by noets, paintrrs, 
sculptors, statuaries, and historiaifs.— There was tl'o 
Assyrian Ninus, the Sesostris of Egypt, the Cyrus of 
Persia, the Alexander of Greece, the Ciesarof Rome, and 
partly in our own days, there was the Cond« of Fr^nT. 
the Charles of Sweden, and Persia's Kouli Kan. — What 
the plague does the fellow laugh at 1 . 

AuT. — I am laughing to think what a blockhead The- 
mistocles was. Being asked whom he considered as the 
prrcatest of heroes; Not him who conquers but who 
saves, replied Themistocles; not the man who ruins but 
the man who erects; who of a village can make a city, ox 
^om a despicable people into » great nfition* 
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Fb. — According to yout notion of heroism, that boor 
and bariMirian, Peter Alexiowitz of Russia, was the great- 
est hero that ever lived. 

AuTd — ^True, my fiiend ; for, of a numerous people, 
he disembruted everyone, except himself. But Uien,in 
ap equity, he ought to divide nis glory wjth Kate the 
washer-woman, who humanized the man that humanized 
a nation. 

Fk. — Whom do you take to have been the greatest hero 
of antiquity 1 

AuT.- — Lycurgus, without cojmparison) the greatest of 
heroes, and tbe greatest of legislators. In those very 
early days, the people of Lacedsmon were extremely 
rude ancf ignorant; they acknowledged no laws, save the 
dictates of their own will, or the will of their rulers. Ly- 
curgus might have assumed the sceptre, but his ambition 
aspired to a much more dievated and durable dominion. 
over the souls, manners, and conduct of this people ana 
their posterity. He framed a body of the most extraordi- 
nary institutions that ever entered into the heart or head of 
man. Next to those o£our Divine Legislator: they were in- 
tended to form a new creature. lie prevailed upon the rich 
to make an equal distributibn of their lands with the poor. 
He prohibited the use of all such money as wascurrent 
among other nations, and thereby prohibited the impor- 
tation of the means and materials of pomp and luxury. 
He enjoined them to feed, in common, on simple and 
frugal fare. He forbid all goi^^eousness of furniture and 
apparel. In short, he endeavoured io suppress every 
sensual and selfish desire, by injunctions or daily exer- 
cise, toil, and hardship, a patient endurance of pain, and 
a noble contempt of death. At length, feigning some 
occasion of being abroad for a season, he exacted an oath 
from the Lacedemonians, that they should strictly ob- 
serve his laws, without the smallest infVingement, till his 
return. Thus, for the love of his country, he went into 
perpetual banishment from it. And he took measures at 
his death, that his body should never be found, lest it 
should be carried back to Sparta, and give his country- 
men a colour for dissolving their oath. 

Fr. — Laying Peter aside, who think you, was the 
greatest hero among the moderns ? 

-AuT. — To confess the truth, among all that I have 
heard of read of, the hero whom I most affect was a mad- 
man, and the lawgiver whom I most affect was a fool. 

Fr.^ — ^'Troth, 1 believe you never would have been the 
writer you are at this day, if you had not adopted some- 
what of both the said qualities. But, come, unriddle I 
beseech you ; where may this favouritt hero^and legisla- 
tor b9 found 1 
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Apr. — ^In a fragment of the Spanish histoiy^ be- 
queathed to the world by ,one Signior Cervantes. 

Fit.— O ! — have you fed me to my old acquaintance 1 
, pnf, has not your Pegasus some smatch of the qualities 
of the feimous Rosinante 1 

AvT. — Quite as chaste, I assure yoh. But I perceive 
that you think I am drolling ; you do not suppose that 
you can ever be seriously of the same opinion. Yet, if 
you demand of your own memory^ for what have the 
great heroes throughout history been renowned? it mtist 
answer, for mischief merely, for spreading desolation and 
calami^ among men. How greatly, how gloriously, hoW 
' diviqely superior was our hero of the Mancba ! who went 
About righting of wrongs, -and redressing of ip juries, Uftp 
ing up toe fallen, and pulling down those whom iniquity 
had exalted. In this his marvellous undertaking, what 
buffetings, what bruisings, what tramplingsof ribs, what 

Sounding of packstaves did his bones not endure 1 
Mine ached at the recital.) — But, toil was his bed of 
own, and the house of pain was, to him, a bower of 
delight, while he considered himself as engaged in giving 
ease, advantage, and happiness to others. If events did 
not answer to the enterprises of his heart, it is not to be 
imputed to the man but to his maladv ; for, had his pow- 
er and success been as extensive as his benevolence, all 
things awry, upon earth, would instantly haye been set 
^ as straight as a cedar. 

But let me turn, with reverence, to kiss the hem of the 
robes of the most respectable of all governors and legis- 
lators, Sancho Pansa. What judgments! what institutions ! 
how are Minos, and Solon, and the inspired of the god- 
dess .£geria here eclipsed ! Sancho, thou vrast a ^peasant, 
thou wasjlliterate, thou wast a dunce for a man, but an 
angel for a governor; inasmuch as, contrary to the cus- 
tom of all /Other governors, thou didst not desire any 
things thou didst. not wish ror any thing, thine eye was 
not Dent to any thing save the good oi thy people ! 
therefore thou couldst nof stray, thou hadst no otner way 
to travel. Could ^Esop's log have beeu moved to action 
upon the same principle, the regency of storks had not 
prevailed among men. How am I provoked, Pansa, 
when I see thee insulted ! How am I grieved, when I 
' find thee deposed! Saving the realms of a certain majesty, 
I say, and sigh to myself, O that the whole earth were As 
thine island of Barataria, ftnd thou, Sancho, the legidator 
' and the ruler thereof! 

Fr. — I feel conviction; I confess it^ But tell me, I 

pray you, why has the world, through all ages and na- 

Bons, universally ascribed heroism and glory to-ooh- 

quest 1 

AuT. — Through tlie respect, as I take it, that they 
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have for power. Man is by nature weak; he is txnrn in 
and to a state of dependence ; he therefore naturally seeks 
and looks jabout for help ; and where he observes the 
greatest power, it is there that he applies and prays for 
protection. Now, though this power should be exerted to 
his damage instead of defence, it makes no alteration in his 
revareiice for it ; he bows while he trembles, and while 
he -^tests he worships. In the present case, it is with 
man, as it is with God; he is not so awftil and striking, 
he is not so much attended to, in the sunshine and gen- 
tle dews of his providence and benignity, as in his hght- 
nings and thunders, his clouds and his tempests. 

Hero, heroes, and ngoie in the three languages, signi- 
fy a demigod, or one who is superior to mere man. 
But' how can this superiority or distinction be shown"! 
The serene acts of beneficence, the small and still voice 
of goodness, are neither accompanied by noise nor os- 
tentation. It is uproar and tumult, rather the tumbling 
of sacked cities, the shrieks of ravished matrons, and the 
groans of dying nations, that fill the trump of fiime. Men 
of power and ambition find distinction and glory, very 
readily, attainable in this way ; as it is incomparably 
more easy to destroy than to create, to give death than to 
^ve 1i^. io pull down than to build up, to bring devasta- 
tion and misery rather than plenty and peace and pros- 
perity upon earth. 

Fb. — -Were not mankind, in this instance, as blind to 
their own interests, as they were iniquitous in giving' 
glory where shame alone was due 1 

AuT.— In so doing, they proved at once the dupes 
and victims of their own folly. Praise a child for his ge- 
liius in pranks of mischief and malevolence, and you 
quicken him in the direct road to the gallows. It is just 
io that this wise world has bred up its heroic reprobatenL 
by ascribing honour and acclamation to deedstnpit oaOed 
loucHy for infamy and the gibbet ; for the world was an 
ass fifom its very commencement, and it will continue a 
dunderhead to the end. 

From the beginning of things {a. long time ago) the 
joint invention of mankind has discovered but two mcj- 
thods of procuring sustenance on earth, the first by the 
labour Of their own hands, the second by employing |he 
hands of others. ' 

AH' therefore are excluded, or at least ought to be ej^ 
eluded from such a world, who refuse to labour, or, 
what is still worse, who disturb and prevent the labour 
ofiolhers. 

Among those who will not labour, we may numbev 

alt who nave th^d happiness of being bom to no manner 

olFeird,'suoh as ttaiie Mohks of every country, Uie Dervi- 

/«i~'or^0riria,th0 Braiains of lwtift,'Ulo MiRdMUis ^ 
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hM chamber, or dos^t, wUbout the privity of aoy of the 
flunily, except nurse, to whom he had revealed the affair 
vinder the seal of the stricteat secrecy. 

But on a cros&-day, Susy, the houfie maid, having en- 
tered with a new broon^ into our hero's apartment, per- 
' ceived, in a corner^ the tattered deposite of Ned'a origi- 
nal robings, and Uflmg them^ at a cautious distance, with a 
linger and thumb, she perceived also, as many other phi- 
losophers have done, that there is no part of this globe 
which is not peopled with nations of animal^, if man bad 
but attention and optics duly accojnmodated to the vi- 
sion. She dropt the living garment, as though she had 
taken up a burning horse stioe ; and was instantly peo- 
pled, by her prolific imagination, with tribes of the same 
^ si>ecie8 from head to foot. 

In this fit of disgust, Susy happened, unfortunately, 
to step into the closet, and spied Ned in a dark corner, 
where he had equated and drawn himself up to the size 
of a hedge-ho^. 

She immediately flew at him, like one of the Eumen- 
idcs, and dragged him forth to the light, as Hercules is 
said to have hauled Cacus IVom his den. She questioned 
him with a voice of implacable authority, and Ned, with 
humble and ingenuous tears, confessed the whole adv^i- 
ture. But ^usy, no way melted, exclaimed. What, sirrah, 
have you, and your master Harry, a mind to breed an 
affection in the house'! I will remit of no audi doings, 
for I have an utter conversion to beggars-brats and ver- 
mil. She then commanded him to bundle up his old 
rags, and driving him down stairs before her, she dis- 
missed him from the hall-door with a pair of smart boxes 
cm the side of his head, and ordered nim never more to 
defend her sight. ' ' 

Poor Ned went weeping and wailing firom the dok>r, 
wluen who should he see, at about Afty paces distant, 
but his beloved patron Harry, who had been cutting a . 
switch from the next hedge. To him be ran with pre* 
cipitation. Harry, touched witii a compassion not free 
from resentment, to see his favourite in tears, demand- 
ed the cause of his apparent distress, which Ned truly 
related. Our hero, thereupon, became thoughtltd ana 
moody ; and judging that Susy had not acted thus with- 
put autnority, he conceived a jgeneral disgust at a family 
• who had treated him so injuriously in the person ^ ^ 
Neddy ; but comforting his dependent tiie oest he coidd, 
Come Neddy, says he, don't cry, my man. I will bring 
you, that I wiU, to my own dear.dada, and lie will we& 
ceme and love you for my sa1(e; Then makine his way 
through a small breach in the neigbbouring nedge. ott 
ordered Ned to follow him, and flew across the fierayUke 
a 'bk4 ofpoBtas^ VH « direot line to Jup ^patron's. 
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The old gentleman saw him approaching, and gave 
sign to his ancient domestic, who withdrew with preci- 
pitation. He received and caressed our hero with more 
than usual transport, and who, my dear, says he, is this 
prptty little boy that you have got with you 1 Harry 
then, like the Grecian Demosthenes, taking time to warm 
himself with the recollection of his ovm ideas, and setting 
his person forth with an action and ardour that deter- 
mined to prevail, made the following oration. 

Why, dada, I must tell you as how this poor little boy, 
for he IS a very poor little boy, and his name is Neddy, Sir, 
and he has no friend in the wide world but you and I, 
Sir ; and so Sir, as I was teUing you, he comes to the 
door, crying sadly from cold and hunger, and he would 
liave pitied every body, for he had no clothes, no dady or 
mammy at all. Sir, and I had a many of them, and that 
was not fkir you know, Sir; and I was in the humour to 
give him aHl the dadas and mammas I had in the world 
except youj Sir : and mammy nurse. And so I takes 
him up stairs, and I puts the clothes upon him that you 
gave me when I was a poor Tittle boy, Sir: fot no body 
had to say to them but you and I, Sir ; ana I knew that 
you would pity poor little Neddy, more than I pitied him 
myself. Sir. And so, dada, they takes my poor litUe 
Neddy to-day, and boXed him, and beat him sadly, and 
turned him out of doors : and so I meets him crying and 
roaring, and so you know, Sir^ as how I had nothing to 
do but to bring nim to you, Sir, or to stay and cry with 
him for company. Sir. 

Here orator Harry ceased to speak, except by his 
tears, which he could no longer restrain, and which pro- 
ceeded to plead most emphatically for him. But his pat- 
ron took him in his arms, and kissed the drops from boUi 
eyes, and said, Do not cry, my darling, for I am yoursj 
ray llarry, and all that I nave is yours,"and if you had 
brought a whole regiment of poor httle Neddies with you, 
Uiey should be all welcome to me, for your sake, |ny 
Harry. 

Then Harry sprung up and caught his patron about 
the neck, so that it Was some time before the old gen- 
tleman could get loose. But Harry, says he, I am going 
iast now to leave tiiis country, wm you and your man 
Neddy come along with mel Over the world v^ide, 
dada, says Harry ;l)ut where are you going, Sir 1 I am 
|6ing a begging, Harry. O that will be brave sport, says 
Harry! I wMl tell you what you shall dofdada. what's 
that, my love ? Why Sir, says Hany, you. must get a 

Seat Iwg, like the old man and little fchild that was at 
e door, t'other day ; arid Neddy and I will beg for you; 
Sir ; and we will put all that Pre get into your great or ^ 
M 4faM good Uttlrchffd did forbu daddy, wiihout umi 
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itut a bit; though ho was hungry enough faimaelf, i>oor 
fellow, I warrant. But don't let us go to beg to i>apa's 
door, Sir ; for if you do, they will box and beat us, 'and 
drive us away, as they did to poor little Neddy to-day. 
Sir. 

The old gentleman, thereat, had his countenance di- 
vided betwixt the rising tear and the bursting laugh. But 
taking Harry by the hand, he said ; No, no, my teavenly 
creature, I am not going 4o beg of any man living, but 
to beg of God to pour down his full weight of blessings 
upon my Harry, and to endeavour to confirm them to 
hmi botfi here and hereafter, by my care and instruc- 
tions. 

Having thus spoken, he put a large cake into the hand 
of each of the childreuj and causing them to drink a full 
glass of small white Wine, he took them into a back yard, 
where a light coach with six horses, and three servants 
ready mounted, attended ; and having placed his young 
companions, and seated himself between them, away Che, 
coacii drove at a sweeping gallop. 

About the time that our hero and his patron set out, 
nurse went up stairs with a most bountiful cut of home- 
baked bread and butter, for the amusement of the young 
caitiftl whom she had left in the closet ; but not iinding 
him there, she hastily dropped her provender on the first 
window she inet, and hurrying down to the kitchen, 
earnestly enquired for the little beggar-bo^ whom master 
Harry had taken into his service. At tms question all 
the servants stood in silent amazement, except Susy, 
who bridling up, and assuming the whole importance of 
her station ; Wny, nurse, says she^ you must not oppose 
that I am come here to sweep and to clean after lousy lit- 
tle flagrants ; it was enough to bread an antagion, that it 
was, in the house ; so what magnifies many words, I took 
the little dirty bastard, and cufi'd him out of doors. You 
did, hussy, says nurse, you dare to aflTront and vex my 
child, my little man, the honour and pride of all the fa- 
mily ! and so saying, she ups with her brawny arm, and 
ffave Susy such a douse on the side of the head, as left 
Ber fast asleep for an hour and upward. Then running 
up atairs agam, iriie went searching and clamouring for 
her Harry, about thf^ house, in order tp comfort and con- 
dole with him for his loss. 

Dinner was now served up, and the company seated, 
and all the servants ran severally here and there, repeat- 
edly summoning master Harry to attend : but Harry was 
out of hearing by many a mile. When the cloth was re- 
moved, nurse entered with an aspect, half in tears and half 
distracted, and exclaimed that ner child was not to be 
found. And what, nurse, sairs the earl, do you think it be-. 
caia0 0t Jbim 1 I hope, my lord, says she, that he is either 
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strayed to his daddy, or to the dumb gentleman's. Then 
messengers were instantly despatched to both hooses, 
who speedily returned with tidings that master Harry had 
not b^sn seen at his foster-fother's, and that no one was 
at home at the house of the dumb gentleman. 

The business now became serious and alarming ; the 
whole house was in commotion, and all the domestics, 
and our hero's loving nurse, with lord Dicky in her 
hand,^ ran searching through the gardens, the fields, and 
the groves, that resounded on all sides with the name of 
the absentee. 

On their return from a disquisition, as fruitless as so- 
licitous, nurse declared her apprehensions, that Harry 
was gone off* with a little favourite boy whom he had 
taken into service, and whom the house maid that morn- 
ing had beaten out of doors. S usy, beingnearly recover- 
ed, and now called atid questioned hereon, was compell- 
ed to confess the fact, though in terms less haughty and 
less elegant than usual; when my lord, looking sternly at 
heTt And who. you impudent slut, he cried, gave you 
authority to turn any one out of my house, whom my 
noble and generous dov was pleased to bring in 1 Get 
you instantly away^ ana never let me be so unhappy as 
to see that (ace agam. 

By this time, the whole. village and neighbourhood, as 
well as this noble family, were in trouble and alarms for 
the loss of their little favourite ; when a countryman en- 
tered in a sweaty haste, and desired, without prefetce, to 
be admitted to the earl. My lord, says he, I think I can 
eive you some news of your dear child. As I was return- 
ini^ home on the London road, I saw a coach and six 
driving towards me at a great rate, and though it passed 
me in haste, I marked that the gentleman with the beard 
was in it, and tiiat he had two children with him, one 
on each hand, though I had not time to observe their 
ikoes. 

Here is something for your news, said the earl, it may 
be as you say. — Here, John ! take a posse of the servants 
along with you ; go in haste to that man's house ; if no 
one answers, break open the door ; and bring me word 
of what you can learn concerning him. 

John, who was the house steward, hurried instantly on 
his commission ; and finding all in silence after loud and 
repeated knockings, he and his myrmidoms burst open 
the door, and rushing in ran up and down through all 
the apartments. They found the house richly fiimished, 
a library of choice books above stairs, a beaufet ftill of 
massy plate, and. every thing in order, as if prepared 
for the feception of a fataiily of distincti<»i. At this they 
all stood astonished, tni John, casting his eye toward a 
table in the street parlour, perceived: a papei whicK fai^ 
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hastily snatched up, and found to bQ a letter, duly fykA* 
ed and sealed, and addressed to his lord. Exulting at 
this discovery, he left some of the servants to watch the 
goods, and hurried back with all possible speed to his 
master. 

My lord, says John entering, and striving to recover 
breath, the dumb gentleman, as they call hira, must be a 
. main ri6h man, for the very flimiture of his house can- 
not be worth less than some thousands of pounds. Jolm 
then presented the letter, which the earl hastily brpke 
open, and f 3und to be as follows : ' 

"My Lord, 

I am at length presented with an opportunity of carry- 
ing off your little Harry, the greatest treasure that ever 
parents were blessed with. 

The distress that I fe^in foreseeing the aiBiction that 
his absence will cause to your whole fkmily> has not beeti 
able to prevail for the suspension of this enterprise, as 
the child's interest and happiness outweighs, with me, 
all other considerations. 

Permit me, however, to assure your lordship, that our 
darling is in very safe and very affectionate hands ; and 
that It shall be the whole concern and employment of my 
life to render and to return him to you, m due time, Uie 
most accomplished and most perfectof aU human beings. 

In the mean while, your utmost search and enquiry 
after us will be fruitless. I leave to your lordship my 
house and furniture, as a pledge and assurance of the in- 
tegrity of my intentions, 

And am, &cc.'* 

The mystery of our hero's flight was now, in a ^eat 
measure, unraveUed ; but no one could form any rational 
conjecture, touching the motives of the old gentleman's 
procedure in the case '^ and all were staggered at his leav- 
ing such a mass of wealth behind him. 

Ad the falling on of a dark ni^ht rendered all pursuit, 
for that time, impracticable ; my lord ordered the servant* 
to bed, that they might rise before day ; and then to takls 
every' horse lie had, coach-cattle and aJl, and to muster 
and mount the young men of the viflage^ and to pursue 
after the fugitives, by different roads, according to the 
best likelihood or intelligence they might i^edeive. 

In this hopeful prospect, the house was again in some 
measure oompbsed ; ail, except poor nurse, who would 
not be comforted, neither could be prevailed upoQ to etH 
ter in at the doors ; but all ntght On the cokt stairs; or 
raniblip^ through' the raw air^ continued dapping ^u^ 
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wrtngtetth^ handft, and be^Mlfiig the irreparable Idss of 

On the fbllDwing day. my lord ordered a minute inven- 
tory to be t^en of all the ramiturein the forsaken man- 
sion house ; and further appointed Harry's foster-fleither, 
With faiS ikmily, to enter m possession, and to take care 
of the effects, till such time as the proprietor should re- 
UiBW hi^ daiib. 

After three tedious days, and as many expecting nights, 
the posse that went in quest of our runaways returned, 
all drooping and dejected, most of them slowly leading 
their overspent horses, and universally bespattered or 
covered with mire, without any equivalent of comforta- 
ble tidings to balance the weight of their langour and fa- 
tigue. 

The happiness or wretchedness of human life, as it 
should seem, does not so* much depend on the loss or 
acquisition of real advantage, as on the fluctuating opi- 
nions and imaginations of men. The absence of this 
infant, who, but a few months before, had no manner of 
interest in the views, affections, or solicitudes of this 
hobie fkmlhr, appeared now as the loss of all their ho- 
nours and rortunes : a general f^ce of mourning seemed 
to darken every apartment ; and my lord and lady no 
more paid visits, nor received pubhc company. They 
were, however, inventive in many contrivances for amu- 
sing and consoling their darling Dicky, but even this 
Was to little purpose, for he was often found silently lan- 
guishing in corners; or crying, O, where 's my brother 
Harry, mv own sSveet brotfier Harry ! shall I never see 
my own orother Harry any more ! 

My lord had already despatched a multitude of circu- 
lar letters to all his acquaintances, throughout the king- 
dom, containing offers of ample reiVards for the recovery 
of his child. But finding all ineffectual, he caused ad- 
vertisements to the same purpose, to be repeatedly in- 
serted in all the public papers ; as the same, no doubt, 
are still extant, and may be fbund in the musty chroni- 
cles of those days. 

Within a few weeks after the publishing of these ad- 
vertisements, my lord received a letter, respecting his son 
Harry^ that afforded great consolation to him and his 
lady; insomuch^ that with the help of the lenient hand 
of ume, in less than the space of twelve months, this 
nOblie family were restored to their former cheerfnin^ss 
and tranquillity. 

But to i^tum to the situation in which we left our 

hero ; the cofich drove on, at a round rate, and the chil- 

ateYi cOnttnVGed In high glee, and thought this kind of 

conveyance the finest sport imaginable. 

Wli^ tH^y htd entered a spece, on the flret comiDiQn.^ 
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Iha eoaclunui looked nboot, lo take can tfaat no one wia 

i In WEln ; and InrniiiE to the right hand, he held gently 

on, till be caine to another creat road, an which be droie 

i at hia fonner rate. Thin ne did again at the neit com- 

• Tnim, FiTirt ;'"nii>ig lo another road that led alio to Lob- 

iiiil iiulit now approaching, be put up at the fiiat 

ny'ti pBinm had the prBcaution to keep hie great 
niiniGii iil>out hie face, so that no one could olMerre 
ard. till Ihay were shown to a room, and Arc and 

<lic having provided acissore and implemenls for 
17, Inrhcfi the door, andMt to workio (he pmence 



/' 



whm the operation waa quite completed, li 

to hie patron, w-"- .—.•.-.-a _.:..i^ 

ing up tohiafa_.. . . -- 

to me, Bir, aaya be, pray apeak to mr. II ia, a 
the old gpntleman, tlia only comfort of my lifii (c 
j'ou, and to ep«ak to you, my Harry. .The chi 
TeU knonn viWce of ttiendship, i 



I, answered 

, -B l4i be wilh 

j> ep«ak to you, my Harry. ,The. child, liear- 

_„ . „ ,r JB to erabnce 

hie natron, O, Indeed, aaya he, I believe you are my own 
dada still. 

Though Hany was now reconciled lo (he identity of 
his friend, vet he felt a secret regret ti)r the aliecnce of 
hia beard ; for he loved all and eiery part of him bo erf 
ticely, that the loan of a hair appeared a loss and a waif 
to the heartof Hnrty. , 

Atlcrnn early xoppcr.and two or three amall glasaeaa 
wine per man. Ihia gentleman, whom hia servanla lia 
now announced by the name of Mr. Kenton, propo«( 
liide and Reek lo his aiaocjatca. Tliiu invitation w 
HCROpted with Iraniiparti and after Uiey were r.kiyed wf 
KMo and Seek, they an played Tagg liU they were « 
warmed. I 

Mr.'Fenlon ordered a pallcl iiilo Ihe chamber*. 
.lames bis f»ilhful dnmeatlc, nml Unh- y.d. Then li 
inir to tindrcea Harry, he put iiim firt^i ii> 1«d; andf 
■eninj: ailer. heloukhia darlina l.i his Ijifcoin.and le» 
ly prcfied him to a heail that Inved hini mole thaf 
■he word, and more than lliat norlil ten timra UMi 

la about three days more Ihey arrived lale al J 
itaad, and atoppinK at the court of a large liouae 
waa deliirhtrolly situated, they nere welcomed by a 
llewcinianly looliing matron, whom Jamea had ng 
kotiaakeeper aboiil a fortnight before. . 

Tbe neit day Mr. Fenton and hit hlitbe MDIf 
wne allended at (able by Jamt* and the two m 
.A» *wni ac tba latlei traca waa laid, and U 
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taken away, Harry, says Mr. Fenton, it is no^w our turn 
to wait on James and his fellow seryants ; for God made 
ns all to be servants to each other : one man is not bom 
a bit better than another ; and he is the best and greatest 
of all who serves and attends the most, and requires least 
to be served and attended upon. And my precious, he 
that is a king to-day, if so it shaH please God, may be- 
come a beggar to-morrow, and it is good that people 
should be prepared against all that may happen. 

Having so said, he took his associates down to the 
hall, jdst as the servants had sat down to dinner. He 
gave his domestics the wink, and beginning to set the 
' example, asked Mrs. Hannah, and Mr. James, and Mr. 
Fratik, and Mr. Andrew, what they would please to 
have? The servants, readily falling in with their mas- 
ter's sbheme, ordered Harry to bring such a thing, and 
Ned to bring such a thing, and Harry to do this, and 
Harry to do that : while Harry, with a graceful action, 
and more beautiful than Ganymede tiie cup bearer of 
thcrgods, flew^ cheerfully about, from side to side, pre- 
venting: the wishes of all St table ; so that they poured 
upon him a thousand blessings from the bottom of their 
hearts, and would not now have parted with him for the 
mighty rewards which his father some timcafter propos- 
ed for his recovery. 

Within a fortnight after this. Mr. James, the house- 
steward, furnished a large lumber-room with thousands 
of coats. Out coats, shirts, waistcoats, breeches, stockings, 
and shoes, of different sorts and sizes, but all of warm 
anrh clean, though homely materials. 

When this was done, Mr. Fenton led his favourite up 
to the stores, and said, My Harry, you see all these 
things, and I make a present of all these things to my 
Harry. And now tell me, my love, what will you do 
with them 1 Why, dada, says Harry, you know that I 
cannot wear them myself. No, my dear, says Mr. Fen- 
ton, for you have clothes enougrh beside, and some of 
them would not fit you, and others would smother you. 
What then will you do with them, will you burn them, 
or throw them away 1 O, that would be very naughty and 
wicked indeed, says Harry. No, dada, as I do not want 
them myself, I will give them to those that do. That 
will be very honestly dOne of you, says Mr. Fenton ; for, 
in truth, they have a better right to them, my Harry, 
than you have, and that which you cannot use, cannot 

, belong to you. So that in giving you these things, my 
darling, it should seem, as if I made you no gift at all. 
o. a very sweet giflt^ says Harry. How is Uiat, says Mr. 

. Fenton t Why,, the gin of doing good to poor people. 
Sir. Mr. Fenton, then stepping back, and gazing on our 
IM^ cri€d, Whoaver Mtemps to hutruct th«e^ua^ «OiV»^ 





Sat on (heir rags sgain, lo move people to pity tbem. 
ut when yon «py any poor trivellf ra KoinK the rottl, 
arid your eyea see thet tlicy are naked, or your heart 
Will you that they are hDngry; then do not wait till 
tbev bei^ of you. but go and beg of them lo ftivour you 
with Ihcit w<M''[\'?race : then take them onto the Hre, and 
Warm Ihein :uiil tL«d then); and nhenyou have so done. 
take them iic li rour gtore-room, and ctotho tberii with 
whatever >dj tljjiik they want: and, believe me, tny 
Harry, whenever you are cAld, or hungry, or wounded, 
or In want, or In aickneaa, youraeif : tl>« »ery remem- 
brance of your having clothed, and fed. and cured, and 
cnmfhrtfid, the naked and the hungry, the wounded and 
the afHided, will be warmth, and food, and medldne, and 
balm to yonr own mind. 
Whilu Mr. Fi-ntnn spoke, the muBcle* of Harry's ei- 
. i;i.. — I equally tuned iBatm- 

From this day forward, Harry and Ned, by turns were 
IVequently out ou the walch ; n:iil often arnfile, or in 

SHlri. [ir UV "■'n-ili' families, KurrN would take in a poor 
iMk'i iir iili<t!u'r, irlth their h<'liili'<^ inAuits, driven per- 
haps ifom house or home, by lin- m other mi afbrlune, or 
oppressive landlord, or ruthlL'^.< ^.-leditm; and ha*ing 
wjnned and led, and clothed, and treated the old ones aa 
his parenU, and the little ones as hii brothers and sister*, 
be would give them additional money for charges on the 
road, and aend them away the happiest of all people ei- 

By this lime Mr. Fenlon had enquired into the eircum- 
sLancea and characters of all the poor In the town and 
throuBhout the precincts; and having refbted or conQnn- 
ed the intelligence lie had received, by a personal inapee- 
tion. and iiieit from houae to house, and having uiMJe 
entries of all "uch aa he deemed real objects and worthy 

Ueamta 

Onth. 

1i number soon increased ti 
weekly euests. 

On entering, they found the cloth ready spread, and 
Mr. James, having counted heads, laid a crown of silvtr 
tipon every plate ; which flrat course waa a moat relirii- 
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then introduced, and the guests being seated, Mr. Fen- 
ton, Harry, Ned, and tlie four domestics attended, and 
disposed themselves in a manner the most ready to sup- 
ply the wants of the company. The guests, all abashed 
at what they saw, sat some time with open mouth, and 
unswallowed victuals, much less did they presume to 
apply to the waiters for any article they wanted ; till 
being encouraged and spirited up by the cheerfulness, 
ease, and readmess of their attendants, they became, by 
degrees, quite happy and jovial ; and after a saturating 
meal and an, enlivening cup, they departed, with elevated 
spirits, with humanized manners, and with hearts warm- 
ed in affection toward every member of this extraordi- 
nary house. 

By the means of this weekly bounty^ these reviving 
families were soon^ enabled to clear their litUe debts to 
the chandlers, which had compelled them to take lip ■ 
every thing at the dearest hand. They we'e also further 
enabled to purchase wheels and other implements, with 
the materials of flax and wool, for employing the late 
idle hands of their household. They now appeared de- 
cently clad, and with happy countenances; their wealth 
increased with their industry ; and the product of the 
employment of so many late useless members became a 
real accession of wealth to the public. So true it is, that 
the prosperity of this world, and of every nation and so- 
ciety therein, depends solely on the industry or manu- 
factures of the individuals. *And so much more nobly 
did this private patron act, than all ancient legislators, 
or modern patrons and landlords, Whose selfishness, if 
they had but common cunning, or common sense, mi^ht 
instruct them to increase their proper rents, and enrich 
their native country, by supplying the hands of all the 
poor, within, thrir influence, with the implemente and 
materials of tne prosperity of each. ' 

In the mean time, Mrs. Hannah daily instructed the 
children in the reading of English: neither was Mr. Fen- 
ton inattentive to any -means that might preserve and 
E remote the health, action, and corporal excellencies of 
is little champion. 
^ He had a large lawn^ behind his garden ; and hither 
he summoned, three times in every week, all the boys of 
the vieinage. who were between two years advanced 
above the ag€ of our hero. To these he appointed pre- 
miums for foot-ball, hurling, wrestling, leaping, running', 
cudgelling, and buffing. But the champions were en- 
joined to invest their fists with little mufnera, insomuch, 
tbaik, how great soever their vigour might be, the bruises 
that they gave stopped short of mortality. 

Now though these premiuirs were almost universally 
(idjudg^ tQ the party q( whi< li H»rry (U^n liapp^ped ta 
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He k nim!bet, or, individufdly, to Ite^elf pr his shigte 
prowess smid pre-emiiience ; yet he Dover would coh^eitat 
-to ))ear the Jprize from the field; but either i^ave it to iSome 
j^vourite among those with whom he had been iustociar 
t^i or to the psurticular chanipion whom Yi» htld Worsted 
in ^contest; fot be felt the shame and defeat of his mcff- 
tified adversary, and consolingly hinted at the injustfcie 
df the jndges, and reformed their errpr by the restoradon 
of the I'ewsuc'd. 

one day, while Hftrry was Watching to intercent p66r 
travellers, ft& e^agerly as a fowler watches for the nsine of 
fklii g&ihe ; he heard ft plaintive voitoe, behind ttie hedire. 
ia ne thought, in the opposite field. He flew Across thie 
road, and passing through a small turnstile, ^on found 
the tnihappy objects he sought for. He stood, for some 
timej like a ' statue, and nis compassion became tob 
sitong for tears or utterance : but suddenly turning, and 
flying back again, he rudhed. With precipitation, into ^e 
iroOm whprt Mr. Fenton was writing a letter. What is 
the mMter, said Mr. Fenton, starting, what has frighten- 
ed you, my Hairy; what makes yon look so pale 1 To 
this Hftrry replied not, but catching hold or his hand, 
and pidUng with all his force, O come, sayd he, O come, 
dada, and see. 

Mr. Fenton then got up, and suffered himself to bie 
led where the child pleased to con(^uct him, without an* 
other word being asked or janswered on either side« 

When they were come Into the field, Mr. Fenton ob- 
served a man sitting on the ground. His clothes seem- 
ed, from head to foot, as the tattered remainder of better 
jdays. Through a squalid wig and beard, his pale faclb 
appeared just tinctured with a faint and sickly red ; and 
his hollow eyes were fixed upon the face of a woman, 
whose head be held on his knees ; and who looked to be 
dead, or dying, though without any aparent agony ; 
while a nude in&nt, about four years of age, wias half 
stretched on the ground, and half across the woman's 
lap, with its little nose pinched by &mine, and its ey^ 
Maring about, wildly, though without attention to any 
thin^. Distrei^s seemed to have expended its uthiost 
bittem^s on these objects, and the last sigh and tear to 
have been already exhausted. 

Unhappy man, cried Mr. Fenton, prayv^^ho or what 
are you 1 to which the stranger fainfly replied, without 
lifting his eyes. Whoever you may be, disturb not the 
ilBust hour of tho^ who wish to be at peace. . 
- Run* Harry, says Mr. Fenton, desire all the servants 
to come to me immediately; and bid Mrs. Hannah 
bring some hartshorn and a bottle of cordial. 

A^way flew Harry, like feathered Mercury, onhisGod- 
Mi)^ emmd, Fdrth issued Mr. Jamed, Frank, and M- 
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dT^# ; ahd last cttifie khL HahiiiUi^ iH^ til^ hdtUNMxiaid 
and cordials. 

Hannah stodpiefd, in haste, aiid applied hartshorn td 
th'fe hosis of the woman, ^ho appeared wholly insensible. 
After sbme tidiisi her bosotii heaved iHth a long-rising 
and subsiding sigh, and her eyesieebly opened, and im- 
mediately closed again. Then Mrs. Hannah and the 
house-maid, raisinglier genjjy between them, got a little 
of the cordial into ue^ mouth, and bending her backward, 
they observed that she swallowed it Then James, Fnmk. 
Atidrew, cltid the house-maid, joinitig their forces, lifted 
her tip, and bore her, as easy as possible, towatd tU^ 
house. White Harry caught up her iiifknt, as a pisiniire 
does its favourite embryo, in a time of distress, in order 
to lodgfe it in a place of protection and safety. 

Ill the m^an time, Mr. Fenton and Mrs. Hannah put 
their hartshorn with great tenderness to the nostrils ot 
the stranger, and requested him to take a sip of the cor- 
dial : but he, turning up his dim though expressive eyes, 
feebly cried, Are you a man or an Angel 1 and directly 
fainted away. 

They ruboed his temples with the spirits, and did their 
tltmost td recover him ; but a sudden gust of grateful 
passion had proved too strong for his constitution. On 
the return of the servants he was also carried in. A phy- 
sician was instantly sent for ; bJBds were provided and 
warmed in haste ; the new guests were all gently un- 
dressied, and laid therein ; and being compelled to swal- 
low a little Sack-whey, they recovered to a kind of lan- 
guid sensibility. 

The physician g:ave U as his opinion, that this unhap- 
py family were reduced to their present state, by excess 
or grief and famine ; that nourishment should be admi^ 
nistered in very small proportions ; and that they should 
be kept a^ quiet as possible, for a fortnight at least. * 

While all imaginable care is taking for the recovery 
of these poor people, we beg leave to return to the affairs 
of their protectors. 

Fhibnd. — A plague upon your return ! This is just 
like a man in whose company I once travelled ; we were 
advanced on our journey, in a fair and haj^p^ road, when 
he took it into his head to ride back again, in search of 
an old. glove. Here you have raised my curiosity to the 
highest, and equally distressed riie in favour of this un- 
happy family, when, in the instant, you fly oflf from the 
sanstaction expected. But here also I presume, you are 
.upon hQUoUr ; you are intrusted with secrets, and would 
not for the wond betray them to your readers. 

Author. — Sir, yoti never were more mistaken. I 
know nothing at aU of these peoi^e's aflfairs. As ioonas 
they ire abi^ they wiU speak for themiielves. I kao^ 
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of no advantage that they can get by their silenoB, what- 
ever they may derive from your compassion and gen- 
erosity by telling their case. But the doctor, for the pre^ 

sent, will not permit them Proceed, my friend,! pray 

you. Your patience wiU have but a very short trid. 



CHAPTER VI. 

About a month before thi«, Mr. Fenton had engaged 
one Mr. Vindex, the schoolmaster of the town, to come 
for an hour every evening, and initiate the two boys in 
their Latin grammar. But he had a special caution 
given him, with respect to the generous disposition of our 
hero, which was said to be induced to do any thin^, by 
kindness ; but to be hardened and roused into opposition 
by severity. 

In about ten days after the late adventure, Mr. Fen- 
ton was called to London, where he was detained about 
three weeks, in settling his books with his Dutch corres- 
pondents ; and in calling in a very large arrear of inter- 
est that was due to him upon the deposits in the fiinds. 

During bis absence, Mr. Vindex began to assume a 
more expanded authority, and gave a freer scope to the 
surly terrors of his station. 

Ned was, by nature, a very lively, but very petulant 
boy *, and when Vindex reproved him with the imperial 
brow and voice of the great Mogul, Ned cast upon him 
an eye of such significant contempt, as no submissions 
or suirerings,on the part of the oflender, could ever after 
compensate. 

The next day, Mr. Vindex returned, doubly armed, 
with a monstrous birch-rod in one hand, and a ferule in 
tfie other. The first he hung up, in ferrorem, as a me- 
teor is said to hang in the lieavensv threatening future 
casligation to the children of men. The second he held, 
as determined upon present action ; nor was lie unmind- 
ful of any hook, whereon to hang a fault, so tliat^ travel- 
ling from right to left and from left to right, he so warm- 
ed tlie hands of the unfortunate i^Mward, as ruinrd the 
Amny economy of his countenance, and reduced him to 
a disagreeable partnership witli the afflicted. 

On the departure of Vindex, though Ned's drollery 
was dismayecf, his rci^ntment was by no means eradica- 
ted : for the principle of Ned was wholly agreeable to the 
motto of a very noble escutcheon ; and Nemo me wnpune 
lacessiU was a maxim of whose impropriety not St. An- 
thony himself could persuade him. 

All night he lay ruminating, and broQding on mischief 
//r /u'^fjnagjm^on f and hjiving formed ^ QUtUiiei of hi* 
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Klan toward morning, he began to chuckle, and comfort 
imself, and exult in the execution. He then revealed 
his project to his bedfellow, Mr. James, who was greatly 
tickled therewith, and promised to join in the plot. 

Full against the portal that opened upon the school- 
room, there atood an ancient and elevated chair, whose 
form was sufficiently expressive of its imi>ortance. Mr. 
Vindex had selected this majestic piece of furniture, as 
alone suitable to the dignity of his exi^lted station ; for 
he judiciously considerea, that, if Thrones and Benches 
were taken from among men, there would be an end of 
tAl dominion and justice upon earth. 

Through the centre of the seat of this chair of autho- 
rity, Ned got Mr. James to drill a small hole, not discern- 
ablcr except on a very minute scrutiny. He then provi- 
ded a cylindrical stick of about six inches in length, to 
one ena of which he fastened a piece of lead, and in the 
other end he fixed the head or a laree needle. This 
needle had been a glover's, of approved metal, keen, and 
polished, and three square toward the point, for a quick 
and ready penetration of tough leather. He next fasten- 
ed two small cords, transverslj, to the leaden extremity 
of the stick ; and James assistmg, they turned the chair 
with the bottom upward, and tacked the four ends of the 
cords, in such a manner, as answered to the four cardi- 
nal points of the compass; while the stick remained sus- 
pended in an upright direction, with the point of the 
needle just so far through the drill, as put it upon a level 
with the surface of the seat. Lastly, they fastened a long 
and well waxed thread about the middle of the stick, 
and drawing this thread over the upper rung, they drop- 
ped the end of it just under Ned's stool, and replaced 
the seat of learning in its former position. 

Greatly did Ned parade it, when, on trial, he found 
that his machine answered to a miracle ; for the stick 
being restrained from any motion, save that in a direct- 
ion to the zenith, on the slightest twitch of the thread, 
the needle instantly mounted four sixths of two inches 
above the surfoce of the seat, and was as quickly recall- 
ed by the revulsion of the lead. 

At the appointed hour of magisterial approach, in 
comes Mr. Vindex. Master Harry and Nea are called. 
Each seizes his book ; and takes his seat as usual in a 
line, nearly diagonal to the right and left corner of the 
chair of authority. Mr. Vindex assumes the throne. 
But scarce was he down^ when Ned gives the premedita- 
ted intimation to his piercer, and up bounces Vindex, 
and gives two or three capers, as though he had been 
suddenly stung by a tarantula. He stares wildly about. 

Kits his' hand behind him, with a touch of tender condo- 
nee ; returns to the chair; peers all over it with eyes 
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of t^ mQs| prying U^pectioD ; but not twisting to ijb^ 
testiqioxfy of h^i ocyUar sense, in a case thai'sp very 
fye^a^y refuted its evidence, he moved his nngers over 
every nart of the surface \ but found alLspiiooth and fair, 
in apite of the late sensible demonstration to the con- 
trary. 

Dow^ again, with slow caution, subsided Mr. Vind^^, 
Tepbnnoitring the pren^8es, to the right band and to tti^ 

Aa hifl temper was not now in the most dulcet dispo^ 
ntio^, he Qrst Iqoked sternly at Ned, and then turning 
towainl llarry, with an eye that sought ocpaslon for pre- 
sent quarre}, ne questioned hint, morosely, on some ar- 
ticles of his lesson : when Ned, not endpnng such ax^ in- 
dignity to the patron of his life and tortunes, ^ave a s^ 
pond twitch, wuth better wiil» and much more lively thar 
the first; and up again sprung y index, with redouble^ 
vigour and (iction, and bounded, plunged, ajid prancec 
about the room, as bewitched. He glared, and searchec^ 
all about with a frantic penetration, and pored into every 
comer toi the visible or invisible perpetrators of these 
mischiefs. He now began to imagine that some devit 
wanted a pincushion, and pro];)08ed no other for the pur- 
pose than hie capacious material. 

In this thought he retreated to th^ ne:|:t chamber, 
stripped off his dothes, his shoes, and breeches, apd ^ 
Imaw whether a lodgment had be^n duly made, he gro- 
ped ior the heads or the supposed weapons. He next 
iBeareSied his breeches, and eyery sldrt and posterior fold 
of coat aad waistcoat But finding his coats clear 
of any entigns of hostility, he writhed and twisted his 
head and eyes tp this side and to th^t, to discern, if pos- 
sible, the devastations that had been made in the field of 
hoiioyr ; when hearing a little titter in the neighbouring 
sohool-room, he began to smell a fox, and dressjpg him- 
jBelf ugain, with a malignant determination of better note 
0ot th^ future, he retumea with a countenance of dis- 
Mwibled piacabilitjr, and resuming his chair, beeui toex- 
m&itto Uie boys, with a voice apparently tuned by goo4 
temper and aiSfection. 

Dining this short serene, poor Ned happened to pt^ake 
0, little tr^ in his rudiments ; when Vmdex turned, aQ4 
^ried to our hero. Master Harry, my dear, be so killed as 
to fipt up and reach me yon ^rule. 

Tbe words ^ad not fully passed the lips pf tho ]iic|c- 
Iciss preceptor, when Ned plucked the string wit{i his ut- 
most force, and Vindex thought himself at least impisded 
pn the spot. Uo he shot, once moire, like a sudden py- 
ramid of flame. The gEound could go lonser retain him, 
lie soared aloft, roaied* caved, cursed, and swore, \\ke a 
JkQwand infemals. W)u^ Ifedy with an aspect of th^ 
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most condoUnff hypocrisy, imd words broke by i^ tone of 
mourning, tenderly enquired of his aibnents. 

Vindex turned upon him an eye of jealous malignity, 
and taking a sudden thought, he flew to the sceiie of hut 
repeated infliction, and turning up the bottom of the 
seat of pain, this complicated effort of extrabrdinary ge- 
nius I^ reyealed, and exposed to vulgar contemplation. 

He first examined minutely into tne parts and con- 
struction of this wonderful machinery, whose efficacjr he 
still so feelingly recollected. He then drew the strine« 
and admired, with what a piercing agility the 'needle 
Qould be actuated by so distant a hand<^ And lastly, and 
deliberately, he tore away, piece by piece, the whole 
composition, as his rasculy brethren, the Turks, have 
also done, in their antipathy to all the monuments oC. 
arts, genius, and learning, throughout the earth. 

In the mean while^ our friend Edward sat trembling 
tf^ fifying in his^skm. All his drollery had forsaken 
him ; nor nad he a single cast of contrivance, for evading 
the mountain of mischiefs that he saw impending. How 
indeed could he palliate 1 what had he to hope or plead 
in mitigation of the penalty 1 where, ufi the party, so 
highly ofifended, he saw his judge and his executioner. 

^fr. Vindex nad now the ball wholly at his own foot ; 
and thfit Ned was ever to have his turn again, was a mat- 
ter no way promised by present appearances. 

Vindex, at length, looked smilmgly about him with 
much ^un in his face, but more vengeance at his heart; 
Mr. Edward, said he, perhaps you are not yet apprized 
of the justice of the Jewish laws, that (daim an eye for 
an eycf and a breach fOr a breach ; but I, my child, w91 
ftilly instruct you in the fitness and propriety of miem. 

Then, teaching at the rod, he seized his- shrin king ^rey, 
as a kite trusses a Tobin ; he laid him, like a little sack, 
across his own stool ; ofi" go the breeches : and with the 
teft hand he holds him down, while the n^t is laid at 
him with the application of a woodman, who resolves to 
clear part of the foreftt before noon. 

Harry, V(^ was no w&y privy to the machination of 
the needle, bow approached, and interposed in behalf of 
bis unhappy servant He t>etitionea, he kneeled, he 
wept; but liis prayers and tears wer6 cast to the winds 
ana the rocks, tiU Vindex had reduced th^ posteriors of 
nooc Ned, to a plight Uttle different from those of St. 
Bairtholomew. 

Mr Vindex justly deemed that he had now given a les- 
son of such ample instruction, as might dispense with 
his presence for some days at least 

In the mean time, the scalping of Ned's bottom held 
him confined to his bed, where he. had ftdl time and 1b& 
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mire to contrive, with one end, a just and worthy retri* 
bution for the suflferings of the other. 

Harry went often to sit and condole with Ned in this 
the season of his calamity; and as he had now conceiv- 
ed a strong aversion to the j>eda^ogue, on account of 
his barbarity, he offered to assist his friend in any mea- 
sures deemed adequate to the stripes and injuries he had 
received. 

The house of Mr. Vindex was a iarge and old-fash- 
ioned building, with a steep flight of stcne-stairs, and a 
spacious landmg-place before the door. Ned was again 
on his legs, the night was excei^ive dark, anil the family 
of the preceptor had just finished an early supper. 

About this time a general rapping was heard ; and a 
servant opening the door, looked this way and that way, 
and called out repeatedly 4o know who was there ; but 
no voice replying, he retired and shut all to again. — 
Scarce was ne re-entered when he hears, rap, rap, rap^ 
rap. The fellow's anger was now kindled, and opening 
the door suddenly, he oounced out at once, in order to 
seize the run-away: but seeing no creiUure, he began to 
feel a coming chilliness, and his hairs to stir, as though 
each had got the life of an eel. Back he slunk, closed 
the door with the greatest tenderness, and crept down 
to reveal a scantling of his fears to his feUows in the 
kitchen. 

Vow, though men and maids laughed heartily at the 
apprehensions Of Hodge, they all resented this insult on 
their house, as they called it; and getting all up togeth- 
er in a group, they slily crowded behind the door, with 
the latcn in one of their hands, ready to issue in an in- 
stant, and detect the delin<|uent8. ^ 

They wer^ not suffered to fVeeze. Knock, knock, 
knock, knock, knock. Open flies the door, and out rush 
the servants. Nothing appeared. They all stood silent, 
and astonished beyond measure. Some, however, ^ith 
outward bravade but inward tremblings, went searching 
al<mg the walls and behind the posts ror some lurcher. — 
Again they gathered to the landing-place, and stood whis- 
peringly debating what this might be: when, to the in- 
expressible terror and discomfiture of all present, the 
spontaneous knocker assumed sudden life and motion, 
and gave such « peal and alarm to their eyes and ears, 
as put every sense and resolution to the rout; and in they 
rushed again, one on the back of the other, and clapped 
to the door, as in the face of an host of pursuing de- 
mons. 

Mr. Vindex and his lady, for some time past, had been 
sitting opposite and nodding over a fire in the back par- 
lour, where they returned each other's salute, with tfau^ 
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greatest good manners and punctuality imaginable. He 
now started on hearing the rustling in the hall, and an- 
grily called to know what was the matter. 

V index, from the prejudice of education during his in- 
fencv, had conceived the utmost spite to all spectres 
and hobgoblins, insomuch that he wished to depriye them 
of their very existence, and laboured to persuade himself 
as well as others, of their non-entitv ; out faith proved 
too strong within him, for all his verbal parade of avow- 
ed infidelity. 

While the servants, with pale fiices and short breath, 
made their relation, the magisterial philosopher did so 
sneer, and contemptuously toss this way and t'other, 
and throw himself back in such affected fits of laughter, ' 
as nothing could be like it; tin bouncing at the sound of 
another peal, he mustered the whole family, boarders and 
all, to about seventeen in number, together with madam 
Vindex, who would not be left sole; and now they ap- 
peared such an army as was sufficient to face any single 
devil, at le^st; and forth they issued and filled the landing- 
place, leavmg the door on the jar. 

Here, Mr. Vindex turned, and with his face toward the 
knocker, thus addressed the assembly. 

My honest, but simple friends, quoth he, can any thing 

gersuade you, that a spirit, or ghost, as ye call it, a 
reath, or being of air, a something or nothing, that is 
neither tangible, nor visible, can lay hold of that which 
isl Or are ye such idiots as to imagme that yon knocker, 
(for he did not yet venture to touch it)' a substance of 
solid and molten brass, without members or organs, or 
any internal system, or apparatus for the purpose, can 
yet be endued with will, design, or any kind of intelli- 
gence, when the least locomotive faculty^ in the meanest 
reptile, must of necessity, be provided with an infinitely 
varied mechanism of nerves, tubes, reservoirs, levers, and 
pulleys for the nonce, I should discredit my own senses 
on any appearance contrary to such palpable demon- 
stration. In all lights — Soft — ^break we off — ^look where 
it comes again! For, in this instant of affirmation, so 
peremptory and conclusive, the knocker, as in contempt 
and bitter despite to philosophy, so loudly refuted every 
syllable of the premises, as left neither time nor inch- 
nation to Vindex, for a reply: but, rushing desperately 
forward, he burst in at the portal, with such as had 
presence of mind to take advantage of the opening, and 
turning again, and shutting the door violently in tne ikce 
of half his family, he ran and threw himself into his 
chair, in an agony of spirits. 

The servants«nd boarders, whom Vindex had shutout, 
not abiding to jitay in presence of the object of their terrora, 
tumbled in a heap, down the stairs, and gathering them- 
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aelyei i^p again, i^^n diyenwly to communi^te to all Uuek^ 
neighbours and acquaintance, the tic^^g8 o%w enctiante<| 
khocker. Their contagious looks and words gave tt^e 

ganic througho^t ; but curiosity prevailing above app|;e- 
ehsion, the town began to gatber, though first in tbin 
parses, and at cautious distances; till the crowd, increas- 
ing, took hear^ and resolu^on firom nmnber. and ven- 
turing up a step or two of th^ stairs, and oeing ^tiU 
pressed and urged fonyard W new copiers ftQm behind, 
they at length filled the whole fiight and the landing- 
place, and one of them growing bold enough to lift his 
hand towards the knocker, the knocker generously con- 
vinced him that n6 assistapce was wsQtmg. Eap» rap, 
rap, rap. Rap, rap, rap, rap. Rap, rap, rap, rap. — 
Back recoil the foremost rai^ks, casting offand tumbling 
over the ranks behind. No one stayed to give help or 
band to friend or brother; but rising or scrambUng on on 
, all fours, each made the best of his way to the first asy- 
lum, and in less than ton seconds, there was notatnous^ 
stirring throughout the streeL 

If I nad the ill-nature of such authors as love to pVOr ' 
S(le, I also might leave the foregoing enigma to be solved, 
or rather made more implicit, in such ways as philoao'' 
phy mig^t happen to account for it: but, in compassion 
fo ^he pains of Iabo\iring imagination, I choose to deliver 
pay reader, with all possible ease and despatoh. 

The fact is, that these astonishing and tremendous 
phenomena, that discomfitted a little city, alarmed thei 
country round, and resusci^ted the stories and legends 
of the old women of all the parishes from Baroet to Lon- 
don, were the whole and sole contrivance of our hero's 
petulant foundling, during a nightly lucubration. 

Ked had accorgingly impartea his plan of operations 
to Harry, and Hurry engaged Mrs. Hannah ip the plot. 

NowMTs. Hanpah had a house in a narrow part of 
the street, just opposito to that of Mr. Vindex, where 
her niece and an old servant resided. This house yrM 
narrow, but of the height of four stories; and on the said 
memorable pight, "i^ea dropped the end of a bottom of 
small twine from the garret window, which Hfinnah took 
across the way, and nisteped with a double knot, to the 
knocker of Vindex's door. 4^pd now it is twenty to one. 
that if Vindex*s family and the test of the neighhourhooa 
had been even thus &r let ihto the secret, they would 
not have been altogeUneT ao much alarmed at the copsa- 
quences. 

I have read of generals who could gain, but pot main- 
tain conquests; and of women who could keep aU secretff 
but their own. Thus it happepe4 to Ned. . His Vanity 
was, at; least, on a level wiCh h(g ingenuity^ he was so 
^ted with tb^ spQcess of liis roceixt stxatageiii, that bo 
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of |t to spr^e, and h^f wl^spered it to others^ 

it c^x^e to tbe ears of the inpch exasperated Vinaeii:. 
jindex, in tbe first heat and very boil of his passions, 
l]iatche^ pp a rod, just cut from tha^ tree wbo^e bare 
^ame i^kes terror through all our semfnaries of |earninst» 
and taking yi^th him one of his boairdejrs, he marc^ies 
directly down to the house ofMr. Fenton, and thus com- 
jfortably armefl, hie enters the f^^l school-room. 

' Ned, M great good'fortune for himself, was tben absent' 
but our ne|-o happening to be there, Vindex Instantly 
flbut the door 9na called nim to task. 




ed toteil a lie Uirough fear, without hesitation, answered 
^n me affirmatiye. YoU did, sirrah, replied tb^ pedagogue! 
and you have the impudence also, to confess it to my 
faceT Here, Jacky, down with his breeenes, and hors^ 
him forme directly. 

Jack was ^ lustly lubberly boy, about ten years of age^ 
^d stobpjpg to unbutton * Hvty^ according to order, 
Our hero gave bin) such a sddden fist in the mouth, p 
gashed in |;wo of his teeth, that then happened' to be 
moulting, and set him a crying and bleeding in a piteous 
mariner, y index thfen ros6 ;nto ten-fold fury, a^d took 
our hero in hands himself; and notwithstanding that h^ 
piiffed and kicked, and #»ught it most manfully, Vjnd^^, 
at length, unbuttoned his bteeches, and set him, oi due 
foiTO, on the back of his boarder. 

The pedagogue, at first, gave him the three accusjon^- 
ed strokes, as hard as he could draw. So much, my 
iriend, says he, is for your own share of the burden, ana 
now tell me, who wete your confederates and abettors 
in ^lis fine plot? That 1 will never jtell you, deliberate- 
ly and resolutely aiiswerieq ova hero, what, shall I be 
tuillied and out braved, replied the frantic savag6, by 
such a one as youl Yoji little stubborn villain, J mb 
fidiy you alive, I ^lyill carbonade you on the spbt. So say- 
ing, he laid JBit him, as though he h^d been a sheaf of 
wheat ; while Harry, iridignantly, endured the torture, 
and' hp^ding in his breath, that pe might not give Vindi^ 
|c|)0 satisbction of a groan, hi^ determined to peqsh fath- 
er thiein betray, 

III the fnean time, Ned had peeped in at the key-ho]^, 
an^ spying the situation aiid plignt of his loved pa^op, 
he ran to lyirs. Hannah atid imparted tibe horrid ti4mgf . 
Hannah rose with all the wrath of Tisiphon0'in fi^r 
pounten^nce, and flying to the school-rdoni, she noshed 
violently against |.he door, burst It open in a twinkling, 
and spr^lg^^g forward*. &stened every nail she ha^!)^ 
\f^, ^e 4nd eyes of y ^id<^, aif4 Itore awfiy and cujSed 



X 



d4 



THU roOL OP QUALITY. 



at a fearflil rate. Jack, at this period, had let bis rider 
to the ground ; when Harry, catching at a sword that 
V hung against a wainscot, whipt it down, and drawing 
it froBi the sheath as quick as lightning*, he sprung at 
Vindex, in order to run him through the body; but, hap- 
pily, not having had the patience to put up his breeches, 
they trammellea hira in nis advance, and he fell pros- 
trate with the sword in his hand, which reached the 
leg of the pedagogue, and gave him a slight wound, just 
as he was endeavouring to make his way through the 
door. Jack had already made his escape, and the 
mauled preceptor scampered after, with his 'ears much 
better warmeo, and 'his temper better cooled, than when 
be entered. 

Harry bore his misfortune with a sort of sullen though 
shame-faced philosophy. But every other member of 
this honourable famify almost adored him for the bloody 
proof he had given of his virtue; and vowed unpitjnng 
vengeance on the ungenerous Vindex. 

During the above transactions, the strangers whom Mr. 
Fenton had received into hisJiouse had been tended with 
great humanity, and were now on the recovenr, 

Mr. James, on conversing wiUi the head of this little 
family, observed that he was an exceeding sensible per- 
son, and had provided him with a decent, though cast 
suit of his master's; and had also, with the assistance of 
Mrs. Hannah, put his wife and little boy into clean and 
seemly apparel. 

As James's invention was on the rack to get adequate 
satisfoction on the base spirited Vindex, he went to con- 
sult his new friend, who dropped a tear of generosity 
and admiration; on hearing the story of Harry's heroism 
and nobility of soul. 

By his advice, Mr. James despatched a messenger to a 
druggist at London, and to several other shops for sun- 
dry apparatus; and having all things in reaainess, and 
Harry being now able to bear a part in the play, James 
sent a strange porter to Vindex, with compliments fh>m 
his master, as though he were just come home, and re- 
quested to speak with him. 

Vindex accordingly comes and knocks. The door 
opens, he enters, and it instantly shuts upon him. H« 
started back with horror as at tHe sight of Medusa. Hi 
perceives the hall all in black, without a single ray, savi 
what proceeded from a sickly lamp, that made the gloosl 
visible. He is suddenly seized upon by two robust d# 
vils covered over with painted flames. They drag h^ 
to the school-room — but O terror of terrors! he knows/ 

glace^of his pristine authority no more. He behold" 
ell more fearfuf than his foncy had yet framed, f 
ceiling seemed to be vaulted with serpents, harpiettf^ 



THE POOL OF QUALITY. 96 

hydras, that dropt livid fire. , On one side ran Phlegton, 
in waves of burning^ sulphur. And here, the Tisiphone. 
Mfl^gara, and AlectO; of the heathens, appeared to contend 
for frightfulness with Milton's Death and Sin. Four 
fiends, and two little imps, at once laid their fangs upon 
him, and would have dragged him to the ground: out 
the pedagogue was a sturdy athletic fellow, and cuffed 
and scratched, and roared it out most manfully. The 
devil, however, proving toa strong for the sinner, he was 
cast prostrate to the earth; and being, left, in retrospection, 
as bare as father Time, some sat upon his shoulders to 
keep him down, while others, on each side, alternately 
keeping time like the thresli^rs of barley, gave our flo^- 

J^er sucn a scoring, as imprinted on his memory, to his 
ast state of magistracy, a fellow feeling for tiie^ufferings 
of petty delinquents. 

Bein^ all out-breathed in turns, they remitted from 
their toil; and now appeared to be a set of the merriest 
devils that ever associated. They fastened the clothes 
of the disconsolate Yindex about his neck, with his own 
garters; and having manacled his hands before him, they 
turned him loose to the street While he, with a won- 
derful presence of mind in the midst of his terrors, raised 
his hands, the best he could, to cover his face, and hur- 
ried homeward, judiciously recollecting that forty-nine 
in fifty would nave recognized the one end, who would 
not recognize the other, especially in the present pickle. 

Within a few dav's after this adventure, Mr. Fenton 
returned. At the first sight of one anotlier, he and his 
Harry grew together for near half an hour. He then 
addressed every member of his family, one by one; and 
with a familiar goodness, enquired after their several 
healths and concerns. He also asked after his late guests, 
and desired to s^e them; but on Mr. James's intimation, 
that he had somewhat of consequence to impart to him, 
they retired to the next room. 

Here, James made him a minute recital of the prece- 
ding adventures; and set forth, in due contrast, the base- 
ness and barbarity of Vindejc on tlie one part, and the 
unassailable wortliiness of his Harry on the other ; while 
the praise of this chosen of the old gentleman's soul 
sunk, Hke the balm of Gilead, upon his wounded mind, 
and almost eradicated every memorial of former grief, 
and planted a new ^spring of hope and joy in their 
room. 

The table being spread for dinner, Mr. Fenton sent 
to desire that the stinger and his little family should 
ioin company. They came, according to order, but en- 
tered, evidently overcome with a wei{^ht of sham&and 
gratitude too grievous to be borne. 

^|r, Featon saw their oppression^ and felt the whole 
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bdirdto upoii hiis bwii shbulders. k^ abcorctthgly tirils( 
inteT^tedand solicitous in thti removal, which he afibct-: 
^ with sUl that slddreda 6f ^hich his bumahity had made 
hini a finished master. 

, Through the enfolditigs of ^ the «traUg0r'd modest^^ 
Mr. Fenton discerned many things breceding the vulgsir 
rank of men, Mi/Clement, said h^ I am ^iohished^ 
l^yond measuris, that a person of letters, as ^ou are^ 
and who has so much of thfe gentleman in his i>erson 
and manner^ should yet be reduced to such eittremity in 
a Christian country, ttnd among a peot)le distinguished 
fdr their humanity. , There must be something visry sin- 
gular, and extraordihory in yoUr caise: aiid this night, if 
you afe at leisure, and that the recital is not disagreeable 
to ^ou, yoU would oblige me by your $tbry. 

Sir, answered Mr. Clement, smce my life is your^^ 
ion have surely a right to an account of yoUr property. 
Whenever you think i*roper, I will cheerfully obey you; 

Mr. Fenton, now rose, and stepped into town, and 
Calling upon a neighboiir whom he took to the tavern^ 
he sent for Mr. Vindex, who came upon the summons. 

Mr. Vindex, says he, pray take your sieat. I am sor- 
ty, Mr. Vindex-, for the treatment ^ou have got in my 
house, and still sorrier that you got it so very deservedly. 

I have long thought^ Mr. Vindex, that the method of 
school-masters, in the instruction of our cfiildren, is flU- 
together the reverse of what it ought to be. They gen- 
erally lay hold on the human constitution, as a pilot lays 
hold on the rudder ol a ship by the tail, by the single 
motive of fear alone. 

Now as fear has no concern with any thing but it- 
self, it is the most confined, most malignant,and the basest, 
though the strongest of all passions. 

The party who is possessed with it, Will listen to 
nothing but the dictates of his own terror, nor scruple at 
any thing that may cover him from the evil apprehend- 
ed. He will prevaricate and lie ; if that lie is question- 
ed, he will vouch it by petjiu^y; and if he happens to do 
an injury, he will be tempted to commit miirder to pre- 
vent the effects of resentment. 

Fear never was a friend to the love of God or man, 
to duty or conscience, truth, probity, or honour. It 
therefore can never make a good subject, a good citizen, 
or a good soldier; and least of all, a good christian; ex- 
cept the devils, who believe and tremble, are to be iLc^ 
counted good Christians. 

How very different is the lesson which our master 
CnaisT teacheth, who commahdeth us not to fear what 
man can do unto us; to 'smile at sickness and calamity; 
to rise superior to pain and death; and to regard nothing 
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f>ttlMitlietfd8<6tlie^6idof til&tiintticfftftlity, which hilt 
gostiiel has brought tolffe! 

Thete i8,,Mr. Vinder, butond ocdEusion, tirhereih fedir 
Mfty be nseiflilfin schools or cOnimonwealths; aiid that is, 
i^heii it is placed as a guard against evil, and appears 
Jn^th itsiiisignia of rods, ropes leind axes to deter aU, who 
oehold, from upproachitt^ thereto. ^ 

But this, Mr. vindetfis fur fh)m being the sole oc- 
tsk^oii pA which school-masters apply the motive of fear 
^d castigation^ They associate the ideas pf pain to 
those lessons and virtues which the pleasure of encouir- 
Bgemeilt ought alone to inculcate: they yet more f^ 
quently, apply the lash, for the indulgence of their own 
weaknesses, and for the gratification of the virulence of 
ti^eir owtt naughty passions: and I have seen a giant of 
it pedagogue, raving, raging, and foaming over a group 
orshrinjnng ihfhnts, like a kite over a crouching parc^ 
of young tUrkfes. 

There are, I admit, some parents and preceptors, who 
annex other motives to that of the rod: they promise 
money, gaudy clothes, and sweet meats, to children; and 
ih tliieir manner of expatiating on the use and value of 
'sUch articles, they often excite, in their little minds, the 
appetites of avarice, of vanity, and sensuality; they also 
sometimes add the motive of \^hat they call emulation, 
but which, in fact, is rank envy, !^ telling one boy ho\V 
much happier, or richer, or finer, another is, than him- 
self. 

Now, though envy and emulation are often con- 
founded, in terms: there are liot two things more dif- 
ferent, both ii^ respect to their object, and in respect 
to their Operation : the object of eiivy is the person, 
ftnd not the excellence, or any one ; hut the object' 
6f emuration is excellence alone r as when Christ — 
exciting us to be emulous of the excellence of God 
himself, bids us be perfect, as our Fa^er which is in 
heaven is perfect: the operati^on of envy is to pull others 
do^n ; but the act of emufotion iis to exalt ourselves to 
some eminence or height proposed: the eye^ of envy are 
sore and sickly, and hate to look at the light; but emu- 
latinb has the eyie (if an eagle; and soars, while it gazes 
in the fiice of the sun. 

Were tutors half as solicitous throughout their acade-' 
mie^ to make men of wohb, as to make men' of letters; 
there aVe a hundred pretty artifices, very obvious to bb 
contrived and practised for the purpose. They might 
institute Caps of Shame, and Wreaths of Honour in their 
schodls: they might have little medals, expressive of par- 
tieUlar virtues, to be fixed on the breast of the achiever, 
m forftited by default: and on the report of any boy's 
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having performed a signal action of good natufe, frietkrM,^ 
ship, gratitude, generosity, or honour, a place of eminen.^^^ 
might be appointed for him to sit on, while all the ri^^^ 
of uie schocn should bow, in deference, as they pass^^^ 
Such arts as these, I say, with that aistinguishmg ^^ 
fection and approbation which all persons ought toshi^iy^ 
to children ot merit, wotdd soon make a new nation, of 
infants, and consequently of men. 

When you, Mr. Vindex, iniquitously took upon you 
to chastise my most noble and most incomparable boy. 
you first whipt him for his gallant and generous avowal 
of the truth; and next, you oarbarously flayed bimj be- 
cause he refused to betray those who hiad confided in his -r 
integrity. 3 

When I behold so many scoundrels walking openly ^- 
tliroughout the land who are styled your honour, and ^ 
your honour ; and who impudently usurp the mostexalt-^ 
ed of all characters, the character of a gentleman , I no 
longer wonder, when I reflect that they nave been prin- 
cipled, or rather unprincipled, by such tutors 9a Mr. 
Vmdex. f 

The merry devils, Mr. Vindex, who took you in hand, 
were not of a species so alienated from humanity, as you 
might imagine : they have therefore appointed me their 
vehicle of some smart money in recompence, but desire 
no further advantage fh>m your company or inslruc- 
tions. 

ijo saying, Mr, Fenton put a purse of five-and-twenty 
guineas into the hands of the Preceptor, and withdrew 
without speaking another word. 

FaiEjn). — Upon my credit, this Mr. Fenton — ^I long 
* to know somethmg more of him — he is a sensible kind 
of a man, and has given us some very valuable hints 
upon education. But may I be so free with you as to 
drop some general remarks upon the whole of what I 
have readi 

Author. — Free, Sirl — by all means — as ttee as you 
please, to be sure!— Believe me, you cannot do ma a 
grcijter favour. 

Fa. — Why, there's the plague on't now, — you begin 
to kindle already. — Ah, were you authors to know 'the 
thousandth part of the liberties that are taken behind 
your backs, you would learn to bear, with more humili- 
ty, a gentle admonition, thou£^h uttered to your faces. — 
Few indeed have the generosity, or even humanity, to 
intimate what they themselves think, or what the worm 
speaks of you. We are seldom over forward to say 
any thing that might give displeasure to others, because 
we like that others should be pleased with ourselves^ bqt 
in your ftbaence, we pay oureelves largely for our tacitu^ 
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fifty in yonr presence ; and I have often been in compt- 
ny, where the intimates and confidents of your authors 
have depreciated and ridiculed the very same passages, 
which they applauded with cries and claps in your 
closets. The world, my friend, has substituted good 
manners in the place of good nature; whoever conforms 
to the former is dispensed with from any observance of 
the latter. Shall I add, (for the misfortune of your au- 
thors,) that there is a set of men, who, at once, dispense 
with common manners and common humanity. They g^o 
under the name of critics; and must be men of wealth, that 
the deterenoe paid to fortune may give a sort of stamp 
and currency to the dross of their erudition. In the 
strictest sense, indeed, they may be called Men of Let- 
ters, their study as well as capacity being nearly confined 
to a just or orthographical disposition of the alphabet. 
Their business is to reconnoitre the outworks of genius, 
as they have no key to the gates of nature or sentiment. 
They snufT faults from afar, as crows scent carrion, and 
delight to pick, and to prey, and to dwell upon them.— 
They enter, like wasps, upon the gardens of literature, 
not to relish any fragrance or select any sweets, but to 
pamper their malevolence with every thing that savours 
of rankness or offence. Happily for them,- their sagacity 
does not tend to the discovery of merit; in such a case, 
a work of genius would give them the spleen for a month, 
or possibly depress their spirits beyond recover!'. 

To these hign and dreaded lords justiciaries, the critics, 
authors deem it incumbent to submit the products of 
their lucubrations: not in the prospect of any advantage 
from their advice or animadversions ; neitlier in the hopes 
of acquiring their friendship or patronage; but merely- 
to soothe and deprecate the effects of their malignity. 
Accordingly, 1 have been present when some of ^ese 
dictators have been presented with a manuscript, as with 
an humble petition ; they have thereupon assumed the 
chair, 
calle( 
sentence 

Acation have I been Witness on such occasions ! to what 
a state of abatement, of abasement, of annihilation, have 
these entertainers of the public been depressed! — "I am 
sorry. Sir, to tell you, that this will not do, — ^a few at- 
tempts here and there, but that will not compensate. 
Mere again, how injudicious, absurd, unpardonable !^ — 
Lord, Sir. you sliould have considered that wheti a 
man' sits down to write for the public, the least coTh- 
pliment they expect from him is, that he should 
ttiink. Here, my friend, I have seen enough; I cannot 
affront my judgment so much, as either to .i^ommetid 
br patronize your performance ; all I can do Tor you Is 
Vol. I. G 
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to be filent on the subject, and pennit fools to approve 
who have not sense 'to discern. ' Thus do these critics 
paramount with the delicacy and compassion of the 
tortures of the Iniquisition, search out all the seats of 
sensibility and self complacence, in order to sting with 
the more quick and killing poignancy. 

Now my dear friend, as you have not applied for the 
favour of these established arbitrators of genius and litera- 
ture, you are not to expect tlie least mercy from them; 
and 1 am also free to tell you, that I know of no writer 
who lies more open to their attacks. You are excessive- 
ly incorrect; your works, on the one haud,yiave not the 
least appearance of the Limas labor ,• nor, on the other, 
4iave they that ease which ought to attend tlie haste with 
which they seem to be written. Again, you are ex- 
tremely unequal and dispropoitioned ; one moment you 
soar where no eye can see, and strait descend with 
rapidity to creep in the vulgar phrase of chambermaids 
and children. Then you are so dcsultoi^y that wc know 
not where to have you: you no sooner interest us in one 
subject, than you drag us, however reluctant, to another. 
In short, I dou1)t whether you laid any kind of plan be- 
fore you set about the building; but we shall see how 
your fortuitous concourse of atoms will turn out. 

AuT. — Do I want nature*? 

Fr. — No. 

AtJT.— Do Iwant spirit? 

Fb. — Rather too much of fire at times. 

AuT. — Do I want sentiment? 

Fb. — Not altogether. 

AuT, — ^Then, Sir, I shall be read, and read again, in 
despite of my own defects, and of all that you and 
yon r critics can say or do against me. The truth is, 
that the critics are very far from bein^ bug-bears to 
me^ they have always proved my friends, my best 
benefactors ;- they were the first who writ me into 
any kind of reputation ; and I am more beholden to 
their invectives, than I am to my own genius, for any 
little name I may Jiave got in the woria ; all 1 have to 
fear is, that they are already tired of railing, and may 
not deem me worth their further notice. But praj[, my 
good Sir, if you desire that I should profit by your ad- 
monitions, ought you not to give me instances of the 
fkuUs with which you reproach me? 

Fb. — That would be timcand labour altogether thrown 
away» as I have not the smallest hope of cringing you 
to confession. You are a Disputant, a Casuist,!)^ your 
education ; you are equally studied and practised in 
turning anything into nothing, or bringing all things 
thereout. But do not flatter yourself that I have yet 
given you the detail of half your faults ; you are often 
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pftradoxica], and exinmeiy peremptory and desperate 
in your assertions. In this very lost page you affirm 
Uiat the character of a gentleman is the most reverable, 
the highest of all characters. 

AuT. — I did Sir, I do affirm it, and will make it good. 

Fr. — I knew it^ Sir, I knew it : b«t do not choose, at 

r resent, to enter into the discussion. At the next pause 
shall willingly hear you on this question. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Oil his return he ordered a fire and a bottle of wine 
into his study, and sent for Mr. Clement. Mr. Clement, 
says be, sit down; I assure you, Mr Clement, 1 am in- 
clined to think very well of you. But pray let me 
have the narrative of your life and manners^ without 
disguise. An ingenuous confession and sense of past 
errors has something in it, to me, full as amiable, or 
more than if a man ua^ never strayed. 

Sir, says Mr. Clement, I have indeed been faulty, very 
faulty, in my intentions ; thou^^h God has hitherto pre- 
served me from any very capital act, and has by your 
hand, wonderfully brought me to tliis day. 

History of the Man of Lettkrs. 

Bartholomew Clement, Sir, a retailer of hard-ware, on 
tlie Strand, is my father. He was low bred, and, as I 
believe, of narrow capacity: but proceeding in what 
they call the dog-trot of life, and having a single eye to 
the imaking of money, he became vastly rich, and has 
now a large income from houses and ground-rents in 
tlie city of Westminster, tiie fruits and acquisition qf 
his own application. 

I remember nothing of my mother, except hcT fond- 
ness for me ; nor of her character, except the tears that I 
have seen my father shed, when occasior<ai circumstan- 
ces have brought her firesh to his memory. She died 
when I was in my seventh year. I was their only sur- 
viving child ; and my &ther transferred all his tenderness 
for her to me. 

The love of my father was not the mere partiality or 
prejudice of a parent ; it was not an affection : he had 
a passion for me^ that ceuld be equalled by nothing but 
bis vanity in my behalf He resolved, he said, that there' 
should be one gentleman in the family, and with this 
view, he resisted his desire of having me always in bis 
siglit, and sent me to Westminster school, and firom 
tbance to Cambridge, where I continued till I was twen* 



108 !«£ WOOL OP QtTALit^. 

ty years of age, without any thing happening thai wid 
uneotnmon, or deserving of your atttention. 

In the mean time, my lather was as prodigal of his 

Surse toward me, as he was of his caresses. He had me 
rith him every vacation. He visited me ^quently 
during term, and seemed to iose the better half of his ex- 
istence when we parted. 

He had infasedf into me a strong tincture of his own 
vanity and vieii^. I lost even a portion of that tender- 
ness and respect which I had Mt m his regard. He was 
a trader, a mechanic ; I sighed for his reptile state ; and 
I looked down upon him, as Icarus did on that very 
father, from whom he had derived wings for so exalted a 
flight. 

My application, accordingly, was equal to my ambition. 
I was not merely a master, I was a critic in the classical 
languages. I relished, and commented on the beauties 
of tne Greek and Latin authors; was a thorough connois- 
seur in the customs and manners of the ancients; and 
could detect the slightest transgression of a sculptor or 
designer, in their tbldiug of the Roman Toga. I also 
had the honour to be intimate with all the great of anti- 
quity ; I frequently sat in synod, with the whole posse 
i3f lueathen gods, on Olympus ; and I kept them, as I 
imftgined, in n kind of dependence, by my perfect know- 
ledge c^ dU their secret lapses and misreadings. I had 
traced the system of nature, from Aristotle and Pythago- 
iTjM down to £piisurus and Lucretius, and from them 
down to Pes Cartes, Gassendi, andHoobes; and I was 
(BO tfiorough-paced an nde-pt in all the subtleties of logic, 
that I could confute and ehauge sides, witliout losing an 
ineh of ground that I had gained upon my adversary. 

I now imjugined that I was arrived at the very pinna- 
cle of human exeellencr, and that fortune and honour 
were within my grasp on either hand. I lool^ed on the 
chaT^Lceliorship, or primacy, as things that must come in 
course And 1 ^^^ contriving some station more adequate 
to the iieig'W ot my merits and ambition,- when I receiv- 
ed this letter. 

"Have lately enquired into thy liffe and character: am 
sorry to find them too bad to give hope of amendment. 
Have lost my money, and my child. Thou hast cut thy- 
self ftom my love ; I nave cut thee from my fortui^e. To 
comibrt myself, have taken a neighbour's widow to wife. 
Come not near me. I will not see the. Would pray for 
tliee, if I did not tnink it in vain. 

♦♦BabthqiojOeW Clemjewt." 
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^«r Mnse turn afler tb« rooenii of tfai»cniel letter, I n^ 
mauied in « state of stupidity, t could not believe thg 
testimony of my senses. I gave a kind of discredit to ail 
things. Sut) awakening from this letbcu^y into ineXf 
pressible anguish^ my sottl was rent by dilrerent and cdn- 
tending jMssions. 

Wliatever contempt I might have ibr the station of my 
filtbBri I still loved his person better than riches and ho- 
nours. But he k>ved me no more, he was gone, he was lost ; 
he was already dead and buried, at least to me. I cast my- 
self on the ground) I groaned, 1 wept aloud, I bewailed him. 
as though he had lain a hfeless corpse before me. At 
length, having vented the first ravings of my passion, 1 
rose and wrote to my fhtber an answer^ of which thie, in 
my pocket-book, is the copy» 

Sir, 

'<If you had not wished to find those faults you Mnt td 
seek after, in a life that defies malice, and is wholly ir- 
reproachable ; you would not have eiven credit to scoun- 
dr^ who cannot judge of the conduct of a gentleman; 
nor have condemned your only child, without hearing or 
defence* 

" In cutting me from your fortune, you only cot bm 
from what I despise ; but in cuttine me from your love^ 
you have unjustly robbed me of what no fortune can re* 
pair. I see that you are irretrievably taken away front 
me ; I shall never more behold my long indulgent and 
taaa fhther ; and I shall not cease to lament his loss with 
tears of filial affection. But for this new frither, whose 
heart could dictate so unnatural and inhuman a letter, 1 
equally disclaim all commerce and concern with him. 
And, could it be possible that a person of my talents and 
abilities should be reduced to indigence or distress, you. 
Sir, are the very last man upon earth to whom I wouU 
apply, or from whom I would deign to accept relief. 

'* But if, on the other hand, it should please Ood, here- 
after to visit your hard-heartedness wim affliction and 
poverty ; and that I, like the son of the black-smith, in 
the days of our eighth Harry, should stand next the throne 
in dignity and honours; you wiU then find me desirous 
of making you aU sorts of submissions; you wiU then 
find the dutifolest, the fondest, and tenderest of chil- 
Acen, in, 

"Sir, 
'^our little known and mUeh injured, 

"Haxmxl Clbmeitt." 

Having thus vented thegusto and fiselings of my beait» 
I began, seriously, to think of the course I ought to take; 
and considered London as the sphere in wfawh a ' 
nary would appear with the gieatie«t loftUA* 
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I discharged my servants, sold my two geldines^disposed 
of my room, my furniiure, and most of my Dooks, and 
having mustered somewhat upward of three hundred and 
ftfly pounds, I lodged the three hundred poundis with a 
Cambridge dealer, from whom I took bills on his corres- 
pondent in London ; and set out, on my expedition, in 
the first stage. 

I took cheap lodgings nearChiiTing Cross; I was alto- 
gether unknowing ana unknown in that great city ; and 
reflecting that a hidden treasure cannot be duly estunated, 
I daily frequented Markham's coffee-house, amidst a pro- 
miscuous resort of swords-men, literati, beaus, and politi- 
cians. 

Here, happening to distinguish myself, en a few occa- 
sions, where some articles of ancient history, or tenet of 
Thales, or law of Lycurgus, chanced to be m question ; 
I be/^an to be regarded with better adt^antage. 

An elderly gentleman, one day, who sat attentive in 
a corner, got up and whispered that he would be glad of 
my company to take share of a pint in the next room. 
I gratefully obeyed the summons; aad when we had 
drank a glass a*piece, Mr. Clement, says he, you appear 
to have but few acquaintance, and may, possibly, want 
a friend. My fortune is small, but I have some influ- 
ence tn this town ; and as I have taken an inclination to 
yovtf^I should be glad to serve yoa. If the question is 
^6t too free, pray, what is your present dependence, and 
prospect for life 1 

Having, with a grate All warmth, acknowledged his 
goodness to me, I ingenuously confessed that my circum- 
stances were very slider, and that I Should be glad of 
any place wherem I could be useftil for myself and my 
employer. A nd pray, says my friend. What place would 
best suit youl I hox>e, Sir, answered I, my education 
has been such^ that, lay m^ aside the manual crafts, there 
is not any thmg for which I am not qualified. I am 
greatly pleased to hear it, replied Mr. Goodville, and hope 
soon to bring you news that will not be disagreeable. 

Within a few days, Mr. Goodville, again entered the 
coffee-house with a happy aspect He beckoned -ms 
aside. Clement, says he, I have the pleSsure to tell you 
that I have brought you the choice of two very advanta- 
geous places. Mr. Giles, the banker, wants a clerk who 
can wnte a fine hand, and has made some proficiency in 
arithmetic. And my good firiend Mr. TradeWell, an 
eminent merchant, would give Icir^ encouragement to 
a youth who understands the Italian method of book- 
keeping ; as his business is very extensive, and requires 
the shortest and clearest manner of entry and reference. 

My fKend here paused ; and I blushed, bung down 
my head, and was wholly conibunded. At lengu, I an* 
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sweired, hesitatingly, perhaps, Sir, you have bap];>en6d on 
the only two articles, in the universe, (mechanics, as I 
said, apart) of which t have no knowledge. Well, well, 
my boy, sd^a he, dont be discouraged. I will try what 
further may be done in your behalf.. 
. Within about a fortnight after, Mr. Goodville sent me 
a note to attend him at his lodgings, in Red-Hon S<}uare. 
I went, flushed with reviving nope. My child, said he, 
as I entered, I have now brought you the offer of three 
different places ; and some one of them, as I trust, must 
surely fit you. 

Our East India company propose to make a settle- 
ment on the coast of Coromandel, and are inquisitive af- 
ter some youths who have made a progress in geometry, 
and are more especially studied in the science of fortifi- 
cation. There is also the colonel of a regiment, an old 
intimate of mine, who is going on foreign service, and ne, 
in truth, applied to me, to recommend a person who was 
skilled in the mechanic powers, and more particularly, 
who had applied himseli to gunnery and engineering. 
There is, lastly, Uie second son of a nobleman to whom 
I have the honour to be known ; he is captain of a man- 
of-war, and would give any consideration to a joung 
man of sense and letters, who is a proficient in navigation * 
and in the use of the chart and compass, and who, at 
the same time; might serve as a friend and compawon. 

Sir. said I, quite astonished, I have been a stuaent, as 
Golian was a man of war, from my childhood. If all 
my tutors did not flatter me, my genius was extensive ; 
and my progress in learning may prove that my applica- 
tion has been indefatigable. I know all things fh)m the 
beginning of time, that the ancient or modern world, as I 
was told, accounted matters of valuable erudition or re- 
cognizance ; and yet I have not so^much as heard of the 
use or estimation of any of these sciences required, as 
you say, by persons in high trust and commission. 

Mr. Goodville, hereupon, looked concerned, and shook 
his head. My dear Clement, says he, I do not doubt 
your talents or learning; but I now begin to doubt 
whether they have been directed or appliedf to any use- 
ful purpose* My cqusin Goodville informs me, that the 
bishop of St Asaph is in distress for a young gentleman, 
a man of morals and a linguist, who has some knowledge 
in the canon and ci^il law, as his vicar general is lat^ 
dead.^ He tells me further, that a gentleman, a fHend 
of his, who is in great circumstances, and who is now 
about purchasing the place of surveyor ^ener%l, wants a 
youth who has got some little smattenng in architec- 
ture, and has an elegant hand at the drawing of plans 
and secticms. I am also known to one of the commis- 
sioners of excise, and if you are barely initiated in gang- 
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or surveying! I think I could get you into Bome vay 
>read. 

Alas, Sir. I replied in a de^onding tone^ I am equally 
a stranger to all these matters. 

Perhaps, said Mr. Goodville. I could get you iiito holy 
orders, if you are that way inclined. Are you well read 
in theology 1 

Yes, vesj Sir. I briskly answered ; I am per^tly ac- 
quaintea with the gods and manners of worship, through 
all nations since the deluge. 

But are you, replied my friend, equally verised in the 
Christian dispensation 1 Have you stuclied our learned 
commentators on the creeds 1 are you read in Polemic 
divinitv 1 and are you a master of the sense and embla- 
matical reference that the Old Testament bears to the 
New. 

Sir,~8aid I, I have often dipped, with pleasure, into the 
Qible, as thc^e are many nassages in it extremely af- 
fecting ; and others full of nne imagery and the true sub- 
fime. 

My poor dear child, (mournfully answered Mr. Good- 
ville,) oy all I can And, you know no one thin^ of use to 
yourself, or any other person living, either with~ respect 
to this world or the world to come. Could you make a 
pin, or a waistcoat button, or form a pill-box, or weave 
a cabbage net or shape a cobler's last, or hew a block for 
a barber, or do any of those things by which millions 
daily maintain themselves, in supplying the wants and 
occasions, or fashions and vanities of others ; you might 
Dot be under the necessity of perishing. 

The ways of life, fpr which your studies have best pre- 
pared you, are physic and the law. But then they re- 
quire great expense, and an intense application of many 
years to come, before you can propose to enter on a liveli- 
hood, by either of .those professions And, after all, your 
success would be very precarious, if you were not sup- 
ported by many friends and a strong interest, at least on 
your setting out. 

1 have already told you, Clement, that I am not rich ; 
and if I were, it is not he who gives ^ou money, but he 
who puts you into a way of getting it, that does you a 
firiendship. 

I am advised tago to Montpellier for the establishment 
of my health, after a tedious tit of sickness that I had at 
Bath, i sba^ set out, in about a month. But, before 1 
go, my child, I earnestly wish, and advise you, to fix on 
some craft, or trade, or manner of employing your time, 
that wiU enable you to earn a certain subsistence, and, at 
the same time, make you a worthy member of the comr 
nunity* For, be^eve me my boy, that it is not specula- 
tivt tpeno^i no, not all the money and jewela upon eartb 
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that make lu^ part of the leal WdaUh of tbis world. It 
is industry aloney employed on articles tliat are useful 
and beneficial to society, that constitutes the true riches 
ef aU manldndt 

As soon as you have made your election* let me see 
^ou again. And, in all events, let me see you bef<Nre I 
set out. 

Hereupon I bowed* and retired, the most mortified and 
dejected of all beings. I was so low and dispirited, that 
I could scarce get to my lodgings. I threw myself on tlie 
bed. The gilding of the vapours of grandeur and ambi- 
tion, tiiat like the sky of a summerTs evening had de- 
li^l^ed my prmpects, now whc^y disappeared, and a 
mght of sttcoeedmg darkness fell heavy on my soul. 

One third of my principal fimd was almost sunk ; and 
my imagination considered the remainder as already van- 
ished, without the possibility of supply or resource. I 
BOW secretly cursed the vanity of my fathei* : he must 
breed me a gentleman, thought I, as though I had been 
born to no manner of end. Had I been the son of a cob- 
bler, of a porter, an ostler, of the lowest wretch who wins 
his bread by the sweat of his brow 5 I should not yet 
have been reduced to the worst species of beggary, that 
of begging with sound limbs and a reasonable soul, the 
least pitied, though most pitiable object of the creation : 
for, surely, that is the case of a poor scholar and a poor 
gentleman! 

For some following days. I went about prying and en- 
quiring into the various ana numberless occupations that 
maintained so many thousands of a<^vie hands and busy 
faces, throughout tnat wonderful city. 

One evening, as I returned late, and fatigued, through 
Cheapside. I observed a man very importunate with a 
woman who walked before me. Sometimes she would 
hnrnr on, and again make a ftill stop, and earnestly be- 
seecn him to go about his business ; but in spite of her 
entreaties, he still stuclrclose to her, tilL coming to the 
end of a blind alley, he suddenly seized her by the arm, 
and pulled her in uler him. 

6ne shrieked out for help, with repeated vociferation ; 
when recollecting $XL my force, and drawing my sword. 
Villain, I cried out, quit the woman instantly, or you are 
a dead man. He perceived the glittering 01 the weapon, 
and retired a few paces ; but, taking out a pocket pistol, 
he discharged it full at me, and ran o£f with precipitaticm. 

The ball entered my clothes and fledi, and lodged on 
the rotttia of ray leftum. I felt a short pang, but not 
attending to it, I took the woman under the arm, and 
returning with her to the street, I told her we had no time 
to lose, and desired to know where she Uved. She an- 
swered, lit the ai^n of the Fan and Ruffle, in Fleet Stieet,' 
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where she kept a milliner's shop. We had not far to go ; 
we made the best of our speed, and were let in. by a ser- 
vant maid, who showed us to a back parlour. 

Jenny, said Mrs. Graves, (that was her name) bring 
a glass and a bottle of the cordial-wine. You look a lit- - 
tie pale, Sir ; I hope you are not hurt^ Not much, I think,' 
maoam, but I feel a small pain in m/ left shoulder. :Sir, 
here is my best service to you, with my best blessings 
and prayers for you to the last hour of my life. You 
must drink it offT Sir, we both stand in need of it ; Uiis 
was a frightful affiiir^ Jenny. Where's Arabella ? With- 
in a few doors^ madam, at the Miss Hodgin's. Come, 
Sir, said Mrs. Graves, I must look at your shoulder ; then, 
opening the top of my waistcoat, she instantly screamed 
out, God preserve my deliverer ! I fear he is wounded 
dangerously. Jenny, fly to Mr. Weldon's, bring him 
with you immediately, do not come without him. Dear- 
est, worthiest of men, let me press another glass ujpon 
you. It is necessarv in such a waste of hlood and spirits. 
Madam, I replied, the wound cannot be of consequence ; 
but I was greatly fatigued at the time I had the happi- 
ness to rescue you from that ruffian. 

The surgeon soon came, and looking at my wound, 
said something apart to Mrs. Graves, wlio, thereupon, or- 
dered Jenny to get a fire, and to make and warm the bed 
in the best chamber. 

Sir, satd I to Mr. Weldon, do not alarm the gentle- 

. woman. I am not of a fearful temper, and hope to bear 

my fortune like a man. Sir, said he, your wound has 

bc«n made by a rifled ball, and it may cost you much 

Sain to extract it. You must not think of stirring from 
ence, for the present By the time your bed is ready, 
I will be back with the dressings. 

During the surgeon's absence, Mrs. Graves was all in 
tears ; wnile I sat suspended between my natural fears 
of an approaching dissolution, and iny hopes of being 
suddenly and lastingly provided fbr. The cruelty of my 
Ikther, the disappointbaent and overthrow of all my ele- 
vated expectations, and my utter incapacity of being of 
the smallest use to -myself or mankind, hcua given me a 
kind of loathing to life. I had not, indeed, attended to 
my duty as a Christian : but I was then innocent of any 
actual or intentional evil ; and as my conscience did not 
condemn me, I looked to mercy with a -kind of humble 
resignation. 

Mr. Weldon came with the dressings, his eldest ap- 
prentice, and a man servant I was then conducted to 
my chamber, and h6]i>ed to bed, where I was put to great 

nuish in the extraction of the ball ; as the periosteum 
been lacerated, and the lead, being flattened, extend* 
ed mudi beyond the wound it had made. 
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Having passed a very painful and restless night, I re- 
membered nothing further, till at tlie expiration of one 
and twenty days, I seemed to awaken out of a long and 
uneasy dream. 

I turned my head and beheld^ as I imagined, all array- 
ed in shining white, and at my bedside, an inhabitant 
of some superior region ; for never till then had I seen, 
nor even conceived an idea of any form so lovely. 

Tell me, said I, fair creature, on what world am I 
thrown 1 But instead of replying, it flew out of my 
apartment, and soon after returnee^ accompanied by Mrs. 
Graves, whose hands and eyes were elevated^ as in some 
extraordinary emotion. 

Mrs. Graves, said I, how do you do ? I hope you are 
welL I now begin to conjecture whereabouts I am. 
But neither did she answer ; but falling on her knees by 
my bed, and taking hold of my hand, I thank, I thank 
thee, O my God, she cried; and bursting into tears, she 
wept and sobbed like an infant. Ah, Mrs. -Graves, said 
1, 1 fear that you have had a very troublesome guest of 
mew But then, says she, we remember that trouble no 
more, now that yon are, once again, born into the world. 

During the few succeeding days, in which I kept my 
bed, Mrs. Graves and her fair niece Arabella, whom I 
had taken for a vision, constantly breaki^ted and spent 
their evening in my apartment. 

I gave them a short narrative of my foregoing history ; 
and understood, on their part, that they were the sister 
. and daughter of the late reverend Mr. Graves of Putney, 
who had little more to bequeath than his books and fur- 
niture, amounting to about Ave hundred pounds, which 
they held in joint stock, and had, hitherto, rather mcreas- 
ed than diminished. 

As I scarce remembered my mother, and had now, as 
it were, no father, relation, nor friend upon earth, I felt 
a vacuity in my soul, somewhat like that of an empty 
stomach, desirous of seizing on the first food that should 
present itself to my cravings. Delightful sensibilities ! 
sweet hungerings of nature after its kind ! This good 
woman and her niece became all the world to me. The 
one had conceived, for me, all the passion of a parent ; 
tl^e otiier, that of the fondest and tendcrest of sisters. On 
the other hand, I had, t'Qr Mrs. Graves, ail Uie feelings of 
a child who conceives himself a part of the existence of 
her who bore him ; and my eyes and actions could not 
forbear to discover to Arabella, that my heart was that of 
' the most affisctionate of brothers, though too delicate to 
indulge itself in those familiar endearments which the 
neameas of kindred might venture to claim. 

When I was up and about the bouse, I requested Mrs. 
Grftvea to tt»k» out im bill for my board, and for pbysi- 
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she, perhaps I have been both impertinent and indiscreet^ 
but I meant ail for the best. You must know then, that 
I have been on a visit to your father. To my father, 
madam 1 Even so. I would to Heaven, that he were 
worthy to be called father to such a sun. But, as I was 
saying ; 

Your father, Mr. Clement, is in great circumstances ; 
he keeps his coach, has taken a fine new bpuse, and lives 
at a high rate. I sent in my name, with notice that 1 
came to him on business of consequence. I was, there- 
upon, shown to a back parlour, where he sat, in com- 
pany with Mrs. Clement, and a lusty ill-looking young 
gentleman ; but your step-motlier has a comely and good- 
humoured countenance; she also appears to be far ad- 
vanced in her pregnancy. Mrs. Graves, said your father, 
take a seat. Wnat are your commands with me, madam : 
I came, sir, to let you. know that your son Mr. Ilammel 
Clement, the best of numan beings, has been at the point 
of death. Have you nothing to say to me, madam, but 
what concerns my son Hammel? I have not, I confess, 
sir, but that is more than enough ; it is very interesting 
and allecting, and concerns you most nearly. Here Mr. 
Clement, for I will never more call him by the sacred 
name of father, here I say. he started up, and catching at 
a book, he pressed it to his lips and cried, I swear by 
the virtue ot this and all other holy books, that I will 
never listen to any person who would speak a single 
word in behalf of Hammel Clenient; and so, Mrs. ^ive 
me leave to show you the way out again. So saymg, 
he caught my hand and drew me to the door, while I 
turned, and cried to your step-mother, O madam, what 
sort of a heart is yours, that refuses its intercession on 
this occasion 1 But she gave me an eye and sneer, of 
such a mischievous meaning, as expressed the Whole 
fiend under the guise of an angel. When Mr. Clement 
had taken me to tiie outward door, I just turned, and 
said, I am sorry, sir, that a man of your grave and sensi- 
ble ttppeeirance, should suffer yourself to be so duped by 
people whose interest it is to deceive you. But swelling 
into choler, he gave me a violent push from him, and 
dapped to i)ie door in my face. So that, in short, my 
dear child, I fear I have done you harm, where I meant 
you true service. 

It matters not, my mother, said I, (endeavouring to 
suppress a tear of tender resentment) I will soon, I trust, 
procure some kind of independence on that barbarian 
and his fortune ; and while I have you and youi Arabel- 
la, I shall want neither father nor friend. 

Being now very nearly re-established in my healthy I 

set out again, in search after some employment that might 

.Halt m9» ^9 I was stroUingon Tower-Hill^ I observed a 
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shop <m my left hand ; it was that of Mr. Wellcot, a book- 
seller and printer. I stepped in, aad after some intro- 
ductory discourse, I asked him if he had occasion in the 
way of his business, for a friend of mine ; a gentleman in 
distress, but of parts and learning. Alas, sir, cried Well- 
cot, such creatures as you mention are a drug upon earth, 
Uiere is a glut of them in all markets. I would give any 
one, a broad piece per man who aiiould deliver me from 
three or four of them, who lie heavy on my hands. Not, 
sir, that they are greedy, or idle, iu the least. 1 can get 
one of these gentlemen, as you are pleased to call them, 
on whose education more money has been expended, 
than at the common and legal interest, would maintain 
a decent family to the end of the world ; I can get one of 
them, I say, to labour like an hackney horse, from morn- 
ing to nignt, at less wages than I could hire a rascally 
porter, or shoe-boy, for three hours. I employ them, oc- 
casionally, in correcting the press, or folding, or stitching 
slieets, or running of errands. But then, sjr, they have, 
all of them, aspects of such a bilious despondence, that a 
man may, with less melancholy, behold a death's head. 
And really, sir, I could not stand it, if custom, as I may 
Say, did not harden me by the x>erpetual vision of these 
spectres. 

White WeUcot was speaking, I made a secret vow 
against having any kind of commerce or concern with 
booksellers or printers, for, at least, a century to come. 
But fearing^ to be suspected as a party concerned, I af- 
fected an air as easy as possible, and observing some fe- 
males who were busy in stitching pamphlets, I asked 
him if they contained any thing new or entertaining. 

Sir, said Wellcot, this is an elaborate performance Of 
the most eminent of our patriot writers ; I pay him, at 
the lowest, Ave guineas weekly. And could any man 
write, with double his spirit and genius, I could better 
afford to give that author a hundred. For good writings 
are like diamonds, that are valued according to their 
carats ; do but doul^le their weight, and they immediate- 
ly become of twenty times the estimation. 

This pamphlet consisted of a sheet, sewed in blue pa- 
per. I instantly paid my twopence, and sat down to 
peruse it. I found that it contained several very A-ee 
remonstrances against his majesty, and the ministers, 
for joining with France in the war against Holland, in 
opposition to the civil and religious interests of £ngland : 
together with a few collateral digressions, in assertion of 
Magna Charta, of the freedom of man in general, and et 
Britons in particular. I perceived that it was written 
with much more judgment than genius. And what, 
said I to WeUcot. wfll you give to that man who shalJi 
ponfessedly, ^xcel this y9\;TmQst9i^iiient of patriot wn- 
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ters. tt^n his own subject and in his otm tray > Ghfis^ 
Sir f cried the bookseller, many thanks, and a propoif^ 
tlonable increase of pronts. Enough, sir, I anBwere«^ 
you shall soon hear from me again, I wish you a goo^/ 
morrow. 

On my return, I called at Mr. GoodvLUe's, but he had 
sailed for France about a fortnight before. I then went 
about to a number of pamphlet shops, and bought up all 
the political papers that had any reference to me matter 
in hand. 

I sat down to my work like a hungry man to his vic- 
tuals ; and I grudged my heart those short indulgencies, 
which it enjojred in the society of the two objects of its 
fbndest affections. 

Having finished my first paper in about a fortnight, I 
entitled it the Weskit Moititor, and took it directly to 
Wellcot*s. Here, sir, said I, is my friend's first venture. 
But has your friend, demanded Wellcot in a discouraging 
accent, sent the usual indemnity for the first impression 
of a young author ? That shaU not be wanting, I an- 
swered, if you require it, Mr. Wellcot. Why, said he. 
I do not take upon me to be a judge in these matters ! 
and yet custom has given me a shrewd sort o! a guess. 
Come, sir, I have a few minutes to throw away, and they 
are at your service. 

He then sat down and having read about a dozen 
lines. Ay, ay ! says he, they don't always do thus at 
Newmarket; your mend, I find, has set out at the top of 
his speed. Going on, something further, he cried. Well 
supported, by Jupiter ! and then, proceeding to the third 
page. This, says ne, must have been stolen from one of 
the ancients, because there is no modem who could write 
like it. Weil, sir, you need not give yourself fujrther 
trouble for the present;! will print this first paper at my 
own suit. Desire your friend to be carefUl abeut the 
second. Call on me, in a week, and I think I shall be 
able to tell you something that will please you. 

How diligent is expectation, how elevated is hope ! 1 
returned with the feathers of Mercury at my heels. I 
aet about my second paper, with double genius and ap- 
plication. My ideas were more expanaed, my spirite 
more sublimea. All the persuasives of Cicero ; all the 
thunder of Demosthenes: all tliat I had read, on the 
topic of liberty, in popular governments, or common- 
wealths, occurred to my remembrance. 

I finished my second essay, within the week. I went 
with it to Wellcot, and he presented. me, at sight, with 
twenty guineas. It is more, said he, than hitherto comes to 

?'Our snare: but, t love to encouragiB. and t trust that, In 
he run, f shall not be a loser. I sell this pamphlet for two 
pehee. Nearly two foiorths theieof, go to ptinting, pa« 
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per, &c another fourth I reserve, as an equivalent for 
my application and knowledge in this way ; and the re- 
mainder is a redundance, which, on extraordinary tides, 
ought to flow to the writer. The demand, for tiiis pa- 
per, has heen very uncommon ; and by what I can Judge, 
the sale may, in time, amount to twelve thousand. You 
need not, sir, be ashamed to acknowledge yourselt the 
author. Preserve but a moiety of the spirit of this Elijah, 
with which you have set out, and ray own interests wUl 
instruct me to serve you effectually. 

I now returned, as in a triumphal chariot. I never 
before received the prize, as I may say, of personal 
prowess. The fortune of my father, the fortune of all 
men living, who were merely bom to fortune, diminished 
within me. 0, how sweet, said I, to myself, how deli- 
cious are the fruits of a man's own plantation ! Then, 
like the sagacious and independent spider, his labours 
will be crowned with personal honour and success, while 
he «pins his subsistence firom his proper bowels. It is 
then, and then only, that a man may be said to be the true 
proprietor of what he possesses; and the value is en- 
deared, and the enjoyment doubled thereby. 

I hastened to impart my transports to the two loved 
objects of all my cares and satisfactions. Jenny told me 
that her mistress was not at home, but that Miss Arabella 
was above in her closet I ran up, I tapped at the door, 
but no one answered. Again I tapped, and added the 
soft voice of afifection, requesting to be admitted. At 
length she opened, but looked pale, and with swollen 
and downcast eyes. I perceived shci had been in tears, 
and a sudden tcoei fell' upon all my delights. What ia 
the matter, Miss, I cried, my sister, my swieet friend, my 
dearest Arabella 1 and I gently took her hand between 
both of mine. I wish you had not come, at this time, 
Mr. Clement, said she, coolly. But you must permit me 
to keep my little griefs to myself. Yes, I replied, if it is 
your pleasure to torture, to kill me outright^ refuse me 
my portion in your interests and concerns. 0, Mr. 
Clemen^ said she, your soul is too generous, I dare not 
tell you. I feel what you would suffer, should you know 
that you are concerned in the cause of my tears. But 
we must part, sir, indeed, we must ! we must part, Mr. 
Clement, and that suddenly. 

Here, her voice failed, and throwing herself into a 
chair, she burst out sfceah into a gush of afflictions- 
while I stood astonished ; and dropping beside her on 
one knee, awaited, with unspeakable anguish, the sus- 
pension of her grieC 

At length perceiving my situation. Rise, sir, she cried, 
I entreat you to rise and take a chair beside me^ and I 
will tell yott as £wt as I cap, of this distresifu) (^uaineM« 

\9U I* H 
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ifoil must know that I was, a while ago. at the iSf iai 
Hodginses. They are very friendly, ana good young 
women, and told me, in confidence, though with much 
concern, of a .whisper in the neighbourhood, ttft my 
aunt had entertained a young genueman, in the house, 
who was admitted to such familiar and convenient intl- 
maeies, as could not, at all times, be without their con- 
sequence, especially between persons of our age and 
flex. 

Now, Mr. Clement, I am no way ashamed to confess 
that I have nothing in heaven but my innocence, nor on 
earth but my character ; and I think you wish me better, 
than to de«re that I should forfeit the one, or the other. 
Desire it ! O, heavens ! I suddenly exclaimed, I will for 
ever guard them both, to the last drop of my blood, and 
lafN^reath of my life. Alas, cried Arabella, you are the 
man, of idl others, whom the world would not admit for 
my champion, in this case ; they are absolute judges ; 
they ou^t to be obeyed ; our parting will be painAil, 
but it must be comphed with. 

But, my sister, my Arabella, most lovely and most be- 
loved of all the human species! tell me, says I, my an- 
l^el, is there no other way, no expedient to satisfy a 
misdeeming wprld, save a remedy that is worse than 
death itself? No, said she, with an air somewhat resolute 
and exalted^ there is no other expedient ; at leas^ no 
other, to which I can consent O, Miss Graves, answered 
' I, with a hasty dejection, if that is the case, you shall be 
obeyed ; I am, indeed^ very unhappy, but I will hot be 
importunate. Adieu, dearest of creatures, adieu, for ever ! 
I spoke, and suddenly withdrew, and gave her, as I im- 
agined, the last ikrewell look. 

Hold, sir, she cried, pray stay a moment. I should be 
wretched, beyond expression, if you went away in the 
greatest of all errors. But, is it possible you dioiUd 
think that I could mean any slight to you, Mr. Clement 1 
N(f, Sir, no. of all men living, indeed, it was not possi- 
Jble. I spoke through an humble sense of my own ' dle- 
meritii ; my determination was just ; J do ndt repent me 
of it I — ^I — ^perhaps, Sir, I have not understood jrou — 

Indeed 1 scarce know what I say or mean myselfl 

Of this, however, be assured, that I can neither do, nor 
ever did, nor ever can, mean any offence to Mh Clem- 
ent 

While she spoke I had kneeled before her. I took her 
hand and pressed 'it to my Ki>s and my bosom. My 
Arabella, said T, I confess that this was no premeditated 
motion of mine. Nay, this very morning, the worid 
should not have prevailed with me to hove accepted this 
hand, for which I now kneel. I was, then, poor and 
mi^tchea, WHfiottt ztsource; and I could not think of 
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bringioff diatrofls upon her, independent ef wbpse liap- 

r'neas i could have no enjoyment. I was sensfble that 
loved you, with infinite tenderness, with unspeakable 
ardour ; out my jpaasion did not dare to. admit of desiie. 
I could have surored all things tp have heaped blessing 
upon vou ; but I would not i^ermit to my soul the dis- 
tant, tnoagh dear wislvof being happy with you.— Ah, 
what posture is this! exciainii^ Arabella. Nay you 
Hhall not stir, I cried, nor will I rise till you have fa^ard 
me a few words. Since morning, I say, 1 have got 
room to hope, that my Arabella would not do so unhappy 
as I feared, in being united to me. t will not urgener, 
however. I leave ner free, I leave her mistress df her 
own will and actions. But here I vow to Heaven, that 
whether she live or die, consent or not consent, I will 
never marry another. I am, from this moment, her 
wedded iar eternity, the faithful and fond husband of 
her image and remembrance ! ^ 

So saying, I rose and seated myself beside her. She 
looked astonished, and afifected beyond the power of ut' 
leranoe. But, covering her ihce with a handkerchief, she 
gently leaned towards me, and shed a plenteous shower' 
of tears upon my bosom. 

When Mrs. Graves returned, I told her of my extraor- 
dinary success at the bookseUcHr's. I had, before^ made 
tier tiae treasurer of my little possessions, and I iK)ured 
my twenty pieces into her lap. 

Arabella, as I conjectured, did not deHy to impart, to^ 
her aunt, the late adventure ; for I observed that tae eye0 
of that good woman dwelt upon me with a fre^ acce^- 
«ion of fondness and delight. 

Having finished msr third paper, I look it to Wellco!, 
who presented me with twenty guineas, and, fUrther^ 
•cknowle^ed himself my debtor. Returning homo- 
wakd, I cast up) in a pleasing kind of mental arithmetic, 
how much my weekly twenty guineas would amount to 
at the year's end, and found it much beyond my occa* 
■ions, even in the«tate of matrimony. 

I now looked upon myself, as in the certain receiptor 
a plentifiil income ; and this encouraged me to press fii^ 
the completion of my happiness. Decency, alone. coul4 
l^ve dimculty or delay, in an affair that was, equally, Uifr 
Wish of aU parties, we were privately married, in ttt^ 
presence of the Miss Hodginses and two or three other 
lieighbouFs; and I was put into possesion of the blush* 
iiigest, feariUUest, and fondest of all brides. 

Job very justly says, " Shall we receive good at tha ' 
hands of God, and not receive e^l?" Andyet^ I ima- 
cinei, that the recoUection of past happiness, rather 
aeiglilieiis thtoi aUeviates the sense of present distress.-*^ 
My soul, in those days, enjoyed a tide of delii^W^Vj^ ^!&s^ 
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fulness of its wishes, and to the stretch of its capacitjr. 
I thought that, till then, no person had ever loved as I 
Toved. But the love of my ArabeUa was a kind of pas- 
sion, that wanted .a new name whereby to express it,— 
It was an absence, a sort of death to all other objects. — 
It was a pleasure to paining, a distressflil-attention* the 
avarice of a miser who watches over his hoard, and joins 
to the rapture, with which he beholds it, the terrifying 
ideas of robbery and loss. 

I had now, within the space of five weeks, received 
about one hundred and twenty guineas, on the sale of 
iny Monitor: when, going abroad, one evening, I was 
stopped, within a few doors of my house, by a genteel 
looKmg person who asked if my name was Clement? It 
is. Sir, I answered. Then, Sir, says he, I arrest you, in 
hia majesty's name, for sedition and a libel against the 
government Then, beckorring to three or four ser- 
geants that attended, he had me directly seized and con- 
veyed towards Newgate. 

As I was not of a timorous temper, nor conscious of 
the smallest tincture of the crimes with which I was 
charged, I should have made little more than a jjest of 
this business : had I not trembled forthe apprehensions of 
those who I knew would tremble for me. 

On the way, this officer informed me, that ray book- 
iseller bad betrayed me. and bad confessed, to the minis- 
ters, that I was the author of a famous pamphlet, entitled 
the Wexklt Monitor. Being delivered to the keeper, 
J put a few pieces into his hand, and was conducted to 
9. decent apartment, considering the place. 

I imm9diately sent for Humphrey Cypher, Esq. Ser- 
jeant at law, whom I had once occasionally feed in be- 
half of Mrs. Graves ; and I sent, at the same time, for a 
set of the Webklt MoinToa. When Mr. Cypher came, 
I put five pieces into his hand, and having told him my 
case, I requested him to peruse the jmpers in question, 
and to give me his opinion thereon. 

Having read them, with due attention ; Mr. Clement, 
says he, I perceive that ytiu are a learned and ingenious 
young gentleman ; but I find that you are better ac- 
quainted with the republics of Greece, than witbthe na^ 
ture and constitution of our limited monarchy. Hence, 
ixlone, hath proceeded some lapses, and misapplications, 
ttW your adversaries would lay hold of. Yet, there is 
nothing grossly scurrilous or malicious, throughout ; nor 
what may amount to the incurring of a prsmunire, by 
the most violent constraint or wresting or the sense. If 
you are inclined, says he, to proceed in the course of 
these papers, I would advise you to put in bail, and to 
stand the action. But, as I am persuaded that the court 
jhave commenced this prosecution, as a matter merely in 
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iarorem, to dfeter you from a work that gives them 
great disgust, if you have any genteel Meiid, who would 
solicit in your favour, and promise a future conduct 
more amendable to power, you would undoubtedly be 
discharged, without further cost or trouble. ' 

I returned my warm ackhowledements to the Ser- 
jeant for his friendly counsel, and told him I would con- 
sider of it, before I gave him further trouble. When he 
was gone, I despatohed a letter to Mrs. Graves, wlierein* 
I gave her an account of my present situation, in a man- 
ner as little alarming as possible. I requested her to 
provide bail for my appearance at bar , but insisted that, 
till this was done, neither she nor Arabella should come 
to my prison; and that I had given express orders that 
they should not be admitted. 

Alas! had they complied wi£h my directions, how 
happy might we have been, all together, at this day.-* 
But the excess of their goodness was the cnuse of our 
common ruin. Their flSfection would not be satisfied 
with simple bail ; and they resolved never to rest, till 
. they had procured my fUU discharge. 

They went about |o all their customers of any dis- 
tinction. They solicited, petitioned, and bribed without 
measure. They borrowea money to the utmost extefit 
of their credit ; and pawned, or sold all their effects under 
prime cost They gave^ purse to one, to bring them 
acquainted with another; on whom they bestowed a 
larger sum, to introduce them to a ^ira. Having, at 
length, made their way to lord Stivers, an a^ent or the 
minister, he thought he saw an advantage m granting 
their request, and my discharge was made out, without 
ftirtfaer delay. * 

On the fifth evening ttom my imprisonment, the door 
of my chamber opened, and in came my dear aunt with 
my dearer Arabella. They flew upon me ; they clasped 
me, on each side, in their arms ; and my wiffe, instant- 
ly, swooned away upon my bosom. She soon revived. 
However, at the known voice of love ; and as every door 
for my enlargement had been previously opened, we 
went down, stepped into the coach, and drove home 
directly. 

Here, I saw the first subject and cause of alarm — the 
shop was shut up ! I was shocked, and felt a sudden 
chiUness come upon me ; but did not venture to inquire, 
except by my eyea ^ 

The kettle bemg down, and aU seated to tea, I introduc- 
ed the afikir, with an affected unconcern ; and by question 
after Question,' artfuUy extracted, trom my companions, 
the whole history ana adventures of the five precediiig 
days ! whereby I found, that they had expencted m my be- 
hfuf beyond the last penny of their own substanoe; and that 
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nMUns nmBlii«d,MM ana bandied and Mt p aa m U . 
*o which tbe »>rnil depwiU amDUnUd, t<!bicirni«l . 
BUdeTnlli Mrs. Graves. 

I CDUld 11,1V no Irticfr nmWin 1111=, ir Cruel Wo- 
mBn,iQhU7„,ii rnml-' 1 me^ Oil biH.ract* ofeiJIBltjr, 
tbaraacoir 1 1 i,l(l noci linio bii.uehtiuieS, 

llluUiMU 11 -.,d »n>t.hihDtlnm.or<ktaMd 

to be tbF u I raiuuii lu <ti<ne vibom 1 <ro«M 

oeawitta fiigkr with my tiU1*1 Woaii 

to husven j , □ born' or, would I hid bean 

out offby aome omelta - . . 

Iwppened. 

ifure Mra 



my rhilii, she cri^. do rol eStitl yourectt Ibi nMhing- 
All IB as it nhould be. Tbr.K >« no harm dnne. Your 
AnbeUa, and 1 can nlWRya cam gontcDl and indepmi- 
Aeat bread, without shop or other mealis than the work 
of aoT hands. We can nerer waul, my Haminy. Wa 
have done nalhini; for you. Neither hu any thing hap- 
pened wherewith you ought lo Teproicb yuureelF. What 
ire did WHS for aursclvee. fui the relief af the anguialiof 
our own hearla ( to bring you tioniB lo us again as soon 
as poaiuble, my nnn. uince we bsve found that we could 
live no longer without you. 

Sail tu dcetino in her health, pt-rhaps oceaaioned by bar 

physiciui to her. but he coulcf fbnn no judgment of (ha 
nstore of Iter diButder. till, eome time Bller, when her 
complexion began to rhange, and the doctor declared 
her to be in the jaundice. He began lo apply to the 
cnilotnary medicines, and no care nor expense WM 
Bpared for her recovery. Arabella nnd 1 aal up with her. 
Bllernalely, every nieht; and, all the day, wo read to 

melancboly of her disoaee. Bui alaa ! all our cares aod 
reiBodies, our attention and soliritude, our prsyere and 
oui tears, proved equally unauccei^nil: and at the end of 
five montliB, Bhe expired witliin our arms. 

Arabella then quitled her bold, and croBsing her arms 
upon her bosom, and looking eakerly on the (ace, ooca 
BO lovely, and always beloved ; You are then at peaMi 
■sid she. my mother. (1 denth. hndst thou not enoujih 
Bf lerroTB, m thy wped, wilhoui adding to (liy agonies 
those 0/ testing Irom us that nhirll we prized ibeva 
life. O my friend ! my only parent ! my dearesl, dear. 
est mother? — She could no more, but unmedialely laiiiled 
awar BlKin the body. 

I MM bat Qp in my kniii> ai)d cMiyiBi b« iaia Ht 
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n&x% ffdom, I laid her on tbe bed; I ordered Jennir aa^ 
ttie two nUrsekeepere to take care of her recovery^ aaa 
charged them liot to permit her to see her aunt any 
-more. 

I then returned to the chamber, wherein the piecioiw 
mins of the half of my world was laid. I locked tbs 
door within side. I approached the body, and hung 
over it, and gazed upon it, with inexpressible emotion. 
I repeatedly clapped my hands together. I stooped down* 
and kissed, ana re^kissed her cold lips, in an agony of 
affection. 1 gave a free scope to my tears, sobs, and lameD- 
tations. Ah ! I cried, my parent; my i)atroness ; ah. 
mother to the son of your unhappy election ! Have I 
lost you, my only prop 1 Are you, for ever, departed 
from me, my support and consolation ? I was abandon- 
ed bv the world, by friends, father, and relations; but 
you became the world and all relations to me. ^ I vfam 
a stranger, and you took roe in; I was Mck, and in 
imson, and you ministered unto me." But you ale 
gone, Jrou are gone from me afar off; and I die a thou- 
sand deaths in the anguish of surviving you. Here yoa 
lie, my mother, the victim of your goodness to your 
unlucksr guest Wretcih that I am ! doomed to brins 
no portion, save that of calamity, to those who regard 
me. Woe of woes ! where now shall I ease my soul of 
. its insupportable burden ? of the debt with which ii 
labours, to this kind creature 1 She will no more return 
to take aught at my hands: and I must suffer the op* 
pression, through life, and through eternity ! 
. Havins thus vented the excesses of my passion, my 
spirits subsided into a kind of gloomy calm. I returned 
to my wife.— But I see, Sir, you are too much affect- 
ed. I will not dwell on this melancholy scene any 
longer. 

When I bad discharged doctor's fees, apothecaries 
bills, and Mineral expenses, I found that our fortune did 
not amount to fifty pounds. My wife was now ^ 
advanced in her pregnancy ; her laoour was hastened by 
her grief and late fatigues ; and she was deUvered of 
that Doy whom your charity a second time brought into 
this world. 

As I was now all things io ray Arabella, the only 
consolation she had upon earth, I never left her during 
her illness. By the time she was up and about, whs^ 
with the charges of child-bearing, and a quarterns rent) 
kc. our fundT was again sunk within the sum of tai^ 
pounds ; and I was going, one evening, to look out Ibc 
soflM employment* when we heard a rappuig of distinc- 
tion at the door. 

Jenny came, in a hurry, and brought as word that 
lord Stiv«i9 wa0 in the parlour } and deioed to fq>eiik Willi 



122 ' THE FOOL OP QUALITY. 

me. I went down, greatly sarprised, and 8omethir»» 
alarmed at his visit. Mr. Clement, says be, with 'a ff^t. 
miliar air, I have long wished to see you ; but I did nof 
think it seasonable to disturb you, during the misfor- 
tune of your family, and the illness of your wife. Yotir 
Weekly Moititors have genius and spirit, but they 
have done some mischief which we wish to luive reme- 
died. As how, pray, my lord ? Why, Mr. Clement, I 
never knew a wnting in favour of liberty, or against any 
measures of government, which the populace did not 
wrest infiivour of licentiousness, and to the casting aside 
all manner of rule. Now, Mr. Clement^ we want you 
to undertake our cause, which is, by much, the more 
reasonable and orderly side of the argument ; in short, 
we want you to refiite your own pai)eT8. 

O^ my lord, I answered, I should think it an honour 
to serve your lordship or tiie ministry on any other oc- 
casion. But in a matter that must bring public infkmy 
upon me, indeed, my lord, you must excuse me. I 
should be pointed at, as an apostate and prostitute, by all 
men, and oring my person and writings into such dis- 
grace, as would for ever disable me fh>m serving either 
myself, or your lordship. 

Well, Sir, replied my lord, I will hot then insist on a 
formal refVitation of your own writings. I only ask, if 
you are willing to engage in our quarrel, as rar as is 
consistent with honor and truth ? I am, my lord, I re- 
joined, as far as is consistent with my own credit and 
the godd of my country. 

The good of your country, Mr.' Clement, says my lord!- 
I hope you do not think that government is contrary to 
tile good of your country. Pray, in what do you make 
this LiBSBTT consist, of which you are become so emi- 
nent a patron 1 

There are two sorts of 'libbktt, my lord, I answered: 
the first constitutes the duty and happiness of a man, 
independent of community : the second constitutes the 

grivnege and happiness of a man, merely as he is a mem- 
er 6f any state or commonwealth. 

Independent of community, a man is so far free and 
no fbrtner, than he acts up to the dictates of reason and 
duty, in despite of inward appetite and outward in- 
fluence. 

As a member of community, a man is, so far, 'free, 
and nofiirther> than as every other member of that com- 
munity is legally restrained firom injuring his person, or 
encroaching on his property. 

Inimitabfy well defined, cried his lordship ! I have 
read volumes, in folio upon the subject; but never knew 
what LiBEBTT was before. Well, Mr. Clement, as this 
UBvaxT of youTB is, in all respects, so opposite to the 
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licentiousness I was talking of, it cannot but make, main- 
ly, in fiiTour of good government, ^therefore request 
you to write a treatise to the purpose of your definition ; 
and to take us witli you, as fiur as you can. We shall 
not be ungratefbl ; we are good pay-masters, Sir. Why 
do you hesitate 1 Did you hot tell me you were dis- 
posed to serve us ? 

My lord, I replied,! fear I should fall greatly short of 
your expectations. I am not studied in the constitution 
of modem states; and how shall I be able to justify 
any government with respect to measures that, perhapsif 
are a secret to all, except the ministers? I must Airther 
observe to youir lordship, that my former field Would be 
greatly contracted on this occasion. It is very easy. and 
obvious to find fault and to call in question ; but to 
vindicate truth itself against popular prejudice, hoc opus 
hk labor est, 

Mr. Clement, says my lord, I. am proud that we have got 
a gentleman of so much honesty and ingenuity to be- 
fricnd us. It shall be my care to provide you with ma- 
terials, and I am confident that so great a master of his 
instrument, as you are, wiU make excellent music on a 
few fundamental notes. Here are twenty guineas ear- 
nest, and ten guineas shall be paid you, weekly, till we 
can fix you in some station of due honor, and advantage. 
I will take a ^lass, or a dish of tea with you, in a f^vr 
days, and I wish you a good evening* 

On the third morning after this interview, my lord re- 
turned with a large bundle of antipatria pamphlets, in 
his chariot, and some manuscript notes and Hints for my 
instruction. He breakfasted with us, and was easy, po- 
lite and cheerful. 

I now entered on my new province, but not with 
usual ardour. As I had formerly lashed the insolence, 
encroachments, and rapaciousness of power, less ambi- 
tious of conquest over aliens and enemies, than ov^r the 
very people it was ordained to protect : I now, on the 
other hand, rebuked with like acrimony, the riotous, 
factious, and seditious propensities of a turbulent, licen- 
tious, and unsatisfied people, ever repugnant to govern- 
ment, and reluctant to the reign of the gentlest ruler. I 
provcMd, from many authorities, and instances derived 
n-om Greece and Rome, that jpower is never so dange- 
rous to a populace, as when it is taken into their own 
hands ; that the governors and governed, by the violence 
of collision, are apt to fly to extremes, on either side ; that 
anarchy is the most direct, of all roads, to tyranny ; and 
that a people, who have no will to be governed, reduce 
tiiemselves to the necessity of being crushed, insulted, 
And governed, whether they will or no. 
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Now> SAt, tlKrogh I tfau8» •Umnalely, aded wUh tb^ 
peoi^ against power, and with power against the peo^ 
pie; yet I struck at nothing bu^t guilts, on either hu>d ^ 
and equally asserted, on both sides of the question, the 
cause of mv country, of liberty, and truth. 

I took five times the pains with these latter papers v 
than I did with the former, and yet I confess, I had not 
equal pleasure in the delivery. I am also persuaded, that 
these bad more than double the merit of the other ; anil 
in point of sentiment, mojral and general instructicm* 
were of twenty times the value to mankind ; hut how 
dan that instruct which is not attended to 1 It was in* 
timated to the people that these had been written at the 
instance of their governors ; and thev would not have 
listened to an oracle, if uttered from that quarter. 

Six months had how elapsed in these lucubrations. I 
had delivered to my wife two hundred and si^Ur guineas, 
the weekly price of jny labours* We had uved with 
great Ihigality. Arabella had; aygain, taken in as much 
work as ner nursing and attention of the child would 
admit; and we had some pieces left of our former rem* 
Bant, when lord Stivers caned in upon me, with pleasure 
and good news, as it were, "prologue in his aspect. 

Mr. Clement, says he, I want to speak to you apart^— 
I had, yesterday, some talk with the minister about you« 
and he has promised me four hundred a-year pension 
fof you, till something better can be done : ana tbie ia 
to be wholly clear and over your weekly wages of ten 
guineas, while we keep you so hard at work. But tell 
me, Clement, says he, laying his hand with an affection* 
ate fannliaritv upon my shoulder, are you of a jealous 
temper 1 The furthest from it, my lord, of any mi|i| 
brewing. ^O, I am klad of that; but if you were, I have 
nothing exceptionable to propose. To be shcNrt ; half t^ 
dozen of noblemen, all my friends, uid people of strict 

SFobity and virtue, have engaged to spena a share of 
Hmorrow in a party of pleasure upon the Thames ; and 
we have, each of us, laid a bet or a hundred guineas, 
that, from the number of his relations, his friends, .or 
acquaintance, be will bring the prettiest woman to this 
feid of contention. I had fixed on lady Fanny Standisb, 
a lovely creature, and a relatien of my own, but lAe, 
unfertunately, happened to be pre-engaged to <me of my 
rivals. I am, theiefore, quite at a loss, andmust iniUliUy 
lose my wager, if you do not ftvour me with the com- 
pany oi Mrs. Clement With her I can make no qucts* 
lion of conquest; and I give you my honour to jMmr 
into her lap, the whole wre hundred guineas, the ^ist 
prise of her beauty. 

Why. my lord, I answered^ this ia indeed a ym 
pleasant project, and has nothing in it exceptionabia 
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ttMit I e»xk peroeiTo, if no one was to know wiy thii 
of Um nutter. But wliat wiQ tbe world say to we yo 
lerdship flo paired ? I^flbaw, damn tlie world, Clement! 
I am your world, man. Your lord^hipi has a very goo^ 
f|g|it to damn an inferior world, I rejoined ; but the 
^orkl bas an equal right, and would certainly make use 
Qf it, in the damnation of my wife. Wha^ said he, 
warmly, yoU will not then confide her to my friendship 
1^ honour) I will not,.my lord, confide her honour, 
imnecessarily, to any man, from under that guardian* 
snip and protection which i vowed to her in inarriage. 
|t IS yery we|l, Mr. Clement ; you may hear fiom np 
tiHmorrow.. And away he went 

|Je wall equal to Ins word. The very next morning, 
i ifras anested at his suit for two hundred and fourecore 
gumeastthe amount of all that I had received Ir6m him; 
and I was hurried to tbe Fleet-prison, without being per-* 
mitted to speak to any one. 

As my lord knew, that, on iasue, I must cast him in 
his action, and ftirther, come upon him for special dam- 
age and false duress, it instantly occurred that this 
was, merely, a stratagem, for the seduction of my Ara< 
belm ; and her d^hcaleas state gave me inexpressible 
tortus X immediately wrote her an account of mv 
situation and apprehensions, which unhappily for al| 
parties were too well founded. But, Sir, I will give you 
%^ detail of tiiese extraordinary events, in tbe order of 
nme in which they happened, as I afterwards learned 
them fW>in the mouth of my wife, and firom the testimo* 
ny of others, on trial in public court. 

Before my wife could have the least intelligence ot 
my e<mfinement, my lord paid her a visit, and entering 
With his accustomed f^eoom and good iiumour,Mi8» 
Clement, says he, I am come to prevent your oeing 
alarmed, when you should hear that i sent your husband 
w the Fleet-prison this momtng* Bui to convince you 
Uiat I intend him no manner o€ harm, I have here 
Drought you the money, for which he was arrested ; and 
It is at your own choice to rd^ease him, within this noiir, 
or on the feast of St Sunpleton, if you are not in a hurry. 
^0 saying, be put a large purse mto hf r hand. An4 
pnty> my lo)rd, then demanded Arabella, on what account 
was it that youliad him turreated 1 to punish him, answer^ 
ed my lord, iot being the most jealous pated coxcomb 
in Kurope. Jealous, my lord ! pray of whom can be be 
iealousT Of you and X madam. Of us, my lordl*^ 
)uT0 we never gave bim cause. Ko, that Pll be sworn, 
rejoined my lord; but more is the pity; the jeakmsy 
tipt, and the cause cmgbt now, ni all cdnseienoe, 

t|»t l99t WQfdib«4«lK»pe4litfni9«th,lieq«iHig 
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forward, ^nd catching her in his arms, he pressed and 
kissed her with the nftdest ardpur. But quickly disen- 
gaging herself, and pushing him violently Arom her ; I 
see you are a villam, she cried, and desire that you 
will mstantly quit my house ; and so saying, she threw 
the purse out at the door. My lord, however, stood his 
ground ; and looking at her with astonishing ease and 
unconcern, Mrs. Clement, says he, the destiny of your 
husband and yourself is in my hands, and I must tell 
you it does not become you to treat your best firiend in 
so injurious a manner. I have here brought you a set- 
tlement of five hundred a-year, for life, ft is perfected 
to you without condition ; and how far you will be 
grateful, .ieswbolljr at your own election. May heaven 
rorsake me, she cried, when I accept the smallest ad- 
vantage from you or your fortune! Well, well, Ara- 
bella, replied my lord, I must and Will have you, on your 
terms, or my own ; but if you had really a mind to con- 
test this business with me, what a little fool you were, 
so simply to cast away the sinews of war? I leave you, 
child, for the present, to wiser reflections : then inso- 
lently smiling m her flice, he retired. 

As soon as he was gone, my wife hurried to the Miss 
Hodginses, and prevailed upon one of tbem to keep her 
company till she should be able to procure my enlarge- 
ment. She then went to a person who dealt in house- 
hold furniture, and requested him to come, the next 
morningj and make a purchase of some goods that she 
had to dispose of. And lastly, she writ me a letter with 
an account of all these matters ; and a promise to be 
with me the day following. 

I should have apprised you before this, that our faith- 
fill and affectionate Jenny had forsaken us. A small 
legacy had been left her, whereupon She quitted service 
and went to live with her parents; and we were obliged 
to hire a strange maid in her room. * 

The next day, Arabella sold as much of her fur^iiture 
to the forementioned dealer and some neighbours, as 
amounted to upwards of forty guineas. She had put 
these with her former deposit of two hundred and fifty, 
into her pocket; it was now afternoon, and i^he was joy- 
fully preparing to come and give me freedom, wnen 
our new maid entered aiid told Miss Hodgins that a lady 
waited for her, at home, on earnest business, but prom- 
ised notto detain her above five minutes. Alas! Miss Hod- 
gins was scarce gone, when lord Stivers entered, and my 
wife giving a violent shriek, dropped backward in a 
chair. , 

Lord Stivers, thereupon, drew another chair, and with 
an impudent appearance c^ tenderness, seated himself- 
beside her. My dear Arabella, said he, dont be alarm* 
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ed. By heaven, 1 am not come to do you the smallest 
injury. I tell you, however, that you are wholly in my 
power. Your street door is bolted. I have two able 
footmen below in your kitchen : and the maid who con- 
trived to get your friend out of the way, is much more my 
servant than yours, I assure you. I have loved you long, 
my Arabella, and the frequent visits I paid, are to be 
plflced to your credit, and not to that of the stupid 
politics with which I amused your husband. And now, 
my angel, if you will make any concessions, but the 
slightest return to the excess of my passion and fond- 
ness for you, I here vow to you peri>etual faith and 
constancy for life, and both my fortune and person shall 
be wholly devoted to you. But don't attempt to impose ; 
don't hope to deceive me. 

No, no, my lord, she cried, I will not deceive you, by 
pretending to sacrifice the least article of duty to your 

Eerson or fortune. I see that 1 am in danger ; on the 
rink of pei^ition. I see that hell is strong, and subtle 
at devices. Heaven save me, any how ! strike, strike 
me dead this instant ! you thunders and earthquakes, 
that once were my terrors, be now my deliverers J, 

Why, my Arabella, says lord Stivers, this is all very 
fine. It IS the sweetest rant I ever heard. And you 
are the sweetest girl, upon my soul, that ever I saw. I 
perceive that you are really alarmed, my love ; but what 
IS it that frights you 7 you shall never receive any treat- 
ment from nie, save proofs of the fondness and violence 
of my affection. Recall your spirits, child; and prepare 
yourself, with patience, for what must be. For 1 swear 
Arabella, that no power, in the universe, shall snatch 
you^this hour, from the ardour of my caresses. 

The wretched object of the lust of this barbarous man, 
then, dropped upon bei knees in a frantic agony. O 
God 1 she cried out, if you are in heaven, if you hear 
and see these things ; if virtue and purity are not an 
offence unto you ; send, send, and deliver me by some 
sudden salvation ! O, my lord, once our generous pa- 
tron and protector, the friend and support of our declin- 
ing house ! would you now tumble into deep and irre- 
pa]rable ruins, the work of your own. hands ? Alas, you 
know not what you do ; you cannot guess at the nor* 
rors you are about to perpetrate. If ever you had a 
touch of pity; If ever — but, what shall I say 1 If you 
do not, like devils^ delight in the miseries of wretches 
damned for eternity ; shield, shield me, my jlear lord ; 
be you yourself my saviour, from this my hour of terror*^, 
from this hell that is come upon me. I have already 
suffered the pangs of death, in tlpie bare apprehension. I 
will never live to bear in me, and about me, a detestable 
beiDjBf, Hope it not $ dream not of it. By heaven ! I 
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win not a tiioment miryive toy poUiitioii. O inere^ f 
mercy ? mercy ! And so saying, her voice wiw stopp^^ 
by ^n agony of sobs and tears. 

Charming girl! enchanting creature! exclaimed tlr^ 
deliberate villain : every action, every word, intended to 
dissuade, are fresh fuel and incitement to my passion 
for you, my Arabella. But I see that you will not eon- 
sent to my happiness ; and that I must give you ah 
apology, for your acceptance of aj^y favour or fortune at 
my hands. 

So saying, she arose : and up ahe sprung at the in- 
stant ; and running to the furthest corner of the room, 
recollected all her spirits and force for her defence. — 
She struggled, and shrieked, end called out upon heaven, 
and earth, to save her. But no help appearing nigh, 
she suddenly recollected a pair of long and sharp point- 
ed scif»ors that she had in her pocket ; and in the mo- 
ment that lord Stivers threw her prone upon the floor, 
she drew them forth, and aiming at him with all her 
strengtii, ^e almost buried the weapon in his left side ; . 
whereat he gave a loud curse, ana over he tumbled, 
gasping, ana grovelling, beside her. 

Up she got, with all haste, and running to the cradlf, 
where her Tn£int lay drying, she caught him in her arms ; 
and opening the chamber-door soruy, and diutting it 
after her, she stepped down stairs as upon feathers, and 
stealing to the street-door^ she opened it suddenly, rushed 
into the street and hurried on till she came to a stand 
of coaches ; where she hired the first die met, threw her- 
self hastily into it and desired the man to drive with 
ad sx>eed to the Fleet-prison. 

On her arrival, she discharged (he action and fees of 
arrest, with all pbssible despatch, and then hurried up to 
^my apartment. On the first ghmpse, I sprung to her, 
and caught her in my arms with unspeakable transport ; 
but finding the chlla with her, and observing that her 
breath was quick and uneven, 1 withdrew a step or two^ 
and looked eagerly at her ; and perceiving that she was 
pale, and had a kind of wildness in her eyes and mo- 
tions, What is the matter, my love, I cried, what has 
happened to you t I have not D^n well, sh6 answered, 
with an aflTecfed unconcern before the keeper. But pray 
coine down, my dear, you are much wanted, ana toe 
coach is in waiting.^ 

Noithing further passed between us, till we got into the 
' coach, and that my wife desired the man to drive to 
some neighbouring street, and to stop at the first dow 
where he ss^w a bill for lodgings^ For lodginjgt, again 
I detnanded ; for whom does my Arabella desire to take 
lodgings 1 Fot you and I Mr. Clement, for you and I 
sibe ctitd, wringing her hahds : lord Stivehi lies waiter- 
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mff in his Mood at our house^ deprived of liib Within thb 
half hoar by my unliappy band. 

I was suddenly struck dumb with surprise and hor- 
ror. All the occasions and consequences ot this direful 
event whirled through my imagination in a fearful suc- 
cession. What must now become of my soul's sole 
enjoyment ! what indignities must have been offered ! 
what violation might sbe not, or rather, must she not 
have sufiered. before she could be brought to perpetrate 
so terrible a deed! I grew instantly sick, and putting my ' 
head through the window, desirea the coachman to stop 
at the first tavern. I ordered the drawer to hasten, wiUi 
a pint of Spanish white wine, to the door, and I pressed 
and compelled my wife to swallow a part. Our spirits 
being in some degree settled thereby,, we drove to a pri- 
vate street, on the right hand of Cheai)side, where 1 took 
a back room and closet, up two pair of stairs, at one Mrs. 
Jennett*s, an old maid and a mantua-maker. I imme- 
diately ordered a fire to be kindled; and the tea-things 
to be laid, and giving the servant a crown, desired her to 
bring the value in proper ingredients. 

Tne evening was now shut in ; and while the maid 
was abroad, not a syllable passed between my wife and 
me. I dreaded to mquire of what Iistill mare dreaded 
to understand ; and Arabella seemed to labour und^r 
some mighty oppression ; when retiring to the closet, 
where our bed slood, she covered her child up warm, 
and kneeling down J}y his side, broke forth rnto a violent 
torrent of tears, intermingled with heavings and hal^ 
strangled sobs. 

I.sat still without seeming to observe her emotion. — 
I was sensible that nature wanted this kindly relief. 
The teas and sugars virere brought, the kettle was put 
mi the fire, and the maid had again retired ; when I gen- 
tly called to my Arabella, to come forth, with a voice of 
the truest love, and softest endearment, that ever yet 
breathed fTom a human bosom. 

Her eyes were already wiped, her countenance com-^ 
posed, and her motions and demeanour much more set- 
tled than before. She sat down with a rising si^h. 




that thus distracts my dearer part 
mind, your spirit, my angel, is still pure and uniJoUuted; 
and bodies are, merely as bodies, incapable of defile- 
ment, being doomed from our birth to dissetution and 
corruption. Ah, my Hammy, she exclaimed, you aie 
quite beside the mark ; I sigh not, 1 weep not, I grieve 
not, for myself. I fear not,nf)r regard the consequences, 
however iktal, ef what has happ^ed— suppose a suddsn 
and shameful deatli— I thank my 6oa ftr it, di«tii 
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will offer me a yictim still pure and unpollated.^^ 
But O the wretched Stivejrs, what is now oecome ^ 
him 1 sent, so suddenly and unprovided, to his etert^^ 
audit. Unhappy that I am ! perhaps an instrument oi 
perdition to an immortal being. An, rather that I had 
not been born ! Would I had perished in his stead ! A 
death in the cause of virtue had been my advocate for 
mercy. 

How is thisi my Arabella, I cried. Ts condemna- 
tion then to be brought upon the good, because they 
oppose themselves to evil? Would you have cen- 
sured any one living, except yourself, for having given 
you this deliverance, by the death of the ravisher ? No, 
surefy, in the daily and nightly robberies, massacres, 
and assassinations, that the violent machinate against 
the peaceful ; is it the fault of those who stand in the 
defence of righteousness, that villians often perish in 
the act of transgression ! Tell me, my sweet mourner 
in (the sacking of a city, when the lustful and bloody 
soldiery are loosed to their whole delight in burnings, 
rapes, rapines, slaughters, bowlings, and violations ; is 
it the perpetrators of all these horrors that you com- 
passionate, when they happen to bo crushed in \.he 
ruins they have wrought 7 Meritorious, my Arabella, 
most roentorious were that hand who should cut a whole 
host of such infernal^ from the earth; remaining inno- 
cence and virtue would be his debtors for ever. Com- 
miseration to the flagitious is cruelty to the just ; and lie 
who spares them becomes the accomplice of all their 
Aitura crimes. 

During tea, my wife gave me an ample narrative of 
ell that had happened at our house, while I was in con- 
finement. As she spoke, I was first speechless with 
fearful and panting expectation ; I was then kindled 
into fury and a vehement thirst of vengeance, and lastly, 
[ was elevated into an awful rapture. I looked at my 
wife with eyes swimming with Mve and veneration ; 1 
rose fW>m my seat ; I threw myself on my knees before 
her. Adorable creature, I cried, divine Arabella ! su- 

Sreme excellence of woman, thus let me worship through 
le purest of all mediums, that Godhsad who inspires 
and delights in such perfections ! 

Our fortune was now reduced to very little more than 
.ififteen guineas. We had no clothes but what we wore ; 
and we did not dare to go or send to our house for 
others, neither to make ourselves known to any acquain- 
tance. 

We went by the name of Stapleton; and on the 
following night I ventured abroad, and bought for my- 
self a few second-hand shirts, with a common gown and 
fome changes oMinen for my wife. 
' Pn tlw Mh day M br6«K(Mi while Arabella waa 
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6»Bting'lier eye over a newspaper tfaift «iie Md .kor- 
rowecT from Mfs. Jenhett, sbe^ turaed sueUleBly palbu 
What, 3he cried, before I could quedti(m l^r, afCOiifBd of 
fobberv, as well as murder! that is hard indeed. B>Mii 
trust tnat my lot shall not exceed my resignaliioB. And 
90 saying, she handed me over the paper with asnuief in 
wliica heiaven appeared to open. 

The advertisement ran thus — 

' Whereas Arabella Clement, alias Graves, did, en the 
16th day of September instant, most barbarously steb and 
murder the right Hon. James * * * «, jate tlord- SUven^ 
at a house of ill report, where she formerly had k^ a 
milliner's shop, in Fleet street : and whereas she did fur- 
ther rob tbe said right Hon. of a large purse of mmtpff 
his gold repeater, snuff-box, diamond-nng, Sue arid didy 
lastiy, flee for the same, as may be proved, and is evi- 
dent, from the examination and testimony of .tluFee con* 
curring witnesses : Now his majesty, in his gtacious al»- 
horrence of such crimes, doth hereby promise a reward ef 
three hundred guineas to any person. who shall ^op, dis- 
cover, or arrest the said Arabella, so as that site may be' 
brought to condign and adeqnate punishment, if any . 
such may be found, for such unequalled offences." 

O, sard my wife, I perceive that my eriemics'wiil swear 
home, indeed. Their plunder of lord Stivers can no way 
be assured save by my condemnation. But, be it as it 
may ; that Providence, who over-rules the wicice^iess of 
this world, may yet give submission a clue to escape its 
perplexities: and my innocen6e, 1 trust, wiU'be an equiv- 
alent to all that the world can inflict, and much more 
than an equivalent to all that it ran bestow. 

I now had every thing to fear for my Arabella, ns weU 
fr^)^ the interested villany of the witnesses, as from the 
IK>wer of Uie ministry, and the resentment of the rela- 
tions of so great a man ; and I looked upon her death to 
be as certain as her caption. Had I been the flrst in re- 
mainder to the greatest estate in England, I would have 
exdianged my whole interest, for as much ready cash as 
would have served to convey us to some region of safety. 
But tliis was not practicable^ with the very small remain- 
der of the wreck of our fortune ; and we had taken our 
lodging certain at fifty shillings per (Quarter. 

We appeared, as little as possible, even to the lodgers 
of the house; and I intimated to my landlady, that it^nraa 
the fate of many a gentleman to be obliged to abscond, 
till his affiiirs could be compounded with hard-hearted 
creditors. 

Duriag the space of nine months, our principal diet 
was weak tea and bread ; and if we ventArK^^ ^ ^'^^ 
times, on a small joint of foeat, vl «ierff«dL ma «^kdL<,>B«^aR»' 
«id minced, fiQm one w«ek to tbe qI^mk. 

Vol I. J 
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As my wife did not dare to take in work, nor I to 
abroad to look for employment, our chief entertainm^-n 
was the reading some old folio books of history and cti- 
▼ini^, which I borrowed from Mrs. Jennett, and whi<;/i 
liad belonged to her father. 

> How small must be the cravings of simple nature, 
when a family, like ours, accustomed to affluence, could 
aubsits, in London, without murmuring, for upward of 
nine months, on less than eight guineas 1 But our fiihd^ . 
was now exhausted to a few shillings ; and my sword, 
watch, and buckles, were also gone, in discharge of our 
three quarters reatto the landlady. Ruin stared uain 
the ftM». I beheld as it were a gulph, unfathomable and 
impassable, opening beneath our feet, and heaven and 
eanh joining to push us down the pTeci]>ice. 

We, yet, livea a month longer, on coarse bread and 
«6ld T^aCer, with a little milk which we got^ now and then. 
ftnr the child; but I concealed from my wife, that we had 
not a single sixpence now Ictt upon earth. 

I looked up to Heaven, but without love or confidence. 
Dreadftd Power, I cried out, who thus breakcst to powder 
the poor vessels of thy creation ! Thou art said to be a 
bounteous and benevolent caterer to the spawn of the 
ocean, and to the worms of the earth. Thou clothest the 
lards of the air, and the beasts of the forest ; they hunger, 
and find a banquet at hand. Thou sheddest the dew of 
Uky comforts, even on the unrighteous; thou Openest thy 
hand, and all things living are said to be filled with plen- 
teousness. Are we, alone, excepted firom tlie irhmensity 
of thy works 1 shnTl the piety of my wife, shall the inno- 
cence of my infant, thus famish,~unregardcd and unpitied, 
before thee ! 

Ah ! it is I who am the accursed thing ; who bring 
plagues upon all with whom I am connected. £>'en 
the labours of my life, the issurs of my honest industry, 
have been chanted, by thy ordinances, into nothing but 
damage; to the imprisonment of my person ; to the ruin 
of those who had the misfortune to befriend me ; and to 
the death, danger, and desolation of all whom I held dear. 
I strive, in vam, with thy omnipotence; it is too mighty 
Amt me, and crushes me below tne centre. Pour out then 
the vessels of thy wrath upon my Iicad, but, on my head 
alone, just Creator! and take these little ones to thy 
mercy, for they cannot have participated of the guilt thou 
artpleased to impute to me. 

The night was now advanced ; but that which fell upon 
my soul, was a ni^ht which would admit no ray of com- 
fort, nor looked ever to behold another mor^mg. I 
Wished for dissolution to myself, to the univei«e. I wish^ 
ad to see the two proprietors of my souPs t^te aflf^tiojb^ 
now lying pale and breathless before myr ^yea. I w<^i)P 
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not have endured my bell another moment I would 
have given myself instant death ; but 1 dreaded to leare 
my desolate widow, and helpless orphan, without a friend, 
as I then conceived either m heaven or earth. 

My wife had lain down, with her infant on the bed. 
A sudden reflection started. My death, thought I, may 
yet be useful to those for whom only I comd wish to 
live. I rose, frantically determined. My brain was on 
fire. 1 took down an olA pistol, which nung in a cor- 
ner ; I put it into my breast ; down stairs I went, and is- 
sued to the street. 

I was bent on something desperate, but knew not 
what I had not gone far. when 1 saw a large tavern 
open beside me. 1 passed through the entry, and run- 
ning up stairs, boldly entered the dining-room, where a 
numerous company of gentlemen sat round their bottles. 
Iclapt-to thecToor; and taking out the pistol. Gentlemen, 
I cried, I starve, I die for want ; resolve, instantly, to re- 
lieve, or to perish along with me. 

They all fixed their eyes upon me ; but the meagre 
fironzy, as I suppose, which they saw in my countenance, 
held them silent The person, who was nearest, direct^ 
ly took out his purse and presented it, to me. I again 
returned il to him, and putting up my pistol. No. no, 
Sir, I cried, I will not take your gold, 1 am no robber. 
But give me some silver, among ye, to keep a while, from 
the grave, three creatures who famish amidst a plentiful 
world. 

They all, as by one consent, put their hands to their 
pockets, and instantly made a heap of upwards of three 
pounds. I devoured it with my eyes ; 1 beheld it as a 
irftnt of money; and panting, and grappling at itlike a 
vulture, 1 stufled it into a side-pocket ; and being too full 
of acknowledgments to thank my benefactors, by word 
or token, 1 burst forth into tearsj and turning from them, 
I got once more into the street, without any interruption. 
1 made directly home, and stepping softly up stairs, I 
first restored the pistol to its old station. I then went to 
the closet, where my wife lay, still asleep. I gently 
waked her, by the fondness of my caresses. My Arabel- 
la, I cried, I have ventured out, for the first time : and 
heaven has sent us some small relief by a firiend that I 
happened to meet. Hei'e my love, I said, putting a 
crown into her hand, call the maid, and send out for 
some comfortable sustenance ; our fiist has been long in- 

Within a few days our strength and our spirits began 
to recruit, tliough we stiU'continued to live much within 
the bounds of temperance. My soul, again,. setUed vcii«v 
a kind of sullen calm, and looked t<Qirai^ >X»2isv^^^ ^^s^ 
Xmce, to 9ome future <llawiuxv^« 
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One <)ay, as my landlady's Bible lay iAmi before nasp 
II sudden thought occurred. I breathed up to Ck>d a abort 
and sitent ejaculation, beseeching him to instruct me in 
what I ought to do, by the passage, upon which my 
thumb should happen to rest, on opening the book. I 
instantly made the venture,and found the roUovring words: 
*' I will arise and go to my father, and wiU sar unto him, 
Fatbcar, I have sinned against thee, and berore heaven, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son." 

Alas, I was far from imagining at that time, that it 
was no other than my Father in heaven, who caHed me ; 
t and who would thereby have directed and conducted me 
to himself. 

I puzzled and racked my memory, to discover in what 
I had given just offence to my earthly progenitor, but re- 
solved, at all events, to observe the admonition. 

In the dusk of the evening, I tied my handkerchief, 
sailor-like, about my neck, I pulled my wig forward, ana 
slouching my hat, I slid out. of doors; and stooping half 
double, I limped with a counterfeited gait towarcte my fa- 
ther's. I was duly apprised, that, if I knocked at tlie 
door, or directly enquired for him, I should not be admit- 
ted. I therefore walked to and again, now near, now 
aloof, for near an hour, before his door, in patient expec- 
tation of his appearance. 

I had repeated this exercise for five successive evenings, 
when the door at length opened, and a servant in livery 
came up and accosted nie. Is your name Clement, Sir 1 
Suppose it were, says I. Supposing so, replied he. I am 
ordered to tell you, that my master is well informed of all 
your wicked designs; and- that if ever you appear again 
m sight of his wmdows, he will send you to Newgate, 
without bail or mainprize, and prosecute you to the last 
of the laws of the land. 

We parted without another word, and I crossed over 
the way to a chandler's shop. The good woman of tl)e 
house also happened to sell some small .ale in her back 
apartments. I called for a mug, and requested her com- 

rany for a few minutes. , After some introductory chat, 
addressed her in a manner that I judged most engaging 
for one in her sphere. She very freely told me the his- 
tory of my father and his present family; and further, tbat 
it was his custom on every Monday and Friday to repair 
to the Tradesman's Club, at the Golden-anchor, in Tem- 
ple-lane, about eight of the clock at night, and not to re- . 
turn till about eleven. 

I went home something satisfied with this intelligence, 
as I now knew where to find my unnatural par^t, 
though his last barbarous and insulting message had ren- 
qered me hopeles% and quite averse to any kind of appli- 
cation to him. 
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We had now lived three months lonror on the last 
booty, or charity, I know not which to call it. We wetfe 
again reduced to the last shilling, and what was still worse, 
our landlady became importunate for her quarter's rent 
My wife had lately requested her to look out fq^ some 
sempstry-work among tb6 neighbours. This she promis- 
ed to do, but purposely declined, as she and her ftmily 
got the benefit of her labour gratis. 

I began again to return to my former evil thoughts. I 
resolvi^ to make war upon the whole race of man, rather ^ 
than ipy wife and in&nt should perish in my sight : but 
I reflected that it was more equitable to begm with b 
Ikther, on.whom nature had given me a right of depen- 
dence, than to prey upon strangers on whom necessity 
alone could give me any claim. 

It was Monday night The clock struck ten. I took 
down tlie old pistol, and marched toward the Anchor. I 
patroled near the place of expectation- above an hour. 
The night was excessive dark, and no lamps in that 
part At length I listened to the sound of distant 8tep9, 
and soon after heard a voice cry Murder, murder, rob- 
bery ! watch, watch ! 

I ran to the cry, and perceived one man on the gromid, 
and another stooping, m act to ride his pockets. Jl in 
stantly drew my pistol, and striking at the robber's head 
with my full force, I laid him 'senseless on the pavement 
I then Kently raised the other, who was bleeding and 
atunned by the stroke he had received. I support^ him 
step by step toward a distant lamp, where at length we 
arrived, and found a tavern open. I entered and order- 
ed a room with fire and lights; and desired that a sur- 
geon should be immediately called. The gentleman, 
whose face was nearly covered with blood and dirt, began 
now to recover his strength and senses. I got him to 
swallow a small dram of spirits, and he stepped with m9 
up stairs, scarcelv leaning on my shoulder. 

While we sat by the fire, and a napkin and warm wa- 
ter were getting ready, the stranger grew passionate in 
his acknowledgments tor ihe life which he said he owed 
me, and which service be promised to recompense to 
the stretch of his power and fortunes. But when he 
had washed and wiped away the blood and dirt from his 
face ; heaven ! what was my emotion at the sight of an 
aspect once so loved and so revered ! All my injuries 
and resentments vanished instantly from my memory^ I 
fell at his knees with a great cry, Is it you then, my fa- 
ther 1 my once dear, my ever dear and lamented fother ! 
Is it the face of a fiitber that I at last behold 1 I burst 
into tears : I wept aloud. I interruptedly demanded, 
Will you not know me : will you not own me? will not 
nature speak in you ? will you not acknowledgie yoiu[«wx% 
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r once beloved Hammel, so lon^ the comfoif 
, and the pride of your expectations^? 
Vhile I spoke, my father looked wild and eag^w ^' 
He, at length, recollected me through all m ^^ ^ 
B and poor apparel ; and, hesitating, replied, I, jT ^ p 
e indeed you are my child Uaramel, and strait :^^jji' 
ly* 

VirrHOR. — ^You are welcome, my friend. But JF>raF^ 
at may I be indebted for the favour of this visit / 
^RTEirD. — In compliment to your work, rather than. - 
nnthor, I confess that curiosity impelled me hither, -^^ 
te of some other urgent occasions. Indeed, I hearty y^ 
sed the intruders wnq disturbed us in so interesting ^ 
nt of the story ; and I should not have slept since, ba(| 
ot in some measure satisfied my impatience by mak- 
; out the remainder in my own mind. 
Arr*— And pray, how have you contrived the busi- 

3S? 

Fb. — ^In a way, as I thought, that could not be avoid- 
The natural affections of a parent, joined to the re- 
it obligations by whichkold Clement was bound to his 
1, must necessarily effect a perfect reconciliation, and 
end, as one would wish, m iiiture prosperity. ^ In 
ith, I thought it flill time to put a period to the reader's 
tress, by putting an end to those of the unfortunate 
iment 

AuT.— rHappily guessed, my friend. Your imagina- 
n has supplied my place to great advantage. To pro- 
»d, would answer no manner of purpose. 
Fr. — ^But then it struck me, this morning, that the de- 
•rable condition, in which these people were found, 
lid neit be consistent with my plan. This has brought 
I in a hurry. I think that my plan is still the right 
e. I fear, you have indulged yours^f hi the marvel- 
is, at the expense of nature. It is the fault of all no- 
lists. I am m great pain for you. I cannot conceive 
w you bring yourself off* in this plunge. . ,j . 

4uT.— Here — Had you called sooner, you would the 
)ner have had your spleen or your curiosity gratified. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



During his fit, the surgeon came with his instruments 
d dressings ; and having in vain attempted to restore 
m, by spnnkling water in his fiu». and by the appli- 
tion of hartshorn to his nose and temples ; he took 
me blood from him, whereon fie opened his eyes, ana 
ran to breathe mth flvedom. He then exMiwacA \»» 



» I 



THE FOOL OF QUALITY. 137 



wound, which was a liUIe above his forehead, and- de- 
clared it so s)ighU as scarce to he an excuse for keepiiir 
his chamber. The surseon, having dressed it, receiT^ 
his fee and retired ; and my father ringing for the draw- 
er, ordered up a flask of'^Burgundy, with a cold fowl, 
oil and vinegar. 

When' tlie table was laid, and the waiter desired to 
withdraw, my father agahii looking earnestly upon me, I 
believe, says he, my child may be Imngry ' and strait his 
countenance falling, and the muscles or his lips begin- 
ning to work, he broke into tears. Barbarous. wretch! 
he exclaimed,^ unnatural 'ostrich! who could thus leaye 
the first begotten of thy bowels to the nakedness of the 
sands, and to the blastmg of tlie elements. 

No, no, my father, I cried, again throwing myself on 
my knees before him ; kill me not with your tears, crqd^ 
me not with this your unmerited concern ! all is well, 
air is happy, and blessed, as I can bear it to be. TlUa 
moment overpays my years of anguish, it is like heaven 
after passing the vale of death and mortal sufferings. 

After supper, of which my father scarce tasted, n^ot 
up, and as I rose at the same time, he stepped to me, 
and catching me passionately in his arms, and nuttine 
his neck across mine, My ct^ild, he cried, my oelovea 
child, my liie's blessed preserver! come once more to 
my bosom, enter thy forsaken mansion ! Too . long has 
it been desert and desolate, without thee ! But h^e, I 
vow to ^he Almighty, that no step-dames, nor viperous 
instruments, shall ever hereafter insinuate between us ; 
accursed be they, who shall attempt to divide us ; ana 
may they come to an evil endi who shall desire to de- 
prive me of thee, the light of mine eyes, till I am cold ancl 
insensible to every other joy. 

While we sat over our bottle, my father called for ink 
and paper, and first presenting me with a purse of fifty 
guineas, he again gave me a bill, at sight, on his iMuaker, 
for five hundred pounds. I started up, but stopping me. 
he cried. Hold* hold, my Hammy, I see myself oveipaid 
in the acknowledgments of that dear, though mea^ 
countenance : and then, as I kneeled before him, with 
both hands held over me, and eyes raised to heaven, he 
blessed me in an ejaculation of the tenderest ardour. 

The reckoning being discharged, and two chairs or- 
dered to the door, my father desired me to meet him at 
the same tavern, the following evening ; and said that, in 
the mean time, he would think of settling some certain 
income upon me; and thus we i>arted, as though our 
souls had accompanied each other. 

It was now near two o'clock, and the morning bitter 
cold. My Arabella had, long since, put her child to rest ; 
and I found her in tears by a fire, scarce alive. She 
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. i^yim my entering ; her fhce glenmia wMi a 
jbf: and she uttered some soft leptotu^heB, ot love 

M9mf4n0nmon, for my absence at thoee hourib 

9m(»^'l inentured to let in the AiU tide ef our return- 

9 hapfiineM on her weak ahd alarmed spirits, I tooM 
out some confections and a pint of sack, which I bad 
wiptmty brought in my pocket I broke some Naples 
bisectitinlo a cup, and pouring some of the wine upon 
Ky I set he» the example, and prevailed oh her to- eat. 

Meanwhile she gazed earnestly, and inquisiliT^ m 
my taoe. My Hammy, she tenderly cried, what is Qm. 
nittuing of this? What eyes are these, Hammy, whai 
new kind of a countenance is this you have bravglil 
home to me 1 Ah, fbrbid it, my God, that the datiing of 
my send should have done any thing criminal. First, 
perish your Arabella, perish also her in&nt, rather than, 
<m our account, or on any account, the least of tile vir- 
tues of my Hammy should be lost 

No, no, my angel, I cried, daughter of highest heaven ! 
^od has been wonderfully gracious to me; he Messes me^ 
ta: your sake, my Arabella. I have seen my father, we 
are happily reconciled, and famine and affliction shaB 
come near us no more. 

I itieaa. took the bellows and lighted up a good fire, and 
while wce were emptying our pint, of which I CQmi>ened' 
mgr« wilb to take the larger share, 1 gave her a transport- 
hig detail of what bad passed ; and poured my purse oi 
guineas into her lap. So we went to bed in peace, re- 
gflffdlesB of fliturity, the happiest of all the pairs on whom 
the succeeding sun arose. 

l¥e lay in bed, till the day was lar advanced. I then^ 
oidaned sane omiforting white-wine caudle for breakfast, 
and calling up the lanmady, I discharged our quarter'» 
rent 

When she was dismissed, I consulted with my wife^ 
vhetlier she would chose to retire to Fraftce or Holland ; 
or rather, to York, or some other remote place within tlte^ 
kingdom^ But reflecting again, on the present excesaof 
my iither^s tenderness for me, she joined in thinking it< 
aofisable to act with his concurrence ; and I determined 
that very evening to reveal to him, ^in confidence, the 
whole patlKtie history of our marriage and odventoresw 

Mean while, I. thought it best, in all ev^ats, to secure 
the- theflOw of moderately compassing our purpose, by 
taking up the jBdOO from my father's Danker, l foundi 
by experience, that I had now little to fear flrom beins 
kaawn to any one. My shabby appaltel, and emaciated' 
fiice and limbs, that had prevented the knowledge and 
remembrance of a father, apj[>eared a double security 
agaiBst all other eyes. I therefore adventured^ thougti 
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mA without circumspection, to Mr. Giles's in Lombard 
street, and, presenting my bill, demanded payment. 
' My Mend, said Mr. Giles, it is not two hours since a 
«top was put on the payment of that draught ; and I was 
desired, at the sairoe time, to put this paper into the hands 
of the party who should calf. So saying, he gave me a 
note which I opened, with a trepidation that was turned 
into agony on reading the following words. 

• 

To Hammel Clfmeft. 

''Most subtle, and most accursed of all cruel contri- 
vers ! thou didst thyself, then, set that villain on thy 
fik>lish and fond father ; by whom his blood was shed, 
and his life nearly lost I renounce thee, I abjure thee 
f¥ora henceforth, and for ever. And as I continue to dis- 
claim tdl sorts of ties with thee, either here, or hereafter ; 
so may Heaven continue to prosper, . 

BAHTHOLOMEW'CtEME^T.'* 

On rea^hng this dreadilil paper, I retired from the 
tfotmter without speaking a word. I got home, I know 
not how ; for I neither knew what I did, nor considered 
what I was about 1 walked Up stairs, without perceiv- 
ing that I was follbwed. But I had scarce got mto my 
room, when five or six men entered, almost along with 
me ; and one of them stepping directly up to my wife, 
cried. Mistress, I arrest you in his majesty's name. 

Hereat I turned, and was stunned, and roused again 
In an instant I caught up the poker, and aiming at a 
well-dressed man, whose face was not wholly unknown, 
and who appeared tiiejnost active and joyous of the crew, 
I missed the crown of his head, but tore off one car, ana 
cut him through his clothes and shoulder, to tJic bone. I 
then flew upon the rest. I dealt my blows with incon- 
ceivable fury and quickness. I cleared my room in a 
fevf seconds ; and t nough several shots were fired at me 
from the stairs, I chased them all to the entry, and rc- 
tnming to my Arabella, I barricaded the door. 

It was then that she interposed, and dropping on her 
knees before me, What is my Hammy about, she cried, 
what madness has possessed my love? Would you be 
guilty of actual and instant murders, through a rash 
and vain attempt of rescuing from our laws a person 
whom neither Grod nor man hath yet condemned ? This, 
indeed, were to ensure the ruin you apprehend. Ah, no-, 
my heart's master, let us neither commit nor foar iniquity. 
Join with me, my Hammy, let us trust in our God, and 
nothing but gooa jc&n happen unto us. 

While she spoke, the late terrors of her countenance 
disappeared; and her aspect was gradually overspread 
With a serenity, to be imagined, in some measure, fironi 
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the face of an evening-heaven in autumn, when the boob 
of harvest are heard through the villages all about 

I gazed on her with a^speechless anfl complacent re- 
verence. She gently took the weapon from my unre- 
sisting hand ; and leading me back, she seated me in 
the furthest chair. She then removed every bar and ob- 
stacle to their entrance. The stairs were now filled with 
people who had been called to the assistance of the 
King's officers, but they still appeared appreliensive and 
fearful of advancing. 

Gentlemen, said Arabella, be pleased to walk in ; I 
deliver myself peaceably J n to your hands; ye shall find 
no further opposition to his majesty or the laws. The 
officers aecordingly entered, but bowing, and with a 
timid kind of respect; neither did any of them offer to 
lay a hand upon her. Good God ! Madam, exclaimed 
the foremost, is it possible that you should be guilty of the 
crimes laid to your charge by that rascal whom your hus- 
band has hidf killed. He is carried off to the Doctor's ; 
but I think, in my conscience, that he has got his de- 
serts ; and as for the few hurts that we have received, 
we excuse your husband. Madam, for your sake ; and we 
think him the braver and the better man for what he 
did. By my soul, sweet Madam, you are well worth de- 
fending. 

I thank ye, gentlemen, said my wife, ^racef\illy smil- 
ing and curtsying ; pray, be i)leased to sit, while I pre- 
pare to attend you. I am guilty, indeed, of the death of 
a man, and yet guilty of nothing that T would not re- 
peat in the defence of virtue. But, gentlemen, says she, 
again smiling, you are likely to l>e troubled with more ' 
prisoners than you look for. One of them, indeed, is 
young, and as little meaning of harm to any one as his 
mother. . I must, therefore, beg your indulgence in send- 
ing for a coach ; and pray, do me the favour to accept 
this trifle, as the means of washing away animosity be- 
tween you and my husband. So saying, she presented 
their chief with a guinea : who, rising and awfully bow- 
ing, ordered one of the others to step for a carriage. 

Had the harp of Orpheus been tuned like the voice of 
my Arabella at this season, it is not to be wondered 
that tigers should grow tame, and bears crouch down 
before nim, and lick his feet; since wretches like these, 
hardened in hourly acts of insolence and inhumanity, 
were now awed to downcast reverence ; and on her re- 
turn from the closet with her infant in her arms, dropped 
a tear of still compassion, as though they had not wlioily 
forgotten that they were born of women. 

In the mean time, my fury having subsided at the 
instance of my wife, I should certainly have fainted, if 
I had not been relieved by a gush of tears : which I en- 
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deavoured to conceal, by tumine aside and putting my 
handkerchief to my face^ A cloud of thick darkneaa 
i^ain overspread my soul ; and -every internal idea grew 

F regnant, and laboured witli apprehension and horror, 
cursed my meeting with my father, and his treacherous 
appearance of bounty, which had served to bring this 
decisive ruin upon us ; and I looked upon fortune as 
solicitous and mdustrious to bring evil and destruction 
out of every presentment and promise of advantage. 

Being conducted to Newgate, I agreed with the keep- 
er for a tolerable apartment, at two guineas per week ; 
and putting on the best cheer I pould nSeci oefore my 
wife, I sent out for a nourishing dinner. For I judg^ 
it late to be frugal, when death was at our door, and I 
had determined not to survive my Arabella a moment. 

The day following, I procured copies of the deposi- 
tions of the tliree witnesses, the first of whom was our 
own servant-maid. These I laid before two of the most 
learned in the law, but received no consolatien from 
their report. They told me that, had my wife been ac- 
tually guilty of the robbery, as alleged, she might 
have had some prospect of bemg acquitted of the mur- 
der, by being cnabled*to bribe off the evidence. But that 
if she was really innocent of the robbery, as T affirmed, 
it then became the very cause, as well as interest of the 
guilty evidence, to have her condemned on both articles . 
of accusation* \ 

As the fearful day approached, I bought, at second- 
hand, two decent suits of mourning, with the requisite 
appendages for my wife and myself. Whenever 1 could 
get apart, I was drowned in my tears, and half suflfocat- 
ed by my sobs ; and I did every thing, but pray for my 
Arabella ; for I could not think of hfling my heart to 
heaven, where I had lost all dependence. 

In the mean time, my beloved daily recovered flesh 
and health. Her eyes grew more brilliant, her complexion 
more clear, her countenance was as the surface of a 
depth of peace ; and I gathered, I know not why, a 
kind of reflected confidence, by beholding her aspect. 

Early, on the fatal morning, when I had. left her with- 
in at her prayers, and had pulled my hat over my eyes, 
and sat aown in a comer, to vent the throbbings of my 
heart ; I cast my eye on a paper that appeared from un- 
der the door. I took it up with precipitation} and, in it, 
found the following lines : 

L 

Tho' mountains threat thy naked head, 
Tho* circling gulphs around thee close, 

Tho' help is distant, hope is dead, 

Tho' earth and hell are sworn thy foes ; 
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II. 
Yet, Heav'n their malice^Bhall defjr ; 

And, strong in Iflst extremes, to save, 
Shall stand with guardian seraphs nigh, 

And with thy sland'rers glut the grave. 

I had no sooner read this paper, than I dro] 
down, involuntarily, oh my knees. My hands clem 
together; and I breamed up a most ardent petition, 
some over-ruling Power would take my Arabella u 
his protection. 

Soon after, she came forth, adorned like the n 
when girt about with clouds, through whose black 
her beauty breaks forth with improved lustre. 

While we sat at breakfast, I presented her with 
verses. She read them, over and over, with deep a 
tlon ; and then returning them with a smile. This, 
she, has been the stratagem of some very charitable 
son, who judged that hope was wanting to support 
at such a trim. 

As the dreadful hour was at hand, and as I had 
sidered, before now, that at last it must come, I 
prepared a small botUe of salts sbnd a cordial, to sup 
mjrself, as well as my wife, from an unseemly dejectic 
spirits in court. 

Ah, Sir ! can you tell me how one thing should c 
to pass 1 can you account for this most extraordinai 
all the workings in human nature? that a man, at e 
times should more feelingly live, or die in others, thfl 
himself. Had I been called to my last audit, had 
decision of my own existence been at stake, my at 
hensions, as I think, could not have equalled what 1 
at that period. ' 

At length the keeper appeared, and warned my 
belia that she must speedily set out I turned insts 
cold and pale; and it was long before I recov 
strength to rise fVom my chair. In the mean time 
wife returned to our bed chamber, and bringing out 
infant, gave him in charge to a nurse-keeper ; she 
held her hands over him, and raised her eyes to Hea 
in Messing, for some time. A^ain she fixed them oi 
foce, and gazing upon him, as it were, for a l$ist fkre 
look J tear dropped after tear, in a pathetic and affed 
ate silence. , 

Being <x)nducted to the Old Bailey, my wife, on ei 
ing the court, turned suddenly pale ; and tier coun^ni 
was downcast with a diffidence that she could not 
some time overcome. The concourse was excess) 

§reat, and chiefly consisting of^the nobility and gent 
eth sexes. The great man himself was there, wi 
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crowd of Ms dependants, and all tiie male and fesiale 
relations and imnds of the deceased.. 
!» I gave my Arabella tbe salts to smell to, and as she 
weakly and hasbftilly advanced to the bar, a conAised 
and jarring •murmur was heard on all sides; and the 
words Impudence and Innocence resounded throughout. 

When, according to order, she had held up her nand» 
and heard her indictment; the judge, with a countenance 
and voice equally stern, demanded Guilty, or not guilty 1 
~ She answered. Guilty, my lord, I confess, of the death of 
lord Stivers; but never guilty of any Icind of robbery or 
malice. Woman, said the judge, you confess yourself 
guilty, and I should proceed to your sentence. But I 
ask you, for the last time,^ Guilty, or not guilty ? Not 
guilty, my lord, she then rejoined : if to do what I ap- 
prove, and shall never repent of it, is not to be guilty. 

Again, the murmur was repeated ; but continued much 
longer, and with more virulence on the one part, and 
more concern on. the other. 

I shall not detiin you,^ir, with an account of the ex- 
amination of the two first witnesses, one of whom had 
been our own servant girl, and the other the principal 
footman of lord Stivers. They had all manner of en- 
couTagement and countenance from the court, and con- 
curred in every circumstance that could serve for con- 
demnation. The sound of triumph was heard through 
aU tlie gentry, and the populace, sighingly, gave my 
Arabella for lost. 

The third witness was then called. He was a very 
genteel and modest-looking young man, and was now 
out of livery. 

My lord, says he, with a respectful but resolute voice, 
before 1 give my testimony in this case, Irequest that the 
two first witnesses should be taken into custody. Into 
custody ! cried the judge, do you know what you say 1 
I do know what I say, my lord, and I repeat my re- 
quest, that they should be taken into custody. Why 
triend, said tlie judge, they are, as you are: they are wit^ 
nesses for the crown against a criminal, and no man has 
a right to order them into custody. I say, rejoined the 
youth, with an air still more determined, tiiat they are 
witnesses against innocence, against his majesty, and 
against tiie laws \ that they alone are criminal ; that I 
am evidence agamst them ; and I, again, require it of 
your lordship, of the jury, and of all present, that they 
should not be permitted to make their e8ca]3e. 

I see, exclaimed the judge, you are a prevaricating vil- 
lain ; but I shall trounce you before we part* Where is 
this fellow's examination. 

My lord, my lord, said tiie young man, with somewhat 
^ a severe tm. sareastical tone^ you w«re xxot placed 
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there to prejudicnte in any matter ; no more Chan I was 
called here to be brow-beat and sentenced without trial. 
If you find that I prevaricate, if you desire to sift me 
as wheat, and nnd any chafif in me ; I refuse not the 
bitterest punishment tnat our laws can inflict. But as 
your lordship observes, I am an evidence for the crown ; 
and his nm^esty, God be praised, will not fix his tribunal 
in any unrighteousness. I therefore demand to be heard, 
in the cause to which I am cited ; and all present shall 
be assured that I speak nothing but the truth. And you, 
gentlemen of the jury ! I petition you to intercede in fa- 
vour of equity with his lordship, and to prevail tliat these 
criminals, for such I affirm tiiem to be, should not be 
suffered to get away : and further, that they should be 
instantly searched ; and all that is found about them, 
.reserved for the inspection of yourselves and his lord- 
ship. 

My lord, said the foreman, I humbly conceive that no 
ill consequence can ensue from searching and setting a 
watch over those people ; their testimony is already given, 
and cannot be invalidated thereby. 

Well, added the judge, I would willingly hear what 
tliis fellow, this turncoat, has to say for liimself. 

My lord, replied the you'h, provided I approve my 
truth before God, I shall oe the less afflicted tor having 
fallen tinder your lordship's displeasure. My name is 
Edward Longfield, I was bom to happier prospects. — 
My father whs a gentleman : and about eighteen months 
agOp I took the degree of bachelor at Queen's College in 
Oxford. But misfortunes and misunderstandings happen- 
ing in our family, 1 was left to be the former of my own 
fortunes, and arriving al Lohdon, 1 was taken into ser- 
vice by my late lord Stivers. He grew fond of me. be- 
yond my merits ; and I began to partake of his friendship 
and confidence, at the time that I was deprived of i.he 
most generous of masters, by tlie most unhappy of all 
events. 

My lord had one foil to his many virtues : it was an 
invincible passion for female beauty. The Jast night of 
his lite, having called me aside, Ned, says he, I must 
take you on an adventure to-morrow. 1 Have positively 
the finest girl in the universe in chase ; and I niustenj<iy 
her in all events. But the devil on't is, that she is vir- 
tuous, though Ijiope not incorruptible. I have put her 
husband out of the way upon a feigned- action for debt ; 
and I have bribed her maid over to ray party. So that I 
have nothing to contend with but her own lovely per-, 
son, and that will be the sweetest dispute in the world. 
Sure, my lord*, I cried, you would not force her. Pshaw, 
said he, damn your^impertinent scruples. Another such 
word, Ned) apa you are blown with me« I can tell you, 
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a fine woman, my lad, must be won at any rate ; if she 
is garrisoned with virtue^ and cannot be got by stlrata- 
gem. she must be' taken by storm. 

The day following, my lord took me, and his footman 
Robert there, who is one of the witnesses, to a tavern 
directly opposite to the house of the prisoner. He dined 
there alone, and kept us in waiting most part of the af- 
ternoon, in expectation of intelligence from that other 
witness there, who has borne false testimony against her 
misti'ess. As he looked out, from time to time, at one 
of the street windows, he at last, as I Suppose, received 
the appointed signal ; for hurrying down staii^s, he order- 
ed us to follow. The door was, purposely, held open for 
us by that woman. Is dll safe, Deo 1 says my lord. — 
Yes, says Deb : but may I x!lei)end on these who come 
with you 1 You may, child; cries my lord, they are my 
own- people. 'Tis very well, cried Deb, I have just got 
Miss Hodgins out of your way. My mistress is above, 
and alone for wknt of better coi^paiiy. To her then, 
my loi'd, she is a dish for an emperor. But if she should 

J)rove too many for you, I know where the shame will 
ie. for ever. Well, well, cries my lord, shut tlic door 
«o'fUy,*I)cb; and take these lads down with you to tlie 
kitchen. But, whatever ye hear, on your lives ! let me 
have no slir^ I charge ye. So saying, my lord went trip- 
ping up stairs ; and we followed that bad woman to ker 
darker region. 

I soon observed that my companion, Mr. Robert there, 
wasintent on making up his acquaintance with Mrs. Dc-' 
borah ; and as I found myself extremely uneasy, I gave 
them the slip, without being observed ; and stealing up 
stairs, I put my ear to the door wliere 1 heard the voice 
of piy master. Bleesed Heaven ! to what sun)assing 
sentiments was I, then, an amazed witness ! to what 
proofs of a virtue, that cannot be rated at less tiian di- 
vine ! If I should not be tedious, I would deliver to the 
(Bourt ; to you, my lord in parlicuigr ; and to you, gentlc- 
'mcn c5f the iury ; the best account, I can, of those won- 
derful passages. 

* Hear him, hear him, hear him ! was then almost the 
universal cry; till he was permitted by the bench, and 
desired by tne jury to speak witli freedom. 

He then repeated, in a more ample and pathetic man- 
ner, all that passed as I have told you, between lord Sti- 
vers and my wife. But stopping, as he drew near to 
the ftital catastrophe, I could no longer bear, he said, the 
piercing cries, and agonizing shrieks of such virtue, in 
such e:xtremity. Had I had any kind of weapon, 1 
thought 'I should have done my lord gpod service, by 

Srotecting the purity he yfns about to violate. But I 
embled and grew ^xce^din^ sick, eind haat^iiUig down 
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to the kitcheii^ I threw ujFflelf into a chair, faidmroaiied 

ftW&V 

While I was in my fit, and Robert and Deborah were 
busy about me, the ratal stroke, as I imagine^ WM^iven, 
and the nriaoner made her escape, with ner iniantm her 
arms. When I was somewhat recovered, and had taken 
a dram of |drs. Debori^'s bottle, she put down the ket- 
tle, and invited us to a dish of tea. I requested my com- 
panions, f)rom time to time, to step out and listen, but 
they reported that all was quiet above stairs : and when 
I wondered at this, Tut, says Deborah, the lovers have 
made it up before now, I warrant ; it's well for your 
master if he ^ets off before midnight 

At length it srew darkish, and oeing all of us surpris* 
ed that no candles were called for, we went in a body up 
stairs, and Deborah ventured^ gently, to tap at the door ; 
but hearing no voice nor stirring In the chamber, she 
turned the bolt, softly; and peeping in, she gave a loiid 
shriekl and dreW suddenly back again. W& then enter- 
ed together, and as I was prepared, by my |cnowledge of 
the lady's virtue, for some dreadful catastroplie, I was the 
less shocked and concerned at what I beheld. 

The floor was half covered with clotted blood. My 
master lay in the midst, already stiff and cold ; and part 
of Uie fatal scissors was still witiiin the wound. We all 
stood, for some time, in silent astonishment: and then, 
with joint tears, lamented his fete. At lengtn, says De- 
borah, I would gladly see if my tiloody mistress has taken 
care to provide for her journey. So saying, she stooped, 
and takmg his lordship's purse from his pocket, she 
counted down two hundred and ninety-seven guineas. 
She then. took out his fine gold repeater; and next, liis 
gold snuff box ; anl^ last, took his large-diamond ring from 
his finger. 

Come my lads, says Deborah,^ my lonTs silence gives 
consent, and we can no more be said to rob this piece of 
earth, than the people in the mines, who gather gold 
from clay. If my mistress is ever taken, she must suf- 
fer death for the murder ; and they can do ho more to 
her for the robbery, and twenty such matters together. 
If you will) therefore, be of my council, we will comfort 
ourselves, as we ought, for this melancholy business ; and 
share a priase between us, that no one else had a right 
to, and that nobody will want. 

Robert did not hesitate long. In a little time, he ap- 
peared more sanguine than Deborah herself; and they 
urged me to join theqi, by a number of interesting 
and cajoling instances. I was dispirited, I Was affright- 
e(h I saw a scene of blood and slaughter before me ; and 
I doubted not that, if I refused them, I should be made 
the second victim to ^i; rfaentoient And ^Tarioe, I. 
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pretended to value the watch at an unmeasurable rate, 
and that I should be gieatly the gainer, if I got it for my 
diyidend. Mrs. Deborah then went to her mistress's 
drawers ; and taking out half a dozen silver spoons, a tea 
equipage, and several articles in laces and cambrics, she 
fairly laid them before -us ; and observed, at the same 
time, ihat her mistress would liot call in a hurry to de- 
mand them ; and that the landlord would take all if we 
did not cohie in for snacks. She then made a new divi- 
sion ; she compelled me further to accept of the snuff-box. 
She gave the purse of gold entire to Robert ; and con- 
tented herself with the diamond ring, some gold medals, 
my lord's handkerchief, and the plunder of her mistress. 

While Mr. Longfield was in this part of his testimony, 
the foreman of the jury pried out, Stay, Sir ! Good 

people, pray stop those witnesses, there ! 1 see, they are 
making o£ And now, do us the fieivour to search their 
pockets ; and to put what ye find into two hats severally, 
and to.hknd them up to us. 

This being accordingly done, Mr. Longfield, says the 
foreman, be. pleased now to proceed. 

I have little further to say, replied Mr. Longfield. 
Here is my noble master's watch , and here is his snufi^ 
box. They are undoubtedly known to many honour- 
able oersons, at present in court. And I bless my God 
that I have been enabled to preserve them, for the vin- 
dication of innocence, and the illustration of virtue, at 
this day. 

V Here Mr. Longfield paused ; and the judge cried out. 
Clerk, hand me up the examination of this prevaricator. 
This his lordship perused with a countenancv and scru- 
tiny apparently inveterate. But finding that the depo- 
nent had not touched upon the robbery, and that neither 
the yrordsj feloniously nor of malice, were inserted in that 
■ part that referred to the death of lord Stivers, he tore the 
examination into twenty pieces. Come, come, he cried, 
again, I have not yet done with this same Longfield. I 
perceive perfectly well how he came ^y the watch and 
snuff box. The transference was not difficult, from tlie 
prisoner, who stole them, to this her confederate, fi^t, 
tell us. my wonderflilly honest friend ! how came you to 
^ keep these things from their lawful owners, fur the very 
long space of twelve months and .upwards ? Why did 
you not, immediately, or long before now, give informa- 
tions against tliose, whom you so suddenly take it into 
your head to accuse 1 And why would you suffer that 
so exceeding chaste^fand innocent lady, to labour ail 
this time, under the infamy with which her character, in 
myjudgment, is still justly loaded? 

To all these questions, Mr. Longfield barely smiled ; 
but bowing with his head^ and making « motion with 
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M9 MM 10 two fMitJteflleik, WBb ^ an tto^ sfeK fli «M 
(rnnsH, Mh At-diiMl) %n etofhettt nkercftAk^t^ And im Cil- 
idtraite of tlM dttv iSOt up and spoire to the fi^owUlg 

I wiBh^ my lord, tbat I eould as treW odntenl ymiir 
lontihtpy ItB 1 can satiBfy t^e jiify, and all others present, 
10a ^tSb MtleleiB you r^iiit^ The day jmm^iteiy allb- 
i;«Bding this fttal acddent^ Mr. Lon^deM cattle to mti, 
ttid ^ presence of Mr. TrueloVe h^M, int wOVtby and 
iHhsdUitial neighbour gave a detail, lalMOst Wi^rd fbr 
wotd) of all that he has this hour deposed in court ^ he 
then depoiiited the watth tod snuffbox with nay and did 
not )rei^fitt them tin early this mohiihe. Ai^ I lito bf 
Ail mt^Siky% jpeiice^ he afeo gave in thw ^xamin&non. 
I^lbte me^ which howeireir I must not venture to hand 
Dteir to yWA lordshijp) till I have yoUr previous engage 
Bieilt that yon will not tear it. f thereupon Ofllfered to 
jMiMB wanantB for appnehending the deiihi^nentB; but 
'Mr. Longfield most sensibly ana judiciously ob^rved, 
liifeit nvich ^ Hep musi, unquestionaUy, shut the door 
asainst justice and All knowledge Of t|)e truth ; tlMit lllb 
mn^nau wote two to ohe^against their AccUset ; that, on 
the slightest alarm^ they would inl^lKbly Abscbnd^ Or 
make away with the effeots, of which they nOw^ neld 
tfaemtielveBthe peaceable and unquestioned! possessor ; 
or contrivo aome ftirlber plot^ to invalidate hfe eVjdenc^: 
'Or, totobably, toake him AWay by pistol, or poison, and 
00 deprive that unhapi)y gentlewoman of the ohiy Wit- 
hoK of her innocence. But, says he, if they are permit- 
ted- to enter tho court, under the confidence of my con- 
ftderAcy, Ihey will ^ave no reseirve upon them, no 
fbrefbrm^d evasions or contrivances for escape. M^ 
unexpected testimony will suddenly con found their gtiilt; 
and they may happen to carry some articles about th^m, 
which might serve for their conviction beyond ten wit- 
liiMBes* 

Ih thto mian time^ Mir. Lon^ld, Mr. Tru^lovO, iand 
I, wero aolidtoU8%nd unwearied in our enquiries after 
t«B Unfortunate prisoner^ that we might persuade her to 
IrtAhd her triall and to deliver herself \ip to iustrce. But 
all ottr aeatch proved fhiitless, till the day m which shb 
Was discovered and tak^n. 

Hete, Mr. ArchibaVd ended, and the judge exclaimed, 
Crfer ! call the two first witnesses into court, that we niay 
heiir what they say to this fair Weather speech. The 
crier Wjeordihgly vtxiifferated several O Yei% fbr Deborah 
Qkinner, and Robeii Callim, to come into coUrt. BUt 
had they heien within call, they did not choose to hear. 
Puring the attention of tho Oourt and jiiry to AldemsAh 
ArbMhaM, ^Ibky had imperceptibly slipt befiihd their next 
i^MHMnn; And proi^edihg, in liketnanner, ttom On« h> 
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Mldm«r, tMV &t ]6ngtb i0ski!biiiidM U^UM^Vm Witti the 
tifolWdt aild Ml cD^iur off. 

* My Idrd OMn begnh to miisi Bis chtagt to the jury; 
Itnd ai^Itedy With unubh 6mph$8i»» on BoiAe arades. 
H||ifey qmyiB iM« We bave lost ft noblemAn : amiilister j one 
or thd first otnatnetats of ouir country, and stays or oiiir 
land. And what, I pray ye» haVe We ^t iti recompease 
of thSi jj^iBatdamaieel Why, my friehdi^, We have rot a 
Mew thin^ upon the earth; we have got a savinj^ of the 
honour ttf a ntflliner. fiut if this princess is inviolate^ 
iUi stifl is pmtende^ ; how tiame she to be guilty of thn 
ittoM hornd of all murders, before she knew to what et- 
treraity bis lordship woUld hiave proceedied; how did Hhe 
tiAini ea^ialiy to execute a peet of the realm, on k sim- 
ple attempt, for which our mws Would not have confined 
a cOUitnon portet T This woman must^ certainly, have 
been a trad^t- in Mood ", and her felonious intenta anc" 
malice are fUHy expreseied, iU the very peculiar use anc 
inhumanity erthe weapoU, with whieh she perpetratec 
this most dfesperate deed. YOu n^ed hot therefore, gen* 
tlem^ go out of yout hot to bring her in guilty of the 

Surdfer^ I Will not affirm, with eqjial certainty, touch* 
g' the robbery : and yet, to me it is apparent, that she 
iBonld not have enterprised so barbarous a ftict, if she had 
hot done it in prospect of plundering the deceased. But 
M she Ut capitally punishable in the first instance, I leave 
ye, pehtleiUen, to determine of the second at pleasure. 

First permit us, Uiy lord, replied the foreman, to et" 
ianiifie what we have got in these hats. He then dreW 
a long purse, firom among the relics of Robert ; and hav* 
ing counted out seventy guineas, Mr. Longfleld, says he* 
Woiird you know my lord's purse 1 If it is my master's 
purse, says Longfield, it is or green silk, und has, toward 
the top, a coronet and the letter S. wrought under it, in 
Wlver twist The very same. Sir, indeed, rejoined the 
foreman. And now, let us see what Mrs Deborah might 
haVe g^ in her honest keeping ? So saying, he took 
from the second bat, a small wooden box neatly stUflIM 
with 6G^n, in which he found my Icml's diamond-ring, 
th\ree gold medali, and the ends of the handles of seve* 
ral silver-spoons. ^Mrs. Clement, says he, I imagine We 
may have got some of your property among us. Pl«y, 
had you any mark to your silver apoons t Yes, Sir, said 
Hhe. scarcely eudible ; a G. at top, for Graves, and a D. 
ana A. below, for Dorothy and Arabella. I wish Madam, 
Replied this gentleman, that we Were eoually enabled to 

Snd an equivalent for your merits, as to restore to you 
\\^ trifling iremnant of your rights. 
CemiB, gentlemen, cried the judge, the day wearsapace. 
It ib time Ibr you to retire, andoohtuit on (he verdict ye 
'ah« to bHog ftt. 
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My lord, ^niwered the foreman, yon tmly obsenred 
that we need not leave our box for' the porpoae you' re- 
quire. We are already agreed, and unanimous in our 
verdict And, I would to Heaven ! that we were not 
confined, on this occasion, to Uteral precedents and forms 
of law, that we might give a verdict, some way adequate 
to fiie merite of the prisoner, who, however depressed by 
fortune, is superior m all excellencies ; whom we judge 
to be an honour to human nature, and the first grace 
and ornament o/her own sex. But since me are umit- 
edf by custom, m these matters, we do say, with one 
voice, tM a conscience that compels us to utterance , 
Not guilty, my lord, not guilty ! 

The words were scarce pronounced, when the court* 
house was almost split by a sudden peal. Hats, cape, 
and wigs, universally filled the air, and jostied against 
each other. The tnumph was caught and echoed by 
the crowds without ; and the sound was repeated, and 
floated,, from street to street, tiH it seemed to die away 
in distant parts of the city. 

My wife then turned, gracefully curtsying to the fore- 
man, I thank you, Sir^ says she ; i tlMink ye, gentlemen, 
says she, again curtsying to tlie rest of tne jury. Ana 

glancing modestly round, she saluted the assembly, and 
len sat down. But I could not contain my gratitude, my 
transport overpowered me ; and iiedlingpn my knees, and 
lifting my handstowards the jury, God. alone can reward 
ye, gentlemen, I cried ; may he for ever preserve tlie 
properties, honours, and fomilies, of the worthy citizens 
of London, firom violation and insult ! 

I then rose hastily. I slipped out of the bar ; and 
rushing up to Mr. Longfield, I catched him eagerly about 
the neck. I could not speak. I hid my face in his bo- 
som, and broke into tears. He attempted to disengage 
himself; but I held him fast. I believe, said he, you 
must be Mr. Clement I congratulate you, Sir, with all- 
my soul. But you owe me notiiing, I barely did my 
duty. . 

O, my friend, my brother^ my preserver!.! cried; I 
owe you more than life. Existence ];ad been my great- 
est of purses without you. That I am not, at tnis mo- 
ment, the deepest damned of the creation ; that I find 
myself the most blessed of all beings; to you alone Jt is 
owing, my Longfield, my deliverer ! Nay, hope not ta 
escape me : we never moire must part You are my 
captive for life. And I, and all that I am, or have, is 
your's to eternity. 

As the people, within and without, were still in great 
commotion, the court appeared much alarmed : and the 
judge, and most of the gentry, made homeward, through 
a private door that opened into a back-a]|ley. But thw 
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feari were groundless ; for the crowd was wholly intent 
on another object, and impatiently waited for a sight ot 
my Arabella. 

As she walked forward, attendedby Mr. Longfield and 
ni3rself, tiiey made way for her on either hand ; and the 
atmosphere again rung with . shouts and acclamations. 
So sincere is the reaped that the populace pay to vir- 
tue ; and such is their exultation when innocence rises 
superior to oppression ! but when innocence and virtue 
are accompanied by beauty, their reverence grows al- 
most criminal, and approacnes to adoration. 

Thus we returned to Newgate, amidst the^ blesshigs, 
prayers, and praises, of a gelding multitude, who still 
respectnilly opened as Araoella advanced. The win- 
dows, on all sides, poured forth congratulations; and 
those through whom we had passed pressed forward 
for another sight, as though their eyes could not be sat- 
isfied with beholding. » 

Before we entered her late prison, ^my wife turned 
about, and curtsied, three or four times, to her numerous 
attendants, with an acknowledging grace and humility, 
that seemed oppressed by their ftivours. She then en- 
tered hastily, and running up stairs, she caught her child 
lirom the nurse-keeper. She held him some time in her 
arms ; her bosom gently heaved ; and the tears rolled, in 
silence, down her placid countenance. But on our 
approach, she turned suddenly into the bed-chamber, 
snut to the door, and continued there in privatefdr near 
an hour. , 

In the mean time, I sent out for a warm dinner and 
a bottle of wine, Mr. Longfield now told me, that he 
had often been tempted to introduce himself to us, dur- 
ing my wife's confinement; but he feared, that the dis- 
covery of any ao^uaintance or correspondence between 
us might prejudice Arabella upon her trial; and that, 
therefore, ne nad made use of the jittle strataj^em of the 
verses, which he had thrust under our door, m order to 
preserve us from a total depression of spirits. 
^ When the cloth was laid, I whispered gently, through 
the keyihole, to my Arabella ; and soon after she came 
forth, with a harmony and beatitude of motion and as- 
pect, as though she had instantly dropped from that hea- 
ven, which had wholly possessed her during her absence. 

At table, Mr. Longfield gave us some heads of his his- 
tory. He further told us, that after the death of his late 
lord, he had beeiilong out of emplosnnent, during which 
interval he had nearly consumed the whole of his wages ; 
but that Mr. ArchilMdd had recommended him to one 
Mr. Langton, for the tuition of his young son, and that 
he was to set out with the ftimily for th^ir country-seat 
next morning. 
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When Mr. Lonif field arooe tp t«ke hit left^ I iUiil 
ton guineas into hi9 hand, uid urged «is acxseptane^ qf 
them ; but he obstinately remsed, observing Uiat A9 WIM 
iingb and could sbiil well enough. 

After ^ia departure, with tender adieus i^nd ^ajm $Of 
Hnowledgmeotso^ our part, I discharge^ tQ« ln^^m* W^ 
Tf e took a coach honte. 

Arali«]ia was now at liberty W r^risH her old aoqimifH 
taQee« She was caresaed more than ^v^r \ and topic ui 
so muoh work, that she was oUiged to hire a girl |p al* 
tend the chilq. 

Thus we Uved) in a kind of Irugal affluence. A^^ic- 
fiPQ was no more. The remembrance pf distresfi pf 
poverty had vanished, as a dream. Our day^ moved upon 
down ; i^d joy and peace nightly prepared pur pillowi^ 

The very extraordinary providence, sp evi^pntly maoif 
fitted in the preservatiop of my wife, convinced me, eveii 
more than all my sufferings had qone, how little I waf 
deserving pf the' least pf God's mercies^ 

I took a pious turn. I eagerly applied for Airther in** 
^^ction, to those writhigs that baa lirought life and im<* 
mortality to light. I begf^n at the creation, anq proceedr 
pd with the deepest attention and delight Again, another 
l^stem of matter and morals, finother world and ai^pther 
God, presented themselves before me. But I s^al] npi 
here Retain you with an account Pf my new faith« as I 
may justly call it : for. though l always liad held myself, 
Vulgarly speaking, a Christian ; I found) en examination* 
that I had been wholly a stranger to the necessity, a9 
weU as beau^i pf the Christian dispensation ; needier 
had I felt a single ray of ita comfortipg induence. 

At length my wife waa seized wim aq fgue* which 
vrftfithen epidemical, it being the spring of theseiispn; | 
Immediately feed a physician, and a^r he had exhausts 
e4 the circle of the fi^^oMa meiHcfi towar^l a cure, the 
cUegs of the duieaee settled into a rheumatism thut princi<r 
palTy i^^tea her arme and hands, and thereby excluded 
ner from any earnings for herself or her infant 

I than determinea, if possible, to supply this 4e^ct by 
the din\ of my own industi^ ; and I oared not hoinr mean 
or humUiatinff mF occupation might be* provided X nuem 
win 9 little lawful and honest bread. 

Accordingly, as I rambled in search of such employ^ 
ment, I observed a porter attenqing be^e the dopr of a 
tavemi clad in an ordinary frock, with 9^ belt about his 
waist, and m apron before him« I thereupon went to 
Monmouth-street, and purchased an uniferm for Ute like 

Snrpose. I then passed through aeyeral streeta, ti)l I came 
1 9^ splendid tavern, where no porter was in waiting* I 
ft«pped over the way, where I deposited my former eonl 
mfa apoorHucketer-wonuLn, to whom I px<>mi9f^ ^WM 
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mMO nUUI^ for tlui trouble I gave her. I U^a drcn ii l 
in my porterly robes; and appljong to the chief drawert 
I promued him pait of my earnings^ provided he pat me 
into speedy empiojrment 

I had not stayed long, till I was despatched to a con« 
tiderable distance with a letter. I was afterwards sen^ 
on a variety of errands and messages; and by the close of 
the day, I had accumulated three shillings ; eizpeneie 
whereof I gave to the drawer. I then stepped in high 
triumph, to my Mend the Huckster-woman. I gave her 
two pence, reassumed my former garb, and left my 
weeds in liier custody. I returned home, with a eatisflu^ 
tion to which I had been a stranger for a longtime ; and 
I, that night, eat heartily, talked cheerfully, and wpi lit 
peace. 

I continued this occupation, during five anccessive 
days^ in one of which I earned to the amount of five 
ahuUngs. 

It is sure that lajdng personal pain and the social feel* 
ings apart human happiness does hot, in any way, de- 

Send 4>n the degrees or station or fortune, or on any ex- 
imal circumstance whatever. It is merely domestie ; tt 
is wholly embosomed, and cannot live nom home, f 
wadT now engaged in one of the lowest and leaist lucrativa 
employments of life; but a DiyinsFribnd wasathand^ 
of whose &vour I was confident I was content, 1 wai 
cheerful; and I felt a peace within that passed a]| th? 
understanding I should otherwise have had of happiheii^ 
though I had been in possession of the erownfrevenues. 

Late on the fiftti night of my new occupation, as I 
was on my return, and within a few doors ot my lodging % 
was seized and assulted by four men, who wer^ portdre 
as I found by the sequel; I struggled the best i couldk 
and got one of them under me: but the rest foU up<ni 
fne, and cuffed, kicked, and bruised me in a miserably 
manfier. Oho, they cried, you e^re a gentleman, and be 
damned; and yet thief as you ture, you must steal into 
our business, and glean away the few pen^ by whie^ 
we get our daily bread; but we'll cure you for carrying 
of burthens, we warrant you \ 

They would undoubtedly have mun^ered me, had I 
not feign^ mysdf ah'eady dead ; but observing that I htf 
without any stens of life, they made da in hai^. 

I rose as well as ^ was able, and holding by the rafla 
and wall, got with difficulty hopie, where, crav^iBg up 
fltaire, my wife l^elped to unaress me, and I went to veo; 

She then sent fot our old Bhysician, who ordered me 
some potions, with outward fomentationi| to assuage the 
eontumons. I was however seized that night with a viq? 
lent fover, which continued upjwi^rd of three weel^s, bt|| 
without any delirium; and withm another week, I vraa 
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aMe to sit up, though still very weak, and greatly ema* 
ciaticd 

The last of our stock, with the fruits of myJate employ- 
ment, were now nearly expended on doctor, druffs, and 
flo forth. Wherefore, 1 found it necessary to abridge our 
domestic charge as close as possible; and having sent 
our girl with a token for my porter's mibiliments, 1 gave 
them to her in lieu of what remained of her waees, and 
with the help of an additional shilling discharged her. 

I was now able to bear the light) and the windows 
were half opened; but how was 1 shocked on observing 
that my Arabella and my little Tommv were aa paU^ 
and as much fallen away as m3rself ! for Arabella had 
hidf starved her infiint, and almost wholly starved her^ 
self, in order to save sufficient for my sustenance during 
my illness ; yet she bore up with a sweet and smiling 
aemblance; and in her alone was realized all that ever 1 
have seen, of the boasted patience of stoicism, or of the 
power of Christianity in effecting a new nature. 

Within a little time, I was once more able -to walk 
about the room ; when on the day preceding that where- 
in our quarter's rent was to become due, Mrs. Jennett 
entered with a face wherein was prefieu^ whatever inso- 
lence, hardness of heart, or contempt of our wretdied 
aituatien could dictate. Mr. Clement, says she, if so be 
your name be Clement ; I suppose I am not to tell you, 
that to-morrow is quarterday. And yet, if seme people, 
Mr. Clement, can't afford to eat, I can't see how tbey can 
afford to pay rent, Mr. Clement; and so you know, 'tis 
every bit as comfortable to starve in jail, as in lodg- 
ings. But this is nothing to the purpose. I am, myself, 
but a poor woman, and no better than richer fcAka, Yet 
poor as I am, comparisons may be odious between some 
people and some people; and, then,, I don't come for 
charity ; I come for nothing but my own, and that, you 
know, is the least that will satisfy any body. If yon had 
any one else to befriend you, but myself, you might a' 
been put upon the parish before this. But as I was say- 
ing, Ican't be an only friend and all friends at once. 
And I must tell you that I hate ebjecte; for I have so 
much pity in my nature^ that it pains me to look at 'em: 
and aoove eUl, I can't abide 'em m my own house. And 
so, as I told you, Mr. Constable will be here in the morn- 
ing ; and he will shew you to lodgings that wUl fit you 
much better; and so Mn Clement and Mrs. Clement, if 
so be that your names be Clement, I wish you both a 
mighty good morning. And so away she went, without 
waiting an answer. 

As soon as she was gone, Hammy, says Arabella, our 
kind landlady puts me in mind of the wife of honest 
S^ocrates, whom ne took for the trial and exercise of his 
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patiencor Ahj how cringing was this woman ! how in- 
dolent is servihty when it attains any power! Rut what, 
I wondeT, is become of our friends the Misses Hodgins 1 I 
would have sent to enquire after them ; but I wds petted 
at their neglect 'of us, during our long illness, i will 
step there this minute, and borrow as much, at least, as 
win snatch my Hammy f^om the fangs of this fury. 

80 saying, weak as she was, she dressed herselfwith a 
cheerful air, and going, pleasantly repeated, Your ser- 
▼ant» Mr. Clement, if so be that your name be Clement, 
I wish you almighty good morning. 

She was not long abroad,* and on her return, I observ- 
ed a kind of heavenly radiance that seemed to beam 
through her countenance, ttom whence I prophesied all 
manner of haj^py success. But contmuing silent for some 
time; and looking eagerly at me, she sudcfenly threw her- 
i|elf mto mjr bosom, and-burst intotears. 

Ah ! Hammy, she cried, I had hopes I was very stout ; 
but frail nature, in spite of grace, confesses me a cdward. 
I thought I could have seen you perish with patience, 
with oelight, provided I saw a happy immortality be* 
fore you. But now that your suffenngs are at hand, I 
find them insupportable. I tremble also for your foith, 
lest it should not support you under the impending trial. 
Yes. Hammy, all is over. All is finished, my love) and 
the hand of <»ur God is in it. Our dear Misses Hodgins 
were not to blame; the eldest died suddenly, since we 
saw them; and the youngest is with a distant relation in 
the country. We have nothing further to hope, neither 
to fear from this world. Our God has shut us out by every 
door ; and will neither permit the friendship, the hu- 
manity, or charity of others, neither our own industry, 
or ingenuity, to yield us a morsel of bread ; to convince 
us that- we are his, and that all tilings are his ; that when 
he openeth his hand; there is plenty on «very side, but 
when he pleaseth to shut, there is no resource. What 
say you then, my husband 1 Are you willing to run this 
last short course! The prize is glorious, unspeakable, 
and lies within a very few paces of your grasp. You 
must rnn it, 'my husband, and your repuf[;nance would 
but serve to make it insufferable. But patience and cou- 
rage would give you strength to endure; and a little fur- 
ther conformity to the will of our Disposer would turn 
all the bitterness into delight Our time is done, our 
task is finished ^ we are Uready brought to nothing, that 
our all may be in God. 

Yes, I answered, it is evident firom a chain of succes- 
sive proofs. I see the hand of God in all that concerns 
us ; and I am pleased with any instances of his notice 
and attention, whatever his final purpose may be. I 
will no longer struggle with his omnipotence ; nor muke 
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my ignoranee a touiidiiw-lia^ fat hii u^liattoqied mvh 

ilnm. If to see you and our little innooent tbus fiunitlir 
ng faiy the bour ; if, in oontenAplating your wanto and 
magining your pains, I feel an anguish aboTe what death 
can give ; why, let it be ; rend, heart, into a thousand 
pieces r A period must at lenctl^ be put to our mifSnt 
mgs; and all, beyond, flhall oe peace, or what God 
pleases. But do youy Arabella, do you lead the way, my 
natroness, my director I I will eadeayour to keep the 
wigbtness of your example in view; that neither teva, 
nor hereafter, I may lose sight of her, without wMniy 
here or hereafter, I tninlc I cannot be happy. 

About nine, the next morning) our huaduuly entttnddf 
followed by two constables and two appraisers. Thus 
authorized, as she imagined, the first thmg she did was 
to search our pockets for money, but withbut effiaet ; as 
we had expended our last penny the day before, for bread. 
She, hoWaver, found my wife's case of scissors, and other 
implements for her business; and gathering up our boxes, 
linen, handkerchiefr, and a varied of articles, ifriiieh wa 
never had a notion of converting into money, she laid 
them all before the appraisers ; who, on frequent consul* 
tation, valued the same to four pounds nine shillings, my 
wife's gown included, being nine and thirty shdlings 
mors than we owed.^ But tois our honest landlady very 
prudently observed was scarce sufficient for costs and 
other damages, which she had suffered, or might have 
Buflfered, or might yet suffer on our accounts. 

Thus we were turned out, almost naked, to the mercy 
of the elements; O, how deeply degraded below the hirds 
of the air, the beasts of the forest, or even the worms of 
the sod, who rightfully claim sustenance from the earth, 
whereof they were bred, and have some hole apart where* 
to they may creep for shelter. 

The world indeed lay before us. it was widejind all* 
sufficient; and yet nofiiing to our purpose. We had 
neither art or part, concern or interest merein. It-was 
to us, as a harbour to tempest beaten mariners, who are 
shut out and driven thence, on suspicion of the plague; 

All hopeless, weak ^nd mint, we took 6\u vray, wa 
knew not whither; without home whereto we might 
travel, or point whereto we might steer. Wa eouldthmk 
of no one living, who would receive or acknowledge us ( 
and we seemed to have no way, save that ot hastening 
as feat as we could f^om the presence of mankind. 

Slow and tottering as we went^ my wife and I carried 
OUT little Tommy by turns ; and m the smoother places, 
he walked wi^ the help of our hands. Thus, with much 
toil and fatigue, we got out of London, and reposed otu^ 
selves on a bank thi|t lay a little off theeause*way. Hera 
wa found ounelves gieatly distresged with thhrst ; and 
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up agWt we ^^ade toward aaowU Itat thai gkoQ^ 
ide the road, wMre they had the charity to treat us 
with a (tfaiic^t of cold water. Witl^ this we were ^on- 
def^Uy refreshed and recruited; and, putting on a^aiUi 
pammy, aaya ipy Arabella, no conquerpr, on his trium- 
plial entjy into Rome, ever exulted as I do in your forti- 
pyle this day. And what signi^os it now, that it comes 
to the test! It is but to travel, my love, till we ean 
travel no further; and then we drop, fit apd ready, au4 
ripe for eternity. how sweet it is to perish W4th a 
patience that is pleased ; how fearl\il, hpw horrible^ to die 
atruggUng and lacking against the Almighty ! 

As we went gently along, still mutually supporting 
apd exhorting each other* I applied for alms, from time 
to time, to a number of passengers; but my Yoice apd 
address were so feebly importunate, or their attention waa 
|K> eugaged on distant and diflR»rent matters, that my 
oratorv returned as empty as it set out 

At lehflfth I met a poor beggar-man, with a wife and 
■even children toUowingiiiatrain. I looked athimwish- 
ftilly, and having civilly saluted him t entreated some 
littfe matter from his ba^ or his can* to keep my infant 
npm perishing on the highway. God*s mercy, master ! 
aaya toe chariteb)e mendicant, I am very sorry to see any 
Dody poorer than myself; but the truth is, that | have 




that it IS not two pounds for your sake. 

tn expectetion of the refreshment we should derive 
from this supply, we kept on at a creeping pace, till we 
came to a little ale-house, that stands about half a mile 
from this town* There we entered, and called for a pen- 
ny worth of bread and a pint of drink, with aome milk 
fa the child. While we aat to repose ourselves, the poor 
man of the house having eyed me with a kiud of earnest 
opmpa8sion« You look, said he, to be in much trouble ; 
but if your ibFouble is of a kind that may be eured, there 
if oi^e Mr* Fentoii at hand, whom God has placed in thia 
oountryi as the sun in heaven, to give pomfort to allwithr 
in his reach. 

My heart revived within me at these tidings, and was 
frurther propbetie of Muie happy revolution. Having 
finished our pint, and^laid up the remainder of our bread 
in store, we discharged our reciconuig* and set out on our 
laal stage* 

The prospect of speedy relief, and the possibility that 
it misnt not arrive too kite, gave us spirits beyond oar 
powers, and we pushed oi\, tiU we came nearly opposite 
ip tma house* though we dm not then know to w^om it 
belonged. Here, slackening our pacet we found ourielvaf 



168 THfi FOOL OP QUALITY. 

growing extreinelT>sick; whether it was that we were 
overpowered by tne late nourishment we had taken, or 
by a toil and fatigue that surpassed our abilities. 

Hammy, said my Arabella, God be praised! it is done, 
it is finished. I die, my Hammy ; but I would not die 
within tne gaze of public passengers. Help me into the 
field, if you are able, my love. I have no further use fbr 
charity now save that of laying my limbs, with decency, 
in the ground. 

She spoke, nor had I the power to aifswer. But over- 
come as I was by sickness and anguish, I exerted my- 
self to help her tnrough the turnstile ; and sitting down 
on the sod, I laid her head in my lap, where she fainted 
away. ^ And there we remained in the situation in which 
3rour charity found us. 

Fbtknd. — Your story of Clement, my friend, is truly 
interesting, and in some passages may lie edifying also. 
I have only to observe, that it is too long for an episode, 
ana that the character of j[our heroine-milliner is con- 
strained and unnatural: it is elevated above the fbrtitude 
and virtues of man himself, but quite out of the sight and 
soaring of any of her weak and silly sex. Had she been 
a princess, an empress, she could not have figured, in 
your history, with greater dignity. 

Author. — There lay my error^ Sir ; unhappily, I did 
not reflect, that royalty or station was necessary to 
Christian resignation and lowliness of temper. 

Fa. — ^Your drollery is more provoking than argumenta- 
tive, I must tell you, Sir. I was not speaking of the low- 
liness, but oLthe fortitude of your Arabella ; mdeed it ex- 
ceeds every thing that I have met in romance. Such an 
exaftation of female character is of evil influence among 
the sex ; each woman will be apt to arrogate some of the 
merit to herself; their vanity will be inflated, and they 
will rise, on tlie stilts of Arabella, to a presumptuous 
level with their 'natural lords and masters. Women, un- 
questionably, have thdir becoming qualities : in the bed^* 
chamber, kitchen, and nursery, they are useful to man , 
but beyond these, my friend, they lire quite out of the 
element of nature and common sense. 

AiTT. — I have sadly mistaken this whole aflfiair, it seemte 
I actually apprehended that woman might be admitted 
as a companion to man, and was intended, occasionaHy, 
to soften his temper and polish his manners. They have, 
at times, formed governors, legislators, and heroes. The 
great Pericles denved all the i>ower8 of his oratory, and 
the elegance of his taste, from the example and instruc- 
tions of the lovely Aspasia ; and the Gracchi also caught 
"the spirit of their eloquence, and the fire of their patriot- 
ism, nrom their mother Cornelia. 
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Fr. — ^Pshaw, the women you have mentioned were but 
as single luminariesi perhaps one in many centuri^, who 
shot away and shone out of their appointed spheres. 

AuT. — ^Mayhap, I can produce still better authority 
to prove to you, my friend, that woman was not merely 
intended to form and instruct us, to soften and polish the 
rudeness of our mass ; she was also appointed to native 
empire and dominion over man. 

•Fr. — By all means, my dear Sir ; I am quite impatient 
to be instructed in the policies and constitution of this 
your petticoat-government 

AuT. — Whenever you shall be pleased to turn over to 
t|ie third chapter of the first book of the prophet Esdras, 
you will there find it written to the following purpose. 

In the reign of Darius Hystaspes, successor to the 
grand Cyrus, (^whom you may have read of in romance) 
Darius made a great feast to all his princes and nobles, 
chief captahis, and governors of his hundred and twenty- 
sQven provinces. 

And at the feast, three young and i)rincely geniuses 
arose, and offered to dispute for preeminence before the 
great assembly. And the question turned on, What was 
Stronoest? And the first said Wine is strongest: and 
the second said, The King is strongest; and the third 
said WoMAir is strongest : And then the advocate for 
the Dottle thus began. 

O ye princes! bear me testimony, that wine gives and 
takes away according to its mightiness. It taxes away 
the strength and capacities of nature ; and gives powers, 
virtues, and talents of its own acquiring. 

It trips up the wrestler, and lays the giant low ; and 
bears the feeble and the fearfUl into the midst of the 
t>atUe. ~ . 

Wine is an opener of hearts, and a revealer of secrets. 
It raises hope into certainty, and gives jolhty and enjoy- 
ment in exchange for care. 

It unfolds tlie purse of the usurer, and enriches the 
needy ; and frees the prisoner from his chain, and the 
debtor from his obligation. 

It levels the rich and the poor, the high and the low, 
the king and the clown, to one temper and condition. It 
can set compaiiions, friends, and brothers at variance ; 
and cause rivals, competitors, and enemies, to embrace. 

Wine enlarges the narrow heart, and tliaws the frozen 
understanding : it instructs the ignorant in arts, and to 
the silent and illiterate gives phrase and elocution. 

It can elevate the peasant from a cottage to a throne ; 
for he who is drunk is as great as an emperor. 

O ye princes! what in nature can be stronger than 
that by which Ml the powers of nature are inverted or 
•urpas8e4 1 
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V And haTfng «o spoken, he iisM Mii 

Then arose the Advtdcftte^ fbt* kinjtr 
waTing hiB hand, tliui addtessed the t 

pnnces ! how short tad sickly ifl 
Wine ! it toasses liway as a vapour at 
tiecduiBd; it with disgnst, or remembe: 
But all power, that is stable or duraUc 
jes^. 

The king is but one niM ankbh^ a 1 
ty-seVen natibns of men ; yet he dVersi 
governs the whole. His are the hoUol 
str^gth of atl his people. 

The sun, Who fix>m on high looketh 
world, beholdeth not at once the exten 
tninibn. He mUst travel for the prot 
blu^ expanse of heaven, and leave tti 
involved in night, when his betai begi: 
feiloW-sUbjeetsin tile orient. 

For the king they plough, they sov 
and plant vineyards. For hiitt the stt 
intiuences upon earth, and the seasoi 
dur mbharch variety of production, 
ripen, the shrubs drop their balUi, f 
breathe their odours ; fdl winds blow in 
the four quarters of the world pay hii 
day. ^ 

If he bids to build, they build : and 
w^usle, the nations are made desolate, 
life and death, ruin tad restoration, at 
his lips. 

If ne Cries. War ! it is war; the ban 
let loose to the wind, and the sound t 
dies all men to battle. His hosts clot 
harness and range in terrible array ; ar 
to neigh and tear up the ground, and 1 
as distant thunders. They move ar 
widi^ as the eye can reach. The fbret 
mountain^ shake beneath them, and 
nor rivers impede the march of his arr 
pie into dust the fVuits ot the deld, 8 
the industrious, houses, vineyards, an 
the villages and towns smoke tad flai 

Yet none ask the king, Wherefore i 
ibre is war 1 for he stands exalted in ru 
in destruction; hisword is the bolt of 
and his will makes the appointment 
lAW. 

And having so said, he sat down ai 
l)f the whole lissetnbly. 

Lttrtly, blow and MusbfU!, tacMw the y 
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khe Filft ; iMd bd#ti}^ thHc^ ^trdtuid, bid lei &ui Wordligd 
Ibith tul ttife bMiilhihi? bf soft knusic 

GfM, D )>rinc6g! great is the stireiisth of Wiifs, And , 
Iniidi gtttoteit 18 the strength and glory bf MAJfe^rr. 
But yet thiAie is a PoWm that tempers and moderates, 
to wnidi rulers tfa^mdelTes i^aV delightAiI obedience. 

Man is as the rou^ and crud^ elemekit df earthy ah- 
ittoUifibd by the fluidity of wilter and light. Hei^en 
tlKet^fore flfeiit Wbvkv, gfentle. bright, and beantebus 
Wbmah, lb 8obthb> form, and iUtuniiie the rudeness of 
his mass. 

she bomels tt^ii mati iii the meekness bf W&t^r, and 
ih thfe brightness bf the morning beam ; she impercebti* 
bfy ihfWses Ibve and delight into him» and bids his affeb- 
tions go forth upon kindred and country. 

' tm planter who planted the viileyard, and the vint- 
ner who pressed the giiipe, were bbm bf Woman : And by 
\^man aiohe, thb subject and the eoV6)reigti receive ex- 
istence, with all that can make existence advilhtageous 
br d'^itable. 

Shb bHhgs man forth in his weakness, and she brings 
him Up toms strength : he is fostered in her bosom, he is 
nourished with her sUostance, and he imbibes iiite his 
being the sweetness ol humanity with the milk of his 
mother. 

Without woman, wh^e would be father or where 
would be child ? wiiere the relations, endearments, and 
eonnectioofi of kindred, the charities that bind the wide 
world tol^ether ihto one inclusive flimiiy, the great 
BAofitEititoob ot Mah. 

She com^s nbt aj^ainstyoU fn the hostility of weapons, 
or feariUlness bf pbwer. She comes in the comfort and 
mild light of beauty ; she looks abashed, and takes you 
captive ; she trembles, and you obey. Yet her's is the 
surest of all signiories on earth; for her dominioh is 
iEiWeet..and our subjection is voluntary, and a freedom 
flrom her yoke is what no man cbuld bear. 

There are nb forms of human goVeihment that can 
etempt us from her sway, no System of laws that can 
exclude her aUthoHty^ Do We hot study, toil, and sweat, 
and go forth in the darkUess, and put oUr foce to every 
danger, to Wiii ahd bring home tneasure and ornaments 
to our love ? Even the robbers -and savage spoilers of 
mankind grow tame to the civilizing prerogative of beauty.. 

If men iseek peace, it is to live m kindly society with 
Wbmim ', and if they s^ek war, it is to please her With the 
VeJ^brt and rehowti of their valour. 

IS^venthe highest and mightiest, the lord of lords and 
king bf kings, is caught fn thd fascihatibg net bf his 
Apirhe. I saw her seated by h^ side$ she look the 
crown from his bead, and gave it ntw lustre by the 
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beauty of her brow and the briehtness'of her tiMwea. 
saw ber chide him in her playmlncfls, and strike bin 
her petulance; yet he pressed the hand of her pleas 
presumption to his lips ; he gazed fondly and^ fixe 
on her : if she lauzhed, he lauehed also ; but if she 
fected displeasure, be spoke and looked submission, : 
was fain to plead and sue for reconcilement 

^ere ended the blooming .orator. The monarch i 
from his throne and gave loud applause, and the n 
resounded with the shouts and acclamations of the 
sembly. 

Wherefore it was decreed. ** by the laws of the M4 
and Persians,'^ that female beauty ought to govern 
world in meekness, and that men owed thereunto a 
untary obedience. 

Fr. — ^Pray, my good Sir, this same Esdras, is it am 
the canonical books 1 

AuT. — I cannot affirm that it is. But it is held as 
thentic, and very sacred, I assure you. 

Fr. — It is a pity that your system of female gov< 
ment should be apocryphal But, since you have 
proved their domuiion 10 be Jure divinoy permit m< 
retain my faith, and to go on with my story. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Mr. Clement, said Mr. Fenton, I am singularly ol 
ed and instructed by your story. The incidents of} 
life have been very extraordinary, and have been evid 
]y accompanied by the attention and commands < 
peculiar providence. The same providence is, undo 
edlv, with, and over all his worxs ; though we are 
willing to admit him in what we call common oc 
rences, and which^ we think, we can account for witt 
his interposition. But in the passages of your story 
see Omnipotence walking alon^ with you, step for si 
by sudden successes, by cidamities as sudden, compel 
you to attend to him : wrenching every other prop 
support from your aependehce, shutting every oi 
prospect and resource from your sight; and never 
saking you, in weal or in woe, till be had fully conv 
ed you of his fellowship and regard, and had reconc 
you to the bitterest of the dispensations of your Cres 

Your story, my dear friend, has been generally ( 
versant in middle, or low life ; and I observed that tl 
is scarce a circumstance in it, which might not have t 
pened to any body, on any d^ of the year. And 
in U)0 whole, I fina a cham of more surprising snd 
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fepting events, i&an I ever met with in history) or er^ 
romance. 

God, I see, has made use of very severe methods tp 
call you, and as I may say, to ' compel you tp come in. 
But cio you think, Mr. Clement, that any methods !|es^ 
severe would have been equally effectual? You mvt&jt 
admit they would not. And tiiis demonstrates to jq^ 
the difiiculty, and almost the impossibility of divorcing 
any man from that habit of thinking and acting^ whic^ 
he contiacts from the people wilh whom he is daily con- 
versJant. In a world of saints, a sinner must be a devil ; 
t>.ut in a world of sinners, the man who has grac^ to de- 
viate must be a saint indeed. 

Had I been in your situation, on the day in whic|i 
you say my charity relieved you, I should have thought 
myself very little beholden to that person, who would 
Lave plncked me back from my opening paradise, into a 
world of whose woes 1 had been so justly weary. No, 
no, my friend, I did you and your Arabella tlie worst 
office, as 1 think, that ye will ever receive. It was nqt 
to you that God intended any benetit, by restoring you 
to life ; it was to those, and I hope they are many in: 
number, who are to have the advantage of your example 
and instructions. It is an advantage of which 1 also 
propose to avail myself; and I request you, in behalf pf 
my little Harry in particular, to accept your first retainer 
from our hands. 

So saying, Mr. t'enton carelessly slid a purse of a 
hundred guineas into Clement's coat pocket, and hastily 
calling to know if sypper was ready, left the room with- 
out ceremony. 

In about an hour the cloth was laid, and Mr. Fenton 
ordered his family J,o be called togetlier. He had sel- 
dom seen Arabel a, and never had noticc.d her, for fear 
of adding to that confusion with which he saw her op- 
pressed at their first meeting. But now his senses were 
all open and alive for observation ; and on her entrance. 
he saluted her, as he would have received and saluted a 
descending seraph. 

She had not yet recovered her ftesh or her complexion; 
and MrvFentou for some time looked at her, in vain, tp 
discover those striking and irresistible beauties, to which 
lust had Allien a victim, and to which a whole people had 
borne joint testimony, by a voucher of public prostration 
and applause. But of all that Mr. Fenton had previous? 
ly thought necessary for producing such extraordinary 
and astonishing effects, he saw nothing but a sentiment 
of lowliness throughout ; a something m fape, in voice, 
and in motiop. that wa^ lovely, for no other reason, that 
he could find, bqt for its beiog quite imposeiblfi that it 
gbould not be belov6d« 

Vol. I. L 
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Awe, gratitude, veneration, and a depth of aelf-de^^ 
tMtsement, united to oppress the heart and spirits of Ara- 
bella ; and in the course of conversation, she frequently 
hesitated, and blushed exceedingly. 

Mr. Fenton, with his wonted delicacy, made haste to 
divest her of the weight under which she apparently la- 
boured. Madam, said he, with a diffident voice and 
downcast look on his own part, why this constraint, why 
all this blushing, my dear Mrs. Clement 1 indeed it is a 
compliment that we cannot deserve. 

An, Sir, cried Mrs. Clement, it is a compliment, which 
I would very gadly spare, if I could help it. But, I 
must be a very guilty body to be sure ; and my fkults I 
find must be very much my enemies, when they are 
ready to fly in my face every moment. 

Why, Airs. Clement, said Mr. Fenton, do you hold 
blushing to be any evidence of guilt 1 Certainly, Sir, said 
Arabella^ it can be nothing but a consciousness of some- 
what amiss, that ought to give shame to any sensible 
person. Mr. Serjeant Clement, cried Mr. Fenton, pray, 
what is your judgment on the case in hand ? 

In truth, Sir, said Clement, it is a case to which I am 
not prepared to plead. I have, indeed, he^rd many and 
various 4)pinions on the subject, though generally coin- 
ciding with that of my Arabella. And more particular- 
ly in conversations of ribald entendre, I have heard it 
affirmed, that th^ blushing of a woman is a sure proof of 
her understanding much more than became her. 

Hold there, cried Mr. Fenton, the mere understanding 
of good or evil can no more be a fault in the creature than 
in the Creator ; the essence of guilt bears no reference to 
knowledge, but consists in the approbation of evil alone; 
A woman therefore, who blushes at what she disapproves, 
blushes not for her own, but for the faults of her rude 
and ill-mannered company, who have not the' grace^ to 
blush for themselves. 

When I speak here of blushing, I would not be under- 
stood, by any means, to include the flushing of desire, or 
the reddenings of an^er, or any such Hke turbulent and 
irregular emotions. I mean no other than that ready ex- 
pression of shame, which, as oux^ Arabella sweetly hinted 
lUst now, arises from an apprehension of something being 
amiss in ourselves, or others. But who or What is it that 
apprehends, in this case ? Is it guilt that is aflraid or 
ashamed of guilt 1 No surely. It is* virtue alone, that 
can fear or be ashamed of the neighbourhood of its ad- 
▼ersary. 

I will take an instance from a person who is actually 
euilty of something very enonr.ous; and who blushes, on 
his being questioned or suspected of the transgression. 
Hit blUBDiog here demonstrates Ida seiudbiUty; and bis 
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sensibility demonstrates some principal witiiin him, that 
disapproved and reproached him for what he had com- 
mitted. And so long as this spark of principle remains 
nnquenched in the bosom ; so long as thC' wicked them- 
selves can feel compunction, and be ashamed of wicked- 
ness ; so long their recovery is not to be despaired of. 

It is, therefore, Irom the fountain of virtue alone, that 
this flush of shamefacedness can possibly flow ; and a 
delicacy of compunction, on such occasions, is as a sen- 
sitive plant of virtue in the soul, that feels, shrinks, and 
is alarmed on the slightest apprehension of approaching 
evil. 

Well, Sir, said Arabella, allowing all that you have ad- 
vanced in behalf of blushes, (and that is doing them more 
favour than I fear they deserve) can it amount to more 
than this, that, however faulty they may bef they still have 
goodness enough to acknowledge their guilt ; or in other 
words, that they have the justice to be ashamed of them- 
selves 1 

Yes, Madam, said Mr. Fenton, it amounts to much 
more, and you know that it does. But you are a wick- 
ed little sophister, and deserve to be punished, by our 
yielding to you the cause that you have undertaken 
against yourself. 

When I observed that nothing but virtue could unde- 
signedly express a disapprobation of vice, I ought fur- 
ther to have observed, that the greater and the purer, the 
more excellent and more vivid that this virtue is, the 
more apt it will be to take alarm at tlie bare apprehen- 
sion of having said or done, or of being suspected to have 
said, or done, or thought of any thing amiss, or contrary 
to its own nature. 

As far as a guilty person loves and is reconciled to 
guilt, it becomes a part of himself, and he cannot blush 
at it But goodness will blush in a closet, in a desert, in 
darkness, on fearing it was in danger to have said or 
done any thing unbecoming or disgustful to its own sen- 
sibilities : for a delicate virtue is like a delicate chastity, 
that will blush to have been seen, or even suspected to 
have been seen within the suburbs of Drury. 

But again, where such a delicate virtue is accompa- 
nied by lowliness, there needs not any thin^ amiss, nor 
the slightest apprehension of any thing amiss, to excite 
this sweet confusion in the soul and in the countenance. 
Humility vrill blush to be found in the presence of those 
whom it reveres; it will blush to be thought of, either 
too meanly or too highly, by those whose favourable 
opinion it wishes to merit. 

This graceful effusion of a virtuous and humble heart 
is, as I once hinted, the highest, and generally the most 
grateful compliment tbftt a person can pay to the com- 
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; SB it ifl an expresaion of deference, and a compa-* 

re acknowledgment of superior merit . But it is 

peculiarly amiable in your sex, Mrs. Clement ; it 

lat shamefacedness so grateful to God and man. and 

in scripture, is called the most becoming clothing, 

best ornament of a woman. 

fHowever, my dear child, as this emotion is generally 

Bended with some little matter of pain ; the present 

'impany are too much your friends, to receive any kind 

r pleasure from a compliment as unmerited as it is 

fholly unnecessary. And, in truth, there is but one 

)iing that I can thmk of, for which Mrs. Clement ought 

blush. 

.. Pray, Sir, dont hold me in pain, what is it, I beseech 

"youl It is for being a reproach almost to her whole 

•ex. 

Ah, Sir, cried Arabella, rising, smiling, and blusliing, 
and curtsying down to the ground ; excuse mc if I dont 
stay to hear myselt so abused ; and, turning away, she 
swam and disappeared in an instant. 

As soon as slie was gonej Clement toolt his purse oi 
a hundred guineas. And pray, Sir, said he, what shall I 
do with all this money '! O, as for that matter, said Mr. 
Fentou, I know people not half so ingenious as you are, 
who could quickly contrive to get rid of a much largei 
sum. Lay it out in decent clothing for yourself and 
your Arabella, and I will find some way to have you re- 
imbursed. In short, Hammcl, I cannot think of partii 
with you if my fortune may serve for a sufficient cemei 
I will pay you two hundred guineas yearly, while y( 
stay with me ; and I will settle on you one thousi ^ 
pounds, in case of my mortality, to put you into*i 
little station of independence. 

Sir, Sir, cried Clement, hesitatingly, you oppress 
you — Hush, hush, said Mr. Feiiton, putting his han* 
his mouth, no compliments, my dear friend. It is; 
your thauKs but your services tnat I want ; and you 
readily make them more than an equivalent to such 
ters. I value the instilling of a single principle of ^ 
ness or honour into the mind ot my dear Harry, be] 
all the wealth that the Indies can remit Ah, Hat 
why was not that brat of yours a girl instead of a,' 
She might one day have been the wife of my pr 
Harry; and I might then have had some of the d| 
this wonderful Arabella. 

But, Hamray, continued Mr< Fenton, I wo 
have you, through any zeal or attachment to m 
of pushing my boy into learning of the langu 
yond his own pleasure. I^ither would I^ have 
press or perplex his infant-mind with the deep 
xiouM parts of our holy religion. First, be it 
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to inatnict him in morality ^ and let the law t$recede tiie 
gospel, for such wad the eaacatioQ which God apj^nted 
for ttie world; Give him, by familiar and historical in- 
stances, an early impression of the shortness of human 
lii^, and of the nature of the world in which he is pladed* 
Let him learn from this day forward, to distin^ish be- 
tween natural and imaginary wants ; and that nothing 
' is estimable, or ought to be desirable, but so fkr as ft 
is necessary or useful to man, Ins^truct my darling, 
daily and hourly, if possible, in a preference of manners 
and things that bear an intrinsic value, to those that re- 
ceive' their value and currency from the arbitrary and 
fickle stamp of fashion. Show him also, my Hammel, 
that the same toils and sufferings, the same poverty and 
peiin, from which people now ny as they would from a 
plague^ were once the desite of hetoeis, and tile fashioii 
of nations ; and that thousands of patriots, df captaiQeU 
and philosophers^ through a love or their country of oi 
glory, of applause during life, or distinction after death, 
naverejected Wealth and pleasure, embraced want and 
hardship, and suffered more from a voluntary mortifica- 
tion and self-denial, than our church deems to require, 
in these days, for the conquest of a sensual world into 
which we are fallen, and for entitling us to a crown in 
the kii^om of eternity. 

So sajring, Mr. Fenton got up from table, and observ- 
ing that it was late, wished Clement a good night. 

Our hero was now eight years of age ; and weekly and 
daily continued to be exercised in feats of hodily prow- 
ess and agility ; and in acts of mental benevolence, and 
service to mainkintl. 

Mr. Fenton had, already, provided his favourite with 
a dancing-master, the most approved for skill in his pro- 
fession ; as also, with ft noted fencing-master, who far- 
ther taught him the noble sciences of the cudgel and 
quarter-sita£ He was now on the search for the most 

order to 

)rmsing, of 

short time, 

prcteuredfUie person 'desired^ he purcheused for his Harry 
a; small but beautiful Spanish jenne, that was perfectly 
dressed as they called it, or rid to the menage, and once 
in every week or fortnight, he accompanied his darling 
to the riding^house in -Ishngton, where he saw him in- 
structed in all the arts and elegancies of horsemanship. 

Thus Harry had his httie hands as full of business as 
they could Jiold. But he was naturally of an active and 
viVid disposition ; and time unemployed, lay upon him 
as the heaviest and most irksome of all burdens. He. 
therefore, proceeded from his book to his exefrcises, and 
from one exercise to another^ as an epicure does i^ong 
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funong a nttmber of dishes, where variety of the seasoiu 
ing excites in him a new appetite for each.^ 

On a day while Mr. Fenton was abroad, Ned, who 
would not willingly have exchanged his unluckiness for 
the heirship of an estate, happened to take a little ramble 
through the town. He held a stick, to the end of which 
he had a long ferule of hollow tin, which he could take 
off at pleasure ; and from the extremity of the ferule, 
there arose a small collateral pipe, in an angle of about 
forty-five degrees. He had filled this ferule with puddle- 
water ; which by sudden pressure of the stick, he could 
squirt out, to double the height of his own staUire. 

On his return he saw an elderly gentleman advanc- 
ing, whosie shadow being lengthened by the declining 
sun, attended with a slow anastatelv motion. As Ned 
approached, he-exdaimed. with a well counterfeited fear. 
Look, look ! What's that oehind you ? take care of^your- 
self, Sir, for Heaven's sake, take care ! 

The gentleman, alarmed hereat, instantly started, 
turned pale, and looked terrified behind him, and on 
either side ; when Ned, recovering his countenance, said, 
« O, Sir, I beg pardon, I believe it is nothing but your 
shadow. What sirrah, cried the gentleman, in a tone 
highly exasperated, have you learned no better manners 
than to banter your superiors *! and then, lifting a cane 
switch, he gave our merry companion a few smart strokes 

across the shoulders. 

* 

FRi£iri). — This, I presume, must be some very re- 
spectable personeige, some extraordinary fiivourite of 
yours ; since within a few hues, you style him, three or 
four times, by your " most venerable of all titles, the titie 
of a Gentleman." 

Author. — Sir, I would not hold three words of con- 
versation with any man, who did not deserve the appli- 
cation of Gentleman, by many degrees better than this 
man does. 

Fr. — Why then do you write or speak with such ac- 
knowledged impropriety 1 

AuT. — I think for myself, but I speak for the people. 
I may think as I please, fur I understand my own 
thoughts; but, would I be understood when I speak to 
others also, I must speak with the people ; I must speak 
in common terms, according to their common or gene- 
ral acceptation. 

There is no term, in our language, mere common than 
that of gentleman ; and whenever it is heard, all agree in 
the general idea of a man some way elevated above the 
vulgar. Yet, perhaps no two Uving are precisely agreed 
respecting the qualities they think requisite «for constitu- 
ting this character, When we hear the epithets of a 
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*' fine Gentleman, a pretty Gentleman, much of a Gen<' 
tleman, Gentleman-uke, something of a Gentleman, 
nothing of a Gentleman, *' and so forth ; all these differ- 
ent appellations must intend a peculiarity annexed to 
the ideas of those who express them ; though no two of 
them, as I said, may agree in the constituent qualities 
of the character they have formed in their own mind. 

There have been ladies who deemed a bagwig, tassel'd 
waistcoat, new-fashioned snuff-box, and sword knot, 
very capital ingredients in the composition of — a Gentle- 
man, ■ - 

A certain easy impudence acquired by low people, by 
being casually conversant in high life, has passed a man ^ 
current thro' many companies for — a Gentleman. 

In the country a laced hat and long whip make — a 
Gentleman. 

In taverns and in brothels, he who is the most of a 
bully is the most of — a Gentleman. 

With heralds, every esquire is indisputaUy — a Gen- 
tleman. 

And the hii^hwa^rman in his manner of taking your 
purse ; and your friend, in his manner of debauching , 
your wife ; may however be allowed to have — much of 
the Grentleman. 

Fa.- — As you say, my friend, our ideas of this matter 
are very various and adverse. In our own minds, per- 
haps, they are also indeterrained , and I question if any 
man has formed, to himself, a conception of this chanie- 
ter with sufficient precision. Pray — was there any such 
character among toe philosophers 1 

AuT. — Plato, among the philosophers, was " the most 
of a man of foshion ;'* and tnerefore allowed, at the Court 
of Syracuse, to be^the most of a Gentleman. 

But seriously, I apprehend that this character is pretty 
much upon the modern. In all ancient or dead lan- 
guages, we have no term any way adequate, whereby 
we may express it In the habits, manners, and cha- 
racters of old Sparta and old Rome, we find an antipathy • 
to all the elements of modem gentility. Among those 
rude and unpolished people, you read of philosophers, 
of orators, patriots, heroes, and demigods, but you never 
hear of any character so elegant as that of— a pretty 
Gentleman. 

When those nations, however, became refined into 
what their ancestors would have called corruption; when 
luxury introduced, and fashion gave a sanction to cer- 
tain sciences, which Cynics would have branded with 
the ill-mannered appellations of debauchery, drunken- 
ness, whoredom, gambling, cheating, lying, &c. the prac- 
tittoners assumed the new title of Gentlemen, till such 
^ Gentlemen became as plenteoi48 ^9 stioiro tci ih^XBcAfis^^ 
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r, md lo6t distinctioii merely by the conflaence of 

Wherefor, as the said qualities were found to be of 
reftdy acquisition, and of easy descent to the poptilace 
from their betters, ambition judged it necessary to aad 
ftirth^r marks andcriterions for severing the general herd 
ftoth thfe nobler species— of Gentlemen. 

Accordingly, if the commbnalty were observed to havd 
a propensity to religion, their superiors affected a disdain 
or stich vulgar prejudices; and a freedom that cast off the 
restraints of morality, send a courage that spurned at the 
fear of a God, were accounted the distinguishing charac- 
't^stics of — a Gentleman. 

If the poptilace, as in China, were industrious and in- 
genious, the grander, by the length of their nails and 
the cramping of their limbs, gave evidence that true dig- 
nity was above labour or utility, and that to be born to 
nb ehd wis thfr prerogative of — a Gentleman. 
' If the common sort, by their conduct, declare a re- 
spect for the iilstitiltions of civil society and good go- 
vernment, their betters despise such pusillanimous con<- 
formity; and the magistrates pay becoming regard to the 
distinction, and allow of the superior liberties and privi- 
leges of — a Gentleman. 

if the lower set show a sense of common honesty and 
common order, those who would figure in the world 
think it incumbent to demonstrate, that complaisance to 
injj^idrs, common manners, common equity, or any 
thing common^ is quite beneath the attention or sphere 
of — a Gentleman. 

Now, as underlings are ever ambitious o^ imitating 
and usurping the manners of their superiors, and as this 
state of mortality is incident to perpetual change and 
revolution ; it may happen, that when the populace, by 
encroa)ching on the province of gentility, have arrived to 
their ne plus ultra of insolence, debauchery, irreUgioii, 
&c. the gentry, in order to be again distinguished, may 
assume the station that their inferiors had forsaken, and 
however ridiculous the supposition may appear at pre- 
sent, humanity, equity, utility, complaisance and piety, 
may in time come to be the distinguishing characteristics 
of — a Gentleman^ 

t'R. — From what you have said it appears, that the 
most general idea which people have formed of a Gen- 
tleman, is thiat.of a person of fortune, above the vulf^ar, 
and embellished by manners that are fashionable in hi^h 
life. In this case, fortune andjEishion are the two constit- 
uent ingredients in the composition of inodem Gentlemen; 
for, Whatever the fashion may be, whether moral or im- 
moriu, for or against reason, right or wrong, it is equally 
i^ duty of a Gentleman to conform. 
Atrt, — And yet, I appTebeud, tSaai Vtvjkft eentility is 
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altogether independent of fortune or fashion, of time, 
customs, or opinions of any kind. The very sameqUidi- 
ties that constituted a Gentleman in the first age of the 
world, are permanently, invariably, and indispensably 
necessary to the constitution of the same character to the 
end of time. 

Fr. — By what you say, t perceive that we have not 
yet touched on your most re vera ble of all characters. I 
am quite impatient to hear your definition, or rather de- 
scription of your favourite Gentleman. 

AuT.-^The very firsttime you tire, I will indulge you, 
if you desire it 



CHAPTER X. 

Ned was not of a temper to endure much, without at- 
tempting at retaliation ; and directing the pipe of his 
ferule to the front of his adversary, he suddenly dis- 
charged the full contents in his eyes and face, and upon 
his clothing : and strait taking to his heels, he hopea to 
get in at the door, Ibefore the strange could clear his 
sight to take notice where he sheltered. 

Ned however happened, at this time, to. be somewhat 
over-sanguine in his expectations. Mr. Snarle, for that 
was the name of the party bespattered, had just cleared 
one eye, in season, to remark where his enemy entereik; 
and hastening home, he washed, undressed and shifted 
his linen and clothes, with less passion and fewer curses 
by the half, than he conceived to be due to so outrageous 
an insult 

Mr. Snarle had himself been a humourist in his time, 
and had acquired a pretty competence by very fashiona- 
ble means ; such as gambling, bearing testimony for a 
friend in distress, procuring intelligence for the ministry, 
and wenches for the peerasre. He had, some vears ago, 
been bullied into marriage bj^he relations of a young 
termagant, while he attemptea to take such a sample of 
her charms as might enable him to recommend her to an 
acquaintance of quality. She was neither gentle by 
nature, nor polished by education ; she liked nothing 
of her husband except his fortune; and they lived to- 
gether in a state of perpetual altercation, and mutual 
disgust 

Old age, and a quarrelsome companion for life, s^dom 
happen to be sweeteners of the human temper i and 
Mr. Snarle 'had now acquired such a quantum of the 
infirmities both of body and mind, as might justly apolo- 
gise for a peevish disposition. He had lately taken a 
hsndBome house on the hill for the b^efit oC %iis« ^^ 
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soon as he had reclaimed himself from the pickle into 
which Ned had put him, he sent to enquire the name 
and character of the owner of that house where he had 
taken refiiffe ; and being sufficiently apprised of what 
he wanted to know, he walked toward Mr. Fenton*s» 
hastening bis pace with the spirit and expectation of 
revenge. 

Mr. Fenton had arrived but a little before, and desir- 
ing to know Mr. Snarle's commands, he was informed, 
in terms the most aggravated and inveterate, of the 
whole courso and history of Ned's misbehaviour. The 
delinquent thereupon was called up to instant trial. He 
honestly confessed the facts, but pleaded, in mitigation, 
the beating that Mr. Snarle had already given him : but 
as Mr. Fenton did not judge this sufficient to reform the 
natural petulence of a disposition, Uiat otherwise was 
not void of merit ; a rod was immediately brought, and 
Andrew was ordered^o horse, and Frank to flog the 
criminal in presence of the party aggrieved. 

During this operation; Mr. Snarle observed that Frank's 
hand did not altogether answer to the benevolence of 
his own heart; whereupon he furiously snatched the rod 
from him. and began to lay at Ned with might and main. 
Hereat Mr. Fenton ordered Andrew to let the boy down, 
and oBterving that he would no fUrther interfere in a 
cause where the appellant assumed judgment and exe- 
cution to himself, he carelessly turned his back upon Mr. 
Snarle, and left him to cool his passions by his evening's 
walk homeward. 

Poior Ned was more afhud of Mr. Fenton 's displeasure, 
than he would have been .of a full brother to Uie whip- 
ping he had got. But Mr. Fenton was too generous to 
add the severity of his own countenance to the weight 
of Frank's hand, and Ned was quickly reinstated in the 
good graces of the fieimi^y. 

His genius however returned, with an involuntary 
bent, toward obtaining satisfaction for the injuries he 
had received from Mr. Snffle, provided he might retaliate « 
without fear of detection ; and he was not. slow in con- 
triving very adequate means. 

There was a Villager in Hampstead, about ten years 
of age, who had conceived an uncommon kindness for 
Ned on account of his sprightliness, his wit and good 
humour. To this condoling firiend he had imparted his 
grievances ; and on him alone he dei)ended for execution 
of the project proposed for redress. 

On^a certain moonless night th^ mustered four tame * 
cats, and having bound some feuze round three or four 
inches of the extremity of each of . their tails, they lodg- 
ed thpm together in a oag ; and somewhat after supper- 
time, when all the towu was silent, they marched sofUy 
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and cautiously to the house of Mr. Snarle. There Ned's 
friend, with his knife* dexterously picked away the 
putt^ from a pane of the window of a side-chamber, 
where no light appeared ; and haying put fire to the 
feuze of each tail successively, they slipped their cats, 
one by one, in at the window ; and again having pegged 
the pane into its place, they withdrew to a little distance 
to watch the issue. 

The poor cats remained silent, and universally inof- 
fensive, while they felt no damage. But as soon as thiB 
flre had seized on their tails, they began to speak to you 
in a language wholly peculiar, as one would think, to 
sentiments and sounds of diabolical Intention. 

Mr. and Mrs. Snarle had been jangling over the fire 
in an opposite parlour, when their dispute was sud- 
denly settled by this outcry, as they imagined, of a 
legion of inibmals. They instantly started up, and cast 
a countenance of pale and conTtigious panic at each 
other. But George the footman, a strong and bold fel- 
low, having just before entered on some business to his 
master, turned and run to the chamber from whence the 
peal came. He threw open the door with his wonted 
mtrepidity ; but this was as tar as mortal courage could 
go : ibr the cats spying a passage whereby, as thev con- 
ceived, they might fly fi'om their pain, rushed suddenly 
and jointly on the race and breast of George, and back 
he fell with aery of terror and desperafron. On however 
weiit the cats, and flying into the parlour, one fastened 
a claw in each cheeK of Mr. Snarle: and as his -lady 
screamed out and clapt her hands before her face, another 
fastened with tour fangs on her best Brussels head, and 
rent and tore away after a lamentable manner. 

The chamber-maid and cook hearing the uproar from 
the kitchen, were afraid to ascend, and still more afraid 
to stay below alone ; they therefore crept softly and 
trembling up stairs. The torture the cats were in did 
not permit them to be attached to any single object. — 
They had quitted Mr. and Mrs. Snarle, and now flew 
about the parlour, smashing, dashing, and overturning 
piers, glasses and china, and whatever came in their way, 
as though it had been the very palace of Pandemonium 
itself. 

Xreorge was again on his legs: his master and mis- 
tress had eloped from the parlour, and met the two 
maids in the middle of the entry. They concluded nem 
con, to get as speedily as they might from tlie ministers 
# of darkness, and would willingly have escaped by the 
street-door; but alas! this was not possible; one of the 
devils guarded the pass, and clinging to the great lock 
with all his talons, growled and yelled in the dialect of 
twenty of the damned. The stairs however r«.\fiis^cs^R^ 
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operif and up they wonM have rushed, but were so eHi^ 
feeMed by tneir fright, that it could not be done in the 
way of a ra<5e. * 

' As they mounted by the help of the walls and the 
bannisters, says MVs. Snarle to her mate, in a languid and 
soft voice, My dear and my jewel, it is all along of you 
that I' am thus haunted ; your old friend, I find, makes 
no distinction of persons; and when he comes to take 
you home, as come be wOI, 'tis twenty to one but hetalces 
me for company. Indeed, my angel, cries Mf. Snarle, 
in atone of like complacence, I should much ra^er he 
would be pleased to take me single, Wherever it may be 
his good pleasure to* carry me [ for I know of nothing 
that I have done so heinous neither, to have one dam&ia- . 
tion heaped on the top of the other. 

Having scaled as tar as the dining-room, they all en- 
tered and bolted the door, and Mr. Snarle, opening a 
window, saw a large pGaae of neighbours who nad gatii- 
ered below. What is the matter. Sir, cried one of them, 
what is the meaning of this horrible uproar and din? one 
would think that hell was empty, and that all its inlmm- 
tants were come to keep carnival in your house. 

O, a ladder, a ladder, cries Mr. Snarle, deliver us, good 
people, good Christian people,- a ladder, we beseech ye, 
a ladder, a Jaddet ! that indeed, cries a wag, is the nst 
good turn an honest fellow has occasion for. 

The ladder was soon brought, and this panio-striclren 
family were helped down, and charitably conducted to 
the great inn of St. George and the Dragon ; where, with 
the help of sack-whey, warm beds, and their remaining 
terrors, they got a hearty sweat, and were somewhat 
composed by ten o'clock next morning. They then got 
up, and having breakfasted on a pot of milled chocolate, 
they hurried to London, without adventuring to send to 
the haunted mansion for any change of clotnes or linen ; 
for they would raUier have put on garments that had 
been dipt in the blood of Nessus, than naye touched any 
thing in a bouse of which, with (be Aimiture, plate, 
bedding, and other appurtenances, the devil, as they 
conceived, had taken legal and ftiU possession. 

In truth, there was scarce an inhabitant of the whole 
town of Hampstead who differed in opinion on this hettd; 
insomuch that, as day after day began gradually to shut 
in, all people who had occasion to pass by the dwelling 
of Ihe late ejected Mr. Snarle, kepit more and more aloof 
to the opposite side of the way, in proportion as their 
apprehensions increased with the darkness. And all 
things in the house remained as safe fh>m depredation 
as though they had been guarded by a regiment of 
dragoons. 

Imaginary bowlings werehetod by the Qeighboarhood^ 
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and still continued to isBue from thence night by night, 
and it was as firmly believed, as it was currently report- 
ed, that while Mr. Snarle made his escape through the 
window, Satin clawed off a collop from his posteriors, 
in earnest of his carcass in remainder on a further day. 

Thecals, in the mean time, lived plentifully and at 
free cost on the cold meats which tbey round in the kitch- 
en and larder ; and as the anguish of their tails was 
now no more remembered, they kept undisturbed posses- 
sion of their new acquisition ; so that during theit resi- 
dence not even a mouse was stirring. 

In about a week after Mr. Snarle^s departure for Lon- 
don, he sent an undertaker, and a fnend on whom he 
dex>ended, with authority to enter the haunted house, to 
take an inventory of all the effects, and to sell them to 
the inhabitants by public auction. They accordingly 
borrowed a ladder, and got in at the same window by 
which the family got out. 

Thev found all quiet, and stepping somewtot timor- 
ously down sGairs, they opened the street and back doors 
and parlour windows, and then prevailed upon two or 
three reputable neighoours to enter aad witness the in- 
ventory they were going to take. 
^ The cats, in the meantime, finding all late impedi- 
ments and embargoes removed, sdunk silently and un- 
jierceived away, and retreated i^ excellent plight to their 
respective habitations ; though Gammar Gruff and Goody 
Gurton gave many a curse to the rats who had so flayed 
and mauled the tails of tkeir tabbies. 

The inventory being: ended, public notice was given 
throughout the town of the sale, to begin precisely at 
ten the following morning. At the nour appointed, 
there was scarce a living animal left to continue the 
possessidn of any house in Hampstead. All crowded to 
see the goods and chattels of the devil sold according to 
law. The auctioneer mounted his oratorial eminence, 
and pranced and paraded for half an hour, like the sign 
of the Flying horse in Holborn, without proceeding a 
footon the business on which he came. Sir, madam, good 
intelligent people, observe, observe, I say, yon iable!-^ 
what a beauty, what an admirable curiosity is tb«re ! 
that table, gentlemen and ladies, is all of virginvyew, 
taken pure and undefiled from its native forest. '^Iiere's 
a complexion, there's a polish ! it is a looking-glass in 
which the favourite Sultana, or daughter of tJie Grand 
Seigfnor, might behold every charm reflected with advanr 
tage. Note the variety of its tints, tlie luxuriance of 
its veinings ; how prodigal nature has been, in exi>ending 
on this favourite piece of vegetation suctx a number of 
exceUendes, such a profusion of beauties ! Neither has 
art ftUen atort of the graces and pexiecUoiu of XMtwe 
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herein. Mfirk thd taste, the manner, the moulding how 
jointed and fVamed ti^ether, as one organized body. — 
The operator, no doubt, took a pleasure, by his workman- 
ship, to rival the beauties of the subject on which he 
wrought — I «et. it up at five guineas — What is five 
guitieas, my frien'U? — Not the half of what ve will bid 
at the second word- — and what is five times five guineas 
to the intrinsic valueT — The curious indeed have nothing 
so rare in their cabinetti. Neither ever had prince Ar- 
thur, or any of the knights of the famous round-table, 
the honour of sitting round such a table as this. Gen- 
tlemen — Ladies — Who bids? — You think the merit's 
above price, and that may discourage you — bid some- 
thing — bid any thing — It ia the first article of sale — I 
will make a kind of present of it — I set it up at five 
shillings — I set it up at five p«?nce — What the devil -is 
come over ye, neighbours 1— ^have money and common 
sense quitted the world together. 

Ay. tiy, thought all present, the devil, the devil! that 
is the case indeed^ and thus our orator might have been 
preaching, li.ke St. Anthony to the fishes, till the day of 
doom, before any of his dumb auditors would have re- 
turned a word oi' answer. 

The fact is, that ."vs the devil was a personage, however 
respectable, with wlh-^m the well-meaning inhabitants of 
this ancient village dicT not choose to have any manner 
of dealings; neither desired to go snacks in matters Of 
property, with beings whoiD they held much wiser than 
themselves; and of whose honesty they had but a very 
slender opinion; these agents of Mr. Snarle were obliged 
to return, just as rich as they can>e, their reckoning de- 
ducted ; and Mr. Snarle soon founi himself under the 
necessity of disposing of tho8e,his quc^'tionable commodi- 
ties, at less than half value to some London-undertakers. 
But what he lost, in point of property, he gained in mat- 
ter of morals ; for he grew extremely cautious of adding 
to the measure of his former iniquities, for fear of another 
visit from his recent guce^. 

As Mr. Fenton could not but be frequently apprised of 
^^be§e prodigies and alarms that kept all Hampstead 
w.^king, and nightly grouped every family into a single 
roo.'y ; he compared, in his own mind, the discomfiture 
and I'mnishment of the unfortunate Snarle, with thecir- 
cumstaw<''^s of the provocation which Ned had received; 
he fouru^ that all answered, as well in point of time, as 
to Ned's natural unluckiness and talents of invention ; 
yet he cou Id scarce conceive how a child, little more 
than eight y^^ars of age, should be capable of contriving 
mischief^, so i?)rmidable in the execution, and so exten- 
sive in their conapquences. Now Ned was so happy, 
on tiii9 fflpgular i>^c»Bion, that nothing tnuifpired; wneif* 
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tore, as Mf« Fenton could produce no manner of proof, 
he was too delicate to ask any questions on the case; 
lest on one hand he should tempt the boy into a lie, or 
on the other be obliged to chastise or check him for faults 
that his generosity mi^ht induce him to confess. 

Matters therefore with respect to Ned preserved their 
state of tranquility, though Mr. Fenton would often 
view him with a^ eye of wonder and suspicion ; and 
could hardly brin^ himself to believe, that a boy of his 
extraordinary genius should be no other by birth than a 
beggar's brat. But here pardon me, Mr. Fenton, if I 
dissent iVom your opinion. With humble deference to 
your judgment in other matters, I conceive that an in- 
iant liegot on a dunghill, brought forth in a pigsty, and 
swathed with a rotten remnant of the covering of an ass, 
may have talents and capacity above the son of an em- 
peror. * 

Friend. — The singularity of your sentiments often* 
strikes me with astonishment. Do you really think in 
a way apart from all other people ? or is it a distinction 
that you afifect? Here you set yourself at fisty-cufifs with, 
universal persuasion, with historical tacts, and with the 
experience as well, as opinion of all ages. You seem 
wholly to have forgot the circumstances that attended 
the birth and discovery of Cyrus, of Oedipds, of Romu- 
lus and Remus, with a thousand other instances ] where- 
by it is evident, that the beauty, prowess, and virtues of 
great jind glorious ancestors naturally devolve upon their 
offspring. 

Author. — The great Teutonic thesopher, Jacob Bell- 
men, affirms, that a father begets the soul as well as the 
body of his child ; and this strongly coincides with yov.r 
judgment of the matter. All animal nature als5 c^>n- 
curs in the same position ; and the offspring of a liou, 
an ea^le, and an ass, invariably partake of the qiialities 
of their progenitors. 

In the very 'early ages of mankind, when honour and 
empire, precedence and station, were assigned to supe- 
rior merit alone, to prowess in the field, or wisdom in the 
council ; it is but natural to suppose, that the more im- 
mediate descendants of such heroes or patriots inherited, 
in a ^reat measure^ the beauty, strength, genius, and dis- 
position of those from whom they sprung. But some 
thousands of years are now passed, my good Sir, since 
all this matter has been totally reversed, and the world 
affords but very rare instances, where washerwomen, ov 
shepherds, where a Catharine of Russia, or Kouli Kaji 
of Persia, or Theodore of Corsica, by the mere force 
of genius, have rw^^d tb^m^^lvf 9 frPW ol>?cyrity to dop 
minion. Theie initancef also 9Xf yery ftur from makui^ 
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any thinff in liiTour of your argument ; though, nii- 
questionably^were you to write their romance, you wovtl(), 
agreeable to your thesis, derive their respective i>edigree 
ft-om the queens of Utopia, or some emx>erors in terra 
austrc^is incognita. 

When time was young, when men were respected and 
advanced (as I said) according to their personal dis- 
tinctions and accomplishments , uncommon beauty , 
strength, and agility of body, informed by superior ge- 
nius and talents, were accounted genuine proofs of a 
royal or noble descent ; but, in process of years, when 
art had introduced luxury, and luxury had intioduced 
corruption among the great, a feeble distempered frame, 
informed by a perverse, pusillanimous, and impatient 
temper, became an indication by no means improbable 
of t^ genuine descent of a child of quality. 

Fh. — My dear friend, be cautious;* to speak lightly or 
dcgradingly of dignity and station, docs not Dccome 
•people of a certain sphere. 

AuT. — ^With all deference and due submission to 
those who sit in the seat of Mos6s, or in the throne of 
Caesar, when we speak as philosophers, we sjiould speak 
independent of vulgar prejudice. 

I am not insensible of that internal respect which the 
world is pleased to pay to external lustre. If one man 
acquires a crown, another a red hat, and another a coro- 
net, by means that deserved the gibbet of Haman, lliey 
instantly become the presumptive proprietors of 1 J^now 
not what catalogue of fine qualities and accomplish- 
ments. Wherefore, as I am so singular, so perverse, Or 
BO unhappy, as to ditlbr from the judgment of so wise 
a world m this matter, it is the more incumbent upon 
me to bring proofs that are self-evident, at the same tirue 
that I treat so reverable a subject with all possible deli- 
cacy. 

In the first" ages of acorns, when all that sustain- 
ed the simple nature of man lay open and in coiu- 
mon, like light and air, as people knew of nothing further 
that was to be had, they thought there was nothing fur- 
ther to be desired. As they had no wishes, they felt no 
want»; and neither pride, envy, covetbusness, nor de- 
bauchery, could commence, before thejr contrived the 
distinctions of property and materials of intemperance, 
and thereby contrived the causes of quarrel and coirup- 
tion. 

But, as Horace says, "quum oppida c(Bperunt munire,*^ 
when they began to build, and set out land-marks, )to 
plough and to sow, to spin and to weave, to handle the 
ale and hammer; in proportion to the advanceinent of 
invention and arts, on necessity convenience arose, upo|i 
pooyenjence elegance, upon diegance luxury ; new d^ 
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iires increased, and multiplied with itbe means of grati- 
fication ;ieal wishes became the of&pring of imaginary 
wants ; as those wishes waxed warm, the passions were 
enkindled; and the vices, lastly, grew in mathematical 
proportion to the growth of the passions. 

All histories, as well profane as sacred, in every age, 
in every nation, and in every instance, bear unquestiona- 
ble testimony to the above state of facts, and hence en- 
sues the necessity of our growing worse and worse, tiU 
thil pinnacle of art shall put a limit to desire, till inven- 
tion shall be exhausted, and no longer prolific of new 
wants and additional wishes in man. 

But so long as untried allurements, so long as nntast* 
ed |>leasures, so long as new objf>ets can be set up to 
OUT imagination, in our eager pursuit after happiness on 
earth, our wishes wiD inflame our in^patience to reach 
Uie prize; irrproiK>rtion to that impatience our endeavours 
will be exerted; in proportion to such exertion, the fences 
of law and morals will oe broke through jor trampled down; 
and in proportion to the in^ufTlcienry of moral restraint : 
all sorts of fraud and violence, of licentiousness and 
corruption, of debauchery and profligacy, must prevail 
throughout the world. 

Ph. — ^Prom what you say, I should conclude, that 
peoi^le of wealth, of station and power, are the least im- 
passioned and the most virtuous of alllivine; forasmuch 
as they are already in possession of what their inferiors 
so earnestly continue to thir^^t, and to chase and to labour 
after. The great are above temptation; tiie world has 
nothing further to exhibit for'their seduction : and in this 
light also, they are become the most respectable of all 
people. p 

AuT. — Whenever you can make it evident, that to 
humble the spirit of man, you ought to place him in 
authority; that, to convince him of personal de&ulto 
and infirmities, you ougtVt to inclose him with sycophanta 
and servile dependents; that, to make him temperate, 
you should seat him at the table of Lucultus ; and that, 
v% humanize his disposition, you should remov^ him, as 
far as possible, from a sense of the miseries of his f^low- 
creatures; when, to cure a man of distempers incident 
to his nature, you would place him in the midst of ad- 
ventitious contagion ; then, and not till then, will wealth, 
station and power, be productive of reformation and vir- 
tue in man. 

Your error lay in supposing, that sensual appetite and 
spiritual ambition woulacease and abate on gratificaticm 
or indulgence. But this is not possible : the spirit ot 
man is a deathless de^fire ; its cravings cannot be satia^ 
ed, till it is possesiied of some o')iect that is ad<qwiate to 
its nature; and as this world has no f uch object to exhibltx 
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•nly serve to piovoke to ftifther destfe, or 
to etnk ma into utter despondence. An4 thm 
tbe nor»l that was intended by the philosophers, 
Ibey feibled that the son of Pnilip Dro||:e into a 
passion of tears, on finding that no more worlds ro- 
■MBDed for him to conquer. 

Your pardon yet, I pray — ^With respect to your opi;i- 
iMi,that the descendants of the mighty and the exalteil ia- 
Wrii the qualities and excellencies of their progenitors, 
yoQ vpttk as though this earth, and all that was thertt[>ii 
wmeNivariaUy permanent: whereas the knowing-ones 
will tell you, that the one and the other are subject to 
•ttftuid,«i€l eten diurnal, revolutions. 

Perhaps there is not a beggar or slave upon earUi, 
iometiine progenitor was not a prince or an em- 
pcrar : perhaps there is not a prince or emperor upon 
SMtb, wBose sometime progenitor was not a slave or ^ 
haaar« Have you then tlie discernment to parceive in 
ttwHsggar the lineamente of the prince, or in the prince 
to zetraee the lineaments of ttie beggarl You have no^ 
sftge 8iv. I will tell you a story. 

The cardinal Campejius, or some such great cardinal* 
happened to have a dispute with the duke of Modenftk 
▲llercathm rose high. Do you know, says the prince 
m a passion, that your father was no better than my 
fiber's hoghcrd? , I know it full well, eoolly answered 
tfaecasiTmal; and I am persuaded, that had your high- 
■08* been the son of my father, you would have eontio* 
ued of the same profession to this day. 

I» rach a' world as this, all things are jn perpetual 
change, rotatiou and revolution ; it is nature's procesa 
As the summer and winter gradually succeed and etir 
iTdwil upon each other; or as the sun dawns and arises 
flpoa darkuMs till he reaches the mid-day fervour of his 
•«iihnittatittg beam, and Uience declines till he sets in 
attor darkness; even so mighty nations, as well asfami- 
Mml have their commencement, ascent, and summit, their 
4meamion, decay, and period. The virtue of all nations 
«nd ftm^Kes bt^gins in poverty, thence arises to indus- 
try, feniua, honour, perhaps to conquest and empire ; 
" f their zenith: but then comes on the load of ponp 
wealthy that gradually weighs them down, hotq 
neridan, to indulgence, sensuality, guilt, corruption, 
yiMlitotion, slavery, perdition. 

' Let us now, with the eye of philosophy, consider two 
hi the most contrasted state that tiiis world can ad- 
inppose a king and a beggar. Here the king is 
i higwf fed, and more gaily clothed than the beggar; 
httttf tHBaa are advantages deserving estimation, we be- 
hbkl hath this luxury and lustre surpassed by tlie bae in 
Wm gSffden, and* the lily ia ttie valley. Further, whatever 
th^ native qualities of the khig or beggar may, be, iode- 
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It of the nid exteautl <» penonal dislinctioii,r #• 
bWevei^, bcf «8siiT6a, tnat an eahcatio^'iii the man 
naiity alid deceptiOit, of tbe exbibitioh of tempts 
fUmi flCnd ^tifcation or Itista, of parasites aiid pfl^naariL 
obeisance and prostration', of coifporeal indulgence thd 
inerftal nnpoeition, cftn be ho' very good ftiend to th9 
iixtXKii 

If #d cflCriy tbe comparison further than this, we find 
tlie body of ine king to be as frai],as obnoxious to pain^ 
dlseafle atia fnclenrencies, eVen as naked, poor and pei- 
Mhable as that of a beggar. 

Btit if w$ take the eff of Faith to see further than witk 
ih^t of phildsophy, We behold their souls alike immortal, 
^ e^qtJu dignity and extent: we see' creatures resem- 
blinj^ the Creator himself, breathed fromi his own spirit, 
fbrined in his own im^ge, and ordained to his own oeati- 
t;ade find eterhity. Here AU other distinctions fall away 
and I6ae their respect; to ah instant woutd do in com* 
jbarison of aees, or a molehill in comparison of yon 
Doundless expanse: and here we find a beggar, whpm 
the king hiniself is bonnd id reverence, as bemg the un« 
<|uest!oned heir of a Kiko, in comparison of whom an 
other kings are biH as 1>eggar8. How utterly vile aiia 



cottteniptible i^ all dignity and dominion, to such an 
ttdriliip ai this ! an neirship hourly approaching, per- 
^p^ Just at hand, When the magnificent ruin of man 
Aau be' rebuilt, When his weakness shall put on power| 
biiB odfi^ption put on glory, and his mortal be whfoHy 
iWauowea op of immortality J / 

Ftf .— I confess that for once, you nave convinced me, 
^ttVe me lea^e to proceed. 



CHAFTElt Xt. 

JSom^ time aftei^ this, Mr. Fenton privatefy took l^ed 
int6 his closet and calling him a eood boy, and giving 
Dim a ^W shimngs to buy play tnings, desired him to 
AfHe the Kst history he could remember of himself, an4 
lis adventures before he met with Harry. 

Sir/i^d Ned, the first thing that I remember of my^ 
ielf, lA my ^oing from house to house a begging with my 
mammy. I dreamed indeed tbat I was once in si nn^ 
nous^, and among fine people, but I don't know where 
^i WheU , aiid so I believe, as I say, it was only a 
dream. 

DO you mmembe^ vour daddy, Ned ? No, Sir, I nevefr 
bad ft d&ddy ihkt t know o£ My mammy was very 
dfaiM to Hidy and used to take from me aU the money 
1^ YictualB tbat I begged| and that was a graattlMJy 
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Ibr I never let people real till they gave me sometbin^* 
And 10, Sir, ma I wuaaving, my mammy ivM very croM 
to me, and uaed to half starve me, and gave me a beat- 
ing for every hour in tlie day. 

Did she teach you your prayein, Ned! No, Sir, I be- 
lieve she had no prayers to teach mej for she used to 
•wear and scold sadly. And so. Sir, as I was tell- 
ing you, we begged from house to housej^sometimea in 
a town and sometimes in the country, tilt the day she 
ran away from me. 

How came your mammy to run away from you, Ned? 




she got into the next fields. The child. Sir, cried sadly, 
and my mammy went so faist that I could not keep up 
with her, do my best. And so we heard a man shouting 
behind us, and oiy mammy turned and saw him runniiig 
after her very rast, and so she threw down the child 
and her great bag on the ground, and made the best of 
her way to the next hedge, and got through it. Sir; and 
so I never saw any more of her. 

What became of the child, Neddyl When the roan. 
Sir, came up, he* lifted it off the ground, and he kissed 
it a great many times, and made it quiet : and I am 
thinking he was so glaa to see it, he took no notice of 
me ; howsomever, he took up my mammy *s great bag^ 
and turned back and went the way he came. Then, 
Sir, I fell a crying and roaring terrioly to be IfA alone, 
and to have nobody in the world who would have any 
thing to say to me ; md I wished for my mammy again, 
bad as she was to me ; and I strove to follow her through 
the hedge, but was not able. And so I saw a great 
house on one side, and I was very sad when I went to 
H: and there it was that Imet my' own young master, 
and he put clothes upon me with his own dear hand& 
and he took me to himself, and he is ever since so kind 
to me, that it troubles me very much ; for I can do no- 
thing at all for him, you know. Sir, and that grieves me 
more than all the world. 

Well, Neddy, says Mr. Fenton. do not cry my child. 
Be a good boy, and mind your Sook, and be sure you 
tell no hes, nor do mischief to any body ; and I will take 
care of you, and be a father to you myself. But tell me, 
Ned, would you know the woman you call your mammy, 
if you should see hir again? Yes, yes, Sir, cried Ned. 
There was not a day of my life but she gave me reason 
to remember her ; I should know her from all the world, 
if I was not to see the &ce of her for a hundred years 
to come. 

I find, Ned, you are not over fond ot your mami^y* 
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No indeed. Sir, aiMwered Ned; I Iov9 master Harry's 
Mttle finger, and I would love yoarself if I dared. Sir, 
better than a thonsand such mammies as mine was ; and 
that I suppose is Terv naughty ; for all eood children, 
they say, love their fathers and mothers. Well, Ned, says 
Mr. Feuton, if you happen at any time to see her amoni; 
the great numbers of beggars that come to^ur door, don't 
you speak to her, or show that you take the least notice 
Of her, but come and tell me, or honest James in my ab« 
■ence, that we may take care of her, and force her to 
confess whether sne is, in reality, your mother or not 

While Mr. F^nton wasspeaking, Andrew entered with 
tidings that a chariot was overturned not twenty yards 
from the door ; and that he feared the people in it were 
much hurt. Mr. Fenton's humanity was much alarmed 
at the news ; he ordered the servants to tbUow him, and 
instantly hurried out to give all the assistance he could 
iothe strangers. 

The chariot happened to be overturned by the slipping 
Oiut of one of the linch-pins that kept the wheel on the 
axle-tree. The company had already irot out The)r 
were an ae:reeable young couple, Mr. Fielding and his 
wiiis, who had come from London on purpose to take an 
airing on the hill. Mrs. Fielding had tuffered nothing, 
except from her fears ; but Mr. Fielding's right arm was 
something bruised, by his endeavouring to preserve his 
lady in the fall. 

Mr. Feriton appeared the greatest suflfererof the three, 
and addressed the strangers with a countenance that con- 
vinced them how feelingly he was interested in their 
safety. He left Andrew to have the chariot set to 
rights; and having conducted his new guests to his own 
house, he ordered up a bottle of sack and some Naples 
cakes to the parlour. 

When they were all seated, and the glass had gone 
round, I find, Sir. said Mr. Fielding, that people are apt 
to be disgusted with what thif -call accidents, and which 
may Afterward turn out to their greatest advantage. Per- 
haps I should never have known #hat true humanity 
was, if oar carriage had not been overturned this day. 
If you knew aU, said Mr. Fenton, with a tender bhmt- 
ness, you would be iiir from l^^ng any humanity at my 
door ; since I rejoice at an accident, where the damage 
is all yours, ana the advantage that arises from it is all 
my own. 

I would hold fifty to one, cried Mrs. Fielding, that this 
Is the very Mr. Fenton we have heard so much about 
Indeed madam, said Mr. Fenton, you surprise me much ; 
if I had the pleasure of ever knowing you, there is some- 
thing in that <ace I should not have readily forgot 

No, Sir, said Mrs. Fielding. I speak frem information. 
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liBverJtod the bappioees of being Immn to fm 
w. WiBhavd afo«Cei^er in thlflyiUag^yRoviieiir 
or vmoWf one of tkose many penoiui you naTP 
your list She was nnrae to our only chua ( wbll« 
e4 and was w|tl) ut, m wa^ a omstaiH yiaitanti 1 
soon, as 8qoi> a o , Here Mrs. Fieloing hesi 

t, ber Up trembled, and bar eye glistened witb a ^^Pif 
u: I say^ Sir, as soon as a very sad affiiir bf 9r 

ned, the poor woman came ne^r us no more* 
y, as we were taking tbe ^r through this I 
>Qgbt I saw a face that was ^miliar to mer I . 
tniB coachmui to stop. It was n»r tM nDnp. $}m 
d a family of amall childien, and had faBen sadly p 
cur, before you came Mr. Fen^n; to settif Intbe ti^fi^ 
$bid her for becoming a stranger to us« Ab. madai% 
id l^ie Icind creature, the teaia bursting from n^ ^t«l 
w could I go near a place where every thing we^lq 
t me in i^ind of my dear lost ehild-?«be stil^ eontiiiu- 
to weep— and I^^^wept for company-T-r-r| put a gf^ 
a in her hand, and insisted on Her cpvoing to . nae pL 
e did so. It was then, Mr. Fenton, that we mtfi^i 
var name and character; and you must eif pact tbanioKir 
icatioif, now and then, of hearifig a tittla of m9§ 
my things that are spoken to yoqr advaBt||iga^ I ua 
rry, madam, said Mr. Fenton, tbai my nothings lAo^ 
talked of, lest it should intimate that other people wf§ 
m ostentatious. 

Mrs. Fielding was still ^ected by what she had . 
{ring ; and though Mr. Fenton wieh^ to know w 
e sad anur was at which she bed hmted, be der*" 




)f^ vrith Mr. and Mrs. Fislding, qoade ^a wbo]a of the 
eeent company. 

You are h^pily situated, Sir.aays Mr. Field^ngf | 
ime mysebf^ ai^d all others, who have any ind^[}eiKienfif^ 
4 yet live m e dty. Health, pleasure, and epiHtf fip 
for the country.^ Did any poetf or pai)osopbe|pavar 
ice tbejr golden srasy or golaefi scenes amidst si}(^ j% 
WTA tif London ? A man csin scarce be himself: be if 
nfused apd dissipated by ihe variety of obje^ a^i 
[sile that surrounds him. In short, Sir, | ana bke nianF 
hers, the reverse in persuasion or what I am in ftnctt 
^ ; I live in a city, nlthouf^b I detas| it. It is tfm tpat 
Mn fond of sociefy ano n^bbourbood ; bpt expari^KW 
» shown me that London 9s not v^ plape ffi wbft^i | 
n enjoy it 
No, Sir, said Mr. Fenton ! if I was a loyeir of soUtodfe 




THE POOL OP QUALITY. MJ^ 

Lonidon for my cell. It is in such a city alonei, liM p 
mim may keep wboUy unknown and unnoticed. Ue is 
there as a hailstone amidst a great shower; he j^itBom 
and bustles about a while, then lies snug tmoftg bis m^ 
lows, without being any more observed than if he vnm 
not upon earth, till he melts away and vaiushes with the 
rest of his fraternity. 

I am not for a cell. Sir, replied Mr. Fielding ; X lo«o 
society, but yet a socie^ that is founded on friendshipt 
and people m great cities are so divided and dissipated 
by tnie multitude of soliciting objects and acquaintaQe»» 
that they are rendered incapable of a particular attach^ 
ipent. I4magiBe, however, that in & well peopled and 
mvilized part of the country, a man nugnt make m 
election of persons deserving his esteenv, such as be woul^l 
wish to live with, in a happy interchange of ^nd oi^eem 
tflid affections. This, indeed, is my plvn mr my re- 
mainder of life ; but the law-suits, ill which I am at pie*, 
sent involved^ will not permit me to go in aeaireh of my 
Utopia. 

At law ! exclaimed Mr. Fenton ; then, Sir, y<m we 
much to be blamed, or much to be pitied. 

I hope rath» to be pitied than blamed, rejoined Mr. 
Fielding. Four suits descended to me on the part pf 
9iy own &ther, and three on the part of the &ther of mT 
wife ; and my adversaries, on all sides, are such cocks m 
the game, that no overtures can induce them to Kstea i» 
any terms of compromise or accommodation. 

If matters of wealth or property, said Mr. Fentim» aire 
feally matters of valuaUe estimation in life, it is mipcH 
to be lamented that there is no place on earth whareiii 
prop^y can be said to be fixed or ascertained Through^ 
out the regions of Mahomet, and Asiatic despotism, li^ 
and property are alike tenures at the will or the ruUaf, 
Again, throughout the European continent, no man, fn- 
d^d no nation^ can be assured of their possessions, e}p- 
pesed as they are to the ambition and avarice^ tiieir 
almost perpetually invading neighbours. Lastly, m 
these northern islands, whose defence nature nerself ap- 
pears to have undertaken by a guardianship of cireUng 
rocks and seas ; this does not however defend us from 
intestine eonvulsions and changes. Think what a gefia* 
ral change of property has been made in Great Britain 
during the two very li^te revolutions; I am told that, in 
a neighbouring country, the alienation has been nmaii 
univenai ; peniaps a third revolution is also at hand. 

It is affirmed, that the civil constitution of Englaiid ii 
tlie best calculated for the security of liberty and propertr* 
of any that ever was framed by the policy <^ man « vm 
originally, periiaps, it might have been so, when twelve 
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iple and impartial men were appointed fur the apfedy 

II and determination ef !'& una property. 

[>ur ancestors, unquestionably, were at that time un- 
ssed by the liberal and learned profession of the Long- 
be ; they would not otherwise have committed the di*- 
lition or property (a matter held so much more valua- 

than that of lifo) to a ft^w men, who could have no 
tue under heaven to recommend them, save the two 
terate qualities of common sense and common ho- 
rty. • 

rhose were ages of mental darkness, and no way illu- 
ned, as we are, by those immense and immaculate' 
umes of r^ned and legal metaphysics that now press 

shaves of the learned, and are read with such delight, 
man in those times had no play for his money , ha 
s either stript or enriched of a sudden ; whereas now, 
the worst cause, hox)e is left during life ; and hope is 
d to be the greatest cordial in this vale of human 
itroversy. 

[t is greatly to be lamented, that the learned in our 
rs, are not as immortal as the suits for which they are 
ained. It were therefore to be wished, that an act of 
'liament might be especially passed for that purpose ; 
latter no way impracticable, considering the great in- 
98t tiiose gentlemen have in the house. In truth, it 
mt highly expedient, that an infinity of years should 
assigned to each student of the beUes lettres of our 
rs, to enable them to read over that infinity of volumes 
ich have already been published; to say nothins of 

infinity that are yet to come, which will be held 
udly necessar3r for understanding the profession, of 
jcatly distinguishing and oratorically expatiating on 
r against law, case against case, authority against au- 
rity, precedent against precedent, statute against sta- 
e, and argument against reason, 
[n matters of no greater moment than life and death, 
ies, as at the beginning, are still permitted to enter dt* 
tly on the hearmg and decision ; but, in matters so 
red as that of property, our courts are extremely cau« 
IS of too earlv an error in judgment. In order there- 
B to sift and boult them to the very bran, they are de- 
ired over to the lawyers, who arc eoually the afiSrmers 
1 disputers, the pleaders and impleaders, representers 
1 misrepresenters, explainers and con founders of our 
m ; our lawyers therefore maintain their right of being 
d for their mgenuity, in putting and holding all pra- 
ties in debate. Debated properties consequently be- 
ne the properties of the lawyers, as long aM answers 
i be given to bills, or replies to answers, or reioindcra 
replies, or rebutters to rejoinders ; as long as the twit- 
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Ifedorefl can strike emd bandy, and till tha shuttte-cock 
Mb of itself to the ground. 

Soberly and seriously speaking, English property, 
when once debated, is merely a carcass of contention, 
upon which interposing lawyers fall as customary prize, 
and prey during the combat of the claimants, while 
any nesh remains on a bone, it continues a bone of con- 
tention 3 but so soon as the learned practitioners have 
picked it quite clean, the battle is over, and all again is 
peace and settled neighbourhood. 

It is worthy of much pleasantry and shaking of sides 
to observe, that, in intricate, knotty, and -extremely per- 
plexing cases, where the sages of the gown and coif are 
so puzzled as not to know what to make of the matter ; 
they then bequeath it to the arbitration and award of 
two or three plain men ; or, by record, to the jud^pment 
of twelve simple honest fellows ; who, casting aside all 
regard to the rormx>f writs and declarations, to the lapse' 
of monosyllables, verbal mistakes and misnomers, enter 
at once upon the pith and marrow of tlie business, and 
in three hours determine, according to equity and truth, 
what had been suspending in the dubious scales of ra- 
tiocination, quotation, altercation, and pecuniary con- 
sideration, for three and twenty years. 

Neither do I see any period to the progress of this 
evil; the avenue still oj>ens^ and leads on to further mis- 
cbiefe ; for the distinctions in law are, like the Newtonian 
particles of matter, divisibU €td vrfmUum, They have 
Deen dividing and subdividing for some centuries past, 
and the subdivisions are as likely to be subdividing for 
ever ; insomuch that law, thus divisible, debateable, and 
delayable, is become a greater grievance than all that it 
was intended to redress. 

I lately asked a pleasant gentieman of the coif, if he 
thought It possible for a poor man to obtain a decree, in 
inatter of property, against a rich man 1 he smiled, and 
answered accoi^ing to scripture, that ** with man it was 
impossible, but that all thmgs were possible to God. " I 
suppose he meant, that the decrees of the courts of West- 
minster were hereafter to be reversed. 

Perhaps, Sir, said Mr. Fielding, neither our laws nor 
our lawyers are so much to blame, as the people who 
apply to them for protection, for justice, satisfaction, or 
revenge. Might not the parties, who adventure on the 
course of litigation, begin where they are most likely to 
end their career, in tbe award of a few persons, or a ver- 
dict of twelve neighbours. 

But the nature of man is prone to contention and 
quflrrel. There is a certain portion of yeast or fermen- 
tation in his mass, that will have vent in some way , and 
our. courts of law are the most obvious receptades for 
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the ebuintioiui of pride, aTaraice, envy, legeii^iii^iii, «ik} 
WfarhfliliMMW, tbe neolisnce dt temper, •n4 ^veiftowmge 
oflMuiie. 

Mr. Scrapie, an attorney, a Terjr nnguUr fiwn io Ih« 
way, was lately leeoiiimended to me ai a peceon equaUy 
qnalmed for aUkgrins or oompdliog iny Utigatiiig eppo' 
n^ilts to aa aoeomipodatk>n ; and be tola me an expeeduig 
plea«»nt story, as well respecting the process losdrbriiif 
of our courts of law. as respecting the contentions d»- 
position oi oar Bdlgobows* 

Some time siBce, Walter Warmhonse, a substantial 
fiirmor in ^^aem was advised by ser>efMit Craw, tbi>t Hm 
l|aa i^ .unquestionable right to a certain tenement in the 
possession of 9amaby Boniface, bis next neighbour an4 
ffossip, who Msned by tbe dint of good fM and good 
wnour. 

Qarnabyi who eqqally hated debate and dry bow^ 
c^er&l to leave the matter in question to any honesi 
neighbour of Walter's own choosing; but Walter^ prond 
of a WMghty epini(m, and as weighty a purse, n»|ecM 
the proSered compromise with scorn, ana took a mortal 
aversion to hon^ Bamaby. because he refused (o anr- 
render his possessions en demand* 

Walter WafflafaQuse accordingly began the attack in 
fivm ; but Mr. Scruple, whp had the uoeoramon eon- 
seience to remeiabertnat Bamaby had once recovered hia 
parse from & highwayman, determined, as for as possi* 
ble, to preserve the property of his old fiiend. For this 
purpose, he kept warily and cheaidy on the defensive : 

3 no, while he neld a watchful eye over the motions of 
^e adversary, be ibllowed him dbse through a thnteen 
years labsrrinth of law-forms ; and, whal with exoeptiona 
to bifls and repties, expensive commissions £9r exftmina- 
tion of witnesses, demurrer, imparlanoe, ai|d esaoign, 
wit^ liearings and re-hearings, de&r of issue thereon, eosta 
of suit and costs of office, he pretty nearly exhausted 
both the purse and the patience of tne valorous plaintiif 
Walter Warmbouse. whereupon his prudent patron, 
the good Serjeant Craw, deemed it high time to eonseni 
to a motion for referrinir the case to the arbitration and 
award of certain umpires, though not of his client^a 
choosing, as at first proposed. 

Soon arter this order, seneant Craw had occasion to 
travel to the farther parU of Essex, and his road ted to 
t^ concerns of his old dient Welter Warmheuse. Hers 
Walter happened to meet him, and warned him of the 
Mnifiild aanfirers of the way, and of the numbers of 
thieves and highwaymen that infested the paasases ^iil 
lay jpst before him. And pray then, very^mioothly aaya 
t|ie wNjeant, v there no way through your fieUta^ Mr. 
Wormhouse : There is, Sir, said Warmbouse, as good aa 

i 
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anjr 10 Englind. Ai^ n>ay I not be perBBtte4 to i^ I 
Moet 89wl^, and il Uiovswid we|.eoine8« 

j^i;p«ipoQ eJientWarmivHiae 0^9^ the eate tl^ Ifd 
fjooo^ &e road mto the fields, and 1^ laeged the ^ulpftKe 
of hw learned advocate and land i>|Uiron. 

Oopdipiiii Warmi^aae was jnounted (H| a lound am- 
Uing liag, and rode much at his easte I^ Ihe dbariot of 
hpe ma}e«i^tor. Thef chatted»|ui they went* abont the 
j^^dces of cat^ and ^o)i>poveiiient8 of luids, the fall aa^ 
f|6e ptftm^ ^ n^aoessky of indjostry ; and, ^bove ^ 
ojt t^e advantage e^ «ood i|i«iosores, whieh, as the ser;- 
j^nt dbserfeaj wejse emblems of the English laws, and 
sfBeipad eyerjr man's property from question or en^roaeh* 

wafle thus they beguiled ^he way, Walter led his n»- 
apecta^s patron ^um^^b JUHs 0e]4 and tbut field, apd 
tnrough yoni fixate and t'other ?ate, and now went ahead 
lUi^^Ax, and now doubled tike % bare; tMl,bairin|ciBaz- 
eid it and dr^a H forthespaee of three hoprs, he finally, 
c^ducted w ff^rjeant to the very gate at whieh he had 
first entered. 

li^ow, Ipijsw ! Aicelaims jQie serjeanty ^thinks we are 
jpst where we s^ait out t we have not gained an inch of 
ground by tbe rneny miles we have travelled. 

Quite 9M mudi, replied Walter, in « journey of tbree 
llQ9ir8, ps your honour gained for me in a journey of tbir- 

tmn ye#rs: and I leave you. as you left me just 

i^reyoii f'^imd me. * 

, Vovr story, ^ied Mr. Fenton, is as pleasant as it ie 
Mit; and reminds me of en observation made hy Henry 
tpe 1 Vthof Fmnee, that is equally pertinent to the subiecL 

A eertain judge of a eicmrt ef law, in tfant kingdeoi 
hiu^ gr^wn aged^en the beneh, and hpnoured by the in- 
mimers^ sentences which be had passed, and which 
were idl deemed eonfinrmable to tbe most perfect mmr 
wm^ and dispensation of equity. The gainers ef the 
asveral suil^ applauded bis discernment j^nd justice to 
tbe skies ; and even the losers allowed that they had no- 
rjght to complain. The feime ot his wisdom and integ- 
rity reached the tbrope ; the monarch was curious ho em 
\ VmlS^ of flo-peeuliar a eaet and eberacter ; and he sent 
iffc mm under txAo^a of thinking him for the great hon- 
ours which he bad dene to bis re(^eney. 

Ato % TffmK gr^eipue reception, and some compli- 
mdi^ ei the fevee, the prinee took him apar^ and ift 
eienujdence sftldf 

'* My lord jm^e, the jntoite compleints that eome '^ 

fore me firom all parts of the kingdom, respeeting the err 
RMmenfriHriniqftiioi^ sMilnni^ dnily pMsed by your 
fmimm^wm tM %i)flit luftm <m Km mguhuHr ef 

your conduct, and give me an eager curiositY to kxvsaiv 
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y what metiares you hate been enabled to content al 
arties. I adjure you then, by all that you reverence," 
) disguiae nothing firom me on this head. You have 
ot any thing to rear from my censure of means that. 
Bve proved ap very successfVil, and you have all things 

> hope from mv approbation.'* 

The judge, tnereupon, east himself at the Ibet of his 
rince, and, rising, addressed him thus: 

** To you, my sovereign, as to heaven, I will open mv 
rfaole soul. — ^In the first place, in order to enable myself 

> give a guess whether the judgments to be pronounced 
light be right or wrong. I ^ve an possible attention to 
le merits of each case during the process; I daily took 
linutes of the pleadings on either side ; I enlarged and 
Dmmented on those minutes while matters were fresh in 
ly memory : and I never interrupted any cause, till it 
ad run itself out of breath through the circuit of forms 
nd due course of law. 

In the next place, may it please your majesty, I never 
lok bribe or present of any kind, or from any hand, lest 
ivour or inclination should insensibly tempt me to cogg, 
r give a partial turn to the final cast. 

Thus prepared, as soon as matters were ripe for a 
ecree — that is to say, as soon as the respective lawyers 
ad a|^eed among themselves, that nothing more Was to 
e said, or any thing more to be got, on either side of 
ie question, I summoned up the repugnant merits so 
qually and impartially, with respect to circumstance,' 
vidence, and ordinance of law, as induced both parties, 
ow wearied and wishing for rest, to think that the de- 
ree must inevitably be given against themselves; and 
aving appointed a certain hour for uttering the fatal 
mtence, i got up under visible concern, and retired. 

'^From the bench, so please your graciousness, I with- 
rew to my closet ; and having locked myself up, I cal-' 
Ml upon my tutelary and never erring airectors in the 
»lution of all knots, and unwinding of all intricacies ; m' 
hort, I went to a little drawer, and took out — my box 
nddioe." 

«Box and dice!'* exckiimed the monarch, half starting 
"om his seat **Yes, sire,** replied the judge. **I repeat 
;, box and dice. And if your majesty will be pleased 
) attend for a few moments, I trust to convince you of 
ie propriety of this proceeding[. 

**Humanum eat errare. This, my liege, is a maxim 
lat has never yet been controverted by precept or by 
ractioe : and it is as much as to say, that life is a mere 
tybrinth of errors, in which all men are appointed to 
■avel and to stray. 

'Nothing, save number and measure, is yet determin- 
1 upon etath : nothing ia certain, «a\e^)haXVnQ «!cl<\\:«^ 
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make four, and that lines are equal, or differ according 
to their dimensions. 

All men, farther than this, depend upon reason, as 
their enlightener and director in the search of truth: and 
yet rei^on itself has nothing, whereon it may rest or de- 
pend. It first doubts, and then proceeds to examine : 
ft calls in evidence and arguments, on this side and on 
that side, pro and con : it compares, canvasses, and dis- 
cusses ; sins and boults matters, suppose to tlie very bran: 
it enddivours to poise the scales or its own uncertainty, 
and now recovers some lapsed circumstance, and casts it 
into this scale ; and again throws some new proof or dis- 
covery into that scale, and so changes its opinion fVom 
day to day ; while prejudice and partiality stand invisibly 
at its elbow, and at length determine the long-suspended 
balance, by casting their own weights into one scale or 
the other, according as interest or pleasure would wish 
to preponderate. 

^'Truth, so please your supremacy, has been sunk in 
so very deep a well, as to mock the five-inched fathom 
of mere human ratiocination ; whether it be a dealer or 
retailer of physics or metaphysics ; of the distinctions in 
law, or the distinctions in philosophy : and I flatter my- 
self that I alone, the least and most unlikelv of all your 
majesty's subjectSi have hit upon a method for flsliing up 
truth, by a line which I acknowledge is not of my own 
twisting. 

"Within my memory, and nearly within that of your 
majesty, particular laws have been in force for trial by 
combat, and trial by ordeal ; and though at present those 
laws are held to have been iniquitous and wliolly absurd, 
tiiey could not have been instituted without just and pon- 
derous reasons. They related, mv liege, as my sentences 
do, to the interposition of Providence in the Jewish lots ; 
whereby all doubts, however general, could be speedily 
ascertamed; where the nation drew lots according to tribes, 
and tribes according to families, and the fimilies by indi- 
Tidualsf, tin the criminal was detected. 

"Thus, in trial by combat, I have known and read of 

gianifold instances, wherein guilty courage and prowess 
ave been foiled by the weak and fearful : and, in trial 
by ordeal, heaven never failed to guide the steps of the 
hoodwinked innocent between the narrow intervals of 
the burning ploughshares. And thus, conscious of my 
own infirmity and blindness, I have referred all my .de- 
crees to a power of better discernment ; and he never 
foiled to determine according to truth,'* 

"Indeed,'* said the monarch, "I cannot wholly disap- 
prove your method, when I reflect on your motive. And 
accordmg to your account, when I thmk on tlie plague 
and anxiety, loss of time and loss of fortune, id «ba&^ 
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BDT f o^jecti are pat fcy thaw pwtemy^of 

would lie infinitely better to cast dici^ ^ tl 
ttiaA to give this most rigfateo^ jadg;ment at 
ihylaw-snit" 

While the gentlemen were (hnt plcmged in'thd boitlciin^ 
less gtrlph of the (aw, Mrs. Fielding beckoned Ned to A 
it>mote part of (he room, and was greatly taken with hil 
fively ftnd innocent chat. 

^ray, Mr. ^enton, said she, is tiiis your soh t Kd^ 
madam, said Mr. Fentoti, W€( know not to whonl he b^ 
longs, poor fellow ; and I am persaadsd from manf^ duf- 
dumstances, that he was stolen, in his infancy, firom nii^ 
true patettts. 

Mrs. Fieldhig instantly coloured like sculet ; 
casting at her husband an easer and animatealooK, 
cfious Heatren-f she exchdmea, who knows, my dear, 
Ais may be our preciotis, out lost and lon^g attiei 
boy, to whom Providence this day has so woinden 
($6naucted us T 

Madam, skid Mr. Feteton, it is thought that hnnd^ds or 
chiMren a^e yearly spirited a^a'y from thefr parents, b ' 
gipsies, by beggars, (o excite charity, and by Kidnappei 
to carry to the plant^iotis;. but I hear of very fe^ '^^ 
trfet have been restored, except in romadce. Pitey, 



yo\i any pafticolar memorandum qr mark Whereby' jcoi 
Would know' him to be yotir child, on the 



pTtedrnptk 
of his being found 1 

Alas! no, Sir, said Mrs. Fieldhig ; he \^ia scttrce two 
Jears old v^hen his nurse got lelave to go and see a rebt^ 
aon, the only visit, poor woman, that she lii&d^ fjtom th^ 
time she took my child to the breast. She left him iti tM 
tfdre of the house^maid, who used to caress him with pto^ 
ttcular tenderness. He stood With her 4t th6' do6t \ 4oia6 
oheb^edherin suddenly, but quickly r6tt^ming, iibi^^ 
child was gone ! 

Ah f could the wretches Who took him have go^essed at 
the heart rending anguish which that loss cost me, ft 
were not in the nature of barbarians^ of brutes, of fiendA 
themsielves, to have imagined a deed of such dendlinc 
For three days and nights, life bove^d like a flsihie' t 
wab Just departing, ana Was only ietafned by ihj^ fi^eqa^j 
ind Ion£( swoonings, that* for a: time, shirt up all sehsi; anr 
ifecolfectio'h. Neither do I think that my dea[f httsbaiu 
suffeted mtich less thaii myself, however he might con- 
strain add eiett his spirits to keep up, tfs H wete, iK>uuf 
tlppearanc^e of manliness. 

We disx>atched cryers throughout the city, ai^d thjfougtt 

ijf tiie neig^Hbburing towns, with olferd or v^ist x^edom- 

pdnte to mS who should diico^'^et tktva t^ii^i^ <nn <3^|i 
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the public papem Bat, alas, b« must havd been taken 
W mae r&f ittietftte wi^tehetf Mo ecnM H^ t^ «MI 
Hmo nevcir he^At of tl^e rcfwatcbl tbftt were otmted ; their 
ttwfi int^irest miist otherwise have eiigaged them to re- 
toj^n hiitt. jhrey, Mt. Femon, how did you ame by tttili 

Here Ived assisted Mt. Fentoti to give a detail, lee^peci^ 
ing himself^ tit the dreuiiiiBtances already f^^dted; and 
Mr. Fenton mentioned the precaution he had taken for ~ 
seizing his former ihainmy, u ever she should make her 
appeaianee. 

ff heaven should ever bless me with more children, said 
Mr. Fielding, I have determined (o fix some indelible mark 
upon them, such as that of the Jerusalem Letters, that, in 
ciise of accident,! mtty be able to discover tod ascertain m^ 
^spring from all others. Such a precaution, said Mr. 
"^enton, is more especiaU^ incumbent on those who send 
^r cZnldren abroad to oe nursed \ where it is practicsi- 
te for fbsferenr to impose a living infknt in the place of 
one who has died; or by tat exchange, to prefer a child 
of their own to an inheritance : far the features of in&ncy 
g^enerally change to a degree that shortly leaves no trace 
of the original cai^ of countenance; and it is common wita 
parents to leave their children at nurse, for years, witl^ 
out seeing or renewing the memory of their aspects. 

tit. Fenton, sayi<rMrs. Fieldmg. will you'give me youY 
interest in thk sweet foundling f t Witt fegard him ae 
my own child, 1 Will be good to him for the sake of the 
one I have Tost. Tell me, my de^r, wiU you come and 
five WiA me? — ^What say you, Ned, says Mr. Fenton, 
would you like to so and hve with' theft lady 1 Sir. 
cried Ned, could I find in my heart to leave master Har^ 
ty and you, to be sure I wot^d give the world to be with 
this dear lady. So saying, he catched at her banc) and 
pressed it eagerly to his hps^ Mrs. Fielding found her- 
self surprised and agitated by this section ; and taking him 
in her arms, and repeatedly Kissing him, the gush ot pas^ 
■ion which she had sometime slipuressed, broke forth; 
and she shed a plenteous shower of tears upon him. 

Word being now brought that the chariot was put t6 
rights, and at the door. Mr. and Mrs. Fielding took a 
fender fiurewell of Mr. Fenton tod Ned, tod set off for 
London. 

As we propose, after the manner of the celebrated Ver- 
tot to drop au d^ heavy and inanimate parts Of our his- 
tory, atid to retain nothmg but the life and spirit thereof: 
we take the liberty to pass oyer a few months, during 
Which nothing maiterial happened, save that our Hatrry 
Inoreased instatnre, and in all personal and ment^ 9x^ 
eonitkliamn^nts. ^ , ▲ 

n wa« th» latter e|ul oC A.iag»i^>X^ ^%^^Dii&%est issA. 
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pleasant, when Harry issaed forth to his little CctmpUt 
marHus, accompanied by Neddy, and the faithful James* 

He was there met by his customarj companions in 
arms ; and they had nearly settled their courses and ex-^ 
ercises for the evening, when a young phenomenon o^ 
nobility made his appearance, like a phoenix among th^ 
▼uigar birds, attended by two servants in flaming live^ 
ries. 

AH the boys, except Harry, and Ned who kept close 
to him, immediately approached the glittering strangef* 
and paid their respects with admiratiou, and a kind of 
awkward obeisance; while Harry eved him askance, 
with a half sullen and half disdainful regard, and not- 
withstanding the native benevolence of his temper, felt 
no kind of complacence in his bosom toward him. 

The young nobleman^ to make a parade of his wealth, 
and at the same to indulge his petulance of disposition, 
took a handful of sixpences and shillings from his pocket, 
and throwing them among the crew, cried, a scramble 
boys, a scramble ! 

Hereupon a scuffle-royal instantly ensued. AQ of 
them, save three, eagerly grappled at the pieces that had 
fixed their eye ; while each at tlie same time seized and 
struggled with his fellow. Our hero, meanwhile, ob- 
served all that passed with a distinguishing attention. 
But, as the cause of quarrel was quickly conveyed from 
sight, nothing worse happened than a few trips and 
boxes, to which the parties had been accustomed, and' 
therefore did not resent ; insomuch that my lord was 
wholly defeated of the benevolent Intention of his gene- 
rosity, and looked upon himself as defrauded of his coin. 

To compensate Uiis disappointment, and to make surer 
for the future, of his dearly beloved mischief; he took a 
crown-piece from his pocKet, and holding it up to the 
full view of the assembly, he proclaimed it as the prize 
of victory between any two who should step forth on 
the spot, and engage in a boxing match. At the word 
an unknown champion sprung forward, instantly strip- 
ped, and challenged the field. 

This unknown had arrived but that very momi|ig, 
with his parents who came to settle at the village. He 
was by nature a very valiant but very quarrelsome boy ; 
he had consequently been engaged in a number of oc- 
casional combats, wherein he had generally comeofTvic- 
torious ; and this gave him as full an assurance of con- 
quest as though his brow had already received the wreath. 

The stranger in bulk and stature exceeded the field, 
and no one had yet offered himself an antagonist ; when 
Harry steppint? up, thu^ addrersei him in a gentle but 
admonishing accentt 

i find, BjT, you are % itranger , you ar^ th^refbre to bo 
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«xei|«e4 for bel^aving amiss, as you are y^ unacquamfef 
witfi the laws of this place. But I must now be so tcpft 
te inform you, that wnoever quarrels here or boxes for 
money must afterwards take a turn with me for noth- 
ing. As well before as after, briskly replied the adver- 
sary ; but I scorn to take you at an advantage, prep^r9 
yourself and. strip ! !You must first show me, rejoined 
{iarrv^ that you are worth stripping for. 

Tne unknown, instantly fired at wha^ he held tQ be a 
boastful insult, and leaping forward, aimed a punch t|| 
Harry's stomach with all his force ; when Harry nimbly 
catching the right wrist of his adversary in his left hand, 
and giving him at the same instant a sudden trip with 
his right foot, and a stroke across the neck with his right 
arm, the strange hero's heels ficw up, and his shoulders 
and head came with a squelch to the earth. 

As this unfortunate champiog lay, astonished, dismay- 
ed, and wholly disqualified by his fall from further con- 
tention, Harry, generously stepped forward and offered 
to raise him. But turning from him, he painfully and 
slowly arose, and muttering something not intelligible, 
he walked away with a sullen but miich abased motion 

Harry's companions, hereat, began to set up a cry of 
triumph and derision after the vanquished. But Har- 
ry SjUddenly stopped them and cried. For shame, my 
friends ; he is a brave boy, and deserves to be honoured, 
though a stranger to our ways ; and I hope, in my heatt, 
that lie may not be hurt, nor discouraged fVom com- 
ing among us any more. 

Our young nobleman, mean while, had observed all 
that passed, and considerx'd our hero with an envious 
and indignant attention ; when Harry, calling to him the 
three boys who had declined to partake of tne scramble 
for my lord's money, ray good boys, cries he aloud, 
you had the honour to refuse to quarrel and tear your 
companions and friends to pieces, for the dirty matter of 
a few sixpences, and the first part of your reward shall 
be many sixpences. 

So saying, he put his hand in his pocket, and taking 
out three crowns, made a present ofjone to each. ^Then 
feeling a secret touch of self-approbation, he turned to 
my lord's servants, and addressed them, in an accent, 
and with an action rather too highly elevated : Go, he 
cried, my friends, take your young master home to his 
father and mother ; and tell them from me, that since 
they have already made him a Lord, I wish the next 
thing they do,- would be'to make him a Gentleman J 

What, you scoundrel, cried my lord, do you tell me 
to my face, that I am not a Gentleman 7 and, flying in- 
> stantly at Harry, he gave him a smart stroke on the left 
eheek. Harry oad just begun to recollect hia««s«.^\sQ&.^ 
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being again kindled to quick resentment, he half repress- 
ed and naif enforced a sudden punch which he reached 
at the nose of his lordship, who eiving a scream, fell 
backward^ and measured nis length on the fleld. 

The two servants immediately stooped to raise their 
bleeding; master; and one of them, highly exasperated 
to see his lord in that condition, turned furiously upon 
Harry, in order to chastise him. But Jack Freeman, his 
fellow servant, straight caught him by the arm, crying, 
Hold Patrick, hold ! remember fair pldy and Old Eng- 
land ! 

So saying, he suddenly stooped, catched at our hero's 
hand, pressed it warmly to his lips, and cried, O, my 
noblest child, how I envy the happiness of those wlio 
serve you ; then turning, he took nis lord by the hand, 
and straight led him away from the field^of battle. 

Faisirn. — Apropo', to your turning a Lord into a 
Gentleman, when your nero gave that just, though 
over-haughty reproof, to the insolence and petulance of 
the gay stranger, had he not a clear conception of the 
character of your true Gentleman 7 - 

Author. — If he had not a nositive, yet you see he 
had a negative, apprehension or the matter. If he could 
not say what it was to be^yct he could tell you what it 
was — not to be a Gentleman. And he clearly perceived 
that neither finery, ^andeur of equipage, title, wealth, su- 
perior airs, affectation of generosity, neither a mischief- 
making temper, nor a taking deligfit in the broils, con- 
flicts, passions, and pains of others, were any constituent 
qualities in this venerable character. 

Fr. — I beseech you then, at this interval, to satisfy 
my impatience, andto make good your promise, that you 
would give me a detail of the qualities that entitle a man 
to this supreme of denominations. 

AuT. — That perhaps may be done with better effect 
to the understanding as well as the heart, by instancing 
and exemplifying, rather than defining. 

The first of great poets, in his character of Hector, has 
given us the lineaments of the first and most finished 
gentleman that we meet in profane history, admirably 
and amiably instanced in his attachments io his country, 
in his filial affections, in his rx)njugal delicacirs, in his 
paternal feelings, in his ardour lor his friends, in hi^ hu- 
manity to his enemies, and even in his piety to the gods 
that he worshipped, (no deduction from his courage, ac- 
cording to ancient anthmetic!) 

Some time atler the battle of Cressy, Edward' the 

Third of England, and Edward the Black Prince, the 

more than heir of his father's renown, pressed John king 

^ffranaef to indulge t^dm^iUi the pleasure of his 09^1- 
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|)any at London. John was desirous of embracing Um 
invitation, and accordingly laid the proposal before his 
parliament at Paris. The parliament objected, that the 
invitation had been made with an insidious design of 
seizing his person, thereby to make the cheaper and 
easier acquisition of the crown, to which Edward at that 
time pretended. But John replied, with some warmth, 
that ne was confident his brother Edward, and moie 
especially this young cousin, were too much of the Gri^- 
TLEMAir, to treat him in that manner. He did not say 
too much of the king, of the hero, or of the saint, but 
too mi|ch of the Gentlemait to be guilty of any base- 
ness. 

The secfuel verified this opinion. At the battle of 
Poictiers kmg John was made prisoner, and soon after 
conducted by the Black Prince to England. The Prince 
entered London in triumph, amid the throng and accla- 
mations of millions of the people. But then this rather 
' appeared to be the triumph of tne French king, than that 
of his conqueror. John was seated on a proud steed, 
royally robed, and attended by a numerous and gorgeous 
train of the British nobility ; while his conqueror endea- 
voured, as much as possible, to disappear, and rode by 
his side, in plain attire, and degradingly seated on a little 
Irish hobby. 

As Aristotle and the Critics derived their rules for epic 
poetry and th6 sublime, from a poem which Homer had 
written long before the rules were formed, or laws estab- 
lished for the purpose ; thus, from the demeanour and 
innate principles of particular Gentlemen, art has bor- 
rowed and instituted the. many modes of behaViour, 
which the world has adopted, under the title of good 
manners. 

One quality of a gentleman is that of charity to the 
poor; and this is delicately instanced in the account 
which Don Quixotte gives to nis last friend Sancho-Pansar 
of the valorous but yet more pious knight-errant Saint 
Martin. 

On a day said the Don, Saint Martin met a poor man 
half-naked, and taking his cloak from his shoulders, he 
divided it and gave him one half. Now tell me, attwhat 
time of the year this happened 1 Was I witness 1 quoth 
Sancho ; how the vengeance should I know in what 
year, or what time of the year, it happened 1 Hadst 
thou, Sancho, rejoined the knight, any thing within thee 
of. the sentiment of Saint Martin, thou must assuredly 
have known that this happened in winter: for bai it been 
summer, Saint Martin would have given the who'e cloak. 

Another characteristic of the true gentleman, 's a deli- 
cacy of bfih^viour toward that sex, whon^^natur^^ has en* 
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Oecl id tlMi pvotectioii, and eo^aequently entitled to tbe 
nderneM) of man* 

The same gentleinan-errant, entering mte a wood on 
Bummer's eveninK« found himself entantcted among^nets 
r green thread, that, here and there, hunfic A'om ti«e lo 
se ; and conoeiyin^ it some matter of purposed conjnr- 
icm, pushed valorously forward, to hreak through the 
lehantment Hereupon some hiBautifol shepheraeesee 
iterposed with n cry, and besought him to spare the im- 
iements of their innocent recreation. The knight, sur- 
rised and charmed by the vision, replied — Fair crea- 
ires ! my province is to protect, not to injure ; to seek 
1 means of service, but never of ofifence, more especially 
» any of your sex and apparent excellencies. Your 
retty nets take up but a small piece of favoured ground ; 
at did they enclose the worlo, I would seek out new 
orids, whereby I might win a passage, rather than break 
lem. 

Two very lovely but shamefaced girls had a cause, of 
>me consequence, depending at Westminster, tbatindis- 
ensably required their personal appearance. They 
«re relations of Sir Joseph Jekyl, and on this tremen- 
Dus occasion, requested nis company and countenance 
t the court Sir Joseph attended accordine:ly ; and the 
Biuse being opened, the judge demanded whether be was 
) entitle the ladies bv the denomination of spinsters 1 
Fo, my lord, said Sir Joseph, they are lilies of the val- 
»y ; they toil not. neither do they spin ; yet you see that 

monarch, in all his glory, was ever arrayed like one 
f these. 

Another very peculiar characteristic of a Gentleman, 

1 the giving piace^ and yielding to all with whom he ba« 

»do» 

i,i this we have a shining And affecting instance m 
ibraham. perhaps the most accomplished character tfiat 
lay be found in history, whether sacred or profane. 

A contention had arisen between the herdsmen of > 
ibraham and the herdsmen of his nephew Lot, respect- 
[ig the propriety of the pasture of tfie lands wherein 
iey dwelled, that could how scarce contain the abun- 
ance of their cattle ; and those servants, as is universal- 
is the case, had, respectively, endeavoured to kindle and 
nflame their masters with their own pas.sions. 

When Abraham, in consequence of this, perceived that 
he countenance of Lot be^an to chnngre toward him, he 
ailed, and generously expostulated with him aa follow- 
'h : 

**Lei there be no strife, 1 pray thee, between me and 
ee, or between my herdameTV aivd iVv^ \\ctA«a!iftw\ for 
f be brethren. If it be thy dewre \o^pw>\fc ^ife.'^isW 
D me, £9 not the whole land befox© ^n^e^ ^V^aaxj^^^ 
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Mke Uw bfttujiEl, then njU I BO lathe right i<slf8wn 
depart to the right hand, then i will go to the leil." 

Another capital quality of the true Gentlemui i^ tint 
o£ ieeliDg hi maelf concerned and interested in othets.-^ 
Nevei wtia there ao benevolent, so a&cting, «o patheti* 
& piece of oratory exhibited uponeaitb, aa tbatof Abra- 
ham'! pbadins with God for aveiting the judgments thU 
then impended over godom. But the matter ia already 
■o leneralh' celebrated, Uuit I am coaatraiiwl to refer mj 
reaoei to toe panage at full ; aince Ibe amalleet abridg- 
ment mnat deduct trom its beaudea, and that nothing 
CW) be Mlded to the eicellenciei Ibereof. 

Hooour, again, ia said in srriptute. peculiarly to dia- 
tinguiah tlw character of a Gentleman : where it is writ- 
■ MllirfSecbem,tbeaon of Uamor, "Tbst he waa more 
bonpuiable than all (be bouse of hie btber." 

Thta young prince giving nay tu the violence of lua 
paaaion,li»ddjanonourably deflowereii Dinah the daugti' 
ter of Jacob'. But bis affections and soal cleaved to uie 

Ety Wliom be had irtjured. He set no limits to his of- 
I for repairing the wrong. Ask me, he said to bet 
dred, " ask me Dever so much dowry and gift, and I 
will give according as ye ebsJI ssj' uato me i bntgiveme 
the damsel lo wife.' '^ 

From hence it may be inferred, that humv> excelleneei 
□r human amiableness, doth not so much consist ib a 
fteedom fVom ftailty, aa in our recotery from lapaea, our 
deleautioii of ouc owD ttansKieasiwsi and our oeaip of 

■toning, by alt """" """ ~' — '" 

done, and the ol 



ictly to the rule of riclit c 

ra the aame nteaanre that 

._ .. . ^jod man, Ihoi^tboccaBiMi. ._, 

of jUBtice,haB, properly apeakinE.na iDeaBQre to bl* b*> 
■Mvolmce; hia general propensity ia to give more llian 
tbe due. The just man condemn*, and is deairooi of 



Eom otherathe aame m. , 
uttbe good man, thoi^b occaaumalty bemaybUtlioft 

. ;.._.:„ 1 1 u jg ■jj, jjjj ^^ 



pimistaini, (he transgressors of tbe Hue preseribad to 
brnaelf I but the good man. Id the aense of nia own AnilM 
and fiulinga, gi«e« latitude, indulgence, and pardon M 
etben ; be judges be condnnns no me, save tdmsalt — 
The wstm^iaas a stream tliatderiate* Dot, totltetwM 
It left, Ihm its appointed channel, neltber is twtUMOf 



a ^ bonoai. U« etnAnuKo,^ i» « 



THE FOOL OF QtfALlf ¥. 

Again, the Gentleman never envfea any superior ex- 
Uence ; but grows himself more excdlent, by being the. 
mirer, promoter, and lover thereof. 
Saul said to his son Jonathan, " Thou son of the per- 
rse rebellious woman ! do not I know that thou hast 
osen the son of Jesse to thine own confusion 1 for as 
ng as the son of Jesseliveth upon theground thou shalt 
>t be established nor thy kingdoms : wherefore send 
td fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die.**— 
ere every interesting motive, that can possibly be con- 
ived to nave an influence on man, united to urge Jo- 
Lthan to tfie destruction of David : he would thereby 
Lve obeyed his kins, and pacified a father who was en- 
ged against him ; ne would thereby have removed the 
ily luminary that, then, eclipsed the brightness of his 
vn achievements ; and he saw, as his father said, that 
e death of David alone could establish the kingdom in 
mself and his posterity : but all those considerations 
ere of no avail, to make Jonathan swerve firom honour, 

slacken the bands of his faith, or cool the warmth of 
s friendship. O Jonathan ! the sacrifice which thou 
en madest to virtue was incomparably more illustrious 

the sight of God and his angels, than all the subse- 
lent glories to which David attained. What a crown 
as thine, " Jonathan, when thou wast Asim. in thine I 

gh places!" I 

Saul of Tarsus, afterwards called Paul; had been a f 

an of bigotry, blood, and violence ; making havoc of, 
id breathing out threatenings and slaughter against all 
ho were not of his own sect and persuasion. But 
heii the spirit of that Ihfaht, who laid himself in the 
anger of Jhuman flesh, came upon him, he acquired a 
3w heart and a new nature ; and he offered himself a 
illing subject to all the sufferings and persecutions 
hich he had brought upon others. 

Paul, from that time, exemplified, in his own/person, 

1 those qualities of the Gentleman, which he afterwards 
>ecifies m his celebrated description of that charity, 
hich, as he says, alone endureth forever. 

When Festus cried, with a loud voice, " Paul, thou art 
iside thyself, much learning doth make thee mad ;" 
aul stretched forth the hand, and answered, '* I am not 
lad, most noble Festus ! but speak forUi the words of 
uth and soberness. For tlie King knoweth of these 
lings, before whom also I speak freely : for I am per^ 
laded that none of these things are hidden from him. 
ing Agripi>a, believest thou the prcmhets 1 I know that 
ou 2>eiieVest'* Then Agrippa saia unto Paul, " Almost 
m pisfsiiadest me to be a Cm\s\xaTv?^ Kxvd vaul stfid, 

would to God, that not oivAv t\iow,\»aX. «\«ft ^ >ic«\. 
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hear me this day, were not only almost, but altogether 
Buchaslam — except these bonds." 

Here, with what an inimitable elegance did this man, 
in his own person, rt once sum up the orator, the saint, 
and the Gentleman ! 

From these instances, my friend, you must have seen, 
that the character, or rather quality of a Gxktlema^, 
does not in any degree depend on tashion or mode, on 
station or opinion ; neither changes with customs, cli- 
mates, or ages. But as the Spirit of God can alone in- 
spire it into man : so it is, as God is, the same yesterday, 
to-day, and forever. 

Fr. — It is^a standard, whereby I propose, ibr the fu- 
ture, to measure and judge of aU my acquaintance. 

But let us return to our little Gentleman monitor. 



CHAPTER XIL 

Never did Harry feel himself so deeply mortified, so 
debased in his own eyes^ as when my lord's footman, in 
terms and with an action so uncommonly respectAiI, 
had stooped and kissed his hand. His heart, but just 
before, had whispered to him, that the manner in which 
he had admonished the young nobleman, expressed more 
of the pride and insolence of his own temper, than any 
friendly intention to reform the fkults of another; and he 
already began to suspect^ that the manner in which- he 
-had dispensed his own bounty, shewed the same inten- 
tion which he meant to reprove, and with which he had 
been so highly offended in his lordship. 

Thus disgusted with himself, and consequently with 
all about him, he turned away from his compauions, 
walked sad and silent homeward, and passing softly 
through the hall, withdrew .to his own chamber. 

James had followed Harry at such a distance as just 
to keep him in sight, and entering where his master sat 
reading in the parlour, Mr. Fenton inquired eagerly after 
his boy* . James cast at his master a look of much so- 
lemnity, and shaking his head in token of concern. Ah, 
Sir, said he, I am sorry to tell you that Master Harry, 
to-day. was not altogether 90 good a boy as I could have 
wished. Indeed t observe of late that, at times, he is 
apt to be very sudden and passionate. I doubt, Sir. we 
sliall have woful- doings by-and-by ; he has terribly abus- 
ed and battered the son and heir of the earl of Mans- 
field, one of the worthiest noblemen in sdl England. To 
b^ sure we shall have sad complaints a^oitoX. VKcsi. X 
was present at all that passed, anA \jroV^^^waX«i'>A»xci^'*=^ 
very much in fault. 
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¥9Q deli|dMn[ie» yoa tmisport me, cried Mr. Fenton ; ' 
my only affliction i^riu that he had no taulta. I want 
him to baVe faults, stich fkults as may make him feel 
^ra» But tell me minutely, as particularly as you can, 
how this afiair happened. James then gave a special de* 
tttl of what we have recited. Whereupon Mr. Fenton 

Sxclaimed, O, my noble, my generous, my incompara* 
lie boy ! where is he T let me see him, what is become of 
him'i 

Upon enquiry, Mrs. Susan reported that she Imd seen 
biin stealing softly up stairs. Mr. Fenton then taking 
his book in his hand, stole up after his Harry ; and open* 
ing his chamber door with the least noise posmble, saw 
him seated, in a dejected attitude, in a far comer of th9 
room ; and looking attentively at him, perceived that htr 
had been in tears. 

He thereupon took a chair, and gently seating himself 
beside him, what is the matter my Harry, he said, what 
ails my love 1 Don't ask me, don't ask me. Sir, cried 
Harry ; I dare not tell you, indeed I dare not. You would 
love me no longer, you would hate me, if I should tell 
you. Hate you my darling ! cried Mr. Fenton, that is 
quitd impossible ; I can never hate you, my Harry. But 
eome, be free with your friend, tell me openly and hon- 
estly, for what do vou think I should hate you 1 For my 
&ults, Sin for my faults. To be sure, is not in the world 
so bad a boy as myself; ^nd what is worse than all that, 
when I think and mean to do better than ever, some- 
thing comes in the way and spoils the whole, and so 
turns all the good that is in me mto nothing but naugh- 
tiness. 

Here, Harry could contain no longer, but burst into 
a passionate gush of tears and sobs ; and Mr. Fenton 
tenderly embracing him, and taking him on his kne& 
and clasping him to his bosom, gave way to the kindred 
emotion that sweUed in his own breast, akid mingled his 
joyful tears with those of his Harry. 

As soon as the passion of these two friends had 8ut>- 
sided, Harry began to take new courage from the ear 
resses of his dear dada, who as he sensibly felt, would 
never hate or forsake lum, however he might conderaa 
and detest himself 

Well then, dada, says he, since you are so very goojdt 
I vrill trust you with my story, so for as it has to say to 
the little that I can remember of my faults in it. 

You must know that I had no sooner got into your 

field, that you gave me for our plays, than a young master 

etUne up to us, so grandly areoBed and attended, aii4 

fntb such a saucy air, Uial ne seemed \a ««) Sxv tu»i ewa 

mind, aU these are but ^rt va eompvcVsoiv oi\!^«i^. 

As 1 ioojced at him>he biouftVA V> iw? xwiA ^Co^ «i5««^ 
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yoQ cuioe to|4 me of Hercuks* wtio was peiBoned by l)ui 
Bii^ coat. So I b\eig»i to pity him, and I oefieve, to de- 
spiae him too : and that you know was not right ; for 
vou told me inat whoever despises another ^rows worse 
than Xbib one he di^pises, and &Us below him, While he 
thinks to set himself above him ; but that did not come 
into mv headatthe time. 

Ana so, Sir, to shew us all that he did not matter mo- 
ney, or that he loved mischief the better of the two, |^ 
took out a handful of silver and threw it amOng my co|n- 
panicms to set them by the ears ; and this provoked and 
began to make me very angry with him^ and thus ond 
intuit brought me into another after it, like Water my 
chickens come clock. 

But this did not satisfy my 3;«ung lord, for they called 
him lord, but he must take out a crown and ofrer it to 
any two of my companions that would box for it. So a 
stranger that was just come, offered to box any one in 
the company for it ; but I do not repent of my. beating 
him, because he was the challenger. 

But, the worst is yet to come, dada. There was some 
if my companions who refused to join in the scramble 
for the money and that pleased me very much ; and so 
to reward them I took out a handful of money and gave 
them a croWii a piece. But, you know, I need not have 
taken out more money than 1 meant to give them, if it 
was not partly to shew my lord that I had as much mo- 
ney as himself; and to I got myself up to the head and 
ears in the very same fault that I found with him. 

Now comes the worst of all^ For^ growing proud and 
conceited, as if I had no one fault in the world : and as 
if the like of me was only fit to reprove others and teach 
thein their dutyj t desired the fine master to take him- 
lelf Jiome, and suice he was a lord to learn also to be a 
gentleman. Upon that he gave me a blow, which I de- ^ 
perved verv weO ; hut I did not matter his blow a philip, 
ii t hadnot thought it an affront before my companions. 
( So my basaion beg^an to rise, and I gave him halfa stroke; 
but luuuckiiy it hit him full in the nose, ahid I am afiraid 
he is hurted very sadly. 

Besides all,dada,I know well enough there will come sad 
complaints againM me, and so I sfcueill bring trouble and 
disturbance upon you v and that is gjriei upon grief. 

Bo not fear for me, Harry. I shall do weUenough, says 
|dr. Fenton. But, Harrv,you nave not told me near as great 
news as you thought to do. I knew all along that you 
had a very haughty boy tvithih you ; but I forebore io 
tell you so, because I rather wished vou should make the 
discovery yourself; and now, God be vi^«i&^\ ^cra^>Q»:<(^ 
ifbundputlhe tn&cs^X, 

AmwMt 8^ will it do ixie,^i»^>\A totfw ^0o»^^. *» 
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bad, when I do not know how to make myseirbetter ? 
for to-day, I thought and meant to be Very good, and yet 
found myaelf in the end, to be worse than ever. Bnti 
as you say, to be sure I have been very bad, though I 
baralv knew kny thing of the matter till now. I now re- 
member how I had like to murder poor Mr. Vindex with 
the sword \ and a hundred other things, if I could bring 
them to mmd. What shall I do then* dada, what shall I 
do to ^rowgoodl / 

I will tell you, my Harry, says Mr. Fenton. And as 
you have generously entrusted me with one secret, that 
of having a very bad boy within you ; it is but fair that 
I should entrust you with another secret, which is that 
of having an exceedingly good boy within you. 

What, two boys in one, dada, how can that be? It is 
even so, my darling 1 you yourself told- me as much. — 
Did you not say that, this very day, the one was strug- 
gling and fighting within you against the other 1 that the 
one was proud, scornful, ostentatious^ and revengeful : 
the other humble, gentle, generous, lovmg, and forgiving? 
and that when the bad boy got the better, the good hoy 
took him to task, and reprimanded and severely rebuked 
him, and made him cry bitterly ? 

What you say, indeed, dada, is something very like it: 
only I cannot think how one boy can be two boys. Do 
you remember, Harry, what you read last night in the 
Old Testament, about Rebecca the wife of Isaac, when she 
was with child? Yes, very well, Sir. As how she was with 
child with twins, ** and the children struggled together 
within her; and she said, if it be so, why am I thus? and 
she went to enquire of the Lord." Very nght,my love; and 
I now say to you what God then said to Rebecca. 1 do 
not mean that you have two boys within you, of tlie 
bodily bulk, features, and shape of yourself^ but that 
you nave too different spirits or principles within you, 
which, like Esau and Jacob, have quite different and ad- 
verse natures, inclinations, and desires *, the one prompt- 
ing and hurrying you into all that is evil, the other in- 
viting, and leading you into all that is good. So you 
see, Harry, and you have felt, that like Rel^ecca^ you nave 
your own Esau, and your own Jacob, struggling within 
your bosom ; and the war between them shall never 
cease, till the one shall have wholly conquered and sub- 
jected the other. 

To make this matter plainer and clearer to you, my 
darling, I will tell you a pretty story out of the book that 
is in my hand. 

Cyrus was a King, and a great Conqneror, but in his 
private capacity, a very virtuous man. On a day, some 
ofhig captains f just returned fTomaiiexped\\\oTv\\TvfoTm- 
ed him that they bad brougU Vaia ^ ^;t««i\A«X'mQiikdiet 



ttlE POOL OP QUALITY. 206 

in tbe world, a young Princess called Panfhea, whom 
they had taken captive, and whose charms exceeded all 
that could be imagined of woman. 

Cyrus, as I told you was virtuous. He was already 
married ; and he dreaded running the risque of being se-. 
duced from his hpnesty by the dangerous allurements of 
this enchanting beauty. He therefore obstinately, though 
reluctantly, forbid her approach ; and denied himself the 
pleasure he might have taken in beholding her. 

His own honour, however, and the respect due to the 
quality arid accomplishments of the lady, demanded all 
possible attention, and precaution in her behalf. For this 
purpose, he summoned his chief captains and favourites* 
lie asked, which of them would adventure to take the 
charge of this young beauty ; and he promised the high- 
est rewards to those who should honourably discharge 
their trust, but threatened his deepest displeasure to any 
who should betray it. 

All of them shrunk at the apprehension of taking upon 
them ihe personal custody and care of a beauty, whom 
their great and virtuous monarch had not even dared to 
look upon; and no one had offered to undertake this 
perilous commission, till a valiant and noble youth, nam* 
ed Araspes, stood forth.^ 

From my infancy, O Cyrus, said the graceftil adven- 
turer, I have been educated in the sohool, and brought up 
at the feet of the divine Zoroteter. I am accustomed, 
from my childhood, to combat, conquer, and scorn all 
sensual seducers. I hold virtue in mine eye, as its only 
object ; my heart esteems and affects it as my only good; 
the nature thereof is become one with my nature: and 
I do not remember the time wherein I have been tempt- 
ed to deviate from rectitude, or sink beneath the calls of 
honour. I cannot therefore but smile at the fear of my 
companions. Their courage at a breach or in the field 
is unquestionable. I have seen them face a thousand 
deaths ; I have seen them rush into dangers ; and yet 
they dread the sight of a single and weakly female. For 
me she can have no terrors, since I am out of the power 
and reach of her allurements. I will undertake the diarge 
of this formidable creature, at the risk of my honour, at 
the risk of my life, and more tiian all, at the risk of the 
favour of Cyrus. 

Cyrus had long loved the person, and contemplated 
and admired the virtues of this youth. He therefore, with 
ioy^md confidence, committed the precious deposit to 
nis trust ; in full assurance that the person and honour 
of Panthea could no where be so safe as in tbe protecUssck. 
of Araspes. 

The young hero had in reailtv tt\\ ^aaa N\iV\sft»>®»x^ 
tfofuted, Hia education \mdex «o \»\oNedk ^ \»»sft»^ 
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bis early and long habit of opposing and irejeeting the 
smallest incitement to yic»: and the delights which hji 
was accustomed to feel in tne sentiments and practice of 
Avbat his judgment approved ; had in a manner so whol- 
ly lulled his naughty self to sleep^ that he did not so 
much as dream that he had an enemy within him* 

This, my Harry, was his heavy misfortune, and the sad 
occasion of his falL For, not knowing that his evit Esau 
was still alive in his bosom ; not knowing that he had 
any one to oppose or to struggle with ; he kept neither 
watch nor guard, and so lay niused and open to the mis- 
chief that came upon him, as I amgoin^ to tell you. 

On his seeing the lady who was committed to nis trust, 
he felt no emotion nor sentiment save that of wonder, as 
in beholding the most perfect of the works of his Crea- 
tor; and he took a pleasure in providing that she should 
be treated and accommodated with all possible attention 
and respect, as due to so accomplished and pre-enur 
nent a being. 

As the nature of his commission gave him Sequent 
occasions ol being near and about the person of his 
amiable ward, new beauties grew daily visible and open 
to his eyes. But above all, in conversing with her, the 
music 01 her. accents, and the eleeance of her sentiments 
fell insensibly on his soul^ that drank them up as a dry 
ground drinks up the invisible dew of the evening. 

His occasions for attending her, and doing little offi- 
ces and services about her, now daily increased without 
seaming to do so. When he was called, and intended to 
go elsewhere, his feet imperceptibly carried him to the 
presence of Panthea. His slumbers were short, uneasy 
and broken, and at meals, he knew not whether or oil 
what he fed. 

At length his eyes opened to the calamity of his con- 
dition. But at the moment whei^in he perceived his love^ 
he found himself too &r gone for the possibility of a re- 
> turn. He was as a mariner who had hauled his boat upon 
land ^ and thiitking himself secure, had fallen asleep 
therem ; but while be slept, a spring-tide came silent- 
ly on , and covered the shc^re , and gained ui>on the 
beach, and swelled under the boat, and heaved it tram 
land, and turning, bore it farther and farther to sea. — 
Then awakened the helpless mariner, unprovided of sail 
or oar, or of any means to efi^t or attempt a return. He 
saw his lost estate ; he ^stretched his arms towards the 
land ; but while he reached it with his eyes, he found 
himself carried, by an irresistible power, stiU more and 
more distant from the sight 

Thua fared it with tne wie\c\iedL, V>«\., fallen, away 
JkT9Mpe9. He awakened to ^a coii^>kvati, >q» V^K:i«£.^ 
ar(Paiid> but l(HiAd bimaeiU U^iVpVsw. U'^ v«w^ Xac^ 
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fltruggted ; be wiAed his return to virtue : but'hia wiphe* 
were sickly, as feeble as a dfeam; and he felt himself 
borne away, by a secret and subtle force, ih)in that hon- 
our of which he now barely retained a distant prospect' 

The imbosomed fire that preyed upon him, at length 
became insufferable, and he desperately determined to 
seek relief. He threw himself at the fleet of the object ot 
his desires, avowed the ardour of his passion, and be- 
soufrht her pity. 

The princess risplied, in a mild but resolute accent,! 
do pity you, Ara^s ; I ^ity you the more, as it is all 
thqt my power can ever do for you. Two insurmoun- 
^ble barriers oppose your desires ; the one is my hon- 
our, the other my inclination : I am already married to 
a young hero, the prince and patrou of his people, the 
most accomplished of his sex, and an honour to huraair 
nature ; be is my first and last love, he jyossesses my 
heart wholly; but were it emptied of him, it would ndt 
be emptied of its virtue ; and the thoughts of any otlier 
would be an offence to my soul. Be advised then,Ara8pes, 
depart fi*om temptation, and seek in absence, a cure for 
the indiscretion of your love. 

Confused, astonished, speechless, Araspes lost at once, 
the litttle. that remained to him of virtue and reason.-^ 
He knew iK>t what he did, he would have proceeded tt) 
violence; when the Princess suddenly drew a poniard, 
and pointed it at her bosom ; whereat Araspes straight 
withdrew, overwhelmed with shame, disappointment and 
despair. 

As soon as he had retired, the Princess took a little 
tablet, whereon she inscribed the Allowing words. 

To Cyrus.* 
"Your fkvorite has betrayed his trust ; he would have 
offered violence. Think what is due to your own hon- 
our, as well as that of 

Pawthea." 

This she dispatched to the Monarch by one of her 
faithfiil mutes. As soon as Cyrus had perused it, he sighed 
and dropt a tear, as over the departed virtue of his best 
beloved friend. He instantly sent for Araspes. Araspes _: 
durst- not disobey. He came, indeed, but then he did 
not dare to look upward. v. 

After a silence on both sides — Cyrus cried out, Who- 
ever thou art, account to me tor my friend, account to 
me for his virtue ! a virtue that I deemed to be impassi- 
ble, unassailable. Whereupon Araspes made \|lb&H<c3^Rs«- 
ing most memorable of answers. 

'^ Cyrus, it is manifest that \ Y«Ne Vwo ^wiNAN^^^^ 
JAad but one soul, itxould not \>e,bo\Xv%.\.oT«fc, ^<^"5ift. «»s 
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evil; not a Ioirer,at Uie same time, of what is honest and dici.^ 
iMHieat ; it could not. at once, desire and be averse to th^ 
same thing. It is therefore, most evident that we hav^ 
two souls ; and when the good soul hath the dominior>, 
good works are performed; but evil works, when the evil 
soul predominates." 

Here Harry you see there were two men in one man, 
which is the same thing as there being two bo^s in you. 
For the soul, is the man, Harry ; and the body is but as 
a sifjpn, to give notice to others^ that such a man dwells 
within. 

' But Sir, says Harry, since as you say and as I find, I 
have two diflferent boys or souls within me ; pray, how 
came they to be different 1 did the same God that acsired 
to make the one soul good, desire also to make the other 
soul evil. 

Your question, my darling, is very proper, though very 
deep. I will however endeavour, to tne best of my pow- 
er, to accommodate my answers to the weakness of your 
capacity. 

God, who is nothing but goodness, cannot possibly 
desire any kind of evil, and therefore, cannot be imme- 
diately the author thereof. But he can make or crente 
such poor little insignificant beings, as you and I are, 
Harry, though all that God himself can do in- our behalf, 
cannot possibly make us good, or excellent, or perfect, 
any otherwise than by informing us with his own good- 
ness and perfections. 

This would lead me. my love, to the unfolding tha 
capital secret, of which you are not yet 'susceptible; a 
secret, upon which this world, sun, moon and stai^^ with 
all the worlds upon worlds that lie beyond them, depend 
and hang, as your haff would~hang upon yonder nail. 

The Angels that are now in Heaven are great, gOod, 
perfect, and glorious beings ; because they are filled with 
the greatness, goodness, glory and perfection of God. — 
For they know that, of themselves, tney arc nothing; and 
that in themselves, they are no other than empty and 
dark creatures, mere sensiUe capacities prepared for the 
reception, the feeling, and enjoyment of Uie light, virtue, 
and olessedness of their bountiful Creator. 

How the spirit of man came to be, in itself, so much 
worse than an empty and dark creature \ how it came 
to be filled and polluted with all manner ot evil, with sel- 
fishness, pride,, covetousness, abominable lusts, envy, ha- 
tied, malice^ revengefulness, and wrathfiilness ; how it 
farther came to have a different spirit begotten within it, 
intorming its heart and^urnm^ lV\e cltvotdAX^exeof to sen- 
timentaof humility, chanty, puT\tv,\Q^^,^*^^««-^^wv^ 
peaoe^^etiiiny Harry, is the ^teat eftci^V ^^y^>w,0\^Q!^^^ 
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not yet capable ; the secret, ta I told you, whereon the 
world now hangs, whereby it has been changed, and 
whereby it will be renewed. 

In the mean time, let it suffice for you, to feel and to ^ 
know, that your dark spirit so filled, as I said, with evil, 
is yourself, my Harry, is all that you have or the crea- . 
ture within you, and that the good spirit, which is bfe- 

Sotten within your evil spirit, is breathed into you by 
ie power and Spirit of God himself, in order to oppose 
and conquer the evil, and enlighten the darkness, and 
purify the foulness of your semsh or creaturely spirit ; 
that you may finally become as the angels that are in 
Heaven, filled with the purity, glory, and blessedness of 
yovir God. 

Know, therefore, from henceforward, and let the sense 
of it sink into your soul, my darling, that. all the evil 
which is in you, belongs to yourself; and that all the 
good which is in you, b ilongs to your God: that you can* 
not, in or of yourself, so much as think a good thought, 
or form a good wish, or oppose a single temptation or 
evil motion within you. Trom hence learn to be hum* 
ble, and to think meanly of yourself, and not as(;ribe to 
yourself any kind of goodness or virtue, for that would 
be sacrilege ; it woula be to rob God of nis peculiar pro- 
perty of goodness. From hence ftirther leani, never to 
prefer voorself to others, or to think betterof yourself 
than of any one living ; for. so for as you are a creature, 
no one can be viler or faultier than you are: however 
God may be pleased, through his mercy and, bounty to 
you, to be better in you than in others. 

Never exalt yourself, my Harry : neither in company 
nor conversation, of any kmd, say I did this or I did that, 
or I said this or I said that: for, m exalting yourself, you 
exalt- your own prOud ana evil spirit above the good 
and meek spirit of God that is in you. Let all praise 
mortify and be a reproach to yoinr conscience ; but take 
blame with patience and pleasure ; in so doing you will 
approve yourself a lover of justice^ as well as a lover of 
your own reformation. 

Lastly, my love, turn your whole will and afllections, 
from your own evil spirit, to the spirit of God that is in 

}roo ; for that is the utmost that any man can do toward - 
lis own salvation. Reject, spurn, and detest every mo- 
tion to evil ; embrace, cherish, and take to your heart, 
every motion of good; andyou will thereby acguire the nev- 
er ending glory of having joined with God, in the combat 
and conquest that he is desirous of obtaining over all the . 
guilt, uncleanness, and depravity into which your nature 
Is fallen. 

Here , Andrew came up with notice ta Ytt&TBas.v«in"*Cc«x 
the -Earl of Mansfield was below, wv^ te^i^*\»^ ^i?^''^% 
yrffif him, AtthinHany ^ao^t«OL\3^:^^«iAt;<vs5^>^'^>^ 
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I mi you, Sir, what tiou])Ie I 4|o«U biiaf l||ioii m|1 
Do not be aiaiinad, my dear, aaja Mr, F«IIh>b ; o» you 
stay here. If there is a neceanty fof your appeam&eop 
I wUl send you word. 

The ikther of youpg Lord Bottopa waa in every m» 
spect, the reverse of his 8on« He had oome on foot with- 
out atte^dant«^ was dressed in a plain napip^ oeat, an4 
had the mein and appearance of an honest QaMntxy-grao 
9ier. 

My lord, says Mr, Fenton, I should think mv^^f S'OAt^ 
ly honoured by this visit, it I was pot so much concern* 
ed at the occasion of it X aof truly grieved that my son 
should have done such great offence u> young Lord Bot- 
tom. Sir, says the eart| I iSna you have quite mistaken 
the iiitent of my visit: I am come to thank your son for 
the just and noble jesson which he gave to mine ; and 
which he has so forcibly impressed upon his memory, as 
will not, I trust, permit him to fofget it in a hurry. My 
lord, replied Mr. Fenton, my little fellow is very sensible 
of his misbehaviour in this business, lie was the first 
to chide himself, and he told me the story, very much, I 
assure your lordship, to his own d^advantage, 

Mr. Fenton, rejoined the earl, after what} have heard 
of your boy, from one Jack Freeman, a very faithful and 
intelligent servant of mine, I am quite impatient to see 
him, and there is nothing generous which I am not will- 
ing to believe concerning him. My wife, indeed, is not, 
at aH times, in my way of thinking. She haa taken her 
young lord with her to town, to the doctor's ; and I am 
concerned at the violence of the resentment which she 
expressed on this occasion, as it may be a jneans of de- 
ferring that acquaintanc<'. and intimacy which I heartily 
wish to cultivate with the family of Mr. Fenton. Bui 
where is this wonderful boyi I request to s^e him. 

Harry, hereupon, was immediately called down. As 
he apprenended that he was sent for to be severely chid- 
den, a little resentful haughtiness arose in his mind, and 
strengthened it against the violence of the rei^'oofs that 
he expected. He therefore entered with an air that no 
way'savoured of mortifipation,and made but a cold though 
solemn bow to the eart 

Bless me, exclaimed my lord^ what a ftriking resem- 
blance! I never saw two faces or persons so mudi alike. 
There is no difference, Mr. Fenton, between you and 
your son, except what age has made. Mr. Fenton amil- 
ed, and my lord continued. I always had a notion that 
your heroes were huge feUows ; but here I thintf we have 
'ot heroism quite in a miniatut^ Caiv^SMa^thfi one^ho 
9 1 am told, with a trip or a \Aovj, oNct^xtavj^ «a4,^%? 
olisbeaaJl before hiro'l Cwftft Vo TQ»^vs!i ^««x^vsA 
'e me leave to salute yow* 
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Harry respectfully approached : and my lord taking 
him in his arms, and warmly kissing him, said, I Uianx 
you, my little man, for the generous lesson which yoa 
gave to my very naughty^ boy; and for the difference 
which you taught him to make, fdv the future, between 
the sauciness of a Lord and the sentiments of a Gentle- 
man. 

Harry felt himself, at once, disconcerted, abashed, and 
wholly cut down, by this compliment from his lordship. 
At length, recovering himself, he answered ; you mean^ 
to be sure, Sir, to reprove me the more by what you 
have said ; but if you are in earnest, I am sure it is a 
very bad lesson which you teach me, Sir, when you praiFO 
me for my faults, and so encourage me in them. Fatiltf ! 
my dear, cried the earl, I hefird of none such : what da 
you mean by your faults? I mean. Sir, that when I toM 
your son as much as that he was not a gentleman, it 
shewed that I was still less of the gentleman myself ; 
and I very well deserved the blow which he gave n e 
for such an affront; and I am ready to ask his pardon 
whenever you please, my lord. No, no, my man, cried 
LordMansfield,you shall never disgrace yourself so much 
as to make any submissions to my naughty boy. I shall 
think it no disgrace, quick and aflectin^Iy replied Harry, 
to make submissions to any one who is son to such a 
gentleman as my Lord Mansfield. 

My lord, for some time, looked with astonishment at 
the child ;whent eagerly catching and pressing him to 
his bosom, he cried out, on my soul, you are the swee - 
est as well as the noblest fellow I was ever acquainted 
with ; and'Sir^ I shall think it an honour to be admitte 
among your friends; and that's what I would not say to 
many in Old England. Mr. Fcnton, continued the «ar% 
if you will p:ive yourself the trouble to enquire out my 
little lodge on the hill, you will oblige me: though I 
envy your character, I shall be glad of your acquaintance. 
So saying. Lord Mansfield got up, after his blunt manner, 
and precipitately withdrew. 

On the following evening, Mr. Fenton took Harry and 
Mr. Clement into nis study ; and takins: from his pocket -. 
book a number ofbank-bill8,Mr. Clrraehtsavs he, I here 
make my Harry a present of fifteen hundreq pounds, re- '' 
serving only to myself the privilege of advising how it 
may be laid out and secured for him to the best advan- i 

tage. - " 

To-morrow morning you and he are to set out on fool 
for London, and there to take lodgings as near to the 
^leet-prison as you can conveniently be accommodated. 
You are then to apply to the keeper, and to give bi\\sv ^ 
gratuity for making out a written V\aV. o^ ^\3ft»^t»««i«^ 
ynder his custody, with their q\i«ii\l^ %xv^ Q«ttav\»o^ ^S» 
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nexdd, M ako the sums respectively due, and the teims 
during which they have been in confinements 

You are then to enquire from him the several charac- 
ters, distresses, and merits of all the prisoners of note, 
and to make an entry thereof in a separate paper ; but 
then you are not to dtf^nd altogether on his report You 
are to go firom room to room, to converse with the pri- 
Boners apart, and to enouire from each the characters, 
Ibrtunes^ and disasters or the others. 

This mquisition, in all likelihood, will take you up 
above a fortnight But above all, rememher that those 
among them, who are most affected by the distresses 
of their fellows ought to be the principal objects of your 
own charity and relief. 

Let five hundred pounds of this money be appro- 
priated to the enlargement of such prisoners as are 
under duress for sums not amounting to ten pounds. — 
You will thereby free the captive ; give means of bread 
to the hungry ; and restore to your country many mem- 
bers thai- are worse than useless, that are also a dead 
weight and incumbrance upon her. Let the remaining 
thousand pounds be applied to the enfranchisement or 
relief of those prisoners of note, whose case and calami- 
tic»i call for singular compassion. And be sure to keep 
an account, where your money may fall short of sucn 
▼aluable purposes ! and as far as five hundred pounds 
more will reach, we will supply the defect 

Hereupon Harry caugtu his patron about the neck, 
and repeatedly kissing him, cried, O dada, how happy, 
how very happy you make me ! O, that we had money 

. enough to employ every fortnight the year round, like 
this sweet fortnight ! 

The very next morning our travellers set out on their 
generous expedition. But we forbear to say anything 
relative thereto, till their return ; as they themselves are 
the best qualified, and, in truth, .have the t^st right to 
give the particulars of their Qvrn extraordinary adven- 
nures. 

Our Harry and his friend Clement had not been gone 
above an hour, when Mr. Fenton received a card m>m 
the Countess of Maitland, requesting his company to 
coffee in the evening. She was widow to the late Earl, 
a very lovely woman, had taken the most sumptuous 
house on the hill, and was resorted to by numbers of 
the first figure, from amon^ whom she was perfectly 
qualified to make a selection, exceedingly entertaining 
to beiselft of the sensible, the elegant, and the ludicrous. 
Mr, Fenton attended mvABA^ Vt^^s»V^ «t the time 

.appointed. When he entered, EYie 'wwi ^fv>M\^ ^ xw«!S\fc 

« iMr desk. On turning VieT toVhe dooit^uYv^ ^%&«v^<^t(^. 

ijr tftrook with the grace of toa t^xneA^ ««««XTk»<M^ ^\a& 
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aspect, and the ease of hisdepoitment. She wa« further 
struck with a recollection as of something very interest- 
ing, but which had happened at a vast distance, or of 
which she dreamed, tier heart was affected ; she colour- 
ed up, and again turned pale, without being yet able 
to move from her chair. At length, recovering, and ris- 
ing, and advancing towards him, Mr. Fenton, says she, 
this is a very singular favour, a favour for which I have 
lon^ wished. This Sir, you know, is my third time ot 
asking, but my two former cards were not so happy as 
to brin^ you. Madam, said he carelessly, I km but a very 

E^oor visitor ; however, I could not refuse myself the 
anour of attending your ladyship's summons, at least 
for once. I have heen now, said the Coiuitess. three 
months on the hill. Within that time I have applied to 
aU. mv acquaintance, in order to get some of them (o 
introduce me to yon ; -but none of them were so for- 
tunate as to know your name. To be known, madam, 
replied Mr. Fenton, a person must have been, in some 
way, considerable ; indeed it is in no way disagreeable 
to my own inclinations to pass the short remnant of en 
insigniflcant life, as little noticed as passible. I have 
been just writing a note. Sir, says my lady ; be so grod 
as to amuse yourself tor a moment with the books and 
paintings in my closet there, and I will attend you. 

Within a few minutes after Mr. Fenton had withdrawn, 
Mr. Sneer entered. What, cried he, bowing, all alone, 
Lady Maitlandl that's surprising. Your sex, it seems, 
are grown very careless of improvement, ^hen they ne- 
glect the model by which they should polish their man- 
ners* O" you wretrh, exclaimed the Countess, whet 
brought you here of all things ? I have a world of com- 
pany to be with me this evening; and if they get but a 
hint of your coming, I shall be left as much alone as 
the statue in Bushy-Park. La, madam, cries Mr. Sneer, 
is it possible that with all your discernment, you should 
be so much mistaken 1 Permit me to assure your lady- 
ship, that I am plagued out of my Kfe, by the solicita- 
tions of numbers of the first quality for my company. 
You, you brute, cried my lady, your company courted! 
it must be by Indians then, who have a reason of their 
own for worshipping the devil : why you make no more 
of characters, than a reaper does of grass, when he is 
cutting down weeds. O, madam, excJaimed Mr. Sneer, 
they like me never the worse for that ; every one gladly 
compounds for the maiming of their own character, to 
have the pleasure of seeing those of their neighbours 
hewn down. But pray, madam^ what company do you 
expect this evening? VVhy there is Colonel S weetpouder. 
Colonel Sweetpouder of all things ! Yes, Sir, and a. 
very fine gentleman too, in my opinioa« ^Yv^ ^xbaAssd^ 
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the man would not want sense, it is true, if he had not 
wholly mistaken the manners of his profession. He 
has been, as I am told, in some trifling en^gements, 
but never had the rudeness to attack his enenw wi^ 
out white gloves. He had like to have lost his life, upon 
a retreat, by the delay which he made in search of his 
sword-knot 

Here a footman entered, saying Colonel Sweetpouder, 
my lady. — Lady Maitland, says the Colonel, your truly 
most devoted. More your's than you are any one's, Mr. 
Sneer ; you are extremely happy, Sir, in your tete-a-tete 
with her ladyship, but people have not always the 
choice of their company. Severe, Colondl, very severe 
upon my honour, says Mr. Sneer. He who wars on 
the world, replies the Colonel, should not hope to escape 
without a scratch, Mr. Sneer ; and I have faults enough 
to make me angry with all those who are censorious. 
Colonel, said the Countess, Mr. Sneer has been railing 
at me through fifty families, and is but just come to 
assist me to rail at my neighbours. On my soul, madam, 
says Mr. Sneer, I am resolved not to spare the least of 
your failings, when I am once so ingenious as to dis- 
cover where they lie. Your justice, Mr. Sneer, to the 
merits of this lady, exclaimed the Colonel, entiUes you 
to say what you will against the rest of womankind. 

Mr. Fenton just then re-entering, the Countess intro- 
duced him to her acquaintance. I hope in heaven, 
madam, cried Mr. Sneer, that the company whom you 
expect may be wholly the reverse^ of this gentleman's 
appearance ! The mouth of raillery must else learn the 
language of admiration ; and that would be an exchange 
by no means suitable to my taste. Mr. Fenton bowed, 
but was silent. 

Here was rap,' rap, rap, rap ; and immediately Lady 
Cribbage's chariot viras announced. There now, cries 
Mr. Sneer, there is the happiest woman in the universe, 
that's certain. She divides her whole time between the 
two delights of her life. Cards and Scandal. She 
is never tired of cither, and vet runs from one to the 
other, that variety may give the higher relish to both. 

Lady Ci^ibbage here entered, in all the hurry imagi- 
nable. She flew and embraced the Countess with trans- 
port. My dear, dearest Lady Maitland, says she, how 
nappy am I to have got to you at last ! Heavens, v^hat 
have i endured before I could get free of that odious 
London? What a gauntelope have I run! a hundred 
and Sfiy visits, no less upon rep : and through such a 
eortincnt too, as your nxetccTO fwj \ ^ut there is no 
dispensing with these fopperies ^lYvc^ Y«A^^xQi^\.^»xt^% 
at my gate ; 'and I couldn't \)\]iX telvwiv \XvftVv«v\., \tv ^<2»cA 
manners to myself, yo\x taiQW* 'Xtv^T^ y«^ \a!6.^ ^^^^-^ 
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bout, and Mrs. Chataway, and Mrs. Tendersides, and 
L^dy Frump, and Lady Dowager Gossipper, and Miss 
Giglet, the merry miss of threescoi-e, that you know. — 
La , madam , exclaimed the Countess, why, these are 
all persons of distinguished fashion. Ay, ay, my 
dear friend, replied lady Cribbage, they are the noughts 
of the great -world ; when such as lady MaiUand are 
pleasea to figure before them, they acc[uire a kind of 
value ; they would not otherwise be picked up should 
they, drop on the highway. — Colonel Sweeq>ouder, ten 
thou^nd pardons ! I really did not observe you. — Your 
servant, Sir, — a fine person ! (half whispering to lady 
Maitland) — And you here, Mr. Sneer! you are the man 
of the world to whom we should pay our first respects, 
if we desire that our caps should sit straight, you Know. 
Why, my lady, says Mr. Sneer, would you be like 
the Turk, and allow no brother slanderer near your 
throne ? but the field of follv and ridicule is wide enough 
for us both. Besides, madam, we assail in very diffe- 
rent manners; I am like the Parthian, no more than a 
back stroke and away; but your ladyship moves on like 
time or death, and mows down your sex Without distinc- 
tion before you. O fye, Mr. Sneer, said lady Cribbage! 
What say you, Sir, can you think so hardly of me 1 No 
truly, madam, answered Mr. Fenton ; I am rather in- 
clined to believe that you only prune ; for I have often 
observed that, after very keen hands, reputation sprouts 
anew, and flourishes the better. O lady Cribbage, lady ' 
Cribbage, exclaimed Mr. Sneer, that's the severest - thing, 
upon my honour, that has been said this day. What, 
allow a lady the will to do mischief, and not allow her 
the power ! can any thing be so provoking 1 Well, sup- 

Kosing it be so, rejoined lady Cribbage, I would rather 
e cut by that gentleman's razor than Mr. Sneer's hatch- 
et But apropos, I wonder what keeps lady Philligree! 
I met her on my last visit, and she told me that she 
had but a half a dozen more to pay and be with us ; she 
brings with her a new language for the day, I'll engage. 
That woman, says Mr. Sneer, ought to oe strung up 
for minting our English dialect. True, added the Colo- 
nel, if her coin would pass. 

Come, dearest lady Maitlatid, cried lady Cribbage, 
while we choice spirits are got together, let us know 
what company you have summoned for the evening. I 
hope in goodness you have laid in a sufficient flind for 
merriment I should ^oop to death, if the propriety 
of their manners left no room for laughter. Feax xNs^kV. 
said the Countess ; but mark the ch«it«k!CX«t^«a^«^ ^5?*^C 

First, there is Sir Bumpkin ToWeXX. lA.o«X «^J^?^ 
exclaimed lady* Cribbage: the aTftp^VbvwJkft "^'^^Cr^AVn 
that ia so like an otter, between ms cwxxwVt^ vt«»^^ 
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thai he canT get rid o^ sud his eoort fareeding thai he 
cent —111111 , 

Again, there is Loid Bottom, eari of Mansfield, lately 
oome to the hiD. Ay, added the ColODel, there is the samr 
pie that nature gare ns when she intended toshew what 
man ought to be. He! the bear, cries Sneer ; for heaven's 
sake, ColcMie], how can you jHaiae a man whose man- 
ners are so wholly the rcTerse of your ownl I allow 
tlMt he has talents and learning, though he seems to 
know mrthing about the matter ; and he piques himsell^ 
sol^y, on the most plehian of all Tirtues^ that of being 
an UoxisT BIav. Do you know him, Mr. Fenton ? — 
Just enough. Sir. said Mr. Fenton, to make me fisar that 
I should rather afford matter of ridicule to his lordship, 
than hope to be merry at his expense. I have been told, 
dlEld Sneer, that on ms return Rom his travels, he was 
an' accomplished cavalier, but he suddenly took a disgust 
to all manner of politeness ; and I question at this mo- 
ment, if there be five men in Knglanrt to whom he would 
say. Your Servant ! And I am confident, added Uie 
Colonel, that there are not five m«i in flngland whom 
he would not serve. 

Talk not of him dear Colonel, exclaimed lady Crib- 
bage; he mya more shocking things, in fewer and sim- 
pler words, than any Cynic that ever breathed. Be- 
cause, madam, rejoinsd the colonel, he is too much our 
friend to hurt us oy flattery, and he never reproves but 
with an intention to reform. Weil, well, cried Sneer, I 
own there is not much matter for laughter in his charac- 
ter. Let us call another cause, who. comes next, lady 
Maitland? 

The widow Mawkin, says the Countess, the huge 
Koitish fortune. She who keeps three marriageable 
daughters in the nursery, for fear people should oe so 
impertinent as to enquire who brought them into the 
world. She is not yet in despair of a third jointure. — 
And she wocdd bribe others^ by her smiles, to be as for- 
eetful of her age as she is herself I never see her, cries 
lady Cribbage, but she puts me in mind of a May-morn- 
ing, when toe long pole is awkwardly hung with flow- 
ers and garlands. She has been equally happy, adds 
Mr. Sneer, in adorning her mind with the flowers of 
science ; and is as ridiculously affected in the parade of 
her learning as she is of her dress. 1 could pity or i>ar- 
don all this, says the Colonel, if she were not so mer- 
ciless in her censures on an article of female virtue, 
to a single breach of which no man living will ever 
lead Mrs. Mawkin into temptation. But have you any 
more blocks madam, for the hewing out of your Mercu- 
rieg ? 
Ye0, yes, Mid the Counteea, \3EVbTQ'« «ciou^U to laugh 




THE FOOL OP QUALITY. Sllf 

with, and enough to laugh at I warrant you. There's 
our friend Billy Bustle. O lua ! screamed lady Cribl>agey 
I wish I had brought another gown : this is he who is al- 
ways so busy where there's nothing to do : he is f^ of 
his friendships, that you never can escape without some 
damage ; and he spoils you a suit of brocade, in his hur- 
ry to reach you your coffee. 

Then says the Countess, there's Miss Trinket. O the 
pretty bauble ! cries Mr. Sneer^ whoever marries her wiB 
nave something to hang to his watch. Does she bring 
up the rear of your visitants, lady Maitland 1 

No, said the Countess, we have lady Homespun, with 
an et cetera of no characters, yet to come — Homespun ! 
exclaimed lady Cribbage ; upon my word, the best sort 
of a gammer of quality that I know. The good woman 
would really be sensible company, if she was not so uj^ 
terly void ojf education. Could you think how the poor 
creature exposed her ignorance t'other day 1 she popped 
in where I was engaged at four handed cribbage. Hav- 
ing peer'd over the game with vast sagacity, what, says 
she, I think your ladyship has got to your old game of 
quadrille. Ha, ha. ha ! Lady Homespun, I fiuicy, is one 
of those who think of getting into a fashion, exactly at 
the period that others have got out. 

Madam, said the Countess, if lady Homespun had time 
to^spare. from th^duties of religion and a life of benevo- 
lence, she would undoubtedly employ it in studying 
matters more suitable to your laoysnip's taste. Her 
peccadillos, however, are pardonable on account of her 

Sleasantry ; for while she laughs, with great justice, a( 
le follies of high life ; she laughs at herself also, with 
^reat good humour, for being so sensibly out of the ftshr . 
ion. 

Here again was a loud rapping ; and the peals were re* 
peatedwith little intermission till all the company arrived. 
They succeeded so quickly, that lady Maitland had scarce 
time to receive each of them with a distinction and man- 
ner of address, that she judged most agreeable to their 
humours and characters. 

In the first place, Mrs. Philligree rushed in and cried, 
Laidy Maitland, I am most superlatively your's. I am 
your's madam, said the Countess, positively, beyond aU 
comparison. Such a stranger as Miss Trinket ! you have 
enquired the way at last then^ I felicitate you Miss, on 
your new acquisition. I am told that your green mon- 
key is absolutely the greatest beau, and the ^atest wit 
within the purlieus of St. James! — Sir Bumkin Toilette, 
how happy you make us ! I bear you have got rid of 
all your vile country-incumbrances of huge houses and 
dirty acres, and that the court may now hope to have yoa 
aU to itself. Mrs. Mawkin! you put us uader a thQWS^ 
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alarms ; we were afraid we should'nt have you. Dear 
madam, ^w extremely rich and elegant is all this ! and 
how condescending, in a lady of your taste, to appear 
to owe any thing to dress and outward ornament. — O, 
Mr. Bustle, thrice welcome ! our sex may now boast of 
having a servant For, these other men-creatures are so 
listless, or so awkward, as hot to merit a curtsey in the 
way of wa^es. My lord Mansfield, this is more than an 
honour, it is a benefit If some of us are not improved 
before you leave us, I shall, for my own part, take great 
blame to myself. My dear lady Homespun ! how are 
the sweet babes ? how are your obliging domestics, how 
, are all your cats and dogsf believe me, I take an inte- 
rest in the harmonv andf good humour of every thing 
about you. I think, said lady Homespun, they all begin 
to droop, since your ladyship has ceased to make them 
happy by your presence. 

The earl of Mansfield, looking about, pefceived Mr. 
Fenton, turned precipitately to him, and catching him 
in his arms, Mr. Fenton, he cried, how glad am I to meet 
you ! what an advantage I shall esteem it at all times, 
and in all places ! how is my Harry, my little herol Mr. 
Fenton bowed twice. 

Here, William, said the Countess, tea and coffee! and 
order the tables and cards to be laid in the next room. Lord 
Mansfield, what news ? you are an intimate of all the 
foreign cabinets. 

Omr domestic news, answered the earl, is by far the 
most extraordinary. It is afilirmed that the freeholders, 
throughout the shires and boroughs of England, have en- 
tered into a resolution figainst bribery and corruption. 

Our parliament also have thitf moment, in agitation, 
an act for establishing the two virtues of Pbobitt and- 
Chastitt, respectively, among the sexes. To this act!' 
they further propose to add several clauses, in the nfr*f 
ture of a codicil annexed to a, will. Among others, itift' 
intended to make a general exchange of the forms ov 
good manners, for the offices of good nature ; and all aca 
of benevolence are hereafter to pass by an immufeab^ 
law, for proofs of high breeding. 

It is further to be enacted, that every courtier or gi 
man may be sued upon his promise ; or even on si 
intimations of nods, smiles, or whispers, or squeezes 
the hand^ as may credibly be supposed to keep people^ 
expectation. No advantage is to be taken of ignorai ^ 
by any trader, nor of innocence in the commerce i 
tween the sexes. The glow of modesty ii? the only ro( 
Hiat wDl he allowed to any fair fiice of quality, in 
bia majesty's dominions. 

No person of any staUon wVW YicteaSVet >» ^t 
to ^o abroad 4n search of laulla \Jia xSa®^ caxwtov^ 



*HE FOOL OF QUALltY* 219 

« 

home by the help of a candle. And lastly, all slander 
is to be accounted petty-treason : forasmuch as it has 
been intimated, somehow or other, that the loss of a good 
Aame u nlore deplorable in its consequence than the loss ' 
6f any other property, or even of life. 

Hey day ! exclaims the Countess, at this rate we shall 
have lady Homespun at the very tip top of the mode^ — 
Ay, says Miss Tnnket ; but wJlat will become of your 
ladyship, who are now accounted the pattern of all ele- 
gancy and politeness 1 O Miss, cried the Colonel, lady 
Maitland will do well enough: she has only to drop a 
few articles that are superfluous to her good sense and 
her good nature. She will thereby, as I take it, be only 
undressed, and happily restored to all her native loveli- 
ness. 

Dem'me, exclaims Sir Bumkin, if matters come to 
this pass, I shall have made a fine kettle of fish on't, 
shant II to throw away so many Uiousands of pounds, 
with an immensity of time and pains on delicacy, and 
taste and virtue, and the' beau-monde, and all mat. — 
What, cries Mrs. Mawken, are our parliament beside 
themselvesl If ere has thh world been growing up these 
six thousand years, to its climacteric of courtly accom- 
plishments ; and now they would overthrow the whole 
Duilding, and mix us of the pinnacle with the dust of the 
vulgar. If we of high life are to be laid under restraints, 
with cits and villagers, what advantage will fortune give 
us? it will no longer be of any use to its owners. This is 
preposterously, cried Mrs. Philligree, the most laughable 
scheme that everwas conceivable on this side the tropic. 
Our parliament would afiect to be an heteroclite to all 
other parliaments. But the best on't is, that their power 
is immensely too little for the greatness of the immensi- 
ty of their undertaking. Pardon me. madam, replied 
the Colonel, I know of nothing beyond the abihty of our 
parliament In spirituals alike as temporals, their pow- 
er is the same in England as that of the Pope is at Rome; 
they can bind or loose, at pleasure, in Heaven as oh 
Earth. Beside^ madam, ados Sneer, with respect to our 

Farliament,this is very far ftom being a laughable scheme; 
rather hold it to be both loveable and laudable. They 
must thereby forego no inconsiderable advantages on 
their own part They will no longer be interested m the 
prostitution of their constituents, or the sale of their coun- 
try. They have it even in contemplation to decline their 
capital privilege of maintaining their families at the ex- 
pense of thei»neighbours ; and propose for the future^ tA 
pay their debts. I hope, my lord, stt^^^x»'ft\Ma!^5k!|0J^'«$.^ 
new laws are not to be put vn. foTce «JKKav%\. NJaa '^^^^S^ 
mendship and civil mannexa. .lSo,^,«»>j*\a^^^^'^^ 
Geld, only against the paiade of X\)ATii« 
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Here Mr. Rustle observed that the coffee was filled out, 
and rose with precipitation to help the ladies. Awav, 
you wretch) keep firom me a mile, screamed out lady 
Cribbage. No nearer, dear Sir, no nearer I beseech you, 
exclaimed Mrs. Philligree and Miss Trinket. Mr. Bustle 
says lord Mansfield, I would advise you, to tender your 
services to lady MaiUand and lady Homespun, if you h|ip- 
pen to spill your coffee on their clotiies, you will oblige 
them with an apology for giving them away to the first 
poor body. 1 wish my lord, says lady Cribbage, that you 
knew how to compliment some with less expense to 
others. But apropos, my lord, these same compassive 
acti against slander, and going from home in search of 
faults, as you phrase it; have they yet passed intoalaw? 
They have not madam. O, then we may take goodman 
Time by the forelock. Pray, ladies, have ye heard any 
. thing lately of the two Miss Worthys 7 Nothing new, 
answered the 'Countess, nothing more than that tney are 
both very good and very amiaole. Poor orphans ! says 
lady Cribbage, they are greatly to be pitied. The eldest 
has preferr^ an intrigue with her guardian's footman 
to the honorable addresses of Mr. Melvin, and is retired 
for a month or so to her aunt in the country. While 
her sister, on the other hand, preferred lawful maririage 
with the butler to a secernent of a thousand a year from 

his grace of A . Miss Worthy, said the Colonel, is 

certainly gone to her aunt's, as your ladyship intimated j 
for Mr. Melvin and I are to be with her in a few days, 
by her own api>ointment: and I can vouch, that her sis- 
ter has married the butler your ladyship mentions, for he 
is a very particular friend of mine ; a young gentlemen 
of great merit, family, and fortune wno assumed that 
disguise, hke a hero in romance, in order to gain the 
nearer acce^Ms to his princess. 

For shame, gentlemen, says lord Mansfield, no more 
of your vindications, 1 beseedi ye. Perhaps there is not 
a single person present, who is not at this moment a 
subject of raillery, mayhap of calumny, to some other 
tea-table. Let us also take up the racket and return the ' 
ball of scandal. Indeed, I Imow few people of whom 
any good can be said ; and none who may not be cen- 
sured, without offence to truth. Beside, as evil is now 
spoken so universally of every body, no one is hurt there- 
by. If any, in particular, snould escape detraction^ it 
might justly be suspected that they had no one quahty 
that deserved to be envied. 

O fye, my lord, cried lady Cribbage, how can you 

think so uncharitably of people? there are many of my 

acquaintance who have reaUy valuable oualities. 'Tis 

true, there is laAy Gamelove, and Mra. bv\.\ra^«iv^'%K\^ 

Freak, and a hundred others, wlioB©Taftadfi'wSy«LX^i»«»& 
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of scandal, turn it which way you willl. But then there 
is Mrs. Orderly^ and Miss Neighbourly, and a few others, 
whose reputations remain almost quite unsullied. If 
Mrs. Orderly has faults, she however has the discretion 
to keep them firom view. Miss Neighbourly, indeed, 
does not set up for a beauty ; she knows she will have 
nothing to repent of for any murders committed by her 
pinking eyes : but then she is the best tempered and 
pleasantest body breathing; she never &iis to excite mer- 
riment wherever she comes; 'tis a pity it should ever 
happen at her own expence. 

If I didn't fear to be tedious, said lady Homespun^ I 
could give you a recent story that affected me extremely. 
The company instantly urged her to gratify their curi- 
osity, and she began as follows: 

Some weeks ago, I sent to the servant's office to en- 
quire for a female of some education^ who might assist 
me in the instruction of my little girls. The day fol- 
lowing a young woman came to be hired. Her appear- 
ance was most bespeaking ; and with' a countenance ex- 
pressive of every virtue, she looked a renunciation of 
the smallest title thereto. 

I asked for her character; but she answered with an 
air of the deepest humiliation, that she had never been at 
service ; that she was an unfortunate stranger who de- 
served no one's good word : and that she had nothing to 
ask, but my acceptance of ner labour, and the shelter oif 
my roof. 

I had not the heart to reject her ; and, on trial, I foun<} 
that she was mistress of the polite languages, and of 
every female accomplishment, though she did not seem 
to have reached her two and twentieth year. 

She grew extremely fond of my children. She used 
to look with a melancholy kind of pleasure upon them ; 
and frequently, during the times of her dressing or in- 
structing them, I observed her tears striving to steal away 
unnoticed. 

' This, with the thousand elegancies that accompanied 
her words and actions, made me impatient to know 
whence and who she was. She perceived my curiosity, 
and with a beseeching and mortified air. Ah madam, 
said she, seek not to hate me; seek not to know the story 
of my shame, since it cannot be told without reflecting 
. discredit on persons of worth and honour. 

The day after, Sir Hanmer Homespun came in, where 
Peggy, for so she called herself, was chatting with my 
little girls at the further end of the room. I aov <Afcc«^> 
my dear, said he, firom a visit lo "Mix. GT«kR,e,\jBfc xve^w ^k;- 
quaintance in whose praise y o\x heax^TOB ^^^"^^^ -^i^vi 
$r. I enquired out his house, atvei ^eivV. ^^„;^J^^S§ 



ceremony. As I entere^l bis chaaoabct A ""^^ 



lopsxOt:^'^ 
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a new and very affecting object He sat opposite to a 
pier glass, wherein I observed him, unnoticed : and on 
each knee he held an infant, over. whom he wept plen- 
tifully, while he caressed them, in turns, and tenderly 
pressed them to his bosom. 

At length he perceived me, and rose in confusion. — 
You have caught me, Sir Hanmer, said he, lamenting 
the loss of a false woman, whom yet I cannot cease to 
love, and whose fault has not been able to abate my fond- 
ness for these her innocent offspring. The misguided 
wretch, while I was lately in the country, eloped with 
' lord Riot from her own honour and happiness. Lord 
Riot has since paid his trespass with his life ; but what 
is become of my Peggy I know not. Can I depend on 
your goodness to enquire her out 1 'tis a pity that one 
so lovely should be utterly lost Here is a bill for 500^, 
dispose of it, my friend, as you think best for her advan- 
tage, and let not her necessities plunge her deeper in" 
guilt 

Here the children shrieked out, and cried that Peggy 
was dead, their Peggy was dead ! We instantly ran to 
them, and found her in a fit, in which she continued 
several hours without sign of life. As soon as she open- 
ed her eyes, she turned them languidly upon me. Ah 
madam ! said she, you know me now. I am faulty in- 
deed, but much more unfortunate. And as you Were 
lately desirous to hear my story, you shall have it with- 
out extenuation or disguise. 

I am daughter to a poor farmer, who was tenant to 
the father of Mr. Grace. When I was about nine years 
old, the young gentleman, who was lately retumedfirom 
the college, happened to be out a sporting, and called in 
at my father's. I considered him as a species quite dif- 
ferent from all I had seen of man. His x)resence gave 
me a pleasure till then unfelt, and his parting was as the 
loss ot something extremely dear. 

From that time he chose our part of the country for 
the scene of his diversions, and his visits became longer 
and more frequent He never failed to bring me some 
little present, and I betrayed my affection by many art- 
less testimonies. 

In about three years, old Mr. Grace died." My father 
got, no one knew how, into plentiful circumstances, and 
sent me to a boarding-school, where I was carefuUy edu- 
cated in all the becoming matters of which I was capable. 

I now began to apprehend from whom my advan- 
tages Sowed ; and my young heart was penetrated with 
the most lively and affecting ^TaXilwde. \ ^rew more re- 
served, however f as my senUmetvVa %t«7i xasst^i «x^«iv\.\ 
and whenever my benefactor came XoNSsaXTafc,^^ «:^ 
peared under a mutual restTaintlioiaVSafe «vx.\jiviwi»wtfsw ^\. 
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passions, which I thought it indecent and he unseason- 
able, to express. 

When I arrived at the age of sixteen years, Mr. Grace 
publicly addressed me for marriage. Can you think it 
madam, that while my heart embraced the overture with 
the warmest transport ; it was yet with the strongest re- 
luctance, that I yielded to a happiness which I deemed 
so iniurious to the honour and interest of him, whom I 
loved as I loved my own soul. 

Five years, the happiest sure that ever were passed on 
earth, I lived blessing and blessed by my heart's chosen 
master, and bore him three lovely resemblances of the 
image that was always present to my soul. 

One night Mr. Grace, returning later than usual, 
brought home a wounded gentleman, but entered as pri 
vately as possible, for fear of Alarming me. This gen- 
tleman was lord Riot, whose life Mr. Grace had saved, at 
the peril of his own, from the resentment of an injured 
husband, who had set upon him withr advantage. 

As it was feared that nis wounds were mortal, the sur- 
geons advised that he should not be removed, and he lay 
six weeks at our house ; where, induced by hospitality 
and the desire of my husband, I attended him with a 
care and tenderness that he rewarded with perdition. 

When he took his leave of us, lie seemed to labour 
under a sense of insufferable obligations. As soon as 
his health was established, he sent me a diamond neck- 
lace of ereat value ; but Mr. Grace was then in the coun- 
try, anci I directly returned the traitor's present. The 
next day he sent up his name, and re<][uested to be ad- 
mitted ; but I excused myself from receiving the visits of 
gentlemen in the absence of my husband. The day fol- 
K>wine, however, having bribed my servants, he was per- 
mitted to enter my chamber ; when, without addressing 
a word to his lordship, I severely rebuked my maid for 
such an insolent intrusion, and withdrawing hastily to 
my closet, I clapt to the door. 

After this I heard no more of lord Riot for sometime : 
but, alas \ he and his diabolical instruments were not 
idle. One evening, being seized with an unaccountable 
drows'mess, I lay down, and was insensible to every 
thing that passed, 'till I awakened the day following in a 
strange bed, and in the arms of my cruel and accursed 
undoer. 

I instantly screamed out ; and prshing him violently 
from me, sprung out upon the fl*^' r. While I huddl«i5Jc 
on my 61otnes, all tlie horrors o^ my coTvdiv\A»\v xq»r> ^vsSc 
upon my view. I flew to the ^ ot, ViwX. .vvv\v\\f, vv. "Vr^^^ 
ed, I was seized with sudden w. dxve^. '^ ^^ 1 Vcw\» 
piers andjara to shivers. 1 ca\Ag,\\VN<jti«A«^«t ^*^^^ ^ 
way, gad tbrew it at Uie viUa.i , \M\i9) X^xx»»fi^ ^ 
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jUade hii aaeape tbrongli ■ back-door, and boiled it 

jXDS women, whom he sent to me, recovered ma fronr 
i, The dear and tender iiinr« "f hiiatifiTicIand chit- 
i then came to my mind. ^ ' i i . i ai~ drowned in 
^Brief; Iwept and sobbed w- ! :- v.-. 
for three weeks I continued ! i'< .and incon- 
ible, toy fits of frenzy still i ' < . enever lord 
WpresBQledJiimself to my view. "At length, I 
faea th- —- =- '— -■■'■ ••■■ "- 



ffvable rum he had broui;ht u i i ay wreck of 
ftne and honour; and wbat wl- .i.'iDiiiiv vrorae, my 
tH of husband and children, tu wiiuae Ac« I never 
Bore should dare to lift an eye. 

' While I continued to reproach my betrayer, we heard 
• buatle below stairs. He flew to some pisttris that hunic 
fa the apartment. The duot burst open. Hy husband 
■uddeDly entered. Lord Riot fired at him, and aome- 
. body fell. But I waited not to enquire into the issue of 
the scufne. The fbce of my injured busbsnd was now 
more dreadliil to me than that of my lavisher. The 
doors lay open. I hurried to the street. I flew along 

down liy the counter, end fainted away. 

The poor woman of that little house behaved hersflf 
toward me with much humanity. I told her part of my 
nnhappy story. And as 1 determined for ever to hide 
myself fiom &nii)y end acquaintance, and as far as po»- 
Bble il-om the world, she put me in the way of getting 
into service ; wberet>y I have received the only consnla- 
tion, of which I am capable on this side the grave, that | 
of your ladyship's favour and protection. ' 

Here Mis. Rrace closed her distresafVil histoiy. As ( 
Sir Hanmer and 1 areatly pitied and esteemed ner, we ' 
endeavoured to EiveTier comfort, hy observing, that there j 
was nothing in this adventure, wherewith the most cen- | 
■orioua, or even a husband of the moat delicate senti- j 
ments, could reproach bar. Ah, madam, said she, when I 
my body was as pure as mv spirit, I was every way un- ': 
worthy of Mr. Grace ; and shall I now bring pollution to 
his honourable bosom! How will the world inletpre*' 
my reHidinj iliree weeks in the houw and custody of ■ 
libertine 1 Alas'. I have no portion save disgrace to M 
queath to my dear infants, nor any legacy lo my lugl 
died but confiision of l^ce. But — 1 feel that I hasUi 
to the end of my sonowa. , , , J 

As site spoke ner countenance altered, and we peiad 
ded her 10 lie down and try to Uke some repose. . I 
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3iy Peg^ is iimocent, she is virtuous as ever. That ruffian. 
Lord Kiot. by the promise of a thousand guineas, pre* 
vailed on ner woman to give her a sleeping potion, and 
had her conveyed to his house during her state of insen- 
sibility; my Peg^y, might I but behold you once 
again ! Riot, finding it impossible to subdue her to bis 
pleasure, reibsed to pay the woman the price of her per- 
fidy, and she in revenge told me where he had my wife 
tecreted. O my distressed, my shamefaced angel, what 
is become of you ? I took out a replevin, and forced my 
way into the villain's house. He aimed a pistol at me, 
but happened to shoot his accomplice. He then drew 
his sword, but at the second pass I pierced him to the 
heart. The traitress did not immediately die of her 
wound ; she survived till within this hour, and in her 
ii^ortal agonies, she revealed to me all the circumstances 
of this diabolical plot 

Here we consoled Mr. Grace, by informing him that 
his lady was safe and in the house : but that she was 
somethmg indisposed, and had lain down to rest. His 
impatience was too great to be restrained from seeing 
her. I entered her chamber first, and apprised her of 
his coming As he tenderly approached, slie started up 
in her bed, and her bosom was agitated w9i Agonizing 
emotions. She gazed wildly at him. She attempted to 
speak, but could not $nd utterance; when, seizing his 
hand, and catching it to her lips, she sunk down gently, 
and expired upon the pressure. 

As some of the company still continued to honour lady 
Homespun's pathetic narration with their tears, lady 
CribtMige, cried out. Cards, cards here immediately, to 
drive away melancholy ! 

After cards an elegant supper was served up, and after 
supper the conversation happened to turn upon dress. 

Is it not amazing, cried Sneer, (with a sarcastical 
glance at the ladies) is it not amazing to think, that the 
nature and reason of things should be so wholly inverted 
as, in some cases, to mean and effect the very reverse of 
their original intention and institution 1 The first use 
that was made of the fig-leaf demonstrates, that dress 
was solely appointed for the covering of shame and na- 
kedness : and yet woman has been so ingenious, in pro- 
cess of time, as to turn the loss of her robe of original 
innocence, into matter of pride and ostentation. 

The covering from cola, as well as firom shame, said 
the Colonel, may be allowed of some sensible use, with 
respect to dress ; at least among us, who are placed so &r 
north of the tropic. 

Ourneighbour Lewis, last winter, had occasion to pass 
throygh me streets of Paris. His travelling palace ^^uk 
drawn by eight white tteeds. Tba ttoiX ^*a \ss^Kaw3s^J 
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article or^WKkh^I am muchindoubL Wta 
t> (bii qoeatian, Mr. Kenton ? 

I bold, my lord, said Mr. Fenton, that Bnen 
sNuciMiw, that neither lovea nor ia beloved I 
cepi itneir. It ia mitch to be queationed whett 
b«iH vm Mgiged the affictiona of an; tcdiU 
ofuiaoppoaiumrx; and where they Uiemaelvei 
auaceptible of the delicate pinion, the;, fram 
ment, ceaacd lo be bellea or beaus. Paria li 
bean, tu I remember, thai ever was capable a 
voman ; and yet, aa yod all know, abe naa not 
lady to whom he gave the priie. 

Dome Jria woa the greatest belle in alt the 
Pa^an theology. She was, aa we may aay, 1 
Joaeph dres-sed out in her gay coat or many col 
yet no do nnt fliid that she ever attracted Ihi 

^_i. : ... — g^g„ oiorlal, though abe 

, at) her finery, and ftila^ 



airnls immortal, oi 
daily vif"" "'' — "~ 



raof let. . 

sry may riaizle, it may awe, but cat 



;e of BfTecti 
be done by something mt 
iup«rai;iar. Even the sin 

of a clean simphcily, reco 

B only by imitation of deepei 



rate only by imiUtion of deeper punty. ' 
alone can wave the truly enchanting robe^ 
lluence, and the graces aJone gild on the Cf 
of irresistible beauty. J 

Among the infinite variety of Ifemale M 
in turns, have bpen fatitaslicBlly predomin* 
I remember but of one so very ohsoletoj 
revived in some distant age or climate. , 
mory of this same fiiBhion ahouLd not be ■ 
recorded by St. Paul in bis first epiad 
There he rccommenda it to the ladies, 4 
•elves with sobriety and ahameftcednesi* 
ered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly a; 
SL Paul, however, in this pi'ce of ad 
bave apread a net for the hearts of hi 
baughty, reluctant, and stubborn epiri' 
ject wealth and title, can look with It 
Mnnmetrr ofabepe and teaturea,Bni 
tag atMk of female artlttce -. but [em 
nncotiMcioos thief, to whom lb* d< 
tatmatly ifarowu open. 
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In sboit, tlie maid wbo would achieve the whole lau- 
rel of cODquest, must not be obvious or obtnuive ; like 
Dapline, she mual fly ttaough jmrEUed by an Apollo. 

Here the compsiiy, breaking up, gave distinct and 
presaini^ invitatiena to Mr, Fenton ; but he politely ei- 
cUBcd hia Bttendanre fur the pteeent, on account of ■ 
multiplicity of indispeDsabte buaineee. 

On the following mominR.oe tie satin his atudy, Mine 
one tapped at the door; and on being desiied to walk IB, 
(vho snould enter but lady Maittand in an agreeable di>- 
habille. 

Mr. Fenton, said she (deeply blushing and hesitaline) 

I, I you must think it very odd — I say. Sir, I Hhould 

nothaie intruded upon you, thus out of all form, pethapa 
indecently, unseaflonably.- — —Please (t> he sealed, ma- 
dam. The buainesa I coma upon, Sir, is so very ia- 

(eresting. so concerning to my peace, that I could not 
refiiae myself this opportunity of breakmgin upon you. — 
Be Bsured, my dear madam, that the greatest pleasure 
you can do me is to let me know, aa Boon aa possible, 
wherein 1 can eer»e you. 

Here the counlesB, looking eagerly and inquiailiveiy 
on him, pul her hand in her bosom, took out a picture, 
■nd alternately surveying the one aud the other, yea. 



when, recollecting ideas and passajrea as from afar ol^ 
Good God, he exclaimed, is il possible, can you be mr 
little Fanny Goodall'^ Yea, my dearest cousin, anawe ted 
the countess, aa surdy as you are the still too amiable 
Harry Clinton. 

Hereupon they both roae suddenly, and Mr. Fenton, 
catchinghiaqnondam Fanny in hia arms, pressed her lo . 
his bosom with warm and kindred affection. But the 
aeiution of Iha countess was too greet for utterance; 
till, resuming her chair, she gave scope to her paaaion, 
and burst into a violent flood of tears. 

After a mutual and aflecling silence ; Ah 1 cries Mr. 
Fenton, in a voice expressive of much emotion, bow am 
I, my lovely cousin, to interpret tbese tears 1 Am I Id 
consider them as hirther proofs of your ancioiit ateraion 
to me, or as kindly and dear inatances of your returning 

affection? The countess answered not; and Mr. FeU' 

ton continued. 

You may remember, my cousin, that I had very few 
relattona. My only brother ever continuea to beta™ 
himaelf toward ine aa an alien and an enein^ \vtv^ ^K<i 
only uncle and guardian, who, in \u>1aWii 'itm»,M«aao» 
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Jour fiither, was no way agreeable to my taste or dispo' 
ition. In yon, therefhre, trbm yonr hifitncy, iii ydu ftlpne 
tny amiabtib cousin. I bad centred^all my sensittiMid 6f 
latherhood, brothernood, all the affections and tender fe^ 
ings that naturally arise from kindred and consanguinity. 
How have I been delighted with your infiintine prattle ! 
how have I exulted in yonr opening charms ! On the 
death of my first wife you were my only consolation ; and 
in your innocent caresses and attractive endearments, I 
T)lt a sweetness of emotion that I never felt before. 

On my return from France, with what transports did 
you receive me ! we grew as it were in our embnuie- 
ments, to each other. Yon were then, as t apprehend, 
about ten years of age. But on my next visit, you re- 
vised to be seen by me. Sooii after you were taken ill. 
I daily went, with an aching heart, to enquire after vonr 
health; but your mamma per^niptoriiy refused me admis- 
sion to your presence, UU, on your recovery, you wete 
conveyed from me, and secreted into the country. 

Though this unkindness went near my heart, it did not 
alter my affections; I still continued to enquire after you, I 
still continued to be interested in you, and preferred my 
ardent wishes and prayers to heaven tot your ^I'osperity. 
Blr. Fenton, said lady Maitland, (you have unbUes- 
tionably your reasons foi- choo^ng to be so called) 1 atn 
v«ry sensible. Sir, I say^ of your extraordinary partiality 
tb me from my earliest years. Ybur tenderness, as you 
mentioned, was thatof tne fondest of fathers or brotliers. 
You knew the degree and kind of aSbction that was suits- 
Me between such relations ; and you kept yourself precise- 
If wittiin the limits. But alas! for my part, I knew no 
tnch distinctions. I was as a piece of vir^in-wax, warmed 
Aid Willing^ly yielding to the nrst kindly nnpression. You 
ia«de tJ^t impression, my cousin, you thade it deep and 
entire* As I had but the one heart, so I had but the ohe 
tov6; and that love Was all your own, without distinction 
it: degree. 

Gracious Heaven, exclaimed Mr. Fenton, what is this 
yott uM me, madam 1 Is it possible, that at your years, 
yoff should actually conceive a passion for one who might 
almost have been your grandfether 1 Ah, if that be 
the am, what have I not to answer for indulging you 
and fhfieU in those innocent caresses, ^which, at that 
time, foaHy constituted the most pleasing sensations of 
wyltfe! 

Alas, replied the countess, if you have any thing to 
answer fbr, on ^at account, the charge Indeed it very 
weighty which I have to bring against you. * 

i was not ^ight years old when I begged this picture 

ih>m yon. which you generously enriched with this dr- 

mt or diiznondi. Boon sEUs^yoia ¥r«it to France ; and 
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danag four ibsance, tbia picture ww mr conitant coin- 
panion, nhain I ciureiwd, w bom I talked to, end to wboin 
■Ions I made my Mmplunt* in all my littla matlan or 
KtifiTance. 

I knonnotby wbatiDstiiictor land of cnaninK it wi^ 
that I endesvourad to conceal mf afTectiMAn tbii youi 
resemblnnce, anil nerer made my Muit to it nt ^Bui 1 

Tb; iDoining alter yaur viiit, on yoar ntum (roni 
paiia, aa Iwae canlendy perfbrminK llie biuiDeM of pqT 
Ultle toilette beliire ttaeRlan; I took out yonr pictuM, 
and sweyed it nitb new and incnaaiiiE delisbU In tb* 
Dean time I did not know that my mamaiaBtoailbebiiid 
iii«,attai(lT«ti>allmj'ii)otiaiu tbat wne reflected to bnr 
by the minor. 8be beard nM talk to your pictun^ mm 
Mw me ki* it, and eagerly pthh it to my boeom. At 
laat I turned my eye' to the glam, and pnrCeiTed a naM 
of ber image ; nbEieon IslBited.colouTed.andtrBinbladf 
and ira* torowu, I knew not wby, into the utmost oon- 

Ab, FaQny.cried my matber, what ia tbla that [ *aa T 
your young heart, my child, is oerlajnly a&oted. Un- 
queattonaMy you lore yoor couiin Clinton. , 

CuKbt I not to love mm, madam 7 doea he not Ion wmi 
M wdl aa I lovfl himl No, iio,m* dtrUUg>atid my 
mother, I wonld to Heaven that be did. Yoai eoaain 
Clinum indeed ia worthy of all Ion, but then be bta bUelr 
ghren away hie heart to anaOier. He ia manled, my 
Fanny. — And oannotbe love ma atilt, Ah' all that, madual 
—By no nwaiM, my sweet innocent When once a ami 
marries, lie ToWB and awean, and ablins himBelf to lara 
jiobody Hving but hiawiie; end what is nunv my Fannyt 
It ia Hconmled very naughty in any girl to think of lo*- 



Upperhand. I had ypt formed no idea _. . 

•ei, or maUimony, or any conjugal oUigatiOn, save that 
oflove alone. Bat then it waasufficient tomethat I bad 
given you my whole heart; thai nothing len than your 
wholeheart Couldntisfy mc inrBtuiu; and I fell myaslf 
oSknded andoutrwed to the last degree, by yoiirhaiint 
imurtedaahfuB'tlMreoflo another. 

The day lollowing, aa I sat langi 
compoeed, aa well by my fianlon a 
night befinn ; my mamma came up tu ku me uw> yua 
were below and enquired foe me. No, no, my deueat 
mamma, said I, it does not ligni^. I will not aee him. 
Let bim go to whoever he lAves best — Batnhiat'!tAS&.\. 
— -o turn, my Fanny, what enctna* *«a.\ ■wBi^»^-:^?„ 



e day lollowing, as I sat languid and much die- 
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Ab something informed me that you could not hel] 

still loving me a little, I laid hold of that little love, t 

I pique, and disoblige, and be reveneed of you for you 

^ perfidy; and as long as you staid, the tiioughts of th< 

pain and uneasiness, I presumed yon were under, gav< 

I me vast delight But as soon as I was told you wen 

^one, my heart sunk down, as from a mount of triumph 

mto a depth of desolation. • 

My mamma came up to console me. She highly ap 
pla^ided my^spirit, and the resentment I had showed; anc 
she blamed you for marrsring another, at a time that yoi 
pretended so much fondness to me. She further pnoea- 
voured to set me against your age. <She told me that you 
must soon be old and ugly, ana wrinkled, and that you 
were much fitter to be my father than my lover. She alsc 
spoke to me of my vast fortune, of my beauty, and sc 
forth ; and that I might have my pick and choice of al 
the young and handsome earls and dukes in the nation 
8he opened to me, in a variety of glittering prospects 
all the pleasures and advantages of wealth, title, state 
equipage, with the respects and admiration of crowd 
bending around me. As she represented them to m] 
imagination, I catched at each of them for comfort; bu 
^ alas, I did not find you among them, and all to me be 
came empty. 

That night my tender mamma forsook her own bed 
and came to lie in mine. I saw that she had been affitict- 
ed ; so, for fear of adding to her trouble, I suppressed m> 
own emotions, and pretending to be a[^eep, I lay quiel 
by her side till txtward morning, when I was seized wit! 
• a violent fever. During my illness I was told that you 
came daily to enquire about me; and that, I believe 
above all things contributed to my recovery. One day 
my mamma came and informed me that you sat belovi 
in tears, and earnestly requested 4o be permitted to sec 
me. O, how sweet and comfoi^ing did those tears seen 
to drop upon my heart! but, mustering all my little prid< 
and remaining dignity, No, no, my mamma, I cried^ I wil 
die first ! If ne does not first unmarry himself, I wil 
never see him any more. 

When I had gotten strengtli enough to walk about th 
chamber, my mamma and l being alone, I went to m^ 
drawer ; and taking out your picture, and turning m] 
head aside, I reached it to her, sasring. Here, madaii 
take this and lock it up from me; for wliile I love it an< 
hate it so much, it troubles me to look at it My mam 
ma thereupon took it from me, and catched me to he 
bosom : but without saying a word, she bi^t into tears 
and straight quitted the roonv 

As soon as it was judged that I was able to travel, m' 
parents, by the advice oi ibevc d.ocV>i«,VM>k me for int 



i 
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tbe country. My mother, in the mam time, had unques- 
tionably confided my secret to my Ailher ; for thoagb be 
vaa Datur&Uy of ■ wvere uid backward temper, M Im- 
came extremely tender and indulgent tonud m«. 



ia the only child they ever had. their whoto 
cHB uiu solicitude wu affectionately employed in pro- 
curiDg me a vBiiety of gr«tificaliana and amuBementi. 
When I nsB in cpirits. they were in a bind of triumph J 

oppressions. They took down my French mislresB and 
mnsic master with (hem; and Ihey collected, froni all 
paiti, the most agreeable set of misses and masters tfast 
they could muater; so that my time »ae portioned outtlw 
moat happily that could be. between businesR and tecre' 
stiona that wrae equally pleasing. They had taken cara 
thai your nmw should never be mentioned before me; 
and thou^ at times, my soul nas athirst, and my ear 
opened and turned to hear tidings concerning you, jet 
a certain natiie bashftilness and fear ofofTendine against 
decency, did not permit me to enquire after you. 

Thns a leneth of absenre and a variety of dissipationi^ 
by degrees, greatly abated tbe ardour of my passion, in- 
somu^ that I did not seem to fret any more for you. 
When any occasion, however, renewed in me the imprec- 
aion of fbrmer scenes, a thrilling sort of chillnesa would 
run lhrDU|h my btood. And at other times, when alone 
and thinking of yon, a swimming kind of stupor would 
All sadly upon my soul. 

On our return lo London, alter live years absence, the 
great number of people, with tbe novelty and variely of . 
objects thai .crowded upon my view, amused and engajgod 
my whole altfntian. But, when we entered tlw M 
mansion; when I turned mv eyes on the placea wheia 
you sat, where you walked, vihere you talked and used ta 
cares* mo. yon became as it were actually «i«iM« lomy 
eyes; something seemed to wring my heart: andlmHseiz- 
ed with a aickneasnear to (hinting. I look hold of my maid 
by the arm, and with her help walked into tbe garden Ibr 
freah air ; bat there loo you had got before me, on tha 
terrace, in tbe walks and alleys, where you used to run 
fcigDea races with me, and to gather fruit for me, and to 
play with me at bobcherry, and itlerwarda to preaa the 
fipi that had gained the pnze. T then turned away from 
a place that affofded me no a^tum fi^tm you. My mo- 
ther met, and eageriy asked what ailed mel Let us go, 

— — ~- 1 ---^, let us go SI — - —'■ — -'" • -- 

ihia place any 
agjwe removed to lougnigB ^ antr, ii 
my papa took and furnished a new house. 

I shall not dwell, my dear Sir, on a triyial detail of Iba 
jp$ny ciicimutanccs and little incidenU V^^asv^f^'*^ 
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during tbfi dpace of four sucQeeding years. Aq infiiUiy 
fit Buitors paid their addresses to me or my lortune. 1 
neither knew nor cared to which, for I continued adike 
iHMnsible to all. It is true, that during such a number 
pf years, having neither seen nor heard orom you, I dr^ 
aU tbou^ts ox you, and scarce retained the traces or 
lineaments of your person ot* aspect From the impres- 
sion, however, which you left in my mind, I had ibrmed 
to mvself a dear, though confused image of the lovely, of 
the ioiBsirable, and this! looked for everv where, butcoiiia 
Uo where find any resemblance thereof. 

In the mean time, my parents urged me strongly to 
matrimony. They anectingly represented that they 
^ould not die in peace, if I did not afiford them the proa- 
pect of perpetuatmg themselves in my offspring ; su(» 
Is the tond succedaneum which short-Uved creatures pror 
pose for eking out their existence, and supplying the 16( 
of an inevitable mortality, by the flattering, though poor, 
substitute of a name or li«ire remembrance ! 

At length I told my parents that, as I could not form 
any choice of my own, I would trust wholly to their judg- 
ment, and take up with whomsoever they should be pleasr 
<ed to appoint Hereupon they recommended the Bar! 
of Maiuand to me. I kept to my promise, and we were 
-consequently married. 

My husband was cojooely in his person, easy and affa- 
ble in his temper, and a man of singular sense and letters 
/or a lord. He lo\ed me with passion ; and ds 1 could 
not pay him in specie, t endeavoured to supply my want 
of aae^on to him by my at^ntion and assiduities. 

On ^he fifth year of my marriage my fattier died of a 
good old age ; and in four years more my dearest mother 
lefl me desolate. In her I lost the only object of fond 
afiections that I had upon earth, and my looks tacitly 
reproa4^ed my hui^ana for his want of power to oonsofe 
me. 

I believe it was equally unhappy fbr my lordLas ray- 
ImIi, that we were not blessed with children. The dear 
and tender attachments that bind parents to their off- 
spring, serve also as a subsequent and more effective 
nuptial band for uniting those parents more intimately 
jto each other. It draws about them a new circle of in- 
jerests and amities ; and by creating a mutual confidence^ 
forbids the intrusion of those je^ousies that must at all 
limes presuppose an alienation of regard. This, however, 
iras not the case between lord Maiuand and me. We 
pever had a child. Perhaps, in some constitutions, an 
union ot souls as well as persons may be requisite for such 
an-efl^ct. 

During the two years succeeding the death of my dear 
mother, I conceived a ^guat aigavn&l com'^vcv^ and en* 
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ttrt^nMTiU. I tooK ■ relisiona tnm. 1 looked upon 
tbii world, «ad all that it contained, a* quite unwwUiy 
tbe-iegard of an Immortal being. The piindpal put of 
inf timn tra* taken up in bookH and offices or demotion ; 
in (Tbifli employment I oJtarnately sunk under tbe mnt 
gloomy depresuoD of spirits, and again was elevaleg 
above myself into a db» yorla of joys Bud ineiprsEsible 
openings. 

At length I wag taken ezceeduiR ill of wbol the pbysi- 
tiana called a. lever upon the nerves, which confined dm 
to ray bed above six weeks. During my illness, my 
liusband was the must constant and assiduous of all my 
attendants. The aBectiDnKteBadncu.thepBint^ildiBbesa, 
fitK lender solicitude, that was visible in tdl his kioks and 
actions, made way into ray aoul, with anoUiging imptes- 
sion; and wliile I reproached myself for my ungraleAil 
defect of sensibility toward him, iova or something lender 
and very like to love, tooft place in my bosom. 

As loon as I wiu on tlie recoieryi my tiusband diisp- 
peued, witbout taking leave or giving me any notice; 
and tbr three weeks I knew not what was become of hiok 
At lengtli he letumed, pale end gieatly emaciatad. 1 had 

Set IDM none of the lendoneH wbkh I conceived fbr him 
DTinlT my illness. I took him aflbctionalely by the hand, 
prhich glowed like a coal of Bre. Ah, I mad, where 
ti.ia Doii been, what looks aie these, my lurd, what is th« 
of all tbisl " -■ — ■ ■• ■"•■■• 



■ meaning of all I 
jng his hand, ai _- — , „ 

am not well, be Stinllyaaid, I must go to my bi 
while his lervanU undressed him, I stood in 
lonishment, vainly guessing at the cBUsa of Ibis eitraoi^ 
d in ary behaviour; but aseoonas he had laindown, Itook 
a seat by his side: and seiuns^ and pressing one of bis 
hands between mine, I broke into teats. 

After a sad and mutual silence, Ah, madam, cried my 
husband, what am I to underelsnd by these tears 1 I am 
williilg to consider Ihem sb proof* at your liumanitv, 
but 1 cannot consider them ssuiatances of your alFectioD. 
You love me not, madam ; you never did love me. All 
the constancy and complacence of the most ardent pas- 
aioD. all my endeavours and assiduities have not been able 
to procure me the smallest interest In your heart 1 
blaine you not, madam; alasl we are not the msslera Of 
our own aAecbons. 1 am sensible that I never deserved 
your love. That was a blessing reserved for a more ami- 
able object But then the tendemeas and truth of my 
attachment to you might iurely have '-■■" -'-=— ■ — 



^'vm^diuc- 
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le, lor I know you are virtuous. Perhaps it was not in 
our power to reftue another your love; but then you 
light have admitted your husband to a share of your 
riendship. 

You have my friendship, I cried, my tenderest friend- 
hip, my most affectionate regards. If my love is not 
ardent as you could wish, you, however, have all the 
)ve of which I am capable, and you posses it entire and 
ndivided. 

What is this you tell me, madam? I would to heaven 
ou could still deceive me, that I had still continued in 
ignorance ! but that is past ; it is over, madam ; my 
yes are opened to m3r wretchedness, and I die in tbe 
ouble want of your faith and your affection. I have 
een jrour lover, lady ; I saw him four days ago from an 
pposite window. He stood before this house in con- 
erse with another. I expected every moment, that ta- 
ing advantage of my absence, he would have gained 
dmission to you. I neld my sword ready to follow, to 
fierce his heart, and sacriftce him to the claims of my . m 
lonour and my love. But he suddenly disappeared and ^ 
lisappointed my vengeance. 

Gracious heaven ! I exclaimed, what madness is this 1 
)o you dream, or who is it that has thus cruelly im- ^ 

>osed upon you 1 You shall see the impostor, madam, 
epiied my lord. So saying, he suddenly put his hana 
»acl( ; and taking your picture from under toe pillow he 
n(ygnantly demanded, Do you know the original 4)f tlus 
>ortrait, lady? Ah, I screamed, I confess it, I do know 
lim, I did know him indeed : he was the idol of my 
leart; I delighted in irim, I doated upon him! You 
hen acknowledge, you avow it, rejoined my husband; 
ind at length you: deign to msUce me the confidant of a 
>as8ion wmch I suppose, in your favor to have been 
nvoluntary. Ah, had I been earlier apprised of my un- 
lappiness, I might have sunk under the unexpected anM 
tudaen pressure as I do at this day. But say, who and 
vhat is this formidable rival who robs me of my peace, 
vho tears my life firom me 1 

First tell me, my lord, said I, how you came by this pic- 
nre ? I found it in your cabinet during your illness, said 
le, when I searched for your essences to relieve you firom 
i fainting fit I flatter myself that I am not of a jealous 
lisposition. Curiosity first incited me to hurry it into 
ny pocket. I afterwards surveyed it more at leisure, 
md some starting doubts arose. I endeavoured to sup- 
press them ; I argued with myself that it might be a 
bmily picture, the representative of a brother, or dear 
relation deceased. But tiien some enemy of my peace 
i^ain whispered to my spirit^ that, if this had been th^ 
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le ; vou would h. 



a BlB*!Bered mo I confess : 

aiuonBi aouDia ana snj " " 

upon rr 



tnd ndditionnl doubla 'and sariieitions weie jmpetle 
ly soul. She reeetTeB this, ssjd I to myself, It 



B and inspection; ti 

^vourile image that ia impressed upon ber bearL At 
each of tbese TeHecticma, I felt a sting in my bosom ; 
and the more I revolTed and debated on these Uncer- 
tainties, the groaler atrenglh they gained, and drew 
nearef to demonEtratioli. Ah, I cned, her real coldnew 
and feigned riKards are now equally accounted for. Bbe 
deceives me, she imposea upon me : and I will eonatei* 
feil in my turn till this myalery ia detected. I then at- 
tempted and would have conatratned myBelf to look 
at 3rou with tny accustomed tendemeaa : but I fonnd tt 
impoeaible. I therefore wilhdifltr auddenly and witli- 
■out any notite. If e»er she bad a Uncture of ftiend- 
■bip for me, thought I, the apjirehension of my loss will 
awake in ber a sense thereof I diaguised myaelf; and 
as a stranger, tCK>k lodgings over against you. I toofa my 
my station at the window. I was on walcb fhiiD mom 
' till noon, to make a tborougb inquisition into your con- 
duct dunng my absence. I shall discover her disposition 
■aid I, by the visitants whom she receives ; but, during 
a fbrtn^hl of observation, I could not perceive that of the 
numbers who called, any one wsa admitted. My Jealoua 
pasaions abated ) and I began to reproach myselrror hav- 
ing ever conceived them ; wh™, to my utter confusion, 
there atood CtiQ to my view, in dress, aspect, mein, atti- 
tude, the distinguished original of the portrait which J 
bad in my pocket 

II — I : — .-,^ Drone It. „j 

taimed, he then lives, he 
■Hu iivf», 111^ mini ueai uiiu amijible Cousin, though 1 
never wish to behold his face any more ! My only re- 
lation, perhaps now my only ftiend, you aie still Uving, 
and 1 trust you are happy ; and ihalis enough '. 

Your relation, your only relation, madam, cried my 
lord ! is he BQ near ? ia he no nearer, no dearer to you 
ttian consatieutnity will warrant? Proceed, my lord, I 
wld ; 1 will (hen tell yon all, without disguise or pallia- 

I confess to you. answered my husband, that the sight 
of him struck my soul with the fullest coniintion of mv 

being betrayed. My jealoua 

,ble poignancy. 1 was enkin 
heart was rent several wayi 
Dpoi) me, but my fluy and 



— I 
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ported me under ;t For four days longer I held Up in 
ibe impatient expectation of once more beholding your 
lover, ^t I might pierce him in a thousand pncBB, in 
every seducing part about him. But nature at length 
gave way ; and 1 sunk under the oppresslMi ; and I re- 
turned, once for aU» to behold, to reproach^ and to eat- 
pire before you. 

O, mv husband, my friend, my true lover, I cried, how 

Lpity, how I leel for you 1 I excuse your sospicions, 
»wever injurious to my honour, since your jealousy 
perhaps is not wholly without foundation. I did indeed 
loye toe person for whom that portrait was drawn, with 
tenderness, with passion : but.believe me, when I assure 
you that I have not set my eyes, either on the original 
or picture these twenty years. 

What is this you tell me 1 exclaimed my lord. You 
are notyet, as I take it, thirty years of age. Could yoa 
love, even to passion, at so very early a period ? 

Here I found myself under the necessity of discover- 
ing to my husband the little adventures, impressions, 
and* sentiments of my infancy, wherewith you are al- 
ready acquainted, when I luid finished my shtHt nar- 
rative, he seised my band, and pressing it passionately 
to his lips, and then to his burning bosom, he melted into 
tears. O, my Fanny^ he cried, my most noUe, my 
adorable creature I what a eombat have you ^9llgh^ 
what a conquest have jrou gained, of grace over nature* 
of virtue against passion I Can you excuse me, will 
you forgive me 1 may I hope that you will restore me to 
the blessuigs of your friendship 1 May I flatter myself 
that you gave me as much as you coiud of your aJBTec 
tions 1 that if you had been able, you would nave loved 
me with a love like mine 1 

I will not distress you, my cousin, by a description of 
the afiecting scenes that ensued* My husband left me 
vastly rich, but still more forlorn. During the first years 
of my widowhood, I looked upon myself as a Mendless 
and unnecessary burden upon earth. Though I thought 
of you at times, it vras not without a resentment and a 
tincture of aversion, for your never having deigned to 
enquire or find out, whether any such person as your 
too affectionate Fanny Goodall, was in we land of thA 
living. At leiwth my physicians, and my friends (as 
they styled themselves) prevailed upon me once more^ 
to enter into the light, and air, and amusements of their 
world. ' I consented. I found my advantage in it I 
gradually got rid of the grievous oppression that lay 
upon my spirits. Since edl is vanity, thought I, let MM, 
partake of the diseopation, and make it as pleasing as 
we can ; and accordingly you found me in the engage- 
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BMiitE which yoQ honoured with your ingpectdoii yesb 

Wb«nyoDentcred,I did not know you. The Btran 
name of Fenlon, ss nell as tbe alteration which yei 
had made In you, shot you oat almogt wholly tram i 
reCollBction. I felt myself, howBTer. aiitated. I kni 
not WhT. Something in you 

1 ."* T,y heart irapreseioi. . 

na sole conc«m. I could not Ic j. 

I eouU not apeak to yoo, wUfaont emotion. All nigh 
by distuibed. In Tain endeavoiirins to remember wh 
or where I had wen you. At moniine a andden li; 
darted in upon my mind. I got up nndllew to yourp 
tuie, nbich.Bt once laid all open and detected jour d 
guile. 

Ton are mtlch aJteied, couain. Had I Brat seen j 
aa you now stipear, I think my vouue tieart would i 
Iiaie been en deeply affected. The rum however ia b 
Tory noble, and endcaiingly renews in m» the Idea, 
wliat the building once was. 

Your alistnicled air, and the change of your nan 
seem to intimate some dIstreRaine situation. But.irfl 
tlUHiaand pounds, or that sum doubled, will.be of uae 
yod, I shall far once think that fortune ban been of i 
vantage to me. 

My moat dear and Mneroua cousin, replied Mr. Fi 
ton, 1 ahalt never pardon myself thoee grielit viliich i 
excen of my aflection inadvertently occasioned yr 
No bfotber eTer loved a sister, no parent a child, w 
fbnder niBsion. The aTersion, which 1 thought you I 
■uddeniy taken to me, was one of the most senai 
afflictions of my life ; and my ignorance of what UU 
ly became of you, can only be accounted Ibr by an 
atract of my own story. 

Here Mr. "— ' 

breakftat, he „ , 

hiaiory of his own liib and sdventuiea. 



CHAPTER XIII, 



The »orid, my lovely cousin, Iha world is to m 
as hia temper or compleiion. The mind constitotes 
own proBpority and adversity : winter presents no di 
to a ehaerfui apitit, neither can summer And aunat 
fbr the apirit Ihat is In a state of dejection. In 
jonUt every object presented me with happjnea* ; 
•iMi (tM tiow cano, whwi Um tmtvwtM vs^nmfr.' 
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rauU wherein joy was entombed, and the sun himself 
}at as a lamp that served to show the gloom and the 
lorrors around me. 

As my father and mother died before I was taken firom 
ourse, I knew none of those parental tendernesses and 
mdearments that serve to humanize the soul, and give it 
Jie first impressions of socieA attachment ; neither were 
iiose sweetnesses in any deg^e supplied to me, by the 
)ehaviour of an imperious brother, or of a ministerial 
guardian. As 1 was naturally, however, of a oenevo" 
^nt cast, I sought for those affections and amities among 
strangers, which I had not found in the bosoms or faces 
if kin. 

I pass over the immaterial parts of my life at school 
uid college, and hasten to the more important period of 
ny apprenticeshi]^. 

Your father bound me to Mr. Golding, a very wealthy 
ind eminent merchant, who lived over against the £x- 
i^hange. He iiad been some years a widower, and his 
>nly child, a daughter, was then at a boarding, s^ool. 

Mr. Golding, with a plain understanding, was a man 
)f exceeding honesty, and a susceptible heart At first 
light he conceived a partial affection for me, whereof he 
fave me very frequent and very tender proofe ; and, as 
ie stood to me in the place of a patron and a fatfier, I 
bit tor him all the fondness and attachment of a child. 

In the fourth year of my apprenticeship he called me 
o his closet, and taking me kmdly by the hand, Harry, 
lays he, I love you ; your interest lies near my heart ; 
br though you are not the begotten of my body, you are 
he child of my affections — Be quiet, Harry — let me speak 
—I have to talk to you of matters of consequence. — I 
vent yesterday to your uncle Goodall, to know how ao- 
»unts stood between ye — ^though he is but a cold kins- 
nan, be is a very faithful guardian. — He has just married 
i very lovely young woman.and I would have you go and 
jay your compliments to them on the occasion. — ^-Your 
mclehas laid out your little penny to good advantage, 
ind your JE 12,000 is now nearly doubled. — And now, 
iarry, as your father did not behave like a father toward 
rou in the dividend which he made between you and your 
irother, I propose in some measure to supply his place, 
ind I make you a present of this note ot jC 12,000, 
vhich, added to yeur little patrimony may enable you 

O, Sir ! I cried. Be quiet, child, I say again, till 

rou find whether or no you shall have reason to thank 

oe. 1 am growing old, my Harry, and by a long 

ourse of industry have earned a kind of title to some 
ittle rest ; I would therefore gladly make a composition 
etween your application 'and my repose. !• shall not 




hiee^ouiUiB of the 
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be M often in tbe connling-house as astud. I pi 
take you Into immediate pnrtnership. Buteil i 
pote that you bT-" ■■- ■ " ' — " — ' "— ' 

iBbutJust that 
TsnlaEe. — Now 

cept^nce a full 

The sfl^ra of l'..iii.|iiir iiri-pcrod uiukl 
young Joseph; ;iiid 1 boiievi?, also, that f 

I could not speak. The good 

,and catching me in hie aimiL" „ 

MDm. be shea a aiient tear or satiafaclion ui 

wilhdievr vilhont saving another void. * ,l 

For aevenl days fbliowing, Mr. Golding was employ«l 
in adviauiK his coirespon dents that I was now becoinl 
hia partner and equal in irade, end I was wearied wit| 
conmatulations on my being one of the principal men 
chants in London, before I bail attained my twentieth 

The obligsliona and advantaEfs which this good num 
thus de1ii;hted to heap upon me, incited me to di 
application and sagacity, and alt the eyes of Argus 
opened within me for supcrititendiiig and guordini 

1 have often thought 

should win bolli my wivei , _.. . 

that their partiality in my fiTour ought peihapa lo bo as- 
cribed to a sentiment of gralilude, rallier than lo anjT 
liking which Ihey might take lo my person. 

On a day in summer, I rode to Bamet to settle ac- 
counts with Mr. Frndgil, a correspondent of my master's, 
who was said lo be indisposed at his counlry-seal. As 
I approached the town, I observed an elderly gentlewo- 
man lyalking leisurely toward roe, attended by an or- 
derly train or youn' maidens. I obeerved, at the same 
time. Iwo men in glittering apparel, who hastily follow- 
fd, and coming quickly up, put all the females to a stand, 
|nd caused them to gather in a group, as fc "—i"- 1 -f-- 



gUBiding the 
itler of adTenlurei 



ce. One of the k 


m, however, n" pf 




apposition of son 




,rii:N.l, .aught 


« of the elder misses in his arms, 1 


.i..-,it..,iivkrss- 




nd into her 1..-. 


,, M,:,iiwhlle 


young lady shriel 


edandcriedal-ii.l 


■ T li.-t]. ; when 


struck the ru!l..., 


1.' 1^. ' iMOund, 


my whip. Ili= l 
and turned upon 


niiun,^,. hero^ 


m drew bis sword 


me; but, push- 


^^n^^'^ 


cast him also to 


he earUw *b.«v 


I swoids, »nft\BW 


vtvfQi.1 t'iaiBv's 
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n t^ plight not fuddenly to be dreaded, I led my horat 
>jr the BHdle tifll saw my Mr wards all gafls to their 
IweliiDg. 

S6itie months after this incident, Mr. Goldin^ caUed 
ne aside. Harry, sayd, he, my daughter is now drftw- 
ne t6 woman's estate, and should learn something inore 
mostantial than needfe-work, and dancing, and harpsi- 
sords, and Frenchified phrases. I therefore propose to 
iake her home ; where, by the help of our cook arid 
lioasekecper, she may be taught how to riiake a Siin- 
iay*s pudding, and to superintend a family. 

1 i-egularly go to s^ lier, once in every month, ac- 
companied by some male or female acc^uaintance, bin I 
riever called you to be ot the party, as We could not so 
conveniently be both from home. 

Mf child, though a plain girl, is very dutiful jand good 

Ratured. Her fortune, as you are sensible, will entitle 
er to the first lord of the land ; vet, I knOw not how- 
it is, I would rather that my girl should be happiy ttian 
great. I do not wish to have her a fine titled dame. I 
would rather, I say, see h^r married to some honest and 
tender-hearted man, whose love might induce him to 
domesticate with her, and to live peaceably and plesr^ 
itiglY within his family circle, than to see her mated with 
a ptrince of the blood. 

Now Harry, as this affair of all affairs, sits nearest at 
my heart, it is greatly in your power to oblige mfe be- 
yond expression. On my daughter's coming home, 1 
Conclude we shall be beset by a number of courtiers; 
sacn an Argo, when freighted with such a fleece, wiU 
Unquestionably be held m chace by many a pirate. 
Wherefore, my son, I would have you keep a sharp and 
inquisitive eye about you, and to take good n6te of the 
inauners ana dispositions of such suitors as my daughter 
shall appear to regard; as also to enquire minutely into 
their circumstances and characters. YoUr vigilance and 
penetration may save us from ruin. Should my child 
be made unhappy, your friend must be most miser- 
able. But I depend, my dear Harry, that whilfe I live 
you will prove a kind brothet to her ; and that you wi^i 
prove a father to her in case of my mortality. Here 
the good man, no longer able to restrain his passion, put 
his handkerchief to his eyes and quitted the chamber. 

Within a few days Mr. Golding set out, accompanied 
by a number of his city friends. In order to conduct his 
daughter home. On their arrival, I was deeply engag^ 
in the counting-house, and it was near the time fbr sup^ 
per before I could attend. As I entered, Mr. Goldini^ 

S resented me to his daughter, saying, This, liiiy desir, 19 
[r. Clinton, my partrier, my friend, my son, and yout 
brother, HereupOA Miw QoUUa|( oolouxed, afid ma^* 



i 




rrHE POOL OP QUALITY. 843 

Ing beck u I appioiclied to SKlute her, if t >m not mi*- 
uEen, Sir, rays eke, be is something mora (ci qb than aD 
you have mrnlioned; it would ill Decome me lo fbrget 
Uiat he ia the deUierer of your daUEht*r. — Your deli- 
verer, my dear MaWy I how, where, wheni— Why pray, 
Kpa, did Mr. Clinlon never tell you of hiu adventure at 
imetT — No indeed, my dear. — Itisnot every one who 
would be lilent, where bo much wai lo be estd ,lo their 
owD honour. I remember that your knights in romBncv, 
when too modeat to boaat of their own achievements, 
used to permit some ndend or aquire to deliver down to 
poalerity the history of their adventures, and 1 take 
the liberty to be aqutre to Mr. Clinton on the lilw occa- 

Here Miss Golding began to give > narrative of llie 
matter already recited, but in terms of high praise and 
a^ravated encorjiii'm. While all abashed and coniused, 
I withdrew, saying that I did not remember of any 
knights who stayed to hear their own story. 

In truth, I was much surprised to hear Miss fiolding 
mention the adventure of-Uamet; for I did not recot 
Icctthatl had ever seen tier, and had taken inucJi more . 



child ; in sending, at so critical and very fearful a con- 
juncturo. perhaps tlie only person who had either eallan- 
Iry or humanity enough lo preserve her. Indeed, Sir, I 
replied, yi>u owe me nothing ; I did not even hnow that 
liie lady was your daughter; and I coutd not pride niy- 
Bi-lf, in any degree, on an action which I thought in- 
cumbent on Bvpty man to petform. 

During supper Miaa Golding was very cheerful and 
■icri'esble. Hrr [ace, indeed, could not be numbered 
among the beauties: but her person was grace and ma- 
J .^'-^t S.I 1 1 j„.,„k^'i t -. — . ^ v_ *__ 



rowiling ond gaiety, assembly and reallval 
at uur nousp. She was as a magnet, that drew and 

Srouped all the peerage and genliy of England together. 
ut as businraa happened to be very urgent al Ihia sea- 
eon, I was not al liberty to partake of their amuaements, 
and I resigned lo Mr. Golding the nimmiasion which. t« 
had given roe respecting th* part!«iV(tiQ 4b4j\»i»4. ■ttuEiat- 
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slie, perhaps I have been both impertinent and imlkwre»t, 

but 1 meaiit all for the besL Y uu must know tliea, that 
1 have been on a visit to your lather. To my father, • 
madaui ? Even so. I would to Heaven, that he ware 
worthy to be called father to such a sun. But, ait i was 
saying : 

Your father, Mr. Clement, is in great circumstances; 
he keeps his coach, has taken a fine new bouse, and lives 
at a high rate. I sent in my name, with notice that 1 
came to him on business of consequence. I was, there- 
upon, shown to a back parlour, wl>e»e he sat, in com- 
pany with Mrs. Clement, and a lusty ill-loolung young 
gentleman ; but your slop-mother has a comely and goail- 
humoured countenance; she also appears to be far ad- 
vanced in her pregnancy. Mrs, Graves, said your father. 
take a seat. VViiat arc your commands with me, madam f 
1 came, sir, to let you. know t!uit your son Mr. llammei 
I'leuient, the best of human beings, has been at the point 
of death. Have you nothing to say to me, madam, but 
what c«>nccras my son llamiuel f 1 have not, I contesa, 
Kir, but that is more than enough ; it is very interesting 
aixl allecting, and concerns you most nearly. Here Mr. 
Clement, for I will never more call him by the sacred 
name of father, here 1 say, he started up, and catching at 
a lK)ok, he pressed it to his lips and cried, I swear by 
the virtue ot tliis and all other holy books, that I will 
never listen to any person who would speak a single 
word in l)chalf of Hammel Clement; and so, Mrs. giva 
me leave to show you the way out again. So sayrng, 
lie caught my hand and drew me to tlie door, wllile I 
turncil, and cried to your step-mother, O madam, what 
uorl ot a heart is yours, tliat refuses its intercession on 
this occiiAion ? lUit she gave me an eye and sneer, of 
Hueh a mischievous meaning, as expressed the whole 
lliMiil under the guise of an angel. When Mr. Clement 
had taken mc to the outward door, 1 just turned, and 
M.iid, I am sorty, sir, that a man of your grave and sensi- 
ble appearance, should sutler yourself to be so duped by 
pi'oplo wl»oae interest it is to deceive you. But swelling 
into cbolcr, ho gave me a violent push from him, and 
clapped to the door in my face. So that, in short, my 
dear child, I fear I have done you harm, where I meant 
you true service. 

It matters not, my mother, said I, (endeavouring to 
suppress a tear of tender resentment) 1 will soon, I trust, 
prtK'uro si>me kind of independence on that barbarian 
and his fortune ; and while 1 have you and youi Arabel- 
la, I shall want neither father nor friend. 

Being now very nearly re-established in my healthy I 
NOl out again, in search after some employment that might 
MuU me. As 1 was strolling on Tower-Uill, I obaervea a 
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etbeiialmiinc. I tpproached toward llie sound ; th«doM 
waa on Out jv, and teaily opening it. I enlerad and stood 
behJnd har unperceived. She nl and saag to her lute. 
The wonb woe ShahBpeare'g, lint sweetly set by herself. 
They eipressed that pasB^o in bia play of Twelfth 
Nient, vheie it ia aald of Viola. She never told hO' love, 
bid Ut eoneealmaU, likt 1 worm i'lh' bud, feed on her 
damatk cheek, be Ah, how *f!ectingly did her instru- 
ment answer lo her voiee, nhila sbe gently tuned her 
aighs lo the soft and melancholy cadences. My tireaat 
was BO swelled by a mixture of anguish and compaasion, 
that I could no longer wholly suppress a riaing groan. 
Hereal sbe started and turned ; and rising suddenly, her 
eyes shot fire, and her ftce glowed with indignation and 
resentmant. But observing Ibe tears tbal atill tricliled 
down my cheeks, her countenance waa as suddenly 
changed into kindness, and abe caat upon me a look of 
inexpressible complacence. 

An, Mr. Harry, wtya she, I see, I see (hat you have a 
eentleand a kindred kind of heart; and that, if ever you 
happen to love, you will love with great tendemesa. — 
Have yon ever loved, Mr. Harry ?— Indeed, madam, I 
cannot aay: my commerce has been very little among the 
ladiea. If I met love onmy wav,or even found it in my 
lieBTt, perhaps I should not rightlif know what to make of 



' it. But, my Matilda, my inning aiater, (yoai 
has honoured me witll the privilege of (Mine 
that dear, that tender name) why will you not 



. &theT 



your best, your truest friend with the aecret of yourdia- 
"■■■ell whoever (he object of yonr esteem mav be. I 
e aoletDly engage, at the riaqus of n 



loss of my fortune, to bring him yaluntarily to pay hk 
vows at your IpM. O. my aister. 1 would (o heaven that 
be had now been present, as I have been present, to have 
hja bodI melted and minted aa mine has been ; his heart 
mnat have been herder than the stones of Thebes, (f 

eiu did not attract it imd move it, b( pleasure, by the 
ucb of those fingers, and the bewitchment of those 
accents, — Ah, you flatterer, she cried, with a voice tuned 
to harmony, and a face fbrmed of smiles, you almost 
tempt me (o (ell you what, for the world, I would not 

—■in (hat any one in the world should know. Bui ' ' 

i(ch myself fyom the 
it me a vanishing glan 
ijtant. 

As our suitors had now been disiuissed, and our assem- 
bliea discontinued, Miss Colding seemed quite pleased 
with our domestic quiet ; i( gave ua lTegoen( occaaions 
of being together;' and I endeavoured, by a variety tK 
fender offices and little amusemeiKa, Vo a\weV qi &»««^ 
0e melancbol^ under wbich I tlw«ig\AAN«\a!»sww*- ^ 
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WM ffeatly crarprisc^d at my own sucjcess on tl^fl ooc9i^ 
iioti; fa^ feheerraineM iretuimed; she discover^ new 
hi)[d striking gn^ces in hef mannerti' ^d conveTsailony 
apd in a little time did not appear to wknt any cbhso- 
Iati<^. 

One day, being on the exchange, I was accosted by a 
Jew, who told me that he wanted a sum of money/ and 
wo)cu,d either sell or pawp to me a jewel pf great price ; 
ft was a solitaire composed pf oriental pearls, with a'dia- 
Biond of the first water and magnitude in the centre : 
after some chaffering, we agreed for three thousand 
piepeci^ and I put it into my pocket-book. As my busif 
ness de{ainea me oh the Exchange till it was late, } 
dined with two pr three acquaintances ^t the c^iop-house, 
and did not return, till the evening was adv&nced. 

On my entering, I wias told that Mr. Goldinjr was 
abroad, and that Miss Matilda had just ordered cocree |br 
some ladies in her dressing-room. Immediately I ran 
tip and opened the dopr without ceremony, biit was In- 
mintly struck with the look \yhich she turned towar^ 
m&j a look that at once intimated dejection and disgust. 
Pnrihg coffee, I endeavoured to benave with m^r usual 
anconcem, but found it impossible to ayoid sharing iii 
|hat constraint under wliich Miss Matilda most evidently 
j^abQured : in short, a gloomy stifti^ess spread through tlje 
whole conversation, and I belie vfB no two persons in com- 
pany were rightly satis^ed with each btner. 

As soon ais the cups were removed, the &ir visitant^ 

ot up ; and as Hiss Goiding pressed them to stay, in tL 

ianner that rather denoted her desire of thpir absence. 

jKj^y feigned a further engagen^ent, and very formally 

)% their leave. 

wheii she h^d seen thein to the door, and that I had 
|)|Shdeq them into their carriages, she ttimed ^thout 
K>eakihg to m.e, and wijthdrew toward her own apsrt- 
n/Bnt. t follbwe(), and as she was about to enter. My 
^atilda, my sister, said t, with a voice of cordial tender- 
less, dp your Harry the favour to accept this trifle, as an 
nstSn.ce of my regard for the daughter of my frjend, for 
;h|^ dearest object, upoii earth, of my esteen^ and anecr 
ion. So saying, I presented her w^h my recent pur- 
chase: she did not, however, even deign to Xqok ^t it; 
but sjirveying me from head to tbot with an eye of 
strange passions, she took it and dashed it again^ tfi^ 
^oor ; and rushing ii^tP ber chamber, she shut to the door 
Upon Tfie, yrithout speaking a word.' 

t stood i^ ^incbnpeiv^blsastonisl^n^ntand cpncern* 




k 
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(0 question or eTpoatDlate vilh her, I retnatsd to tp^ 
■psrtment under Che deepest dpiection of xpirlL 

Mr. Goldine didnqt return til! il WM late id the Bv«l- 
JDg. Hb immediately sent for mc. Harryrrayl be. 
wfist is the inBtWr, has any thing happened Uniai 1 I . 



IresB was gone to Ved In- 

disposed, and requested tViat ehemiEht not be distnrtwij-' 

Supper bemg served up, we aat dnwn in mlence ; snd 
na neittier of us oRfered to taste's bit, I rose, wished Mr. 
Golding a good ni^t, and retired to my chamber. 

After a sleepless niRht, my Bcrvant entered in a tW- 
ble alarm, and told me that Miss Gnlding was eitremelr 
in, and that almost all the physicians in London hnl 



nquiriea after MIm 
pearlng in her M^ 
nus should add tti 



...ce,Terithe''«riiht'of"oi.. ._ . 

her distemper. At lensth the goon oia man came to nm 
vringinir niii handn. Will you not co, Harry, aavs he, 
will you not iro and see Matilda before she dieal TtM 
doctors trtl roe they have tried aD the powera of medt- 
cjne, bat Hut tbey do not yet know what to make ofber 



matter. Miss Matilda, herself, entrusted me with thA 
lecret, but luider the strictest injunctions of silence ; tb* 
ertremily of ber case, however, ought to dispense with 

£1 such BOgaKements. Your daughter loves. Sir, iM 
ves with passion ; but who the object of her aftecliMI 
la. I cannot imagine. Let it be your part to disrainir 
what she so indastrioualy hides from the world ; shewffl 
lenue notbing to the authority, or rather to the teiid«|i' 
nasa of such a parent. 

Here Mr. (lOlding left me, but Tetomed In about an 
hour. His whole fhitne seemed to labour with something 
extraordinary. You were right, Harry, ho cried, yoi 
were right in your corOx^tures; my prayers and my tevf 
have at I«Dgth prevailed, withdiflfeulty X twra^r'mt.W 
secrat fiom DBT. Oiinywm'. TX^aKcwia.'s'^'pi'oV"'-, 
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>r to befriend us. Would you not do something ibr the 
felief of a family, ^bo doat upon you as we do; would 
^ou not do something for your old fViend, who loves yoa 
\M fondly. ac ever &ther loved a child 1 Something for 
'ou. Sir, told 1 1 yes» every thing, all things that are 
>08Bibte to be done. But, prjiy Sir, da I know the party 1 
fou do, Harry, you do, he cned ; for as tlie prophet said 
into David, thou art the man ! 

Me, Sir! I exclaimed, impossible! she cannot bear 
ay sight, she heites me, she detests the ground I go 
ipon. Not so, said he, not so, she loves the very dust 
ipon which you tread. Something surely is due in mi- 
inration of the calamities which you have occasioned. 
Ve lie at your mercy, Mr. Clinton, my precious daugh- 
er and myself; it is yours to bid us live or die at your 
)leasure. to crush us into nothing, or to restore us to ex- 
stence, to health, to enjoyment Will it hurt you, my 
ton, to do us thes^great benefits ? is it a matter grievous 
o you to give happiness to those, whose excess of love 
T> you is their only misfortune? A princely fortune at- 
ends you. We and all we have are yours, Mr. Clinton. 
iVe are desirous of depending on your bounty alone. 
Let the extremeness of my daughter's a£fection for you 
>xctte something more kindly than hatred in your breast* 
[f not for her sake, yet for mine, my beloved Harry, let 
ne beseech you to constrain yourself before her, to affect 
lome little tenderness, some appearance of regard, that 
nay revive her, a while^ at least, from the deplorable state 
inder which she languishes. 

While he spoke, I was agitated by unutterable emo- 
ions, and he might have proceeded much further, before 
[ should have had the power to reply. At length I 
sast myself on my knee, and catching his hand to my 
)osom, Ah, my friend, my father, my dear fkther, I cried, 
%m I then no better than a barbarian in your sight ? To 
[ne would you impute such sentiments of cruelty and 
ingratitude 1 Take my hand. Sir, take my heart dis- 
pose of them as you please. All that I have, and all that 
[ am, is yours and your daughter's, without any kind of 
reserve for any other person breathing. 

The good man caught me in his arms, and pressed me 
;o his breast in a long and spe^echless ecstasy ; then, 
aking me by the hand, he led me in silence to his daugb- 
«r's apartment. 

As we. entered she turned her eyes toward the door,,^ 
md her pale and languid countenance was straight 
mffused with a short-lived red. I was so affected by the 
[x>ndition in which I beheld her, that I scarcely was able 
to reach her bed-side, where, kneeling down, I gently 
took one of her hands, and pressing if t^etweej) mu^e| I 
^t/ie4 it in a-9ilent slioweir o^ t^^^^x . 
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Ah. my papa, she &intly cried, I fear you hare be- 
trayf d me : Mr. Clinton is certainly informed of my weak- 
new. I am informed, said I, my lovely, my all beloved 
sister^ I am informed that I am permitted to hope for a 
happiness that is infinitely above my merit ; but it shall 
be the delightful business of my life to deserve it 

My dear, said Mr. Golding, I perceive you are some- 
thing flustered ; your constitution is too weak Ibr such 
emotions as these. For the present, your brother Harry 
must leave you. To-morrow, I trusty you will be better 
able to support oiir company. 

Hereupon I took her hand, and impressing upon it a 
tender and warm kiss, I just ventured to look up, and 
saw her fine eyes suffused with a glittering tear, and her 
countenance bent upon me with a look of indescribable 
sweetness and delight; but Mr. Golding, to prevent the 
effects of too tender a scene, instantly took me by the 
arm and led me away. 

As he perceived that my 6i)irits had been much dis- 
turbed, he ordered a bottle to his own chamber, and told 
me that he requested some fbrther converse with me. 
As soon as we had taken our seats, he looked earnestly 
upon me, then seized me by the hand, and looked at me 
again. But suddenly getting up he turned and stepped 
to the window, and breaking into tears, he there wept 
and sobbed for good part of an hour. 

As soon as he was somewhat composed, he resumed 
his seat Mr. Clinton, says he, are you really sincere in 
. your professions with resi>ect to my daughter 1 Shall I 
be rid of my doubts at once 1 May I venture to ask you 
a question, on which my own life as well as that of my 
child may depend 1 Should it please the Almighty to 
raise her from her present bed of sickness, is it actually 
your intention to make her your wife. 

Here I demanded with some warmth. Is that a question. 
Sir, at this time 1 What reason have I given you to sus- 
pect my honour ox my truth 1-^1 do not suspect you," 
my Harry, I do not suspect you ; I know you would not 
deceive me, but you may have deceived yourself. Your 
nature is tender, and full of pity, and in the deplorable 
estate in which my girl lies, your great compassion may^ 
have easily been mistaken by you for love. Y our ftiena- 
ship for me also may have helped to impose upon yofi, 
ana you may have construed your regard and attachment 
to the father into a sentiment of tenderness and affection 
for the child. But O, my Harry, should any other wo- 
man be preferable in your eyes ; or should it not be in 
my girl's power to win and wear your affections, I shall 
then have been instrumental in making you wretched ; 
and my heart may as well be broken the one way as the 
pther.-^^ ff p, myfath^r, no, I ^«v« iv^ tot^v^^^ 
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lilahs, no secret, apaours, no pljeasures tf^at abnn the light. 
Jfy heart 19 a virgin heart, ai^d my Matilda possesses it 
without a rival. 

From the time that I was sensible of my father's par- 
tiality, a little matter of ambition, whether laudable or 
otherwise, incited me to attempt a distinction that would 
raise me* toward a level with an only brother, who look- 
ed down with neglect and contempt upon me. Thence 
I became indefatfgable in my studies at school and col- 
lege, as also in my application under you, Sir. during 
t|ie first years of my apprenticeship^ ana this leit me. no 
manner of leisure tor female attachments. IndccKd I 
dreaded the appearance of any advances A'om the sex, ana 
turned from them as I would from so many gins or pit- 
fills purposely dug for my destruction. My conversa- 
tion, Sir, has oeen very little among the fair^ and, ex- 
cepting my natural propensity to the sex, t never, till 
very Htely^ conceived a liking for any woman. In 
trnth, my dear father, that lady is not alive whom my 
iudgment or inclinations wonld prefer to your Matilda* 
ybu need not fear iny being wretched, I think myself 
most happy in her affections. 

Then, said he, I pronounce her the happiest of women. 
And now, my Harry/I will tell yon a secret From thft 
first time that I beheld you, I wished ytni for my daugh- 
ter ; I wished she might have charms to attract and fix 
your heart; but as I feared, and was persiiaded that this 
was not the case, I forebpre to indulge myself in such 
flattering expectatipns. You kiiow I never took yo^ > 
with me to see her at the boaraing-sehoQl ^ the true rea- 
son was, that I dreaded exposing her young and inex- 
perienced heart to such a temptation, lest she should 
conceive and languish under a hopeless passion. 

On hejr return to town, my apprehensions qn your 
score, were much abated, as 1 imagined that tne great 
number of her gay and glittering suitors would divide or 
at least divert her attention frpm you ; and I pnrposely 
laid all the business of our house on your shoulders, that 
she might have as little of your company as possible. 

I further had the precaution to warn my cmld against 
the danger of any anection for you. Matty, said I, one 
day, among all this assembly of fair and fbrtuna^ youths 
you are free and welcome to choose yoiir companion for 
life, there is only one that stands ei^cepted ; one only 
whom you must not look upon with ap eye pf expecta- 
tion, who is that, papa 1 My young brother and part- 
ner in trade, said I. He looks much higher, Matty, than 
to the daughter of a merchant. His^ prospects are jiin- 
tnense. He is only brother 'Tind heir to thp Earl of 
MoreisLnd, whp is now on his travels p. dissolnte yor~" 
man, wboae^vicea in aU^eUhood viiU. quickly carry 
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off; Slid in mch a cam, our Harry Cllnlon would be con- 

Bider«(1 an the flnt iicrton in the land. 

Ah ', Sir. t cried, I mav tlpss voar prnhibition with 
regard to roe; it was cprtainl}' Ihe happy, (he only caa«o . 
of my Matilda's partiality in my ftvour. The eood roan 
amiTed and proceeded. NotwilhHtandinB what 1 aaid to 
Mal'V, I hart not given up al! Ihouehta or you rnVBelf. 
whilp ghe talked or eung in your preBcnce, I olten lam- 
ed mv eye upon yon, and thought, at times, that I per- 
peivei] a irrowinK (endm-nesB in your behaviour, which 
nirther acqnainloTicB, I trmted. might ripen into love. 
But when. In oropr to try you, I proposed your adToca- 
tiim in behalfof SpellioK, and that you appeared to un- 
aertake it with reBdinena and pteasuret I at onco drop- 
--id»ll my fi«id iHid flattering tmpeB c ' 



le favouring hand of that providen 



Snd'fliTfliied the capital "wiaiibfmy" life. " But I "will 
no lonirer d^lay carrying to my dear child the elad ti- 
ding of your BDectTons ; it will prove the best of balms 
to hcT wounded mind, and will close her eyes, for this 



I WHS scarce drsHed the next morning, when Matilda g 
fevourlte maid entered mv chamber and bid me goodi 
morrow. Mrs. Susan, mid I. youi^pleagant countena 



. hat Mias Golding is better.— f), vaatly 

|)ettpr, vanlly belter, Sir. I asfflirfi you ; she slept sweetly 
■n the nlKht. and did not want for happy dreams neither, 
I warrant. — Here is something fbr your Eood news. — 
NO Sir, no, I never take money tVom )!entlemen ; my 
migbeas'q generogitv does not leave me to the tempta- 
tion. I love my miatreBB. Sir, and J think we oiieht aU 
raHiet to join and «ee vou, as well for yefltrrrtay's visit, 
as for another which I hope yon will pay her to day. A 
fiddle for these old doctors, one pretty young doctor is 
better worth than a scare of thprn. Susan, an it should 
seem, Ijad been an observer, and did not want for penr- 

Rtion iji such maHera,— Mr. Farry, she continued, 
Etve my last quarter's wages to ^ow what cbaim it 
is tlwt you carry about ynu. to make all the pretty ladie* 
■o fond of you. In truth, Mrs. Susan. I am equally ■ 
stranger to the charm and to Ihe fondness that you talk 
of. — Don't tell me, I'ir, don't ten me. The very day of that 
night on which my miatreas fell sick, here was a hidy in 
^;r chariot to enquire fbr you, one of the loveliest young 
creatures T ever set my ayes on. I know ^e ashed very 
particularly and very afleclionalelv for you ; fbr though it 

Inf.- 
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imposture ; for I BM^xe you, Mra. Susan, that I know of 
no such person. But piay, be so good as to bear my 
compliments to your lady, and tell her I wait her per- 
mission to attend her. 

I forgot to tell you, madam, that agreeable to the advice 
which Mr. Grolding had given me, I went to felicitate my 
uncle Goodall on his marriage with your mother. He 
had already been informed of my recent admission into 
partnership, and thereupon received me with very un- 
usual mi^Ks of esteem and affection. 

Your mother at that time was exceeding lovely in her 
person and manners. At every season of leisure I fre- 
quented their house, ai\d she conceived a very tender 
and warm friendship for me; but during Miss Golding's 
illness, I had not been to visit them. 

Susan was but just gone, when Mr. Golding came and 
told me that he beueved his Matty would be pleased to see 
me. I instantly obeyed the summons. As I entered, I 
observed that she sat up in her bed; a morning gown was 
wrapped about her^ and Susan with the help of pillows 
supported her behind. On my appearing, her spirits 
again took the alarm. She scarce ventured a glance to- 
ward me. I was greatly pained by the abashment under 
which I saw she laboured, and I hastened to relieve my- 
self as well as her from the distress. ^ 

I sat down by the bed-side, and gently taking one of 
her hands, without looking in her face. My dear Miss 
Golding, said I, I hope you will not be jealous of your 
papa's affection for me. He has, indeed, been too partial, 
too generous toward me, and has approved himself more 
than a father .to me. He is not satisfied with allowing 
me to call you by the tender name of sister; he further 

§ives me leave to hope, that I may be united to you by 
le nearest and dearest of all ties. Nothing but your 
consent is wanting, my sister, to make me the happiest 
of mankind. You are silent, my Matilda; may 1 ven- 
ture to call you mine ? — Blessed be your silence, my 
angel, I will dare then to interpret it in my own favour. 
— ^Indeed, I should long since have made the present de- 
claration, I should long since have avowed my inclina- 
tions, my affections, my passion for you ; but I did not 
presume to listen to my own heart on the occasion, I- did 
not suffer it to tell me how much you were beloved. 
Amidst so many suitors of the first rank and merit, who 
were justly called together by y our numberless attractions, 
I deemed it a flight by much too high for me to aspire at 
a competition for the happiness of your hand. 

Here venturing to look up, I pefceived that she had 
put her h^dkerdiief to her eyes. Ah I Mr. Clinton, she 
cried with a trembling voice, you are very delicate, you 
9fv gw^tly delicate indeed*^ bul ou^ht I to take the ^dr 
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Vantage of this delicacy ? I see that you would save me 
from the confusion of an avowal, you would save me 
from the mortifsring sensibility of my own weakness. 
But, Sir, you ought not to esteem, that a weakness in me, 
which I account my chiefest merit, and which is my 
chiefest pride. I am proud of my gratitude, I am proud 
of my discernment From the moment that you preserv- 
ed me, against arms and against odds, at the great peril 
of your own life, in you, and you alone, I saw every 
thing that was amiably,* every thing that was excellent. 
But then I dreaded lest all women should behold you 
with my eyes: and, above all, I doubly dreaded and was 
fearfully assured, that you never would have any eyes or 
attention for me. You have at length seen, or are rather 
informed concerning my malady. You pity me, you 
wish to relieve me, and you would love me if you could. 
It is enough, Mr. Harry ; even this perhaps is quite as 
much of happiness as 1 can bear. 

Here, again, I began to profess and to protest the sin- 
cerity and ardour of my affections \ but she cut me short 
and said, [ know your sincerity. Sir, you are persuaded 
that you love me, because as yet you know not what 
love is. True love, Mr. Harry, by its own light, sees into 
and throughout the bosom of the party beloved : I am 
very sensible of the tenderness of your friendship for me, 
and that sensibility constitutes the whole of my happi- 
ness. I trust also, that it is all the happiness I shall ever 
desire. To see you, to hear you, to have you with me, 
to gaze upon you while you are looking another way, 
to be permitted to attend, to serve you, to conduce to 
your satisfactions, it is a lot tliat will lift me above that 
of mortality, that will cause me to account myself the 
first among women. 

Ah, I cried, can I say nothing, can I do nothing to 
convince you, how dear, now exceedingly dear you are 
to me 1 I certainly loved you long before I knew what 
it was to be a lover. I now feel the united force of those 
imperceptible degrees by which the pleasing intruder 
daily stole and grew upon me. Believe me, my Matilda, 
when 1 presumed to present you with this as a token of my 
affection, I held it for a trifle altogether unworthy of ^ 
you; aecept it, however, I beseech you, for the sake of 
the giver. 

And is this the gem, says she, which I cast from me 
with such disdain? — Forgive me, my brother; it is just 
so that the world casts irom them the pearl of much 
mightier price. I would to heaven, that I could reject all 
the pomps, pleasures and vanities of this tranaitiat^ -<9t<ses^;» 
with the same aversion that I epwmfc^ ttovivTcv^ >5c»» '^^^ 
znabje jeweJ ? but there is Weiy WWflLfe \vo^e«^ ^►'^ ^^^^iSiS 
Harry, while you yourseU BMiy \>* ^^^'^ issssscS^few 
Mmoag transitory thiDgs% 
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Here I was quite overcome by the affection of 
gfrl, and, Urged bti by a sudden transport, I cai 
to my bosom with a force that ^as something ti 
for her weakness. On recollection, 1 attempted ) 
eise for my indiscretion, but she sweetly cried, j 
Harry, never repent ot such faults ; may I oftei 
daily tempt you to be guilty of them. But tell 
tell me truly Mr. Clinton ; these gems, when ] 
purcased them, were they actually intended i 
Were they not rather intended for your Fanny, 
own Fanny, Mr. Clinton 1 What can you meai 
claimed, I know of no Fanny in the universe wi 
I have any acquaintance. That is strange ! she 
very extraordinary indeed ! but, lest you should 1 
of a jealous or wnimsical temper, I will relate 1 
to you precisely as it happened. 

On tne day m which i took to my bed, I was 
out at the parlour window, when a ctiariot and s 
whirled up to our door. I observed a single la 
whom I supposed of my acquaintance, and i 
»dni Susan to request her to walk in. On her i 
I was greatly struck by the beaiity of her figure, j 
her very inquisitively from head to foot Havi 
sled gracefully to me. Can you tell me. Miss, i 
is Mr. Clinton at home 'I No, indeed, madam, sa 
if you will be pleased to entrust me with your coi 
— It is only, Miss, that 1 request to see him ae 
possible. — And, pray madam, where shall he att( 
— O, he will know tliat instantly, when you te 
was Fanny Goodall, his own Fanny Goodall i 
here to wait upon him. — Good heaven, I cried 
aunt, my aunt Goodall, my very aunt I assure 
What do you say, what do you tell me, your a 
can it be'i A^, she is too young and too lovely 
aunt, Mr. Harry. — The very same, indeed, mada 
is no other Fanny Goodall. I admit, as you s 
she is young and exceedingljr lovely ; but still 
Yvife, and Ukely soon, as 1 think, to be a mother 
says my Matilda, what a doleful jest is this ! a cr 
pne has been to me. 1 am sure ; what days of si 
nights of fears she has cost me ! Ah, that heart! 
term, "his own, his own Fanny ;" I think 1 she 
be able to forgive her that expression ! 

As Mr. Goldingjust then entered, we dropped 
ject we were upon. Why Matt^, says he, you i 
another creature : I think 1 never saw you wear s 
a face. I know you are come to chide me, says 
keeping your partner from business ; but pay n 
the portion you intended for me, papa, and 1 w 
burse you tlie damage of every hour of nu absenc 
my tove, cries the tender lathery if wealth might i 
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During several tbDowing dafs Miss Goldine recovered 



wilh BDiazing rapidity. In leas than Ave weebe 

n her eyes ; her wholt 



plumper and feirer than ever: peace Einiled in hw 



ipeared as actuated bf Boiue iiitcrual music And thus, 

' ' ' ' '--•--', she was give- — " -- -— 

ij uncle end a 



vely end beloved, she was given up lo iny ai 



FriKkd.—As I wieh Ibat none of four fbalta should pass 
by me unnoticed, so I am willing to allow you all your just 

■imple, [lalural, 

opens and investigates A number of little passages and 
maies in the heatC which are quite closed, or imperceil- 
tible to persons of hard nerves and callous conceptions 

tain free, However, to tell you, that I feit myself oBbDded 
y the cotnplimetits which llr. Clinton pt^s to himself 
through the mouth of your Matilda. It ismdcGd kieiy 
rare matter for people to speak of themselves with due 
decbncy snd delicacy. I wish you could have procured 
tome other conduit for conveyine to us the hielor) of 
your knight Cssar, I think, is the only person vibo, 
with en esBy though modest confidence, has soccessfbl- 
ly adventured in a detail of his own exploits. 

Abthob.-tI have not a word to say in Mr Clmton'a 
defthce ; perhaps he may oflbi something for himself an 



CHAPTER X17. 

Here the cOiinten tbr the Srst time broke In upon hii 
cousin's narration. Happy Matilda, she cried, iiow dis- 
tinguiehad '^aa thy destiny I were it but fbr a year, vtere 
It but foi' k day, for that day thou didst yet enjoy tile 
consumtnation df all thy wishes, a lot rarely allowed tb 
any daughter of Adam ! I was not then born lo envy 
her state. Sweet girl ! she deserved you ; sbe waa attdr 
my own heart; tho eicfss of her passion for you made 
her truly wotthy of you. But, tell me, my cousin, hoW 
teuld you be so long ignorant of the dear girl's affection 
for you / The language of love is so very inlf lllgible, 
M exprsHiVc thtdnsU every moUob imd every ot(U>, h 
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inott bleBsin^ remaining than Buit the lot of mortality ! 
tadto tne from them, I beseech thee, whenever it is to v 

food pleasure ; for I /ear there are some of them, wbicfl 
could not, I could not bear to have taken away from 
me ! So prayed the dear saint ; and looking eagerly at 
me. No, my Harry, she cried oat, I fear, I fear, I could 
not bear it ! So saying, she suddenly cast herself into 
my bosom, and grasping at my neck, and gushing into 
a flood of anguish, we mingled our sobs and our tears 
together till no more were left to be shed. 

YOU are afifected, my dearest cousin — I had better stop 
here. If you are moved by small matters^ how would 
your heart be wrung by some ensuing distresses ! — I 
must not venture to prdceed. 

Go on, cried the countess, go on, I insist upton it ! I 
love to weep, I joy to grieve; it is my happiness, my 
delight, to have my heart broken in pieces. 

We were both of us much relieved by the vent of 
our mutual passion; for though my wife still continued 
to keep to me and cling about me, she yet seemed to be 
sweetly composed, ana sunk within my armsj as into a 
bed and depth of i>eace, 

At length I listened to a kind of murmur and bustle 
in. the hail, and I heard some one distincUy cry, O my 
master, my master ! 

We started up at the in«(tant. Mr. Golding had been 
irom 'home at the time of the deadly crisis of my two 
darling little ones; and had auieted all his fears and re- 
newed all his prospects, in the view and full assurance 
of their lifb and quick recovery. We had been too 
much engaged and occupied in our own personal grieft, 
to give to our servants the seasonable precaution of 
breaking the matter to our father by unalarming degrees: 
and a rude fellow, at his entrance, bluntly told him that 
the children were both dead ; whereupon he clapped his 
hands together, and casting himself into a chair, remain- 
ed without sense or motion. 

When we ran out, we were ^reat'y terrified by the 
manner of his aspect: thou^^h his eyes were closed, his 
brows were gloomy and contracted, while the netlier 
part of his face looked quiet and composed. 

I instantly sent for a surgeon, and recalled the phy- 
sicians who had but lately left us; while my Matty 
stood motionless, with her hands closed together, and 
her eyes fixed upon her father. At length she cried 
out, My papa, my papa, my dear papa, I would< I 
ironld 1 had died before I came to tliis hour ! but, 
Messed be thy will, since it is thy will, O God ! When 
all .other props are sap^d ^tvd \i\.Mcked from under me, 
I trust to iUf into \!^y \ffi ^«X\v«i ^\3m^^V\\v heaven. 




THE FOOL OF QUALITY. 
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be bni«K) 
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it toward morniDE. Alai, said I to myseir, how ridi 
wu I yeiteiday, and bow is myworid abni^ced ! Thesa 
narrow walla now ooiUaln all [bat ie left me of all tbe po»- 
HHlonB that I value upon earth. 

Poor Mr. GoMlng was but ill qualified to bear calami- 
ty. Hia life bed been a life of sound health and buc- 
' ceneei and be never had been acquainted with eickueea, 
or with aflliction, save on the death of hia wife whom be 
had married fbr money, and on the illnesa of his daugh- 
ter as already related. 

As he had taken an opiate, be did not awaket) untQ it 
wa« late in tbe dev. Turning his head loward me, la It 

rou, Harry, saya be 1 how do you find youraelT, Sir, aaid 
T Why, baa any thing been tbe matter with me I 

Indeed I do not feel myself right ; but send my children 
to me : send my Jocky and my little Harn'el ; the eight 
of them will be a reatorative beyond all the cordials in 
the world.— You are silent; Harry— What ia the mean- 
ing 1; — O, now 1 begin to remember — my nweol babies. 

Here he burit into tbe moat tiolent guat of passion. 
He groaned, be wepl, he cried aloud wiln heort-pi*rcinB 
eidaniations j while I caught up Matty in my arms, and 
running with her to a dietanl apartment, catched a liiea, 

I returned, but tbund him ia the same violence of agi- 
tation. I apoke to him, I would have comforted him ; 
but he cried. Be quiet. Many, I will not be comforted, I 
wiD go to my children ; they shall not be torn fh>m me; 
~e will die, we will b« burled. We will lie in the same 



chamber, and there plentinjlly vented (he contagious 

After some tima I lintened, and perceived that all was 

auiet, and returning, I found him in a kind of troubled 
Oie, from whence he fell into a deep and peaceful 
sleep. Thus be continued lot three daya. wailing and 
elumberine by flla, without tasting any matter of nour- 
ishment, tnonah his daughter and I iniplor^ him on 
our bnees, and with tears. No leaaonini^B.ivs eKi.i««Cw» 
could avail fbr appwuing Mm; vl was fona*iii* '*Wi^*' 
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tion pf ova iM>rnJWs alone that he appeared to admit of 
any coiisolniotl. 

M length his passion subside^ into a dtilleh and silent 
calm ; he would speak to nobody, he wduld answer liblie 
of us except by monosyllables. 

. Within a few followmg weeks, news was brought me 
•that our ship the Phcenixwas arrived in the DoWn^,s^K 
and richly laden, from the Kast Indies. 

Inuneoiately I cajnied the tidings tO the old miih, iii 
ihe pleasing expectation that they would serve to divert, 
or, at least, to amuse his melancholy. But ^xing his 
look, upon me, Wherefore, Harry, dost thou tell me of 
fhips and Indies, he cried; both Indies are poor to me, 
they bavis nothing that they can sehd n^e. I have no 
toad to go upon earth, ho way upon sea to navigate ; I 
am already become a wild and wasted Babylon, whereih 
the voicie of music shall never more be heard. O Vie old 
and unblessed knees, where are now y pur precious babes, 
tvhb were wont to play about ye, i9iha to cling and climb 
-Upon ye 1 gone, gone, gone, never, never to return ! 

Here, breaking into tears, I cried, We are both yotmg 
et, my father, we ihay yet have many children to be 
vhe comfort of your age. No, my Harry, no, he replied ; 
jrou may, indeed, have many children ^ but yoil ^^ill never 
nave any children like my darling children. 

Mr. Golding, from this time, no more entei'ed his 
tounting-house, nor paid nor received visits, nor kept up 
arty correspondence. Even my company And that of 
his daughter appeared to oppress him ; and he rariely left 
nis apartment, where an old folio bible was his only com- 
panion. I 

Hereupon I began to withdraw oiir effects from trade, 
and having called in the best part of them, I lodged near 
half a milhon in the Dutch funds. When I twent to ad- 
vise with my flither on the occasion, What, my child, 
said he, what have I to say to the world, or to the things 
Of tnie world 1 Do just as you please with the one, and 
With the other ; and never consult a person on dny affair 
wherein the party consulted has no interest or concern. 

OHe morning, as I lay in bed, Matty threw heir, arms 
kbout me, and hiding her blushing face in my bosom. 
My Harry, says she, if you could handsomely bring it 
about to my poor papa, perhaps it would be some matter 
of consolation to him to know that 1 am with child. 

When I broke the matter to him, he did not, at first, 
ippear to be sensibly affected ; in time, however, the 
weight of his affliction seemed considerably lightened, 
and as my wife advanced ih her piregnancy, he began to 
look us ih the face^ he sat with us at one table, and be- 
came conversable as tottaeiVv^ 

On6 da^ 1 1^111 V>e^ti«'4^Ut«%«>A.^,^\tts^i^ 
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chant, who had appointed to pay me a large sum Qf 
money. On my return in the evening, through Moof- 
fieic}^. attended only by my favourite Irishman, a very 
feithful and .active fellow, though it was yet fair day, J 
was suddenly set upon by a posse of robbers, who rush- 
ed on me from behipd a cover. The ftrst of theni, run- 
ning up, fired directly in my fsLC^f but did me po further 
damage than, by carrying away a small piece of the uif- 
per part of my left ear. IJad the fools demanded my 
money, I would have given it to them a|; a word ; but 
nding them bent on murder, I resolved that they shoul.d 
have ifiy life at as d^ar a rat^ as possible. I instantly 
drew my nword, and ran t)ie first through the body ; awd 
then, rushing on the second assailant, 1 laid him also oil 
thjB ground, before }\e had ^me to take his ainf, so tha| 
his pistol went harmlessly off in his fall. 

In the mean while, my brave and loving companion 
was not idle ; with two strokes of his oaken cudgel ne had 
levelled two more of them with the earth. Hereupon 
the remainder halted, retreated into a group, and then 
stood and fired upon us altogether ; but observing that 
we did not drop, they cast their arras to the ground, and 
r^n off several ways as they could. My good fnend, 
Tirlah O'Donnoh, then turned affectionately to me ; Are 

}rou hurt, my dear master"? says he; I beljeve I am, Tirlah ; 
iet us make home the best we can. O, cried the npble 
creature, if no body W9S hurt but Tirlah, Tirlah wou'dfi't 
lie hurt at all. 

Here, taking me under th6 arm, we walked slowly to 
thp pity, tilt coming to a hackney coach he put me,. ten- 
derly, into it, and sitting beside me, supported me, as I 
be^n to grow weak through much elusion of blood. 

As soon as we got home, the coachm^, as is their 
practice, thundered at the door, and my Matty, accord- 
ing to custom wfienever 1 was abroad* was the readiesj; 
Qf all pur domestics to open. 

By this time I had Ikinted, and was quite insensible ; 
but w^en my tender and true mate saw me borne py 
two men into her prespnce, all pale and bloody,she, whp 
thought she had fortitude to support the wreck of the 
worla, gave a shriek that was enough to alarm ^e 
if^ighbourhood^and instantly falling backward, got ^ yib- 
lepc Contusion in the hinder part of her head. 

Immediately we were conveyed to separate beds* apd 
all requisite help was prbvided. It was found thai I hiad 
received six or seven flesh wounds, but none of them 
proved dangerous, as they were given at a distance, and 
DF pistol-shot But alasl my Matty's case was very 
different ; she f^lf into sudden and premature .labouXy'&x& 
having suffered exfrfuqe anguish «i\V Ui^Tv\^V,dMxv;^% 
which isihe ceased not to enquire aflet mft, ^S^ '^^s^ '"^vsx 
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dU&cnlhr deliTered of a male iniant, who wu soffijcated 
in the birth. 

In the mean while the good and tender hearted old 

gentleman hurried about incessantly, from one of us to 
)e other, wringing his hands, and scarcely retaining his 
senses. 

As soon as my wounds were dressed, a^d I had re- 
covered my memory, I looked about and hastily enquir- 
ed for my wife \ but they cautiously answered me, that 
she was somethmg indisposed with the fright which she 
got at seeing me bloody, and that her father had inndsted 
on her going to bed. 

On the second dressing of my wounds, I wa§,|>rOnoun- 
ced out of danger, and then they ventured to tell me of 
my Matty *s miscarriage, and of the bruise which she had 
got in her fall when she tinted. On hearing this my 
heart was cleft, as it were, in twain ; I accused my- 
self of the murder of my wife and infant ^ and I accused 
all, without exception, of their indiscretion in not con- 
cealing my disaster from her. 

At times I began to fear that my wife was either dead, 
or much worse than they represented. On my third 
dressing, therefore, I peremptorily insisted on my being 
carried into her chamber. I sent her notice of my visit, 
and on entering the room. He lives then, she cried, my 
husband, my Harry lives ! it is enough; I shall die nap- 
py, I shall now depart in peace. 

Here I ordered myseu to be laid by her side, when 
taking a hand, which she had feebly reached out, and 
pressmg it to my lips. You would ibrsake me then, my 
. Matty 1 you die, you say ; and you die happy, in leav- 
ing me the most Wretched, the most desolate of nvn. 
You die, my love, you die ; and I, who would have fos- 
tered you and your babe with my vitals, it is 1 who have 
dug a grave for the one and for tne other. But, you must 
not forsake me, my Matty ; I will not be forsaken by 
you ; since we cannot live asunder, let us die, let us die 
together! 

Here, a passionate sUence ensued on either part. But 
imr wounds growing painful, and beginning to bleed 
afresh, I was obliged to be carried back to my own apart^ 
ment 

Within a fbw days more I was so well recovered as to 
be able to walk about ; from which time I was a constant 
attendant on my beloved, and became her most tender 
and assiduous nurse-keeper. 

You must have heard, my cousin, that the customs and 

. manners of those times were altogether the reverse of 

wh^t they are at present. Hypocrisy is no longer a fauH 

among men ; all now Vb ^Tvowed Uberttnism and open 

pro/an0n«np ; luid chiitUeiv «cciS aX \)tx% tmkbu^ vcA ^toffet- 
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sion ot that religion w hicb tbeir fkthen revered* On fh^ 
contcary, in those days, all men were either real or pre- 
tended zealots ; every mechanic professed, like Aaron, to 
carry a Urim and Thummim about him; and no man 
would engage in any business or bargain, though with 
an intent to over-reach his neighbour, without going 
apart, as he said, to consult the Lord. 

My Matty, at the same time, was the holiest of all 
saints, without any parade of sanctification. Hers was 
a religion, of whose value she had the daily and hourly 
experience ; it was indeed a religion of power. It held 
her, as on a rock, in the midst of a turbulent and fluctua- 
ting world : it gave her a peace of spirit that smiled at 
provocation : it gave her comfort in affliction, patience 
in anguish, exaltation in humiliation, and triumph, in 
death. 

In about five weeks after her unhappy miscarriage, 
she appeared on the recovery, though by very slow de- 
grees, and with assistance, at times, sat up m her bcti ; 
when her oldest physician one morning called me apart. 
I am loth, Sir, said he, very loth to acquaint you with 
my apprehensions. I wish I may be mistaken ; but I 
fear greatly for>ou, I fear that your dear lady cannot 
recover. By the symptoms, I conjecture that an abscess, 
or imx)osthune, is forming within her 1 but a few days 
will ascertain matters either for us or against us. 

Had all sorts of evil tidings come crowding one upon 
another, I should not have been affected as 1 then was 
affected. I could not rise from my seat to bid the doc- 
tor adieu. My knees trembled under me ; a swimming 
came before my eyes ; and a sudden sickness relaxed and 
reversed my whole frame. Alas, I had not, at that time, 
the resource of my Matty ; I had not on the armour wiUt 
which she was armed to all issues and events. I how- 
ever raised my thoughts to Heaven, in a kind of help- 
less acquiescence rather than confident resignation. I 
struggled not to appear weaker than became my man- 
hood ; and I said to myself, doctors have often been mis* 
taken. 

Having recollected my strength and spirits the best I 
could. 1 adventured, to enter my wife's apartment She 
was just raised in her bed. from whence her pale and 
emaciated countenance looked forth, as the sun towttnt 
his setting, looks through a sickly atmosphere, in con« 
fidence of his arising iirthe fulness of morning glory. ■ 

Having cautiously and deiectedlv seated myself be- 
side her, she reached out both her hands, and, preaaing 
one of mine between them, I love you no longer, my 
Harry, she cried ; I love you no longer. Your rival, at 
length has conquered, I Am the bride of «iXiQ>Vtk«t, ^^'Sf^ 
yetl love you in a measure, BinceVa "^oxx \\k^% ^Sft^ ^w*^ 
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: God, Long, and often, and vainly, have I strovi 

j struggled against vou ; but my bridegroom at len 

I ; beeome jealous of you ; my true owner calls me 

I , you, and takes ma all to himself! Be not alarmed 

my Harry, when I tell you that I must leave you. 
f will grieve for me,you will grieve greatly for me, my i 

ed ! but give way to the kindly shower that your 
' shed ^r his Lazarus, and let the tears of humani 

ifM , leviate and lighten the weight of your affliction — A 

4 1**1 ' Harry, I tremble for you ; what a' course you hfi: 

* * 1/ run? — what perils! what temptations ! — Delive: 

'-'.} from them, my Master, deliver him from them i 

» Ag%iin, what blissful prospects ^^they are gone 

are vanished I— I sink, I die under the weight and 1 
of succeeding misery ! — Again it opens ; all is cle 
: t^ and his end, like that of Jod, is more blessed than 1 

% ginning — Ah, my Harry, my Harry, your heart m 

wrung by many engines ; it shall be tried in man] 
I ; but I trust it is a golden heart, and will come forth 

* all its weight! 

You have been dreaming, my love« I said, you 

been dreaming ; and the impression still lies neav] 

melancholy on your memory. 

1 Yea, she replied, I have beeiv dreaming indeed 

I then my dreams are much more real than my w 

visions. When all things sensible are shut out it if 

that the spirit enlarges, grows conscious of its ov 

tivity, its own power and prescience, and sees by j 

whose evidence is bey ona that of the sun 

}'4 { O, my angel, I cried, should any thing happen tc 

•i! But I dare not look that way; for I know, ifind, 



Ak^* T ^^..u _.& _..__;_. -.-..I -vr^. 



THE POOL Olf QUALITY. 26^ 

9gafn come upon her, and went off, and again returned, 
alter intermittnig swooninga. 

O, my cousin, what a solemn, what a fearful thing is 
death ! all our inlets of knowledge and sensation closed 
at once ! the sound of cheer and the voice of friendship, 
und the comfort of light, shut out from us for ever! Noth- 
ing before us, but a olackness and depth of oblivion ; or 
beyond it, a doubtful and alarming sensibility ! straqge 
scenes,and strange worlds, strange associates, and strange 
perceptions, perhaps of horrid realities, infinitely worse 
than non-enuty ! Such are the brightest prospects of 
infidelity in death ! 

Where, at that time., are your scoffers, your defiers of 
iViturity 1 where your merrv companions, who turn their 
own eternity into matter of laugh and riaicule 1 dejected 
and aghast, their countenance wholly fallen^ and their 
heart sunk within them, they all tremble and wish to be- 
lieve, in this the hour of dissolution. They feel their 
existance sapped and sinking from under them ; and 
nature compels then!, in the drowning of their souls, to 
cry out, to something, to any thing, Save, save or I per- 

Far different was the state of my little and lowly Mat- 
ty, my saint of saints, at that tremendous period ! where 
all others would h^ve sunk, there she soared aloft, and . 
she dropped the world and its wealth, with her body 
and all the sensible affections thereof, with the same sat- 
isfaction, that a poor man, just come to a great estate, 
would drop his tattered garb to put on gorgeojus apparel. 

O, Tny beloved ! she would cry in the midst of her 
pains, I nave been weakly through life, I have been weak- 
ness itself, and therefore not able to take up thy cross ; 
but be thou strong in my weakness, shew thy mightiness 
in me, and then lay it upon me with all its weight! 

Again, after a swoon, and when her pangs became ex- 
cessive, I refuse hot thy process, my Master, she cried ! 
?'hy cross and. thorny crown, they are all my ambition! 
oint thy thorns, twist them harder, let them pierce into 
my so\ir;so thou 8^ffer me not to^fail or fall from thee, 
I care not ! 

Think, my coi)sin. what I endured upon t.hat occasion; 
my rending heart shared her sufferings, and felt pang 
ror pang. Nay, I was not far from murmuring and ques- 
tionmg with my God, on his putting to such tortures^hjB 
Dsost guiltless of his creatures. If thy lambs of the flocks, 
I secretly said, if ,thy lambs are a.p^vcAft.^\ft ^85is3c^«v- 
criiciating sensations, wUatmxk^X^^ \aa ^wickssa. ^s. «m3^ 
mnmrs aa I am 1 , c^xwue-xsjasa 

when she di-ew near the ftoaVo^VictXiL^?*^^'^*;^^^^ 

*««Jte«t the two pinaA of m^ txwX «»^ tsvxfisixv 
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but slay all those by my death, with u-hom I have been 
vainly combating during my life time ! So saying, her 
pains in an instant forsook her. The form of her coun- 
tenance was suddenly changed from the expression of 
asTony into that of ecstasv. She raised her hands on high, 
and exerting herself to rollow them, she cried, I come, I 
come ! then sighed and dropped over. — The muscles of 
her face still retained the stamp of the last sentiment of her 
soul, and while the body hastened to be mingled with 
earth, it seemed to partaJce of that heaven to which its 
spirit had been exalted. 

You may think it odd, dearest madam, that, for some 
time past, l have taken no note of' the man to whom I 
was tied by every possible band of duty, gratitude, and 
affection. The ract is, that, during the latter part of my 
wife's illness, and for some weeks after hei^ death, Mr. 
Golding was confined to his chamber by a severe fit of the 
ffout ; and the acutenesss of his pains scarce permitted 
him to attend to any other concern. While my Matty 
lived, therefore, I divided my time and assiduities as 
equally as I could between the daughter and father ; and 
at any intervals of ease, I used to read to him his fieivour- 
ite passages in the bible. 

As soon as my saint had expired, I charged the ser- 
vants not to give any intimation of her death to their 
master ; blit alas ! our silence and our looks were too 
sure indicators of the fktal tidings ; for, from the highest 
to the least, my Matty had been the idol of the whole 
house, and her death appeared to thein as the loss of 
every earthly possession. 

Having looked, several times, intently and inquisitively 
in my face. Well, Harry, says Mr. Golding. all is over 
then, I see; we must go to her, but my child shall no more 
return to us. — ^You are silent, my Harry. — thou fell 
glutton, death ! I had but one morsel left tqr the whole of 
i][iy sustenance, and that too thou hast devoured. Here 
he gave a deep groan, and sunk into a state of insensi- 
bility, from which, however, he was soon recovered by 
the return of an anguishing fit of the gout 

When I look back, my fair cousin, on the passages 
of my life, it is a matter of amazement to me, that a crea- 
ture'so frail, so feebly and so delicately constituted as man, 
with nerves so apt to be racked, and a heart to be wrung 
with anguish, can possibly endure under the weights of 
calamity, that, at times, are laid upon him. 

/ had not yet dropped a tear. I was in a state of half 
f^jpid and half fligmy intenaibilttv \ as one who, having 
Jim every thingf had nothing tutVXvci \jo V»Y Vsi, «nii 
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tbarefore nothing to ncud. But vibtn I mw ma 

old tnHo, my btei (t-iend, my ftther, wbelmed undrt 
■ depth of nfltktioi), all tbe sluices of my soul ani 
maslanei'iinnii uire laid open, and Ibroka nitiinn s 
•d pusion of tesn and eicfuDatians, lilt, lil,(' Dsiiid ^ 



Ml pusion a 

Anle of lave witli Jonftlhan, I e^icecded. i ^utuMn 
■elfof all tlieeiils (hat tud happened to h.i Imiia,': 
I devoted tbe day to darknesa, and tbenigblto deaolat 
wbereia, by my presence and con ri< <'1i <ii-^, 1 bad broq 
those mLscbiclB uDon him. The ■^■vii ji.nti na< gnt 
■tiucic, and, I think, partly consol.Ll [<\ ilji- ric«a afl 
■orroWB ; and, all desolate as be w^k-. In- i-ik-jripted to j 
roinisler tbat comfort to reie, which he himself wanf 
more than any nbo had life. 

Bleak not your heart, my Harry, break not yam 
my child ! be cried; deprivemeiiot of tbeonly conai 
that is letl me! you are now my only trust, my onl; 
upon earth. A nretctied merchant 1 am, wtiose 

thou only remnant of all my posseisions ! my girl, in- 
deed, waa tby true lover, the tenderest of all males ; bet 
love to thee, my son. was passing the love of nomau : 
bm we have lost her, we have lost her, and wailing is all 
~ the portion that ii left us beluw. 

Aa soon as Ibe ftmily heard the voice of our mouminK, 
Ihev too gave a loose to the impMience of their griefi, 
and all ttie house nas Ailed with the aound of lamenla- 

the chief medical 

IS la'd under a sumptuous canopy with 
- - '---■■s fool, and every nig^--'-— ""- 
secretly from my bed 
I pressed her cold lij 

peeled to restore it lo life by Iransf^ing my sourinto it, 
I spoke to her aa when living ; I remmded her of the 
seveial lender and endearing passages of our loves; and 
I reminded her abo of the lose of our little ones, by whom 
WB became eaaentially one, inoeparsbly united in soul 
and body tot ever. 

There is smcly, my cousin, a species of pleasure in 

nief, a kind of soothing and deep delight th"' "'' 

ibe teaia which are pushed ^om the tour ' 



, True, true my precious cousin, replied the connMss, 
■{ving a freah loose to ber leara — O Matilda, I would I 
Wre with theel — true, my cousin, I say; even now I 

Ilk, I die, under the pleasure of ynur narration. 

;|yj»n »ba ninth ni(hl, uitto\M&lftt. fVstft(»,»'\."a' 
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y the side of all that repiained of pay Matty, o^rtoiM 
nd overwatched, I fell into a deep isleep. Myinind not- 
rithatandirij^, at the time, seemed more awake and more 
live to objects than ever.. In an instant she stood visi- 
le and confessed before me, I saw her clearer than at 
oonday, by the lig-ht which she cast with profusion 
broad. Every feature and former trace seem^ height- 
ned into a lustre Without a loss of the least similitude, 
he smiled ineffable sweetness and blessedness upon 
le ; and stooping down I felt her embrace about my heart 
nd about my spirit ; while at the same time, I saw her 
ent in complacence before me. After a length of ecstatic 
leasure, wtiich I felt Arom her communion and inilision 
[ito my soul ; My Harry, says she, grieve not for me ! 
Il the delights that your world could sura up in an age, 
rould not amount to ray bliss, no, not for an hour ; it is 
weight of enjoyment that, in an instant, would crush 
nothing the whole frame of your mortality. Grieve 
lot then tor me, my Harry, but resign my beggarly spoils 
D tlieir beggarly parent ; ashes to asnes, and dust to oust! 
n my inordinate fondness for you, I have at length ob- 
ained a promise that my master and your master, my 
leloved and your lover shall, finally, bear you triumphant 
hrough all the enemies that are set in fearftil array 
gainst you. Having so said, I felt myself as it were com- 
>ressed within an engine of love ; and again, losing the 
emembrance of all that had passed, I simk, as into a 
(ate of utter oblivion. 

Toward the dawning, I was awakened by the clapping 
>f hands and the cries of lamentation. Starting up, I pef* 
teived-Mr. Golding at the bedside j suspended over Isds 
^atty and me, and pouring forth his complaints. 

There was a favoured domestic of his, a little old man, 
vho had always kept a careful and inquisitive eye oyer 
ivery thing that was in or concerned our household. This 
^rgus, it seems, at length suspected my nightly visits to 
he dead, and lurking in a corner, saw rhe open and enter 
he chamber where the corpse was deposited. As he lay 
^ his master's apartment, he took the first opportunity' 
>f his being awake to impart what he thought a matter of 
extraordinary intelligence to him. Sir, says he, if I am 
lot greatly deceived, my young master is this moment in 
)ed with his dead Ikdy. What is this you tel^ me ? cried « 
\/lr, Golding. No, Jorm, no, what you say is impossible, 
ill who live, love that which is living alone ; whatever 
lavours of death, is detestable to all men. As I am here, 
'eplied John, I am almost assured that what I tell you is 
^ct. Peace, peace, you old fool, said Mr. Goldins ; think 
rou that our Harry is more loving than father Abraham, 
ac^ yet A braham desired to but^ ^ dead out of his sight 
know not how that may be,««iOL\x\x«\.^ loYsci^XjvjXVL^W 
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aa M$ b* tHr, I nill help jou to go and ne. 1 am MM 

the mcpuKht of it melto trie veiy heart within me. 

Accprdinglf , Mr. Goldin^, like old Jacob, strengthened 
bimeelf uid BroBe,'and, pained as he was, came nith tba 
help of IliB John, to the place where I lay. 

HaviDg for Kome time looked upon me, u I alept 
with bifl Matty fast folded in my anafi ; be could no 
IsngercontainhiaemotionB, but he and John broke foidi 
into leara and eiclamations. O my chitdren, my chil- 
dren, my deueal children, ho cried, why did ye exalt n» 
to »uch ■ pitch of blessedneaa 1 was it. only to cast me 
down into the deeper gulph of misery, a gulph that hM 
neither bank nor bottom 1 

Aa I arose, all aahamed to be delected in (hat man* 
ner, thegood man caught me in his anna. My Hairy, 
my Harry, rays he, what shall I pay you, loy eon, for 
your Buberabuntlant love to me and to mind 1 Conld my 
wretchedneaa give you bliss, I ahould almost think my- 
self blessed in Geini wretched, my Harry. 

I now prepared to execute the late command of my 
. angcI, ana to consign to earth the little that waaeartbly 
inner. But when our domestics underatood that all 
that was left of Iheir hued mistress was now going lo 
be taken away from them Ibr aver, they broke into leart 
anew,and set no bounds lo their lamentations. 

Her deaolde Mher was delirious of attending the f^i- 
nersl, baton my bnee^l diasuaded him from it, aal waa 
assured it would buret in twain the already ovrr-atretched 
thread of hie ^eand inttrmitiea. He then inaisted on 
having the lid of the coffin removed, and bending over, 
he cast bis old body on the corpse: aj^n he rose and 
EBZcd upon it ; and clapping his hands with ashoDt, is 
fliis my world, ho cried, the whole of my possessions 1 
Aieyou Iheone that was once mv little pralUIng Matty, 
the playfellow of my knees, the laugher away of care, 
who brought cheer to my heart and warmth to my bosom! 
Are you theone for wbom, alone, I Rpentmy nights in j 
thought and my days in application 1 lathis all thalia | 
left, then, of mylength ofla^oursT O. my spark otlife 
' quenched ! in thee, my Matty, my Matty, the flowing | 

flinerals; lirey are oppressive even to iiiiiidB that are 
no way Ciincerned or Interested in the deathcif the pai^ 
ty iatnentcd. Though 1 gricvKd no nmre r<>r my Matty, ! 
though 1 was aa assured of her bliss as I waa ofm) own 
being; yet, when thegloomof the procession wasgaihcr- , 
ed around me-, when I heard tiie wailing uf the many j 
fomilies whom her charity had sustained-. ■«^»«i'S.'M»aji. 
tba lrit»( »obbiiip of ll» senwi**, ■w^om.MR. «-—*"«—. 
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had so endfiarinely attached to ber jpenon ; wlien all 
joined to beWail themselves as lost in ber loss ; my heart 
died, as it were, within me, and I should have been suf- 
Ibeated on the q;>ot, had I not given instant way to the 
swell of my sorrows. 

The tempest of the soul, Madam, like that of the ele- 
ments, can endure but for a season. The passion of 
Mr. Goldine, on the interment of every ioy and of every 
hope that he could look for upon earth, within a few 
weeks subsided, or rather sunk into a solid but sullen 
peace; a kind of peace that seenied to say, there is noth- 
ing in this universe that can disturb me. 

Harry, said he, one evening, I have been thinking of 
the vision that I have had. Vision, Sir, said 1, has my 
Matty then appeared to you 1 Yes, he answered, she 
was the principal part of my vision for these twenty 
years past The vision that I mean, my Harry, is the 
dream of a very long and laborious life. Here have I, 
by the toil of fifty years application, scraped together 
and accumulated as much as, in these times, would set 
kings at contention, and be accounted a worthy cause for 
spilling the blood of thousands: and yet what are these 
things to me, or of what value in themselves more than 
the stones and rubbish that make our pavement before 
the door ? I have been hungering and thirsting after 
I the goods of this world, I have acquired all that it could 

?:ive me, and now my soul, like a sick stomach, disgorges 
he whole. 1 then took one of his hands, aild pressing. 
i it tenderly between mine, O my father, I cried, my dear, 
• dear father, O that I might be mnde sons and daughters, 
and overy sort of kindred to you ! all that I am and have 
i should gladly be spent in bringing any kind of comfort 
' to you my father. 

' In about a fortnight aftei\ as 1 entered his apartment to 

I { bid him good-morrow, I observed that his countenance 
J( had much altered from what it was the evening before, 
that he looked deeply dejected, and seemed to breathe 
witli difficulty. 

Are not you well. Sir? No, says he, my spirits are 
greatly oppressed. I find that I must leave you short- 
ly. I believe that I must go suddenly; but where tol 
— ^That is the ouestion, the very terrible question ; the 
only question or any importance in heaven or on earth. 
Sure, Sir, said T, that can be no question to you, whose 
whole life has been a continual course of righteousness, 
of daily worship to God, and good will to all men. Ir 
you have any sins to account for, they must be covered 
tenfold by the multitude of your charities. Talk not, 
Iftirry, said be, of the filthy rags of my own righteousness. 
/ $m fur Urom the conftdeiice otVU^i \)Q^^Vt<o\^ WUsee; alas, 
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I Imic not that ofUie humble publican, for I dm not look 
op to My, ^' Lord be merci(H;l to me b sinner I" wber^ 
fore tben do you apeak of having finiehed my coune to- 
ward God and toward man? It le but iKlelv, very lateljr 
that I eet out upon it, and I am cut short before I have 
colnithinaicht ofthegoal. Yea. Hany, 1 fear, I know, 
I tfe'i, that there i> no salvHtinn fur m». 

there ii not otvalion for sucn aa you, w 
perdition opetu foi the rest of mankind T 

I would you could conTJnco me, he cried. I want to 
be comforted ; I deaire comfort, any liind of coniolation : 
but 1 feel my condemnation within myielf. Moreover, 1 
■ee every teil of the goapel, of the worda of life terribly 
maiahalled and set in broad Bttay BEainBl me. What 
text, Sir? aaid 1 ; I am sure I know of no teite thai bring 
terror or condemnation to the juBt. Ah, Harry, he re- 
plied, juatice isoTthe law and the circumciaion and haa 
nothing todonilh the new covenant or the new man. For 
what layg the great apoetleT "Circamclaion avalleih noth- 
ing, neither undrcumcinon. but a new creature." And 
Chriiit himaelf had aaid, "Except a man be bom again, 
he cannot gee tbe kingdom of God," Again, the aanie 
apoatle aaith, "I delight in the law of God alter (he in- 
ward man:" and again, "My little children of whom I 
irHTail in birth again, until Christ be fornifd in you." — 
Now. ir nil Iheae corresponding expresaona of being 
"horn again,B new creature, ■ new man, an inward man, 
Christ formed in us," &ic are to be gloeaed and explain- 
ed away, as meaning little more than a state of moral 
sentimenta and moral bebavtoiir,lhere can be nothing of 
real impart In the goapel of Christ. 

Again.hear what the Re lieemer aaith : "Excppt ye I'd 

ler i 

, . It fonakelb not all that he hath, he cannot be my 

If these thinga. I cried, are to he taken according to 
the apparent sense and import of the letter, neither the ,■ 
leaclieri of tlie gospel, nor those who are taught can be '< 

Therefore, replied he, it is said, that ■' Many be call- 
ed, but few chosen." And agsin, "Knter ye in at the , 
itraleht gate ; for wide ia the rate and bruad is the way 
a»tu>delhtodeatrDCtion,and)nany they be which go in 
'Qteieat : becauie straight is (he gale, and narrow is the 
wb; which leadeth unto life, ana few there be that find 
It. O my Harry, my Harry, onr liieshav* \st«i tm^ws^- 
ed in Bwldnc and "loVin^Uw'voMviA^Suk'dEiiiiV '^ 
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Ibe world.*' therefore *'tlie love of the Fathnr could not 
be in us.'* O mat I had never been bom ! O ttiou Goc^ 
whose tribunal, ai this hour, is set up so tremendously 
against me ; at length I feel the propriety of thy pre- 
cepts, in rejecting the world and all that is therein ; for 
what can tney yield, save a little food and raiinent to 
bodily corruption, or incitements to that pride which 
cast Lucifer into a gulph, that now opens before me 
without a bottom ? 

As 1 trembled and had nothing to answer, I prolposea 
to brinff some of our clergy to him. No, Harry, no, says 
he, I wul have none of their worldly comforts ; I will not 
cast my soul upon bladdered expectations. Can tney' 
persuade me that I am one of the few who are chosen ; 
can they tell me wherein I have strived to enter at the 
strait gate> wherein many shall seek to enter but shall 
not be able ? 

Here he sunk into a fit of agonizing desperation, so 
that a cold dew broke trom all parts of his body, ana 
fell, drop after drop, down his ghastly and. fearful coun- 
tenance. Never, madam, never did I feci such a kind 
of anguishing horror as I then felt; I was afiVightedana 
all fVozen to my inmost soul. Haste, my dear Sir, ex- 
claimed lady Maitland, make haste through this part of 
your narration, I beseech yOu ! I also feel for myself, I 
am terrified to. the last degree. 

At length, Continued Mr. Clinton, I recollected my- 
self a little. My master, I cried, my feither, my dearest 
father, since you will not take comfort in your own 
righteousness, take comfort in him who has made righte- 
ousness for you. Bo you not now reject the world! do 
you not now deny yours^f 1 I do, I do, he said, I de- 
test the one and the other. And do you not feel that 
you are wholy a compound of sin and death 1 Ay, he 
cried, there is t^e weight, there is the mountain under 

Srhicn I sink for ever. Come then to Christ, mv &tber, 
eavy laden as you are, and he will, questionless, em- 
brace you, and be rest to you, my father ! I would come, 
Harry, he cried, but I dare hot, I am not able. Strive, 
my father ; do but turn to Him, and he will then meet 
you. Cry out, with sinking Peter^ "Save, Lord, or I 
perish!" and ne will catch you with the hand of Hia 
ever-ready salvation. 

Here his countenance began to settle into an earnest 
composure, and his eyes were turned and fixed upward ; 
while his old and enfeebled body continued to labour 
under the sym];)toms of near dissolution. At length he 
started, and. seizing my hand with a dying pressure. 
There is comfort, Harry, there is comfort I he cri^, ana 
expired. 
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I wainMrcMt,oi)(«iiion,n]><iti«ati«i|;«uidfn«iid- 
)m* woild, AU the inlereaU of my beart were buriad 
will) tbii SunilT; uid I seenwd to mjrMU u k 



IB In the micM of mtDKiiid. Your 
„„i, u,iMu>-n ""•■»> sometimeB called 10 condole with 
me, and nalet my tosses wifb her tears ; and in ber, and 
you, my cousin, youne as yoa then were, was locked up 
and centred the nbole atoclc that I bad left of eildesr< 
ing sensations. . j ,^ 

As tbe scenes of my former happiness served daily 
and niglitly, to lender me more nielched by a sad r»- 
cdlection.-I detemlned to quit my houae and to tata 

grivata IiMEinga. For this purpose I summoned Mr. 
iilduiK'sdomestiFg; and as be bad made no will, I first 
paid ffiem theit wages, aud then gave them such pre- 
teoded legacies as brought their tears and their bleasings 



John, said I, as he entered, here is a bill for five bun- 
dred pounds, which our good old master has led you, in 

.-1 * v;_ __, .-J . .1 ._.g jijiij Iqyj^j 



JVM luvtui w pull wiui juc, ail : Bam jumij JWEJDinKiy 
- tbankiesa and unconcerned shout tbe gift which I hait 
offimd bim. Indeed, John, said I, in my present state of 
dejection, attendance of any kind would but be an iD- 
cumbisnce to me. Then, Sir, you may keep your boun^ 
to yourself, (or I shall break my heart before Bve and 
twenty hours are over. Nay, John, said 1,1 am hrfhim 
turning you fVam ine ; stay with me aa my friend and 
welcome, but not as my servant ; and I sballseelbe com- 
fort of old times in always seeing you about me. Tbank 
you, tbank you. Sir, be cried, I will not disturb you with 
my tears ; but, I should die unbtessed, I shouhl die un- 
bleased, if I died out of your presence ! so saying, be 
rushed l^om me in s (tt or restrained passion. 

I tbensentforiny wife's maid, whom I formerly men- 
servants, snd entered with a sad snd alarmed counten- 
ance. Cotoe near, Susan, 1 am going to part with you, 
said I ; come to me, and give me a farewell hiss. Ebe 
approached with downcast looks, when, taking her in 
my arms, I pressed and kissed bet repeatedly, — ' 

rled, I 
po<m<M, and, iif you cboose, I will give 'jo>\ c»Av^ 



my arms, I pressed and kissed bei repeatedly, and scarce 
withheld my teara. O, my girl, my Matty's precious girl. 
I cried, I am not forgetful of your love, your honour and 
Tour duinterestednesa toward us. Her^my S 
daflingnustreMpreMDtayouwith tbii bill ota 



Susy, your 

ress preaenu you wiui una oui oi - "■ ' 

rr..._, ».... if vnu choose. I will eive vqq 
Vm. I, 



#lfhin ft qvuirl^r of an henr. This. }mw«^, #di0 net 
AliehaT^ ine fteni my r^ard and a^^tioii to fw, 
you are of a helpless sex, mjr Susy, that is suMec^ (o 
ipany imtiosf tions and calamities : wberefbre, wheii t^is 
snm shaH ftiil you, eome to me a^in, eonie to me as to 
your (Viend, as to your debtor, Susy, and I WIH taneat 
my remembrance, and repeat it a^ain, as you may nap- 
pen to have occasion: for while I hate sixpenee left, t$e 
givoujite^i^end of my Matty shall ^ot want her propoir- 
on. 

Heire the grateful and amazed creature fhrew herself 
OQ the floor. She cried aloud, while the frmily heaid 
a&d echoed to her lamentations. She oIas))ed my knees, 
she kissed my feet a^ain and agrain. I oduld not disen- 
gage myself, I could not force her from me; (S, my 
master, she cried, my all that is left to me of n^^ adored, 
my angel mistress I must I then he torn from youl 
must you live without the servic^e of the hand and heart 
of your Susy 1 Rut I understand your reea^ and care 
forme, my rpaster! it is a cruel and nau^lty world, and 
must be complied with. 

H^re I compelled her to rise, and klssinff her again, I 
turhed hastily to the chamber where my Matty's eorpiie 
had been lata ; and bolting the door, and casting mylelf 
on the bed, I broke into tears, and at length wept myself 
to i|1nen. 

While I was preparing to leave the once loved nian- 
sion, I found, in Mr. 6olding*d cabinet, a parchment tnat 
much surprised me. On my marriage he had proposed 
to make a isettlpment of his fortune upon mb, whieh, 
however, I obstinately refused to accept ; whereupoh, 
without my privity, he got this deed perfected, which con- 
tained an absolute conveyance to roe of all his worldly 
effects and possp8«fions : and this again renewed in ine 
the tender and iendearing remembrance of each of thoie 
kindnesses and benefits which he had formerly conferred 
upon me. 

I now found myself in possession of near a million 
of money, which, however, in my disposition of mind 
at the time, appeared no worthier than so much lumber 
, in a waste room. And I know not how it was that 
through the subsequent course of my lifo, although I 
was by no means of an economical turn, though I never 
sued Ibr a debt, nor gave a denial to the wants or those 
who asked, nor turned away from him that desired to 
borrow of me, yet uncoveted wealth came pouring in 
upon me. 

. It was not without some sighs and a plentiful shower, 
that I departed froip the seat Of all my past enjoyments. 
ok lodgings within a few doors of your ftlfher * >and 
j ith Abusehold eonsiBied ot my tiNOfvuM^ Ittahmtn 
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B^s QtUe (M Ttom, two Ibottmen, and «n elderly wonmi 
mq uii^4 <^9iily to dress a plain disli of meat ^^ W' 

ft w^s, tb^n, my fairest cousin, tl^at yoijr opening gTJW5«¥ 
^d figr^ attractions drew me daily lo your aqus^; mX 
heart Was soothed and my griefs die^re^ py the swe^tr 
nj9as of your ];p-attle ; and I was me}ted down and minted 
anew, as it were, by the unaneoted warmth and inno- 
cence qf yanr caresses. 

As i had no faith in dreams, not even in that of my 
Matty* I thou^M it impossible that I should ever marry 
again. I i^ereiore resoived, in my own mind, to make 
yon my heir, and to endow yon m marriage with the 
best part of my fortune.— But you are a little pale, 
madam) you loolc ddected and fatigued. Ir yon please, 
I will suspend my narration for the present ; and in the 
mornii^, if yon choose it, as ^riy as you will. I shall 
r(inew ai^d pfoceed in my msigniBcant history. — ^Here he 
pres^d oer naiid to his iips. She withdrew with a tear- 
ful eye, and a heaving heart ; and the next day he re- 
snmed nis narration) as followeth. 



CHAPTER XV, 

Thpugh you, my cousin, at that time, were a gr^^t 
^consolation to me, and a sweet lightener of my^iflictions; 
* "jf^t the griefs of heart which I had sneered were not 
without their eftbct: at length they fell on ray constitu- 
tion, and affected my nerves or spirits; I thinlc^ur doc- 
tors pretty much confound the one with the other, Ac- 
ccurdingly, I was advised to travel for change of air, and 
exercise; fnd I was preparing for my journey, when 
there happened in mV family the most extraordinary in- 
stance of an ever watchful providence that occurs to 
my memory. 

My little old man John began to deline apace, and at 
length took to his bed ; and iiaving a tender friendship 
for nimf I went to sit beside him« and to comfort him the 
. best I could. John, said I, are you afraid to die 1 No, 
Sir, npt at all, not in the least : I long to be dissolved, and 
to be with our loving Lord. Indeed, John, said I, I am 
m(dine4 to think yon have been a very good liver. A 
qog^ Sir, a mere dog, desperately wicKeq, the vilpst of 
smners! I am a murderer too, my master, there's blood 
upon my head. Blood ! said I, and started. Yes, Sjr, 
replied John; but then the blood that was shed for me. 
Is stronger fii^d more precious than the blood that wa^ 
fh^d by me. Blood, nowever, Jo^n, i^ a very terriblii 
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I long since laid the burden of my sins before him, for I 
I had nothing else to bring to Mm, nothing else to offinr 
^ . him ; and he has accepted them and me, and my con- 
science is at rest in him. Then, John, there may yet be 
room for hope. There is assurance, my master ; for I 
have laid hold upon the rock, and cannot be shaken. 

But how do you intend to dispose of your worldly 

substance 1 All that I have, Sir, I got with you and my 

old master; and where I found it, even there I resolve 

to leave it. Indeed, John, I will not finger a penny c< 

■ your money. How much may it amount to t Eight 

i hundred and thirty-seven pounds, Sir, or thereabout. 

ij And have you no relations of your own? Not one 

„ living that I know of. Then think of some one else, 

for no part of it shall lay on my conscience, I assure 

you. 

I have readj somewhere or other. Sir, of a great king 
who was advised of God in a dream, to take the very 
first man whom he should meet the next morning to be 
his partner in the government Now, if it pleases you, 
my master, I will follow the like counsel : and who- 
,soever shall be first found before our door, let that per- 
son be the owner and inheritor of my substance. It 
shall be even as you say ; I will go and see whom God 
shall be pleased to send us. 

Accordingly I went and opened our door, when a 
woman, who had nearly passed, turned about at the 
noise, and perceiving me, came up and said, A little • 
charity. Sir, for the sake of Him who had not where to 
lay his head ! 

I was strongly affected by the manner in which she 
addressed me, and eyeing her attentively, I observed that 
she was clean, though meanly apparelled ; wherefore, to 
make a further trial whether our adventure was likely 
to prove prosperous or not, I slipt a guinea into her hand, 
and de*red her to go about her business. Accordingly 
she curtsied and went from me^ a few steps, when look- 
ing into her hand, she turned suddenly back ; Sir, Sir, 
says she, here had like to have been a sad mistake ; you 
meant to give me a shilling, and you have given me a 
whole guinea. It was, says I, a very great mistake, in- 
deed ; but be pleased to come in, and we will try to 
rectify our errors. 

Here, I took her into the chamber where John lay, and 
having constrained her to sit down, I put my hand m my 
pocket. Here, good woman, said I, here are ten guineas 
for you, to make you some amends for the mistake I was 
guiHy of in giving you but one. The poor creature could 
scarcely credit her senses, but raiang her eyes in ccs- 
tacy, and dropping from the chair upon her kneea, she 
was |)rQceeding tjQ o\e^ m^V^^^"^ ^^^w^i^toril^ insist^ 
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on her retaking her seat. Mistress, said I, be pleased to 
stay your prayers for the present ; what I want from 
you IS the story of your life : tell nie who and what yoa 
are, without suppressing any circumstance, or concealinff 
the faults of wnich you have been .guilty, and I will 
make you the mistress of twenty guineas, that sh^l be 
added to what you have already received. 

Sir, said she, you frighten me ; my story is a very un- 
happy and foolish story, and cannot be of the smallest 
consequence to you. Sure, you are too much of a gen- 
tleman to desire to ensnare me ; and indeed, I know not 
of any thing whereby I may be ensnared. Wherefore, 
bountiful Sir, unto you, as unto heaven, I will open my 
whole soul, without seeking to know why you look into 
the concerns of such a worm as I am. 

I am the daughter of a former in Essex, my maiden 
name was Elenor Damer.- I was married, early in life, 
to a man who kept a chandler's shop in a little lane that 
led to Tower Hill, his name was Bamaby Tirrel. Bar- 
naby Tirrel! exclaimed John, are you very sure that his 
name was Bamaby Tirrel ? Peace, John, I cried ; what- 
ever you may know of this msoi, or of any other mat- 
ter, I command you not to interrupt the woman, till she 
has finished her story i« — She then continued. 

I had neither brother nor sister, Sir, but one brother, 
a twin-brother; and we loved one another as though 
there was nobody else in the world to be loved. 

About three years before my marriage, my brother 
Tommy, then a sweet pretty lad, took to a sea-faring 
life, and went from me, I know not where, upon a voy<- 
age that I was told was a very great way ofT; and so I 
cried day and night, as many tears after him as would 
have served me to swim in. 

My husband was very fond of me, and when he used 
to see me cry, while he spoke of my Tommy, he would 
kiss me and try to comfort me, and say, that he wished 
for nothing more than his return to old England, that 
he might welcome him and love him as much as I did. 

One night, on the ninth month of my marriage, as I 
•sat moping and alone, my husband being abroad upon 
some business, I heard a knocking at the door, which 
was opened by our little servant girl. And then, before 
you could say this, in leaped my broUier, and catched 
me &st in his dear arms. 

I gave a great shout for joy, you may be sure ; and 
pushmg my Tommy from me, and pulling him to me 
again and again, we embraced, and cried, and kissed, 
and embracea and kissed again, as though we never bould 
be tired. 

In the meanwhile the door bein^ o^^tv^tk^ <scv>!di.^vi- 
Hftby entend, unpercelved by eVdi^x ot \»\ «sA wwsasf^ 
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strange man so fond and familiar with me* he opened a 
long clain;)sd-kni£i which be had in his pook^ and fosb* 
ing up, fie gave my darling brother three s^ibs in the 
podv, before he could speak a word or turn aboat.to de- 
fend myself. Tben;castin&down the knife, in a minute 
he was out of tb|e house, and I never saw him more* 

For a time, I stood lilce a stone, and then giving a 
great shriek, I tainted iind fiiU on my brother as he lay 
weltering in his blood. 

Our little Mary, in the while, being frightened almost 
to death, ran about Uke a wild thing, find alarmed the 
street. Our neighbours crowded in, and sent for the ' 
next surgeon. My brother's wounds Were {itobed and 
dressed, and he was laid in our spare bed. 

Mean time, being forward with child, I fell into stfon^ 
and untimely labour, and after very grievous travail, was 
delivered of a boy. who was christened and caUed James, 
after my dear and lately deceased fether. 

No pains of my own, however, kept me from enquir- 
ing after that dear and lamented brother who had been 
killed, as I supposed, for his love to me. But his youtii 
' and natural strengtn carried him through all dangers. 
In three months he was up and about, as well as ever; 
:and in less than three move he set out on anothes voy- 
age, from whence he never, never, O never returned ! 

Before he went abroad, my dear and sweet fellow had 
left me a note of hand for the receipt of his wages. But 
in five years after I lieard that he was cast away, or killed 
by the Barbery people: and though I went and went again 
in the middle of my wants, and in tibe middle of my 
sorrows, to ask and to petition for his pay from the ad- 
miralty, I never could get an answer of any profit or 
any comfort. 

My little Jemmy, however, grew and throve and prat- 
tled apace, and was my only prop under all my uRic- 
tions. My husband, indeed, had lettme in pretty cir- 
cumstances ; and had he but stayed with me we should 
have prospered above our fellows. But what can a wo- 
man do smgle, weak, and unprotected ; I was imposed 
upon by some ; by others I was refused payment for the 
goods I had given them ; and at length I was reduced 
to poverty, and obliged to shut Up shop. 

Mean time I had spared no cost in the bringing up of 
my Jemmy. I had given him school learning, ana he 
now was grown a very towardly and clever boy : and 
having taken to messagea, my sweet feUow, every night 
iised to bring to me whatever he had earned in tne day- 
time. 

In the loss of my husband and brother ; in the loss 

of my Bamaby, and in the loss of my Tommy, to te 

tare I had grief upon. %x\fiiv ^ ^^^ ™^ health Went 

Avm me, and next m^ si^enKi^ '^racx Ix^sia. t&j^taiA.^ 
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neatth ; for he haa nov got a poiter'e place in Uie cW- 
aild, young »b he was, he wi||Jng1)r cttrie^ 



hesiy burdens lo have the pleasure of br<n<^ini 
hl$ hBTd earnlii!;s lo hU mimmy. But about "'' 
aeo, m»y it please your honour, my dear bo] 
a qulltlen a^ue, as (hey call it, under wiilnh fi 
inotlwr'a heart Btill continue to Uboui 



. _ - -1 narriiti™. Well, 

JotiDi ■aid Ii meUiinlfs this business nlll do; m n>F 
opinion you have got a irciy worthy inheritor or your 
ibrtune ; what aay you to It. John 1 First, Sir, let IM 
■sk her a question or two, If you please. Honest wo- 
man, draw your chair a little nearer to me, I ntair yon. 
And now, tell me the irutli; Did you ever love yoor 
husband 1 Yes, dearly, indeed, vety dearly did 1 loVa 
him ; fur he liad laved me very dearly till that misera- 
ble night. But when, as I thought. Tie had killed my 
brother, I hated him as much ael hart ever loved him 
bel&ra. But then a'ain.when ray Tommy had reeovered 
of his mounds, i sent Ikr and near to enquire after him 
tnd lipd him oat; and when I coutd team no tidings di 
nim, I put it into all the printed papera. that Thomaj 
Damer was well lecovered, and Inat Barnabas Tirrel, 
who had wonnded him, might return, without dangef la 
trii wife aqd Infant. 

And he la returned, shouted John, he Is returned, lay 
Selly ! — vour barliarous and bloody husband, who stat- 
bed yonrljrother, and left you and your infinl to ftmiab, 
~ he is returned to you, my Nelly I and. in his death, ha 
ahatl make yaa arcenda for all the sufreringB which ha 
.brought upon you during his life time I But, my ina»- 
ler, my dearest master, send immediately for my child, 
my Jemmy, 1 beaecch you, that, bad as I am myself, I 
mav give him a father's blessing before I die. 

I was surprised and afTected, madam, lieyond eipres- 
Bion, by incidents that were at once so wonderful and «a 
tender; and 1 directly sent servants and a sedan chair 
for James, with orders to have him carefully and warm- 
ly wrilpt np; ftr what his mother had told me of him, 
lind already given me a very ationg prejudice in his 



in while, Mrs. Tirrel had aunJt on har tneea bj 

isband's bed-side, and was pirntifully paitrini 

upnn him ; partly for }o^ of having found 

ly for. grief of having bund bim m that 



her husband s bed-si di 
forth her tears u) ' 
Mm, and partly 



Sfe'f" 



Nelly, my Nelly, cried Barnabas, had I known 
person was phosc blood I drew tl-' ■ — '■'-'- 
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Murt, than into any part of the body of that dear brother 
f youra. Bnt I was old and ugly, you know : and you 
ere youn^ and handsome ; and jealousy is a mad devil 
lat rages m the breast like hell-fire ; it never knew how 
> spare, but tears and consumes every thing that comes 
itnin its qeach. . - 

At length James was brought to us ; and as we were 
L his fetner?s apartments, a chamber no way adorned, 
unes entered without any respect to persons. He was 
tall and comely >routh, but ver^pale and lean 5 and 
) it was one of his well days, he walked in without 
elp. He had barely been told that his mother sent for 
im in a hurry ; so that he entered with a visible alarm 
i his^countenance. 

What is the matter, my dear mother? says be ; alas, 
am little able to help you at present I hope nothing 
IS happened that is suddenly distressful. Nothing amiss. 
ly child, more than that your dear father,' tor whom 1 
ive sought and been sighing this many a year, your 
ther lies dangerously ill in this very bed, my Jemmy, 
m I then so blessed, cried the boy, as to see and em- 
"ace a father ? O my child, exclaimed the old man, 
id eagerly stretehed his arms toward him. come to my 
>som, thou only oflfsjpring of my bowels ! I may now 
ly, with blessed Jacoo, let me die, let me dicy since I 
ive seen thy face, and thou art alive, my son ! 

I would at any time give a thousand pounds, my 
>usin, for a tenth of the enjoyment that I then had, in 
le feelings which God poured in^o the hearts of this 
kUe family, on their so very unexpected and marvel- 
us a meeting. It appeared to me, however, that young 
mies even exceeded his parents in love ; and this gave 
le such a cor/lial attachment to him, that firom that Bour 

this we have never been sundered. He never failed 
}r forsook me ; and, at this very day, he is my re- 
jected friend, and the superintendent of my family. 

John, otherwise Barnabas, continued to linger for 
>out a fortnight longer, and then departed quite nappy, 
id without a groan. During the same space also, 
imes was daily attended by my own physician, and 
as nearly re-established in his health. 

Being then intent on my departure, I sent for Mrs. 
irrel. Mrs. Tirrel, says 1,1 should be much inclined 

take your James along with me, if I did not think 
m would grieve overmuch in his absence. No, no, 
r, said she, I Would to heaven I were, myself, a young 
an for your sake. I desire no better either of him or 
r him, than that he should live and die fiuthfully and 
vingly in your service. 

When Mr. Clinton came to this part of his story, a 
Mmengex entered in fewfuV \Aate,«9cvd ^eU^ered a letter 
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to Lady MiiUand. A* soon aa she had run it over. Mr 
dearest. Sir, abe cried, I muA leave you this inelanl. I 
lately made you an oner otn hiindrEfl thousand pounds; 
-~'' ~ov Iknovi HOI that I bive so many shillinei upon 
I Bin here informed that the trustee of all my 



witbont giving her cousin time to make a tender of his 

Tbe neit morning Mr. Clinton ordered his chariot to 
the door, and hastened to attend her ladyship at her 
house in London, but there he nas told, thst she had 
set out for Dover about sn hour before, and lie returned 
much dejected and grieved on her account. 
I In about three weeks after, Mr. Clement, with hia 
yoUDK pupil, came homa, quite lightened of ihe money 
Uiey nad lokeii abroad. Mr. Fenton, for so vie shall call 
him again, gave Clement a friendly embrace, and took 
Harry to bia caieasn, aa though he had returned from a 



II to Kive of your expedition T 



vroold he extremely displeasing to an} man living ex- 
cept youraelf : in short, our young gentleman here baa 
e'unged yon above a tbousand pounds in debt, over the 
rge sums that we carried with us. I hope the objecla 
were worthy, aaid Mr, Kenton. Wonderftilly worthy, 
indeed, Bir; I never hhw such tender and attbcting 
'"'— 1 1 shall be overpaid and enriched by the 



Here, Harry enquired impatiently for Mrs. Clement 
and his friend Ned ; and being told that they were on a 
visit to the widow Neighbourly, he took a hasty leave tor 
the present, and away he flew to embrace them. 

Aa soon as he was gone, Sir, said Mr. Clement, 1 — 



another boy 
yours. I will leave to himself the detail of our ad- 
itures in the several prisons ; they had such an effect 



I will leave to himself ths detail of 

n the several prisons; they had such t.. _. 

n hia heart, that tbey cannot but have made a deep 
. L. ^ J shall only tell you of - 



As we were chatting and walking leisurely alone the 
road, a noor man tiefore us happened to drop in a nt WT 
ss. When Harry saw the wriUungs and 
n which hs lay, he turned pale, andlooked 
""■' ■ ■"■' — 'img me under the arm, he 

^. snd burned me off aa ftat a» 

he could. But we had not gone far, till bis pace began 
to abate, and stopping, and hesitating. Let db turn, lat 
ns turn, Mr. Clemeat, he cried, let >» to ^iv^^^V''^*''^ 



Ung-alcl 
vastly fright 



ightened ; 
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iMto tbe poor mftp ! We then retained 
Miiifting pishea4,we kppt}|iKfron^ brui$iM U 
troiind. I then fbrped open hU ci^pcned 



hea4>we kfipt^imttortt bt 

, J then forced open hU < 

paving chafed the patit)? a^bUe, he beg^ to _ 
and soon capae to hlpiaelf, Mekn while "Harfy'li 
was hot avjite over. I^e seemed WilUpfifo ffet 
fh)m the ooject of his terror, and putting ni^ hand 
pocket, ano giving him all the silver he bad> he 
him better health, and awfty he vsrent.^ 

We had not ^one above half a mile further, When t 
aaw a little girl, in a field on the right hand, endettvoUr- 
ing to drive a cow thrpugh $^ stnatl gate into the road, in 
otofix to be milked, as I suppose, by her niother ; bnt the 
cow Hickied up her heels and proved wanton and refrac- 
tory, and ran hither and thithi^r, and would not be guid- 
ed, The poor child then set up a cfy of as bitter cjis- 
liress a3 if all that wa$ valuable in the world was going ' 
to ruin. Hfirry gave a ready ear to the sound of lament 
iation, and seeing the plight that the poor thing WM iii, 
he suddenly crossed tqe road, above ankle deep in dirt| 
knd leaping the ditch, he proved nimbler Uiin the cAW, 
and driving her through the pass, he turned hiBir into ih6 
way that the child would have her go. . 

That morning, indeed, was to Harry a morniug of 
petty adventures. By the tim0 that w^ approachednuie 
-lubnrbs. we had nearly overtaken a grown girl Who par- 
ried a basket of fggs on her head. A gteat lubperly 
boy just then passed us by at a sni^rt pace, and tilpping 
Vp to the girl, gave the basket a tip with his ^m^fif and 
dashed all the eggs into mash against a stopv |lart of the , 

road, and a^ain taking to his neels, run on a9 befote, 9^ 
Immediately Harry's indignation was kindled, and $ci- 
ting out at top speed, he soon overtook him, and give 
hini several smart strokes with his little cane, across th^ 
shoulders. The fellow then turned upon Harrjr, apd 

fave him a furious blow with his fist over the heaa, while 
hastened to bis relief, as I perceived thfit the other waa 
quite an over-match for hfm. But before I aniveq, our 
fi^To had put a u uick end to the combat ; for Springing 
nrom the ground, he darted his head fViU into the no^ 
and mouth of his adversary, who instantly roared outi 
and seeing his own blopd come pouring down* h^ onc« 
more took to fiight, while Harry continued to press upon 
him, and beiabopred him at pl^sure, till he judged th^^t 
he had beaten him to the ^11 value of the eggsf. 

Mean while the poor girl, wholly unminagil of what 
passed, remained waih'ng and wringing her mndt^ over 
the wreck of her merchandise. Tfte voice of a Syren 
could not so pQwerfiilly have attracted and recallea 
^arnr from the length he hUd gone i h? returned with 
0p6ea to her, $n^ X loUow^di. My pQor girl, eaya M, 
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yon jnine with tboae eggaT '. 



. About flve shillJnEB, Sir; and I had prnmlsed 

my daddy and mammy to lay II out in ehoes ana stocb- 
Ines toi my little brothen and sigters ; and so 1 must 
now bear «1 the blame of the poor Ihinga going bare- 
ftwt, Hera Bhe again set up her wailinga, and her teare 
poured down afl'^. 

Harry then deiirfd me to lend bim ten shillings, and - 
tomilif to the raoiutier, Hold out your two handi, tny 
nwr girl, be cried; than putUng five stiillinga Into ascq 
nand, here is-the payment Ibr your pegs, tiald he; ai)d 
. ..._.... ..,!._ though I fear it is too little, 

they nave cast you. 



le iBara they have cast you. 

J suddenj so great a change In ai 

_ _ o.iiiirise, era'""— '" — -■ — 

her eyea, and gave a joyoua — „ ... _., 

— pect. She hurried her money into her bosom, and 



ise, eralitude, erslacy floafied from 
joyoua duBhto the tnutcitngnf her 



ige In I 
fhed fl 



Without being able to utler a word ■, white Ilan, _ _^ _.. 
began to till, and endeavouring to disengage himself, be 
inade off as faat as he could, ttam aact thanks a> tw 
tbought ho had no way deeened. ' 

Tfila, Sir, was the last of our adventures going to Lon- 
don. But had you seen il>, on our return, about twp., 
hours ago, you would have wondered at the mlrcy plight 
Into which we were put, by helping paasengers up with 
their bundles tbat bad Allen into &e dirti or by asalat- 
ini to raise cattle that had fUlen under Iheir carriagea; 
Ibf master Hairy would compel me to be as busy and 
tctive in tnattera bf charity as nimself. 

However, Sir, 1 am to [ell you, that Harry, ^ith alt 
bis excellencies of person, heart, and understanding, will 
be accounted a mere Idiot among people of distlndicn. 
If he is not permitted lo enter into some of the fashion- 
able foibles, and fashionable vices of the age. 
' WB were taking a walk in the Mall, When we were 
met by the Earl of Mansfield, who expreased grant Joy 
St seeing hts old acquaintance, as he called him; anal* 
premed ni so eaniestly to dinner, tbat We could not, in 
manners, retUse him. 

There waa a vast cotlcourse of company, especially 
of the little quality of both aeiea, who came to pay thew 
reapecta to young Lord Bottom, and hla sUter the Lady 

Harry was received and aalutedby lady MWisOeld and 
tlie young lord, without any appearance ol the old stil- 
JUomty. gome lime after liinnBr, a large pacltBt of kt- 
(en A>aB brougbt in to the earl, and Dishing hii nciM 
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to Harry alone, he rose from the table and retired to im 
closet. 

Lord Bottom and his sister then led the young males 
and females to an adjoining apartment, where several 
card-tables were laid ; and I began to tronble for the 
credit of my pupil on the occasion, as I kiww him to be 
a novice in such matters. 

In the mean time, the remaining ladies and gentlemen 
divided into two or three parties at Ombre ; and I saun- 
tered about the room, admiring the prints of the Ariadne 
and the Aurora, that were taken from Gui(^, as also some 
capita] paintings the earl had brought from Italy. 

I had spent above an hour in this pleasing amusement, 
and had neariy made the tour of the whole dining room ; 
when, as I stood at a little distance behind my lady's chair, 
seeming inattentive to any thing that passed, lord Bot- 
tom entered on tiptoe, and tripping up to his mother, 
and tittering and whispering in her ear. What do vou 
think mamma, said he ? sure. Master FentOn is a lool, 
a downright fool, upon my honour ! He does not know 
a single card in the whole pack ; he does not koow the 
difference between the ace of hearts and the nine of 
clubs. I do not think either that he knows anjrthing of 
the difference or value of coin ; for as we passed through 
the hall to-day, a beggar asked for a halfjpenny, and I saw 
him slip a shilling into his hand. Indeed, mamma, he is 
the greatest fool that ever I knew ; and yet, poor fellow, 
he does not seem to know any thing of the matter him- 
self. ^ 

During this oration of lord Bottom on the virtues of 
his new friend, I felt my whole body glow and tingle with 
concern : and soon afler, Harry entered with the rest of 
the small quality. Master Fenton, cries my lady, I beg 
to speak with you. Don't you know the cards, my dearl 
No, indeed, madam. Can't you play at dice 1 No, ma- 
dam. Can you play at draughts, polish, or chess 1 Not 
at aU, madam. Wny then, my dear, I must tell you, 
that all your father's fortune will never introduce you 
among people of any breeding or of any fashion. Can 
you play at no kind of game. Master Harry 1 A little at 
fox and geese, madam. And play, my dear, said my lady 
smiling, which of the parties do your espouse 1 The part 
of the geese, madam. I thought as much, pertly cried 
out my lord Bottom ; whereupon aloud laugh was echo- 
ed through the room. 

Here my lady chid ihe company, and calling Harry 
to her again, for he had gone something aloof, Tell me, 
I pray you, said she, why you espouse the part of the 
geese*! Because madam, I always wish that simplicity 
should get the better of fraud and cunning. 

Tbe Countess here looked «stoTa&Ued; and having 
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?izeil B while tt bim, and caugbt uid kiteei hitn csgerir, 
og ue ■ noble fellow, she med, and all muBt be fixd* 
or mad that tnr shall take you tat the one or the oUier. 
The elder gentry, here laid their cards ande, and de- 
sired the young ones to set nbout aome play. Lady 
LmiHi prcwqied drawgloves, or queitiont and command^ 

Ataong the fbauleu naa one Miss Upplib, sole heireu 
to a vast Ibrtune. Though her person was deformed, 
bn face was the picture of conQdent disdain : and scarce 
any one conld speak to her, or looii at her, without being 
toldofUie contempt she had for them, by the aide glance 
of her eye, the writching of her neck, and (assing up of 
ber bead. 

In the eonae of the play out Harry waa commanded 
to put the candle Into the handof Misa Uppifh,Bnd then 
' to mM tbe candlestick; which command tie obeyed lite- 
rally, by giving ber the candle, alid kissing the candle- 
■tick which Iw neld in his own hand- 
Hereupon, a great shout was set up in the young a>- 
■embly, and, O tbe fool, the senseless creature, the fool, 
the fiKil, the fool '. was repealed (hroughout ; while lord 
Bottom laughed, and danced about in the impatience of 

I wu amazed that Harry's countenance seemed no 
way disconcerted by all this ridicule. At length lady 
MansAeld called him to her. How, my dear, could yon 
be guilty of such an error, she gaid; did not you know 
that, when you gave the candle into the hand of tbe 
young lady, she became the candlestick, and it wae her 
you should nave kiased 7 Harry then approached to her 
bdysbip s ear, and in a pretty loud whisper, said, I did 
not hke the metal, madam, that the candlestick wae made 
of Again Lady Manafleld looked aurprised, and said, 
you are a sly rogue, a very aly rogue, upon my honour; 
and have eenee eaough to dupe the wisest of us all. 

Jemmy Bottom, cned my lady aloud, come- here ! I 
can'l but lell you, Jemmy, that you have behaved your- 
self eitremely ill to your young friend bete, who might 
have improved you by hia eiample as much as he has 
honoured you l^ his visit. I must further tell you Jem- 
niv Bottom, that whenever you pique yourself on degra- 
r. Fenlon, you only pride in your own abasement, 
glory m your shame. Hereupon I got up, and lea- 
•111^ our compliments for the earl, I carried oft my young 
charge, fOr fear of our AOlIng into any further disgrace. 
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